Bo3MoxkHO, OH OBII 03ala4€H, HO s HE MOI'JIa IIOHATH, II0YEMY. qa IIPUKYCHUJIa BUIIKY, HE IIOHUMaAs,
Imo4YeMy OH CHeJiall TaKO€e BhIPpaXKEeHHne JIKIIa.

ThI Taxk 3aMeydaTeIbHO TOBOPUJI, HO TOTHa odeMy? {1 Beob HUUETO He cHeana, BepHo? ToJIbKO He
TOBOpPHY MHe, 4TO Te0Os YOUBHUJIIO, UTO KyKJia BCIIOTENa?

MHe cTano HeMHOIr 0 CTpPalITHO, €CJIN 3TO ObLI0 Tak. 91 He MOTJIa CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO OBIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO,
YYUTBIBAad CUTyaAIlHIO. B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB, €T0 HE 3PsA HAa3BIBAIOT CyMaCIIeJIIIUM THPAHOM.

Torma st BepHYyIach K CBOEMY IIpefbiayIIeMy BooGpaxkeHuio 06 mMmnepaTope, mepepesaliem Inen.
IIPe/noJIarai, YTo OH OBLT BIIOJIHE CIIOCO0EeH CKa3aThb: THl MOTeeIb, TH He MOsi JIUJH, a 3aTeM
PABHOMYIIHO OTPYOUTH MHE TOJIOBY. Y HET0 yKe OBbIJT ONBIT OTPe3aHus TOJIOBE Y€JI0OBEKY, IIOTOMY YTO
y Hero OBIT IPYT 0¥ IBET BOJIOC.

[TomymaB 06 3ToM (hakTope, 5 MOYYBCTBOBaIa ce0si TOJaBIeHHON. f JomKHa OBITH OCTOPOXKHA, €CITH
X04Yy COXPAHUTh CBOIO XKAJKYI0 KU3Hb.

[Toka st pa3bupanach CO CBOUMU MBIC/ISIMHU, S 3aYEPITHYJIA JIOKKOM KapTodeapHOe Mope.

Tak BKyCHO!

X X X

B TOT pa3s OBIJI0 TaK CIOKOKHO, YTO MeHb 3aKOHYHJICS MUPHO. HO HOYBI0 BO3HHUKIIA IIpobIeMa.
CHayvasa s mogyMasa, YTO OCJIHIIIAach.

— JIunuaHa.

¢ MOTPSICEHHBIMMU TJIa3aMK CMOTpeJIa Ha MYyXKUYKHY, CTOSIBIIET0 Yy IBEPH U [IePIKABIIETO B pyKax
omesino. Korma Ha paccBeTe MMmepaTop BEPHYJICS B CBOIO CIIAJIbHIO, OH TOBOPHUJ CO MHOU elé 6oee
CIIOKOMHBIM T'OJIOCOM, YEM BUepa.

Bomee Toro, Ha HEM OBIIa JTUIIL CBOOOIHAS TYHUKA!

MHe 1m0Ka3a/I0Ch, 4TO I CIIII0, KOr{a OH IIOCMOTPEIJI Ha MEeHA CBOMMH 3aBOPAZKUBAIOIMNMU I'JIa3daMH.
Ero KpPEIIKHe I'PyAHbI€ MEBIIIITEI OBLIH BUOHBI CKBO3b PACIIaXHYTYIO TYHHKY.

Hapens cBow omexny! 4 He 3Halo, Kyfa geBaTh I'jlasa.

XoTb B TOT MOMEHT 1 ¥ pa3roBapuBaa cama ¢ coboi, s1 BCE paBHO Oklla B yxKace.



MMriepaTop, IOSIBUBILINICS TIePeN BeTHYeCTBEHHO! IBePhI0, He BEPHYJICS IOCTIe CBOETO YXO0/a,
TI03TOMY S BEPHYJIaCh B CBOIO KOMHATY, YTOOBI HEMHOTO TTOCTaTh. HEBEPOSTHO, HO OH CXBATHUJI MEHS U
BEPHYJI B CBOIO CIIa/bHIO. Torma 51 Oblyia B y2Kace OT TOTO, YTO MY2KYKHA BOILIEN B JKEHCKYIO KOMHATY
Ha paccBeTe, HO BCKOPE IMOHSJIA, YTO 9TO GBI OH.

OH naxHeT HEMHOI'0 HHa4e, YeM PpaHbIIe. OH U anKorojb?

Crnapkuii, KTy4ui apoMaT IIPOH3uI Mo Hoc. [1o ero ria3am s MOHSJA, YTO OH MHOTO IIHJI.

[TbsHbIT 3BEPE... qa HCIIyTalaCh, HO OH y'J'II:I6HYJICﬂ " CXBATHUJI MEH.

— ITouemy? § TakO¥ CTpaLIHbIN?

OH yOpaJ BOJIOCH, IPUJIMIILINE K MO€H IIeKe, ¥ 3aKUHYJ UX 3a yX0. B ero riasax He GbIIO TEIIa, HO
ero MIPUKOCHOBEHHUE OBIIO MPUSITHEIM. [I0YyBCTBOBAB yIOBIETBOPEHUE, OH SIPKO YIIBIOHYJICS MHE.
JIu1o OBIIO HACTOJIBKO KPACHBEIM, UTO I HA MTHOBEHME 3aCThi/Ia B 61arOrOBEHUH.

Bupgumo, I/IMnepaTop 0XKHOaJl OT MeHs OPYIroro OTBETa, IOTOMY YTO OH TYT K€ CXBAaTHUII MEHA U TPY6O
TOJIKHYJI Ha KPOBATh.

— [ToueMy THI B TAaKOM COCTOSTHUU?

¢l HeyBepeHHO yIajia Ha KpoBaTh U mobjeHe a, OH BOPYT KOCHYJICS pyKaMHU CBOEro jiba ¥ moKavall
rosioBoii. Ka3asock, OH TOXKe IIOIIaTHIBAJICS.

— HaBepHoe, s MHOT'O BBIIIUII.

CkombKO ke Beiui MMmepartop? [laxe mMocje TOro, KakK OH BHIIUJ IOCTATOYHO, YTOOL 3TO CYUTAJIOCH
SIOM, 3TO BBI3BAJIO ¥ HET'O TOJILKO XMYPHIX B3TJIAL.

OH cOpocun ¢ cebs BEPXHIOI OfleXkKy, Kak 1 BYepa, 1 3abpasics Ha KpoBaTh. 3aTEM OH
HEMMJIOCEPIHO 00XBATHUII MeHS 3a Tanui. 51 Oblyla TopaxeHa CHUJIOH, OIIyIlaeMON B He3HAKOMOM
MecTe, ¥ peIeKTOPHO UCIIyTasach.

Ax-x! Yto 3T0?!

HiMmepaTop, 3aMeTHUB, YTO S He MOATSATHBAIOCh TAK OBICTPO, KaK OH XOTeJ, CKa3al:

— He pBuratics.

V3-3a ero yrpoxaroiiero ToHa s 3aMepJjia. YIOBIeTBOPEHHBIN, OH OBICTPO IPUTSHYJ MeHS K cebe.



Ax-x!

Kak u Buepa, s He MOTJia 3TOT0 OHATh. f YyBCTBOBasla I'Pydb HE3HAKOMIA Ha CBOEU CIIMHE,
IpefdnneYbe He3HaKOMIla Ha CBOEW TallMy U HOTM He3HaKOMIla Ha CBOMX HOTax.

[Toxoxe, Mot BbIOOP ObLT TAKOB: TUOO OBITH pa3pyOIeHHON MeYoM, TuOO0 OBITh YKYIIIEHHON UM [0
cmeptu. OH oOHMMaJ MeHs CUJIbHee, YeM BUepa, YyBCTBOBAJ JIX OH, UTO S APOXKY, UJIU HET, OH He
oOpalan Ha 9TO BHUMaHUS, @ 3aTeM YIOOBIETBOPEHHO B3MOXHYII.

— JlaBail CcIIaTh.

Bckope cTano Tuxo.

3aCTHIB HEKOTOPOE BpeMs Ha MeCTe, KOrfia JbixaHue MMieparopa CTaao peryaspHLIM, s MeOJIeHHO
TIOBEPHYJIa TOJIOBY. MIMIepaTop, C ero cjaerka MmoKpacHEeBIIUM JIUI[OM, KPEIKO CIIaJl.

Takoe KpacuBoe JIUI0 U TaK OJIM3KO KO MHE... - BHYTPEHHE BOCXUTHUIIACK 1, @ 3aTeM obpyrana cebs
TI0CJIe MUHYTHOTO TposicHenus. HeT, Bcé He Tak! 3meck HEMHOT0 yoyuuiuBo. He Mory CrioKo#HO
[BIIIATH, KOTTla OH TaK OIM3KO.

W3-3a ankoroist TeMneparypa ero Tejia ObIa BHIIIE, YeM BUepa, I03TOMY MHe ObIJIO TPYIHO 3aCHYTh.
Kpowme Toro, 5 BCE elle YyBCTBOBAJa ce0s yaylieHHO BHYTPH.

9710 OBLIA HOJIrasd HOYb.
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