— B ué™m memnmo? - crmpocuia cTapiiasi TOpHUYHAS, TSSO Ha OPYTYIO, YTO MMePeBOANIIa NhIXaHKe.

— B 3ane 3acemanuii nepemnonox! MHe BeJieIy IOTOPOIKUTHCS U IPUBECTH ¢ coOoi Mapu!

3aTeM e€ B3TTsn nmepemMeCcTusIiCA Ha MEeH.

Mapu? 310 gomxHa OBITE 5?

OHM paccKasaIy JpyT OPYTry O TOM, YTO IPOUCXoguT. [Tocie KOpoTKOro oOMeHa MHEHUSIMHU MeXIY
HUMHU, TOPHUYHAS HAIPaBUJIACh KO MHE, TOCOBETOBAB PACTPEMAHHOM CITyKaHKe, KOTOpas BHITJISIeINa
TakK, OyOTO B CIEAYIOIIYI0 CEKYHIY YIafeT B 00MOPOK, CXOMUTE 3@ BOJOM.

OHa o6xBaTH/Ia PyKOH MO€ IIpefnieybe U Bejlejla MHe CliefoBaTh 3a Hel. OHa He [jajia MHe BpeMeHU
IIOATOTOBUTHCS, TI0KA TalllAjia 10 He3HAKOMBIM KOopugopaM. Bosb IpoH3uiia Bce MecCTa, I'ae
TOpPHUYHAs KPeIKo fepxKaslach 3a MeHs, 10 MOUX CYXUX, LIe/IyLlIalluXCcs naiblieB. f 130 Bcex CUil
cTapajach COOTBETCTBOBATh €€ 60POMY IIary, efBa He CIIOTHIKAsSCh Ha HOTaX, HO HANPSIXKEHHOE
BEIpaKeHUe €€ JIMIa 3aCTaBUI0 MeHS MCIPaBUTLCS. {1 cTapanachk He oOpalliaTh BHUMaHUS Ha 00Jb B
pyKax, a pa3roBop PaiiBeHa ¥ TOPHUYHOM, KOTOPHIX g YCIIBIIIANa, KOTAa TOJIBKO Ipuexasa CIofa,
3By4YaJl KaK IpegynpexaeHue.

MoxeT, oHa X0Ts OBl CKaXKeT MHe, Ky[la MBI HallpaBseMcs?
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T'opHUYHAS CIIOBHO BJIeTesla B 3aJ 3acefaHui, PacIloNoKeHHYI0 Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe MMIepaTopcKkoro
IBopIla, MPOMYaBIINCH C HEBEPOSITHOM CKOPOCTBIO CO MHOM 110 nsaTaM. OmlyiieHue 6510 Takoe, OyATO
s KOpOBa, KOTOPYIO HACUJIBHO TamlaT Ha 60MHI0. MBI 0CTaHOBUINCH, KOTIa IOCTUTIM 3ajia, Toe TOJIa
JII0fel 3aMeTHO [IpoxkaJla OT cTpaxa. Haie ghixaHue ObIIO HEPOBHBIM.

— AX, cTapiiasg ropHUYHas IIbMePHUs, - T03Ban PaiiBeH u3 Tonmbl. Ha ero nuile mosiBUIOCH
03a004eHHOe BhIpaXKeHue, KOTopoe ocabio npu Bume MeHst. OH BHITIAOEN 00JIeTYEHHBIM, KOTIa
BTOJIKHYJI MEHS IIPSIMO B 3aJl.

[ToctouTe! Tlouemy 310 TONIBKO ? Pa3Be MMnepaTop He BHYTPU? B 3TOT MOMEHT g [I0YYBCTBOBAJa,
KaK MO€E CepAlle IIOACKOYMIIO K ropiy. HenmpeogomuMelii cTpax 3amoHUII BCe MOM TTTyOMHEL, KakK
TOJIbKO MEHS BTOJIKHYJIU BHYTDb.

PoiiBeH He 3aKpPBII ABEPh, HO OCTAJICS 3a Hel, HaOmogas 3a IPOUCXOASIINM C HEKOTOPOTO
paccTosHus. To, KaK OH CTOSIJI B OXKHOAHKUH, OBIJIO II0X0XKE Ha TO, YTO OH XKMAET, ChECT JIX JIEB ero
IIOOHOIIIEHNEe UIU HeT.

OHM maxe He [ajau MHE BpeMeHHU IMOATOTOBUTHCS! Mou HOTH TPSICIIMCH OO0 MHOM. [IpOTIOTHB KOMOK
B ropJie, s 3arjsHysa B 3a1. TaM OBIJI0 CTPAaHHO TUXO, HO CUJIBHBIN 3araxX KPpoBY KOHTPACTUPOBAJL C



OCTaJIbHOM HEeIOOBUKHOCThI0O KOMHATHI, HAIIPpaBUB MOE BHMMaHHE B CTOPOHY, THe OeCCUCTEMHO
BaJISIICST PA3MIeNIEHHbIN TOM0IaM AWBaH.

Kaxk Bo0O111e MOKHO pa3[enuTh JUBaH POBHO IIOMOIaM?!

— KTt0 THI?

PriuaHue 3aCTaBUIIO MEHS 3aMepeTh Ha MecTe. BOJIOCH Ha MOMX pyKaX TPEBOXKHO IOMHSIIIUCH, U S
YCIIBIIIaa, Kak TPOMKO ObETCST MOE cepprie. ViMmepaTop CTOST MOCPEeH 3asia, U3jIydas CUIbHYIO U
BJIACTHYIO aypy, YTPOKAIOIE CMOTPSI HA MEHS.

— 4 xe cka3zan Tebe HUKOTO He BITyCKaTh.

4 mpoxatey pykKoy IogHsia roJIoBy, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh Ha HETo, ¥ YBUea U0 MMiepaTopa,
CKPBITOE 3a €T0 HEIIOKOPHBIMHU BOJIOCAMH, ¥, HECMOTPS Ha JIe[eHSALINH Y1y CTPaX, KOTOPHIY I'PO3UI
OXBaTUTh MeHs, g Oblyla MOTPsiCeHa TeM, KaK KPaCHUBO OH BEITJISUT.

¢ Bcerma 3Haja, YTO OH KPACHB, HCXO[sI M3 OPUTHHAIBHON UCTOPHHU. HO YBUIETH €ro BO IJIOTH OBIIO
IIPOCTO HelepenaBaeMo. Y HEro ObII0 U0, KOTOPOe MOXKHO YBUAETh TOIBKO B TEYEHUE OTHOU
KU3HY: Oesast KOXKa, YePHUIbHO-YEPHEIE BOJIOCH, KpACHEIE I'YOBI M CBEPKAIOIIKE 30JI0TOM T'1a3a. Ero
KpacoTa 3aCTaBJIsijia CTHIUTECS MPAaMOPHEIE CKYIIBIITYPHL.

W Ha KpaTKu¥{, MUMOJIETHHIA MUT s [Jake MMOAyMasa, 9YTO He CTPAIIHO YMEPETh OT Meda 3TOTO
KpacasIia.

Haxopsick B TpaHce, s He 3aMeTusIa, Kak MMIiepaTop HampaBUiCsS B MOIO CTOPOHY, ITOKA He 0Ka3ascs
IIPSIMO TIepeo MHOM. Korma oH cXBaTHUIT MEeHS 32 BOPOTHHUK U MOTHSI B BO3AYX, MOU HOTH
3a00/1TaIuCh 0€3BOILHO.

Boxe moii! Heyxkenu oH TOJTBKO YTO IOJHSAJ MEHS OMHOU PYKOM?!

Ero cuna Only1a HeOOBIKHOBEHHOHM. [Tpexke ueM s ycrena 3agyMaThcs 00 3TOM, 5T 3aCThINIa Kak
CTaTys, BUAS, YTO OH CMOTPUT Ha MEHS CO CBUPEIOCTHIO B I'1a3aX. BoT u BcE. 4 yMpy npsMo ceitdac.
Bpsap nu g npoXuBy clepyrolire Tpu ropa!

A xoTena IIOBEPHYTH I'OJIOBY, YMOJIASA PsiiBeHa B3rJIsigoM, YTOORI YGGJII/ITI: €ro InIomaguTbh MOIO 2KHM3Hb.

— Paii... a? - BHe3anHo cKa3au MMnepaTop U 0CTaHOBUJICA. XMyPO€ BEIpakeHUe Ha ero JIule Ha
MTrHOBeHHe 0cj1aby10, Kak OyATO ero yOapuiiu Mo 3aThiyIKy. OH IOJHSI Ha MeHS CBOU 30JI0ThHIE T'/1a3a,
U B HUX MeJIbKHYJIO Y3HaBaHUe, KOTa OH U3ydaJl MOE JIULO0. BhiTo sicHO, 4To 0H OB He B cebe, Korma
g Boluta. HeCKOJIbKO CeKyH[ IPOIJIO B TUILIKHE.



Kak OynTo BpeMst OCTaHOBUJIOCH Ha MTHOBEHUE, ¥ HU3KWH, XPHUILIIBIN TOJIOC IIPOIIeNIeCTe]l MUMO €r0
KpPacHHIX Ty0:

— JIunu... aga’..

Taxk 3Banu T€POMHIO pOMadHa. OH ocnabun XBATKYy, U 5 C TTIYXUM CTYKOM YyIIdJjida Ha IIOJI,
3aKallJIABIINCE U TAZKEJIO ObIIIIA.

B3rnsiHyB Ha HETO, I 3aMEeTHJIa, KaK B €T0 T7la3a BEPHYI0Ch BHuMaHue. OH MeJIEeHHO BO3BpaIIajcs K
cebe. Bot nmoueMy PaiiBeH NMPUBEN MEHS CIOfIa.

To, Kak s ITOB/IMSIA HA HET0, KaK KyKJla, MEHS O4eHb yOUBUIIO. [laxke HECMOTPS Ha MO€ YOUBJIEHUeE, 5
IIOYYyBCTBOBaJIa YTO-TO HeJlafiHOe B TOM, KaK OH Ha3BaJl MeHs 4yXKUM UMeHeM. f coBceM He Oblla K
3TOMY I'OTOBA.

4 BEHIIPAMUIIACE, BCTaBas C I10JIa C OIYIIEHHOM BHU3 rOJIOBOU. f HE MOIjla CMOTPETh MY IIPSIMO B
r7a3a, Korfa K HeMy TOJIbKO 4TO BepHYJICS paccymoK. OKOHYaTeNIbHO Pa300paBIIKiCh B 00CTaHOBKE,
MOMU I'Jla3a METHYJIUCh B CTOPOHY ¥ YBUAEJIH, YTO IPOU30ILIO C KOMHaTOU. Kak u B poMaHe,
HwMmnepaTop o6magan qJOCTaTOYHOM CUJIOM, YTOOH OJHUM yIapoM Meda IepepyouTs I1ei0 MeaBes,
IpoOuB KOXKY U KOCTH TaK, CJIOBHO OH IPOCTO pe3as GpyKT. OH GBI BECh IIOKPHIT MYCKYIaMH,
OpBI3TH KPOBH IIOKPBIBAIM €0 TEJI0 U OKPAIIMBaIN er0 KOBED B IIIyOOKUM YEPHO-KPACHHIH 11BeT. [[Ba
671aropogHLIX YeJI0BeKa, Ha KOTOPHIX, K COXKaJleHuIo, 00pyInuics rHeB MiMmepaTopa, iexanu Ha
OJIY.

OHu MepTBHI?

CoBHO B OTBET Ha MO BOIIPOC, OHU CJIeTKa KOPUUJIKCH Ha I0Jy, efiBa [bIIIa, HO BCE eIl JKUBHIE.
Mowu pyku ObLTM TUITKUMHU OT TIOTA, KOT/Ia ST KPeIKO CXBATHJIACh 3a MO0 IaThs. KOCTSALIKY ManbleB
cranu 6enbiMu, Kak GyMmara, ¢ Tex Iop, Kak s CTyIuja Ha ITOpoT 3aJia 3acefaHuil. iMmnepaTop-TupaH
IEeUCTBUTEILHO OBLT YeJI0BEKOM U3 Tparudeckol ¢paHTaCTUUeCKON UCTOPUU: KPAaCUBEIM, UeaTbHbIM
¥ KPOBOKaIHBIM.

Ecnu OBl 51 BCTPETHIIA €T0, He UMesT HM MaJleHIero mpefacTaBIeHus O TOM, KaK pa3BOpayuBaeTCs
UCTOpHs, 51 Morjia Obl yIacTb B 0OMOPOK IIPSIMO Y €T0 HOT.

VimmepaTop riy00KO B3[OXHYJI, BLITUPAs I'Jla3da 00eMMHU PyKaMu.

— PoiiBeH.

Be3 mpomenenus PaliBeH BOLIEN B 3a/l U OCTAHOBUIICS PSAHOM CO MHO#. OH clerka CKJIOHUII TOJIOBY B
3HAK [IOYTEHU.

— Ia, Bame BenuuecTBo.



— 4 mosarato, 3TO TBOA 3acny1"a?

Ero cnoBa mpo3By4asnu CKOpee Kak yTBepKaeHNe, 4eM KaK BOIIPOC.

— 4 npumy moboe HaKa3aHUEe, KOTOPOE BEl COUTETE HYKHBIM, - OTBETUJT P3HBOH.

ViMmepaTop B3MOXHYJI, 3aUecall Ha3al CBOM HEITIOKOPHBEIE BOJIOCH 1 OPOCHIT OKPOBaBJIEHHBIN Med Ha
TIOJI.

— Hemepnnenno ybepure ero.
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