Y MeHs 110 pykKaMm nobexany Mypalllky, KOraa s mo¥Maja Ha ce0e B3TJISIo KPacHBIX I'la3
VimmepaTopa. Ero okpoBaBieHHEIN Med OBl HAllpaBieH MHE B I'PYOb, OH IIPOJBUTAJI €T0 BIIEPEN, IMOKa
OCTPHIM KOHUMK He KOCHYJICS MOeU KOxXU. [laHMKa MTHOBEHHO OXBaTHuJla MEH, U 5 OKa3ajach
napaj“30BaHHOM Y HEMIOABUXKHOM Iepel HUM. f 3afbIXxanach, HO CJIOBa He LA y MEHS 30 pTa, TaK
Kak s OBICTPO TPsICIIa TOJIOBOM B OTYASTHUM.

Ecnu a1 OTCTYIIIIIO, OH HaBEPHsKa Y6I:éT HI/IHY, d 1 He MOT'y 3TOro JIOI'[YCTI/ITI:!

3aTeM, CJIOBHO CIIPOBOIIMPOBaHHEIE MOMM HEIIOBUHOBEHHKEM, Tla3a MiMIiepaTopa IOTEMHENH eIle
Oornblie, ¥ MHE TI0Ka3aJi0Ch, YTO ST BOT-BOT IIOTEPSIIO CO3HAHUE. 1 CUIIbHO 3aKyCHIa T'y0Orl, YyYBCTBYS,
KaK IIOJI TSKEeCThI0 €T0 B3r/IsAfa y MeHs moarubarorcs kojgeHu. OH CMOTpeIT Ha MeHSs eIllé HeCKOJIbKO
CEKYHZ, HO 3aTeM Pe3KO CTaJl XMypPhIM U OIIYCTHUII Med.

OH WENKHYI 93LIKOM, 3aTeM rpy00 CXBAaTUII MeHS 3a PYKY U Hadasl TIHYTh IPOYb U3 KOMHATHI:

— Cnepnyu 3a MHOM.

¢ He Mory criepXkaTh XHBIKaHbe, BEIPBaBIIeecs U3 Moux ry6. OH fepakKasl MO0 PYKY CJIUIIKOM KPEIKOo,
HO He oOpallaj BHUMaHUS Ha MOU TUXUe KpUKY 00nu. MeHs 6eCIIOMOIITHO Tallli/Id, U I YyYBCTBOBAIa,
Kak JIuHa nblTaeTcs OOTAHYTHCA 00 MEHS:

— Ho!..

¢ He ycIlena e OTBETHTh, TaK KakK MMIepaTop IPOOOIKUI TAIllUTh MEHS TOPa3o AaJiblie, IPUBET B
OTHENbHYI0 KOMHATY U PE3KO0 3aXJIOMHYJI 3a COO0H JBEDPE.

On yCanoujl MEHs Ha OWBAH. Mosg PyKa BCE eIne IIyNnbCUPOBAJIad, 1 51 HE OCMEJINBaJIaCk CMOTPETEL eMy
IIpsAIMO B I'Jia3aq, 0osick ero rueBa. Moé cepane Ka3ajIoCh, 4TO OHO BOT-BOT B30pBéTCH. Adc TPperneTom
B3TJIAHYJIa Ha HETO, IIOHKMMas, YTO BIIEPBEIE BH2KY €0 TAKUM SMOIIMOHAJIBHEIM.

4 cupena HEMOABUIKHO U NOTHpPaja MOKPACHEBIIYIO PYKY. OTO OB JOBOJIBHO TAXKENBIY OeHb. YTO
IIPOUCXOOUT cervac?

OH HafyJCs ¥ MMOBEPHYJICS KO MHE CIIMHOM. f BUMeNa, KaK ero CIMHA CJIerka B3sIMasiach, KOTa OH
menan rioyOOKui, TpoxKalui BooX. Ka3amoch, OH MHITAETCS YCIOKOUTHCS, ¥ B OTYASTHUHU TIOTHEC
JafoHb KO 710Y.

[ToueMy oH ObIT TaK 30717

4 momneITanack NPOTSAHYTH K HEMY PYKY, HO B IIOCJIENHIOI0 CEKYHIY OCTaHOBUIACh. [logoxauTe, 4To A
nesnato? HeyxKemnu g TOJIBKO UTO IBITAIaCh €ro YTellUuTh?



Heyxenu yTemats MMmepaTopa - 3TO TO, UTO S YyBCTBOBAajIa €CTECTBEHHEIM 00pa3oM? MHe HyKHO
B3siTh ce06s B pyku. Ceiiyac HETOAXOMsIIee BpeMs [Jisi TAKOT0 IOBEJeHus, MogyMara 51, KPEemKO CXkKaB
KyJIaKu.

OH coenan cepuio rTy0OKHUX BIOXOB, €T0 MJIeYX OCIIabuIN HampsixKeHue, KOria OH IIOBEPHYJICS KO
MHe nu1oM. Ero ritaza 0osbiine He OBITM KPACHBIMY, HAKOHEI[-TO BEPHYBILIUCH K CBOEMY
TIepBOHAYaIbHOMY, 30JI0OTUCTOMY I[BETY. XOTS OH Ka3aJiCs Teleph ropa3fio CIOKOUHee, ST BCE elé
oTracasiack, Tak Kak BCE elné ciabo YyBCTBOBaja I'Py0OCTh B €TI0 MOBEIEHUH.

OH pacIonoXkuJICs Mepefo MHOU U TIOJIOKWII PYKU Ha CIIMHKY Kpeciia, 06XBaTHB MEHS C ABYX CTOPOH.
¢ oTBena B3TJISAH OT HETO, TaK KaK He MOTIJIa 3aCTaBUTh ce0si CMOTPETh Ha HEro mpsmo.
YyBCTBOBAJa, KakK €r0 HEPOBHOE [bIXxaHKWe 00myBaeT Mou mEKU. OH CIUIIKOM OIM3KO0, CITUIITKOM
OIK13KO.

HeKOTopoe BpeMs HUKTO HE Pa3roBapuBajl, HO I/IMnepaTop IEePBEIM HAPYIIXII TUIIHUHY:

— Trt cobupaernrbcs yoexxaTb OT MEHS?

Mou rnasa PaCUIupuiinChk OT €ro BOIIPOCa. 4 coBceM He oxupmamna 3Toro. A gyMaila, 94TO OH OTYHUTAET
MEH{ 34 TO, 4TO i IIOILIJIa KyOa-TO OJHA U 6e3 ero pa3penieHnsa, HO 0Ka3adJIOCh, YTO €ro BOJIHOBAJIO
COBCEM pyroe. 4 Oriya Tak YOUBJIEHA, YTO IMOPEIBKCTO IIOKa4alla rOJI0BOM, Ha CEKyHIYy 3aI1io3aajio
OCO3HAaB, YTO JOJIKHAa OBIJIa OTBETUTh eMy.

— T'oBopu! - mpopsryan UmmnepaTtop. OT TPOMKOCTH €T0 T'0jI0Ca 5 3aApoKajia OT TOJIOBHI [I0 ST, a U3
TOpJia BHIPBAJIaCh HEJIOBKAS MKOTA. 51 MOCIENIHO IIPUKPhIIa POT, HO MKOTa He MpeKpananach.

ViMmepaTop CHOBa pa3rHeBascs. Ero HepoBHOe [bIxaHUe Temepb OBII0 TSKETBIM, KaK Y OTPOMHOTO
3Bepsi, HABUCIIET0 Hajl CBoei moObuer. S MoYyBCTBOBAA, YTO JbIXaHKWe BEIOMBAETCS M3 MEHS, KOTha
s elllé MJIOTHee 3axaja por.

— 41 ucuenun TBOE TopJo, u 1 coOUpPaICs MO3BONIUTEL Tebe CTOSITh PSIOM CO MHOM. M BOT Kak THI
OTILIaTHJIa MHe? Yberaelin?

Hert! 4 He yOerana! {1 oTyasiHHO 3aMOTasia I'OJIOBOM, He OTKPHIBAsk pTa. [ s Ha HETO B TAKOM T'HEBE,
sl He MOTJIa TOBOPUTH BOOOIIIE.

— OTBeuait! - mpopeIva OH, OLICTPHIM ABUKEHUEM JIOMasi CIIMHKY Kpeciia, 3a KOTOPYIo mepxkancs. A
He MOIJIa IOIIEeBEeIUTLCS, M B 3TOT MOMEHT MOE TeJI0 3aMeTHO ApoxKajo. OH OTHEPHYI PYKY OT
CIIMHKY ¥ CHeflas mar Ha3af. Ero xBaTka OblJla HACTOJIBKO CUIBHOM, YTO OTOPBAHHAS OIlopa
cJioMasach Iof ero KyJjakoM, OTIIPaBUB KyCKHU [JepeBa IafaTh Ha KOBED.

Bnarouapﬂ IIPOCTPAHCTBY, KOTOPOE OBLITIO MeXOy HaMH, s CMOTJIa JIy4Ille Pa3rigaaeThb ero JIUIIO. Xots
OH, HECOMHEHHO, OB 3071, ST TaKXKe yBUpOea HaMéEK Ha TPYCTh B €ro ria3ax. JTto 3peuIie BEI3BAJIO



crmaboe BOJTHEHUE B MO€EM TPyOou, Kak 6YI[TO MO€E cepane CZKUMaJIOCh.

[Touemy?

MKOTa MOJTHOCTHIO IPEeKPATHUIIACh.

[Touemy y Te0s1 Takoe NU1I0? Pa3muyHble SMOIMY - 3aMeIaTeIbCTBO, CTPax U IIOK - OyIieBanyd BO
MHe. JTO OH C[iefia/l U3 MeHS KYKJIy ¥ IIPUBEII CIofla, U 9TO M3-3a HEero s Bhi0exkasa U3 KOMHATHI.
[ToyeMy UMEHHO OH CelYac BBITISIOUT OOMKEHHBIM?
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