— Hert! MapuH, TH Befenib ce0s ...

YenneHo 3agbpIxacs, CIOBHO OTBedas Ha MoM ciioBa. Ho 3aTem OH 3aMoj4ar, CJIOBHO YTO-TO YBUOEIIL.

MHe cTano mo6OMIBITHO, U 5 TOBEPHYIaCh, YTOOE IOCMOTPETH BIIepe[, a COp AIpHaH CMOTpeIl Ha
MeHs C YIRIOKOM, KOTopas Oblla HACTOJIBKO SPKOM, YTO MOTJIA OCJIEIIUTh MEHSI.

— Torpa moipmeM panblile, CeKpeTapbh XappaHT?

— la.

)%k

C YenneHoM u c3poM AlpraHoOM, COITPOBOXKAABIIMMHU MEHS, S BCKOpe MpuOblia B LIeHTPaIbHbIM
nBopen. CIIyry OTKPHUIM MHE OBEDG.

4 yBugena ¢Gurypy, CUASIIYIO 3a CTOJIOM B KaOUHETE, TI03TOMY S5 TOKJIOHUIIACh U BhIpa3uiia yBakeHHUe
UMIIEPATOPY 3TON CTPAHHL.

— Barme BenuyectBo, MapuHa ¢oH XappaHT — Ballla MOAgaHHas.

— ITo6po moxkanmoBaTh. Thl HOBHIM CEKPeTaph, KOTOPOTO MBI HAHSIJIM Ha 3TOT pa3? — CIPOCHIT
UMIIePaTop.

— ,'E[a, Ballle BeTMYecTBO. S Oblyla Ha3HAYeHa YUHOBHHUKOM II0 IOJIMTHKE B OIIEpPaTUBHOM OTHEJIE.

— TH MOXKeIIb TOTHSATh TOJIOBY.

A nmopusna TOJIOBY U yBUI€JIa MY2KYNHY CPEOHUX JIET C DE3KUMHU YE€PTAMHU JIUIIQ, KOTOprfI HECKOJIBKO
HaAIlIOMHHAJI HAaCJIeJHOT' O IIPKUHIIA. I/IMHepaTop cupell 3a CBOMM CTOJIOM U CMOTPEJI Ha MEHA
3aMHTPUTOBAHHBIM B3TJIAOTOM.

— HWrak, Te mouyb rpada Xappaurta? Torga, BO3MOXKHO, TH 3HAEIL O IEMOHNYECKOU pace, KOTopas
IIpeBpaTuiIach B I[BETHI?

— Hpomy MeHS U3BUHUTD, Ballle BEIUYECTBO. 4 He 3Hal0, 0 4YEM BHI TOBOPHUTE.

— ITonumato. HeT He00OX0OUMOCTH TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM, ECIIM TH He 3Haelllb. bymeT uHTepecHee
TIOTOBOPUTH 0 O0Jiee peasnbHHIX flejlaX, — OTBETUJI KMIIePaTop, BCTaBas CO CBOET0 MeCTa U Iepexos K
OVBaHy. 3aTeM OH IPEIJIOXKUI MHE CECTh. — bl MOXKEIIb CECTh. ITO 3aMET HEKOTOPOE BpEMSI.



Korpga g cemna u3-3a ero IIpenjoXKeHnda, OH BHUMATEIBHO IIOCMOTPE]I Ha MEHA 1 YHBI6HYJ'[C5{:

— Pa3sBe THI He nrob0usa maxMaThl C IOHBIX JIeT?

— [la, Balre BeIU4YeCTBO. A HUIrpajia IIPOTHUB CBOETO OTIIA.

— Ia. I'pady XappaHTy He ObIJIO PaBHBIX C €0 MAaCTEPCTBOM.

3aTeM s 4yTh He paccMesyiach OT IIeN0Ta, KOTOPHIA 4o0aBUI KMIIEPATOP:

— JoX0omuIIO IO TOTO, YTO €My MPUXOAUIOCH HAMEePEeHHO TPOUTPHIBATh KaHIIEPY, KOTOPHIN Tak
CTpeMurcs K mobeme.

«3HA4MT, OH OB HACTOILKO XOPOIII!»

VimmepaTop He ObLJI TeM, KOTOPOMY HYKHO ObIIO OBl BPaTh.

— 41 yBepeH, 4TO THI [TOCEIIaa ABOpel], Korga 6ruta pe6eHKOM, He Tak JIu?

IBopert... KoHeuyHO, s HUKOTIa He CMOTY 3a0bITh. B TO BpeMs s IpHIIIa BO JBOPEI] C MaTePhIo,
KOTOpasi [IOIIIa UCKaTh 0TI, a s urpasna ogHa. Ko MHe moporten pe6eHOK, KOTOPHIH 0Ka3ascs
MOJIOABIM CJIyTOM IpUMEePHO Moero Bo3pacTa. OH myiakasn OT TOCKY B ODMHOYECTBe, U g Haydusia ero
UTpaTh B axMathl. S 06bACHUIA MY, YTO 3TO JIy4IINi cioco0 3a0bITh O TJIOXUX MEICTISX. 3aTEM S
noflapuiia eMy UTPYIIKY, KoTopas Oblia y MeHs ¢ co0Oii.

OTOT MaIb4YMK ORI MOEH IIepPBOi T000BBI0. Y HEro ObIJI0 KPACKHBOE JIMIIO ¥ He3aOkBaeMEIe TJla3a.

— Ila, Balle Benu4yecTBoO. [lyMalo, 4To Ja.

— Kak u oxunanocs. MoxeT ObITh, TH CIIy4aHO 3HAEIIh, ToueMy rpad XappaHT OBUT OTIIPABJIEH B
TIOMECThe Ha OKpauHe CTPaHbI?

MeHs HEMHOTO pa3apazaro, YTO OH BCKOJIb3b CIIPOCHII O TPHYMHAX KpaXa MOed CeMbH, HO BOIIPOC
3aflaBajl ©MIepaTop. {1 He MoKa3alla HA MaJeHIIuX CBOMX YyBCTB U 6e3 KojeGaHui OTBETUIA TO, UTO
3Hasa:

— 4 crpIliana, 4TO ero CHAMM C JOJIXKHOCTH, TIIOTOMY YTO OH BBEICTYIIQJI ITPOTHUB IIOJIMTHUKHU ITOBHIIIIEHU A
HaJIOT'OB.

— 3HAYHUT, 9TO TO, UTO THI 3Haelb. OgHAKO 3TO HempaBaa. OH IMOKUHYJ CBOM MTOCT, YTOOBI 3aIIUTUTh
TO, YTO €MY AOPOTO.



«YT0? 3HAYUT, MO# OTel] He ObIJT CMellleH, a JOOPOBOILHO CII0XKHUI CBOU TTOJTHOMOYHUS ?»

Heoco3HaHHO 51 Opocuiia Ha UMIIepaTopa yAWBIIEHHBIN B3TJIS/ 3@ TO, YTO OH CKa3ajl MHE TaKyIo
TIOPa3UTENIbHYIO IPaBAy. 3aTeM S MOHSa, YTO 3TO OBIJI0O HEYBaXKUTEIbHO, U ITOKJIOHUTIACH.

Torma HMIIEPATOpP ITIOCMOTPEII Ha MEHA HO6pO}KeHaTeHBHO " CKa3all:

— ThI 04eHb ITOX0XKa Ha CBOEr0 OTIIa.

— He moxet GBITB, Ballle BeJIMYEeCTBO. JItoau Bcermga TOBOPST, UYTO A II0X02KA Ha CBOIO MAThb.

Y meHd rosnosa mna KPyToOM OT TOT'O, 9YTO 4 TOJIBKO 4YTO y3Halla O CBOEM OTIIE.

«ITo KaKOM NMPUYKMHE €My IIPUIIIOCh 0TKa3aThCS OT JOJIXKHOCTH COBETHHKA MMIIEpaTOpa U MOKUHYThH
OBOpEeI?»

— Korpga-uubynp T y3Haeb. KctaTy, g xoTen Ob CHITpaTh ¢ TOOOM MapTHIo B IaxMaTel. He Morna
OBl THI CHITPATh CO MHOM IPSIMO ceifdac?

— 9T0 OymeT 4ecThbio [JIST MeHs, Ballle BeJIMUYEeCTRO.

3aTeM MHI ChIT'Palin HECKOJIBKO HapTI/IfI B IIIAXMATHL. JTO OBIIH TpH HO6€I[BI H3 Tpex HapTHfI.

MMrepaTop 3aCTEHYHUBO 3aCMESIJIC:

— TbI, KOHEYHO, OTJIUYHO UTPAEIIh B IIaXMaTHl. S MHOTA BEIUT'PHEIBAJI, KOTTA UTPAJl C TBOUM OTI[OM.
Trl mobeauia cBoero orua?

— COBepIHeHHO BEPHO, Ballle BEJIN4YeCTBO.

B oTBeT Ha ero KOMIIJIUMEHT S CKa3ala IIpaBoy.

I/IMHepaTop I[O6pO}KeJ'IaTeJ'[bHO IIOCMOTPEIJI Ha MEeHA U CKa3all:

— IIpocTH, 4TO OTHSAN y TEOST CITUIIKOM MHOTO BpeMeHU. MHe ObIII0 04eHb BECEJIO.

— ITO0 4ecTh IJIsT MEHsI, Ballle BeJIMYEeCTBO. S ToXke MpeKpacHO IIpoBeJia BpeMs.

— 1 OB XOTEJI BpeMsi OT BpeMeHH UTI'paTh C TOOOH B IIaXMaTHl, €CJIU ThI HE BO3pazxKaelb. Th



TIO3BOJINIIL?

B oTnmume OT CBOETO ChIHA, HACTIETHOI 0 IIPpHHIIa, €TI0 BEeJIN4YEeCTBO UMIIEPATOP OBLI OYeHb MSITKUM U
6J'I8.1"OpOJIHbIM YEeJIOBEKOM. Kpome TOTr0, OH OB OUeHb BHUMATEJIEH U 3a00THIICS O YYyBCTBaX
IIPOCTOI'0 YMHOBHUKA CPEJHEro 3B€Ha.

Bo3Mo0kHO, 3TO OBITI0 OBl HEYBAXKUTEIBHO AyMaTh 00 3ToM. Ho ecniu OBl OH OBITT CTAPHIM APYTOM
MOETO OTIIa, & He UMIIePaTOPOM, OH OBl MHE OUeHb IIOHPABUJICS.

— 711 MeHs 3TO 0oJIbIlIasi YeCTh, Ballle BEJIMYECTRBO.

MHe yKe 04eHb TOHPABUJICS UMIIEPATOP, KOTOPHIH II0Ka3aJl CBOI0 T'YMaHHYIO CTOPOHY BMECTO TOTO,
YTOOBI OBITH CYBEPEHHBIM CYILIECTBOM.

«[la, mymaro, HECKOJIbKO IITaXMAaTHHIX ITapTUil MOTYT OBITh B TIOPSAMKE Bellel. f Bcerma MOTy OUTpaTh
C TaKUM UMIIEPATOPOM».

4 mokmoHUIach €MY, BHIIIIJIa U3 KabuHeTa u 06Hapy}KI/ma, 4T0 YenneHo HEPBHO XKOET MEHA.

Coap AppuaH yreIOHYIICS, TOJONAS KO MHE:

— 4 npoBoxKy Bac 0OpaTHO, MUIEOHN.

— Cnacwubo 3a Bamry 1o6poTy, Cap.

Korpa s uta ¢ Humu o6paTtHo, UessieHo KOCHYJICS MeHs c3afu. OH CIIPpOCHUII, BCe JIX CO MHOMH B
nopspke. d KUBHYyJa, ¥ MOY Ky3€H IIPeBpaTUiICS U3 00eCIIOKOEHHOTO Ky3eHa B HEXKHOT'O PHIaps.
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