On xectoM Besien I'pady yiTH, ¥ TOT ITOCTIENTHO yaanuics. [Tocie ero yxoma BOIIIM KAHIYIEp U
PoiiBeH. PumpuaH mpuKasal UM HadyaTh COCTABIISThH CIIMCOK MIPUYKMH BOCCTaHHUs. PoliBeH mepenan eMy
HECKOJIBKO BO3MOXKHBIX 00BSICHEHHH, KOTOPHIE OH yXKe 3aIlKCcall, B TO BpeMs KaK KaHIJIeP OTKPHLT
[IBEpH [I7IsT JBOPSIH.

Punpuan co3Bai OBOpSH nof Ipenyiorom JIykpelnaHCKOM 3aBOeBaTeIbHOU BOUHEL. [log BumoM
IPOCHOBI 0 TIOAIePKKE B CPAXKEHUSX OH XOTeJl IPOBEPUTH JBOPSH Ha IPEAMET BO3MOXKHEIX
BAHOBHUKOB. B TeueHUe CeqyI0IuX HeCKOJIbKAX 4YaCOB OH ITIOIOBOPUJI C YETEIPEMS CAaMBIMU
BIUATEIbHBIMY IPUIBOPHEIMY, HO HU Y KOTO U3 HUX He HAIIOCh IPUYXH NIpefaTs ero. Bce onn
OregHeNy IPU OJHOM TOJILKO MBICIIH 00 3TOM.

PunpuaH moTép ronoBy. CaMbIM BIIUSTENIbHBIM U3 BeJTbMOXK Obl1 Bubpro, HO OH He KaxXOall HU
cnaBbl, HU BiacTu. OH ObUT YIPSMBIM Y€JI0BEKOM U3 [IOCTOMHOM CeMbH U 00671a7al BRICOKUM YyBCTBOM
BepHOCTHU. Ecnt O6bI He BEpPOSATHOCTh TOT'O, UTO OH MOT IIOTEPSITh JOBEPHE OMHOTO U3 JBOPSH, PaliBeH
OBl TIOJTHOCTBIO BEIYEPKHYT Mapku3a Bubpuo 13 cnucka.

Ot AMOPHO TOKe He OBIJI0 HUKAKKUX HOBOCTEM. Ero TalHbIe IIMHOHCKHAE CeTH TOXKEe ITPOBOIUIIN
co0CTBEHHOE paccliefloBaHue, HO 110 MIPOIIECTBUY OHS OHU He [aly HUKAKUX CYIIeCTBEHHBIX
pe3ynbTaToB. KpoMe sima. BeTKu gepeBa, Ha KOTOPOM IpsiTajcs yOuiila, Korfa IMyCTUI OTPaBIeHHYI0
CTpeny, oTMupanu. [IoKHO OBITE, A7 OB Ype3BbIUaliHO TOKCHYeH. KpoMe 3TOro, HUKaKOU APyrou
nH(popMaluu He ObIT0. YOUMIIEI He OCTABUIN HUKAKUX CIIEOB O CBOMX MOTHBAX UJIK O TOM, Ha KOTO
oHM paboTanu.

B ero Umnepuu Ovlna IpyIiia e, KOTOPhie KCII0Ih30BaK TAKOW XKe S, DTO ObITA OMacHBIE
mrogu. Bo3aMoxkHo... - mogymMan MMmnepaTtop, pa3pabaThiBast Teopuio. S MOKeH BEIOPATLCS OTCIOMA.

— Kro cnenpyromuii? - morpe6oBan MMmneparop.

— Mapku3s [laneH, HO OH ellé B IyTH. [lyMalo, eMy ITOHamOOUTCS Yac UK [IBa, YTOOB OOpaThCs
ctoga. ITompocuThk IOBApOB MPUTOTOBUTH €Y, IIOKA MBI XKAEM? - CIIPOCUIT P3liBeH.

PuppuaH He 3aMeTHJI, 9TO yKe HaCTYIIUIO BpeMs yKuHa. Ha ero nure nosiBuiack HeGobIas
yIbIOKa.

— [IpuHecure €€ B CIaNbHIO, - IONPOCUTI OH. EMy He HPaBUJIOCh, YTO OH OCTABUJI BEIIX CBOEU KYKJIH,
¥ OH IIOyMaJl, YTO CMOXKET YTEIIUTh €€ 3a Y2KMHOM. B IIpOIUIbY pa3 OHa IOYTH He ena. B 3TOT pas
OH 3aCTaBUT €€ CheCTb Tpu OyTepOpoza.

[lepen yxomoMm OH [ani yKa3aHUs PaliBeHy.

— MHe HYXKHO KOe-4TO cKa3aTh PaBrcy. HazHaub BpeMs, KOrfia Mkl CMOKeM 1oo61maThesi. CKaxu
€My, U4TO g BCTPEUYyCh C HUM II0CJIe TOr'0, KaK IOyXKUHAI.



— Ia, Cap, - oTBeTun PaiiBeH.
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ITaTts... Her, miecTs 4uenoBeK.

Kykmna momxkHa OBITh B KOMHaTe. JIn00 OHa XJOET TaM, HUYero He felas, 1100 oHa CO CIyXKaHKOi,
KOTOpas IpuHecia el eny. Ho 4To-To O6b110 He TakK, iMIepaTop He MOT ONpefe/nTh, YTO KMEHHO, HO
B TO K€ BpeMs YyBCTBOBAJI 3T0. BuepalrHee HeOXKUIaHHOE HallaJleHHue 3aCTaBUIIO ET0
HACTOPOXKHUTHLCS, U, IOMHST 00 9TOM, OH OBLICTPHIMY IIaTaMK HAIIPABUIICS K CBOEH CITajIbHE.

YT0 IPOUCXOOUT?

BHe3anmHoCTh ero MOsSIBIIEHUS HCIIyTralla pbluapeﬁ, CTOSABIIHNX Y OBEPHU.

— Baime BenmuuecTBo! - 3aKkpu4ainy OHU APYT 3a APyroM, Ho MMmepartop He o6paTuil Ha HUX
BHUMAaHMA ¥ PHIBKOM pacliaxHy ABepb. CllyKaHKU, HaXOAUBIINECS B KOMHATE, B3OPOTHYJIU U
TIOCITIEITHO BhIOekKasy U3 O0KOBOM KOMHATHI, HU3KO CKJIOHUB T'OJIOBEL.

— IIpusetctsyto Ilepsrii JIyd Hamexpel Benukou Mmnepuu MBaHT, - IpoILeNTaau OHU B YHUCOH.

I/IMHepaTop CKa3aJl, CJIOBHO HUYETO HEe CJIBIIIA.

— Yo 3a cyeta?

HukTO0 13 ceMu 4enoBeK, BKITIOYas prI.IapefI, CTOLABIINX Y OBEPHU, HE OTBETHUII Ha €I0 BOIIPOC.

— I'me oHa? JTa... KyKia? - pe3K0 CIPOCHUJI OH, CKAHUPY I'Jla3aMU CJIyXKaHOK, KOTOPBIE 3aMeTHO
OpoxKanu Ha cBoux MecTtax. Cyas o uX UCIyTraHHEIM nullaM, MiMrepaTop pemni, 4To KyKJia AOJIKHa
OBITH Ha MaJIeHbKOW KpOBaTH B O0KOBOY KOMHAaTe. Torfa OH HallpaBUICS B KOMHATY, B KOTOPYIO He
CTyIlajla Hora UMIepaTropa C TexX Iop, Kak OH Iocenuscs Bo aBopue. Kykia nexasa Ha KpoBaTH,
BOKPYT €€ I'oJI0BHI Obllla HaMOTaHa MOBsI3Ka, CKBO3b TKaHb KOTOPOM IIPOCaYHBaach KPOBb, a BEIPE3
eé Oesoro xanara OBITT TakK XKe MCIIaYyKaH KPOBBIO.

B xoMHarTe, Ky[aa IIOYTHU HEe IIPOHHUKAJI COJIHEYHBIN CBET, KYyKJIa JieZKaJjlda C 3aKPBITEIMU I''Ta3aMH,
CJIOBHO B FJ'IY6OKOM CHE, U BhHITJIANEIIa TakK, 6YJITO OHa yX&K€ MEPTBa.

Yro 3a 4épT? PupmpraH MKXPOKO PACKpPHI I'/1a3a, U He YCIlesl OH OIIOMHUTLCS, KaK ero 3peHue
TIOMYTHEJIO ¥ CTasio abCOJIOTHO YEPHHIM. Ero Teno oHeMeo, ¥ OH CMOT Paclo3HaTh 3HAKOMYIO
IOPOXKb, K KOTOPOM IIPUBHIK 3@ BCE 9T T'Ofbl. DTO Obl/Ia €TO TPaBMa, CHOBA ITPOSIBUBIIASICS B BUMIE
IIaHUYEeCKOU aTaKy, KOTopas 3aCTaBujla ero oTepsTh OllyllleHe OKpyKalolero Mupa.



Bcé ero Teso clIoBHO MOTSIXKEIEN0, B TOJI0OBe apuil OECIOPSIOOK, a B yIllaX CHOBa M CHOBA 3By4Yall
TUXUH IIEIO0T:

— Y0eit meHs. YOelt meHsi, PumpuaH.

Tomoc JIunuaHk yMOJISiI CHOBA U CHOBa. OH 3aKpPHUT YIIH, IIBITASCh 3aTIyIIUTh TOJI0C, HO CJI0Ba
CTQHOBUJIMCH BCE IPOMYE U IIPeBpalllaiNCh B UCTOIIHbIM KPHUK:

— Voen mens! [Toxanylicta, yoeir MeHs!
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