A He roTOBa K TOMY, YTOOBI KTO-TO Y3HaJI, 94TO A4 YMEIO YUTAaTh. Oxa3zanock, 4TO YMEHNE YUTATh U
IIKCATh OBIJIO BaXHee, 4eM 1 OyMalld.

4 xoTena cupocuTs, noyeMmy JInHa BOPYT BepHYIach, KOTAa OABEPh OTKPHIIAach, HO BMECTO HEE CTOSITI
Wwmmnepatop. IIpomwio Bcero gsa daca € TexX II0p, Kak MBI PacCTaIUCh B KapeTe. Pa3Be 0H He [NOJIKEH
ObL1 O0IIIATHCS C BLICOKOIIOCTABIEHHEIMM MUIIaMHU XpaMa? YTo OH 3[ech genan? YOuBIEHHAsS
BHE3alHLIM IOSIBIEeHUEM MMnepaTopa, s yCTaBUIach Ha HETO U yBUAENa, YTO ero B3TJIAN METHYJIICS K
KHHUTE, KOTOPYIO 5 flepXaJjla B pyKaX, IIIMPOKO PACKPHIB Ha O€Opax.

ViMmepaTop BHITTISIAEN TaK Xe YOUBIEHHO, Kak U 1. OH MOPTHYJI apy pas, rja3a COCPefoTOYNINChH
Ha MHe, HaKJIOHUB I'0JIOBY, KakK Oy[ITO OH IIOT'PY3UJICS B CBOM MBIC/IMA. 3aTEM BhIpaXKEHHUE ero JIUa
U3MEHUJIOCh Ha pacTepsiHHOe. [ToyeMy OH Tak CMOTPUT Ha MeHs?

He 3akpriBas 3a co00¥ IBePbh, OH MOMOLIEN KO MHe U ITOJHSI MeHs ¢ nofyla. KHura cocKonb3Hyna ¢
Moux G€fep U C TIyXUM CTYKOM yIiaja Ha MOJ.

Yt0? [Touemy? MHe 4TO, He/Ib3d YUTATh? DTO KaKasA-TO 3allpeTHasI KHUra, 0 KOTOPOU HUKTO He
IOJIXKEeH 3HaTh?

Pa3Hble MBIC/TH 3aII0THUIM MO0 T'OJIOBY, X He yCIIeia S OIOMHUTLCS, KaK OKa3alach B €T0 00BATHSX,
KOTJla OH KPemnKo 00HSII MeHs. DTO OBbII MEePBHIM pa3, KOrma OH OOHSII MEeHS C MPOIUIOH HeaellH.
Mexny HaMu He ObIJIO MPOCTPAHCTBA, ST YYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK OH CJIETKA IPOXKUT, IPUKKUMASCh KO MHE,
U 5 3a[jaBajlaCh BOIIPOCOM, YTO C HUM He TaK.

— Jlunuaxa... - IIPpOLIEIITAaJl OH TUXHUM I'OJIOCOM.

Korpga oH npousHec e€ uMs, TOJILKO TOT[Ia 5 MOHsIa, YTo JInraHa mobuia 3Ty KHUTY. Heyxkenu oH
BCIIOMHUTI 0 JIMNKaHe, KOTr[a yBUAEN MEeHS CUASIIEHN Ha MOy C 9TOM KHUTOU B PyKax?

OH yKe BOCIIpUHMMAJI MEeHSI TaKOW, Kakas s eCTh, oOpalliancsi Ko MHe 10 uMeHu - MloHa, HO, TT0X0XKe,
s OOCTaBIIsANia eMy HEIIPUSITHOCTH, IIOCO3HATEIbHO 3aCTaBlsas ero gyMmath o JIlunuase. f xoTena
CKa3aTb eMy, KaK MHe XaJlb.

¢ TUXOHBKO ITOXJIOTIajIa TUPaHa I10 CIIMHe, HafesCh, YTO MOM JKeCT IT0KaXkKeT, KaK s COXKaJielo 0 TOM,
YTO CHOBa pa30yauia ero TpaBMHL.

— ¢ BaM He moMeran? - pa3gajcs rojoC V ABePH, YOUBUB MeHs, KOTfia 5 MMOMHsIJIa TOJIOBY U YBUIeIa
CTOSILIIETO TaM MYXKYKHY C MSATKOM yIBIOKOM Ha nuiie. EMy, BeposiTHO, OBIIIO OKOJIO OBAOIATH JIET, Y
Hero ObIJIM CBETJIbIe BOJIOCH U TojTy0ble ri1a3a. To, KakK OH epkKasics, TakxXKe CO3[IaBaJio BlievaTIeHue,
YTO OH XOPOIIIO BOCITUTAH.

U 4 cpa3sy xke y3Hana ero. 310 JlaBuc, cKpuTeY [IpunI] MMIIepaTOpCKOU CEMBH.



OH OBl eOUHCTBEHHBIM IIOTOMKOM IBYX Pa3HBIX MIMIIepaTOpPCKUX POOOB, KOTOpLie MiMIiepaTop
COXPaHHUT B XKUBBIX. OH HE TOJIHKO BEIPOC B XpaMme, HO ¥ OBIJT OMHUM U3 HEMHOTHX JTIOJIeH, KOTOpPhIe
OTHOCUITHCH K MIMIIepaTopy ¢ Tako# moOpoToii. Bo3M0OXKHO, UMEeHHO 1mo3ToMy MMmepaTop He youmn
JlaBuCa, ITOCKOJIBKY, HECMOTPS Ha CBOIO POIOCIIOBHYIO, OH OB MOPSIOYHEIM YeJI0BEKOM, B KOTOPOM
He OBIJI0O HU KallIM aTYHOCTH - UJIM ITIOTOMY, YTO OH 3HAJI, UTO He MMeeT IpaBa B30MTH Ha TPOH.

— Kax TOJIBKO BB l'IpI/I6I>IJ'II/I, BEI IIOTAIIXAJIA MEHS, CKa3dB, UYTO 4 BdM HYXKE€H, U 3dCTABUJIX MEHS
clemoBaTh 3a Bamu. Ho, BUguMo, MHE HpI/IHéTCH Ha BpeMdA IOKUHYTH BacC.

JlaBucC 3aroBOpPHJI, MeJJIEHHO IIOKJIOHUBIINCE.

— Ax, ma. { melcTBUTENIBHO IPOCUII Te0sT CIeqoBaTh 3a MHOM.

3aTeM, CJIOBHO IIpuns B cebs, I/IMnepaTop BEIITYCTHII MEHA U3 CBOUX o00bsiTui. OH IIOBEPHYIICA, YTOORI
IIOCMOTPETh Ha MEHA, U CKa3all:

— Hona, oH moMoxeTt Tebe.

HekoTopoe BpeMs s CTOsI/Ia OllapaiieHHas. [IpaBUIbHO ¥ s ero ycnbimana? Yto? 4 udydana nuio
WmMmepaTtopa, ¥ MOH T7la3a METaIUCh MeXAy HUM 1 JlaBucoM, 06a CMOTpPEJTH Ha MEHS C 0KUTaHUEM.
¢ OTBIEKJIACH OT HUX W PEIInyIa COCPEIOTOYUTHCS Ha JIIOCTPE.

4 oTKa3BIBalOCh BEPUTH B TO, YTO TOJIBKO YTO ychbimana. OH cepbe3H0? OH IENCTBUTENBHO CKa3all,
4yTO JIaBUC BBHIJIEYUT MOE TOPJIO?

HuKTO TOTKOM He 3HaJ, OBIIN I OHHM B XOPOIIKMX OTHOIIEHUSX WX HeT. B opurunane MmmepaTtop
OTHOCHUJICSI K HeMy HaCTOPOKEHHO, HO OH yOepér ero oT cMepTH, a JIaBUC, HAaIPOTUB, KCKPEHHEe
3aboTumncs 06 MMmeparTope, HO CTApasCs OepXKaThCS HAa PACCTOSHUH.

W TH BepHEINIL MHE T'0JI0C, lazKe eCJIU [AJIS 3TOT0 MPUAETCS MIPOCUTHL IIOMOIIM Y YeJI0BEKa, KOTOPOMY
OH He [I0 KOHIIa HOBEPSIIL.

VimmepaTop, 0 KOTOPOM S 3Hal0, He OBIJT Y4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIH cTasl Ovl IIoBepraTh ce0st pUCKY pPafu
IPOCTOM KYKybl. [ToMHST 006 9TOM, 1 BHUMaTEeIbHO Ha0moana 3a HUM, U OH IoMMaJsl MOM B3TJISL
CBOMM, BBITJISI[ISI HEMHOT'O CMYIIEHHBIM.

Korpma Hamm ria3a 0CTaHOBUIIMCH APYT Ha Apyre, JIaBUC, KOTOPHIE CIIOKOHMHO Ha6GII0masl 3a HaMH,
Pa3pas3uiICs CMEXOM.

— IToxoxe, IeByllIKa He 0YeHb-TO BaM foBepsieT, Baiie BennyectBo. OHa BHITTIAAUT Tak, OyATO He
BEPUT BaM.



— 3aTKHUCH, TafHO? - OTBeTUN MiMIiepaTop, HO B €T0 CJI0BaX He OBIIO YKOpa.

— Kak oHa MOKeT [I0oBepsTh BaM, KOT7Ia BEl TaK TOBOPHUTE €M, YTO ST MOT'Y IIOMOT'Y, He YOOCYKHBIIUCH
IIPEeOCTaBUTb MEHS?

JlaBuc IIPUIIOOHSATI OOHY 6pOBI>. On IIPOYHUCTHUII TOPJIO U IIOBEPHYIICA, YTOOBI IIOCMOTPETE MHE B JIHUIIO.

[Tocne yrosopos JlaBuca MnepaTop COTJIaCUIICS U IIPeNCTaBUl MeHs.

— 970 JlaBuc, BepXx0oBHHI Xkpell Tepesnl. S MpUBEN ero ciofa, YToOH OH OMOT Tebe.
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