9To OBIIO BEIpaKeHKe, KOTOPOTO s Y HeTro He Buesa. FiMmepaTop, KOTOPHIHA BCETIa BO3BpAIIaICs
KaXOyI0 HOYb, HHOTIa IIOCPEOY JHSI, KOTOPHIH PacCKa3bIBaJl CTPAIITHEIE HCTOPUU CPEOY CBOEH
COHJIUBOCTH ¥ OOHHMAJ MEHS TaK KPEMKO, YTO MHE XOTEeJIOCh IJIaKaTh.

MoxeT ObITh, OH CMHUPHJICS C TEM, UTO 5 eMCTBUTENILHO 3aMeHua JIumuany.

PaHbIile ero auI0 Ka3anocCh CAeIaHHBIM U3 CYXOM TJIMHBI, XKECTKUM M HEIIOIBUKHBIM, HO CETONHS OH
BBITJISIIE] HEMHOTO pacciiabIeHHbIM U OTHOCHUJICS KO MHE Tak, Oy[ATO s melCTBUTEIbHO JIunraHa. ITO
Onlna 00HAmEXMBAOIIAS, HO B TO XK€ BPEMS TPEBOXKHAsS MHEICTIL. [I0Ka OH BUIUT BO MHE €€, OH
HUKOTTIa He CMOXKET IOPBaTh CO MHOM CBSI3b, @ 3TO 3HAUMT, YTO OH HE YBUOUT MEHS HACTOSIIYIO,
CTOSILITYIO TTepef HUM.

4 3apmymuuBOo HaOmofana 3a HUM, KOTJja OH YJIETCS Ha TPaBy, IOJI0XKUB I'OJIOBY Ha Mou O€npa.
HomKHO ObITH, My OEeWCTBUTENIbHO HPaBITCSI Mou GExpa.

4 He mymarna, uto MiMImepaTopy HPaBUTCS MTPOCTOTA JIeKaHUS Ha 3eMJie, IOTOMY YTO B pOMaHe OH
BCerma ObIT CTPOT ¥ GPUTBEHHO-OCTPOYMEH IIPAKTUYEeCKH BO BCEM. OH OBLT KAKKM YTOOHO, HO TOJIBKO
He paccablieHHBIM, ITPOTUBOIIOIOKHBIM TOMY, KaKUM OH OBII ceidac.

— ¥V MeHs Xopolee HaCTPOEHUE, - TPOU3HEC OH, KOT{IA €T0 Ila3a MITKO 3aKPHITUCE. [ITHITH
mebeTany B CBOMX THe3[axX, BeCeso XKyxKxKa BOKPYT Hac, CO3[aBas MPUSITHYI0 aTMOCheDY.

[To3HAKOMUBUIUCE C IMIIepaTOPOM-TUPAHOM IOONIUKE, 5T TOHSIIA, YTO OH CIIOKOMHEe, YeM 5
oxwupasna. Y Hero, KOHeyHo, OblTa 3aAyMyuBas aypa, HO KpOMe TOT0, YTO B IIEPBBIN IEHb OH CXBATUII
MeHS 3a BOPOTHUK U IIBHIPHYJI HOPOTOM Ha BUJ T'OPIIOK, OH He chefiajl Hu4ero 6IM3Koro K HaCUJIUIO.

Y mue ObIT0 kKanmb MIiepaTopa, IIOTOMY 4TO OH O0pOJICS C TpPaBMaMU U KOIIIMapaMy BHYTpPHU Cebs.
Bo3MozxkHO, 51 OblTa eAMHCTBEHHOM, C KEM OH OBUIT Tak HoOp, Bedh 5 - KyKJa.

4 6e3gymHO cMoTpena Ha He0o. He mymast HM 0 4éM KOHKPETHOM, 51 HaOiogasna, Kak o6aka IIBIBY T
110 TOJTyOOMY TOPHU30HTY. MSITKUH JIETHUM BETEP [AyJI CO BCEX CTOPOH, Pa3dyBasi MOU BOJIOCHI, U
BEEPOM CTeKaJl 110 I[eKaM, HaBeBasi COHJIMBOCTh. §1 He MOJI)KHA 3aCHIIATh.

Mou BeKH CTaIM TSKETBIME, U 51 He CMOTJIa yIepKaTh UX OT 3aKPHITUsA. M0O€ 3peHre 3aTyMaHUIIOCh,
U IIpex[e 4eM s MOHSsIJa, YTO 3acHYyJa, FiMIepaTop OTKpPHII I'/1a3a, Habiogas 3a MHOM HEKOTOpoe
BpEMSI.
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— JIunwu, npocHucsk. JIunm.

B apeMoTe s yCJIbIIIalla cra0bIi 3BYK, 6YJITO KTO-TO 3BaJl MeH. £ MeaJIeHHO OTKDPGHIJIA I'Ia3a,
IIporoHsd COH, KOrga I/IMnepaTop KOCHYIJICA IIaJIbIIEM MOEH IEKH.



3aMeTHB, 4YTo 5 IIPOCHYJIACh, I/IMHepaTop PEe3KO0 BCTaAJl, ¥ A IMOCIIEITHO IT0CIeg0Balla €Tro IIpuMepy.
3aTeM OH IIPpUTAHYII MEHA K cebe ¥ 3aKJIIOYMI B OOBITHS.

Mou rna3a BCE elé OBIIM 3aTyMaHeHBl CHOM, U 5 CTOSIJIa Iiepef HUM pacTepsiHHasi, 3aCTUTHYTas
BPACIIOX HEOXKUIaHHEIM TPUKOCHOBEHUEM.

— He meBenuch, - MPOU3HEC OH, KPEIIKO 0OXBATUB MEHS 3a TaJIHIO.

Mt ObH Tak O/IM3KO0, ¥ HAC He pa3fesisii HU OOUH CAaHTUMETD, UTO 5 IOYyBCTBOBAJIA 3allax res s
Oyla, KOTOPHIM OH KCIIONIb30Bas Buepa. Mos IeKa, KPelKo IpUXKaBIIascs K ero mjaedy, ctana
TEIIJION.

VimmepaTop OBII HETIOABUKEH. f MOMHSIIA TOIOBY, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh Ha HETO, ¥ YBUfeNa, YTO OH
HETIOABUKHO CMOTPHUT Ha YTO-TO 1MO3aau MeHs. UTO ero Tak BCTPEBOKUIIO?

[Tpexke yeM s ycIiesna IOBEPHYTH TOJIOBY, YTOOH ITIOCMOTPETh, YTO UMEHHO IIPUBJIEKIIO €T0
BHHMaHUe, FiMIiepaTop 3ar0BOPHIL:

— Kak Tl cMeellb pephiBaTh MEHS?

B ero rosoce CHIIAIOCH Pa3gpakeHue.

¢4 Gbiza IOpakKeHa siIOM B €T0 CJI0BAaX, ¥ TOJNBKO IIOTOM YCJIBIIIaja CIabbli 3BYK IIeiecTa KyCTOB.
HmmepaTop He MPEeMUHYJT 3aMEeTUTh, UTO 3a KyCTaMHU KTO-TO MIPSTAJCS ¥ HaOI0masn 3a HaMu
HEU3BECTHO CKOJIbKO BPEeMEHH.

Moé cepaiie GelreHo 3a0UI0Ch, U S TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK MOE TeJIo EPHYJIOCh OT cTpaxa. KTo tam?!
Pyku gpozkanu, s mpuxkalla KyJlaku K rpyau MMmepartopa, a riia3a HepBHO Oeranu Tyma-cioma. KTo Obl
TaM HU OBLJT 32 KyCTaMHM, V¥ HETO SIBHO He OBIJI0 OOPEIX HaMepeHuH.

'na3a MmnepaTopa ObiTy OYPHBIMU U HANIPSAKEHHBIMHY, 1 CMOTpPesia Ha Hero, 0KUas ero peakluu, u
He 3aMeTHUIIa, KaK ero PYKU MOJHSIIKUCH BRIIIE, TIOJIOKUB YTEIIUTENbHYI0, HO TBEPAYIO JIaflOHh MHE Ha
CIIKHY. f moIIaTHYIACh, TOBEPHYJIA I'0JIOBY B CTOPOHY, ¥ MOM Tjla3a PaCIINPUINCE, YBUAEB OBICTPO
IBUXKYIIAKWCS 00BEKT, HAalPaBIISIOMIUICS KO MHE.

9T0 Oblsa cTpena. Y MeHs He OBIIO JOCTAaTOYHO BPEMEHHU, UTOOBI YKIIOHUTHLCS OT HEE.

— JloTy60py, - HU3KKUM T'0JI0COM IIPOM3HEC MiMIlepaTop, ¥ TyMaHHas JbIMKa 3aKPYKHUIach B €T0 PyKe
U npuHsna Gopmy Meda. be3 mpomenieHus OH B3MaxHYJI MEYOM C OTPOMHOM CKOPOCTHIO U yIapui 1o
NeTsIIeH cTperne, 0TOPOCHUB €€ B CTOPOHY, ITOCJIe Yero pa3maliCs IPOX0T, FPOMKO 3BEHSIIHUY B HALTUX
yIax.



WmnepaTop Kpenye 00XBAaTUII MEHS ¥ TIOBEPHYJI CBOE TEJI0, 3alllUiasi MEHs, a 3aTEM B3MaxHYI
MEYOM BO BTOpPOIi pa3. d Oblla CIUIIKOM yBIeYeHa 60eM, UTO TOJIbKO Cerlyac 3aMeTua, Kak BOKPYT
Hac MOSIBUJICA TyMaH, BEI3BAHHBIM JEIMOM OT Meda. To, Kak OH Bjafiesl Me4oM, ObIJI0 TPOCTO
TI0PA3UTEJIbHO.

Bosbioi KycT, BIBoe 00JIbllle MEHs, yIIajl, XOTs Med He JocTaBaj g0 Hero. OH Tak CHIEH!

KHura He MOTJIa ITOTHOCTEIO0 OOBSICHUTE CTEIIeHb er0 MacTepcTBa. Kak uemoBek BooOIIe MOXKET Tak
MOJTHHEHOCHO MaxaTh Me4YoM? JTO OBIJIO IOTPsSICAIOIe, M H OMHO BUAEO B UHTEPHETE, KOTOPOE S
CMOTPeJIa B CBOEH MPOIIION KU3HY, HE MOTJIO CPAaBHUTHCS C ITHM.

[TouyBCcTBOBaB, YTO MMIepaTop GOJbIe He HaXOOUTCS B PeKUMeE 3aIUTH, 5 TOJyMalla, YTO MBI
HaKOHeI-TO B 6e30macHOCTH. Bpar, momxkHOo ObITh, OBLI IOMMaH, HO FIMIIepaTop BCE eIle€ CMOTPE B TY
CTOPOHY, OTKYy/a IIpUJIeTela CTpena.

— OH cb6exar, - mpoLeaus OH CKBO3b 3yOHL.

qa B3OPOTHYJIA IIPXA MBEICIIK O TOM, YTO Ha MEHS CHOBA TdK HEOKUOAHHO HAIlaOgyT, HO I/IMnepaTop,
IMOX0ZKe, OTOTHAJI HEIIOCPEOCTBEHHYIO OIIaCHOCTD.

Tero BCE eIl€ mpoxKano, a cepplie 6eleHo KOJIOTUIOCh B TPYOH, 5 IMOIbITalaCh OMYCTUTh B3TJISAM, HO
BOBpPEMS 3aMeTHJIa CTPAHHBIN KPAaCHO-YEPHBIN Med.
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