OH BO3Bpalancs B CBOI0 MAaCTEPCKYIO CO B3ATHIMM U3 OnOnMoTeku YacoBou balltHy KHUTaMHU 110
KOHTPOJIIO BOIBLI U CEHCOPHBIM 3aK/JIMHAHUSIM, KOTTIa IIPX IIOBOPOTE 3a YToJI BHE3aITHO BPe3ascs BO
YTO-TO OOJIBIIIE U YPOHUI KHUTH.

— A! Bunogar, OPYXKHUIIE, — HEYTO TUTAHTCKOE IIPUHECIIO U3BUHEHNS, HAKIIOHASACE, YTOOBI TIOMOYb
IMOOPOCTKY C06paTB yIIaBIIKE KJIaOEe3U 3HaHuM. — ['X, Ta TSIXKe C BRHICOTEHI, 110 KapJIMKOB HE BUOHA...

BaiiBep ckpumHyn 3ybamMu. Mexnay mpounM, OH 3a IOCTIeHKe TOAbl IPuOaBUIl B POCTE, U YK TOYHO
Oonbllle HE TIHYJ Ha Kap/ukKa.

— Huuero, — B3mOXHY OH, KOrfa momo6pas KHUTH. — BBl He MepBEIi, KTO...

BoaiiBep MOmHS BTSN U 0CEKCSI. OTHEHHO-PHIKHUE BOJIOCH MYKUYKMHHL U OTPOMHas Gurypa cpasy
HATIOMHUIK eMy 0 ero Ciyre, ¢ KOTOPEIM OH MPOOBLT OBe Hemenu, o Benmukom Kopore 3aBoeBaTenen u
cBOeM HedopMasbHOM clo3epeHe, Anekcanape Benukom. OH mokavas rojoBoi.

— 4 IpUBHIK.

— 4 Ta u mymarsn, — roroTHYJ CTapHK, ITOXJIONKIBAS MOAPOCTKA II0 IJIedy, elle 00JIbine BOPOIla
naMsATh BaliBepa 0 coOBITHSX B dAmoHun. — Ta BOT, s KOM-KaBo uily. Te He 3HAENIb Xe... 9M... — OH
moyecars mogbopomok. — BaiiBep BenbeeT, Bpogs? MHe KOH-4€BO [IJIs1 HEBO IPHIILIO.

BoaiiBep npunopHsn 6poBb. OH onpeeleHHO HUKOTa PaHbllle He BCTPeYasl 3TOT0 YeJloBeKa, YTo U
HEYIUBUTEJIbHO, YUUTHIBasA, CKOJIBKO HApOay OKoJlaunBaeTcs B HacoBoy balrHe... 1 Bce-TaKu OH Obl
BCSIKO 3aIIOMHHUJI CTOJIb KOJIOPUTHYIO JIMYHOCTH, eC/ii OBl XOTh pa3 OBCTPeydasl B KOPUAOpax IIpexke.

— 41 BaiiBep, — CKENTUYECKH OTBETHII MOAPOCTOK. — KTo BHI? YTO BaM HYKHO IepefaTh MHE?

— A! HakaHel-Ta! — 4eyioBeK 0CKJIabUJIICS CO B3OXOM. — f pedKo Ta fmasieko ObIBaio, ¥ Kaja Iy
KaBO, Ta Ha TYIUKU HATHIKAIOCh, Ta 110 KPYTY HaMaTHIBalo, IPOPBa BPEMEHHU B HHUIIO, 1100 UM IIyCTa
OBLIO, — OH MPOTAHYT PyKy. — Cupuyc MakI'uHTH, mapHHUIIKa. Pay 3HaKOMCTBY.

['ma3a BavBepa paCLIMPUIUCE.

— Cozparens Muctuueckux Komos? 91 MHOTOe CIBIIIAI O Bac ¥ Ballei paboTe, HO HUKOT{Ia He
BCTpevascs ¢ Bamu nuuHo. — OH moXKaJjl PyKy CTapuKa, He B3TPOTHYB, KOTa JIafloHb CXKaJlu CUJTbHOU
XBaTKOM. — Bau ucciemoBaHus U3BECTHE U YBaXKaeMbl CPeIX MOUX KOJIJIET.

— A xa xe! — mo-geTcku ycmexHyncs Cupuyc. — Kakomy 1ieHKy He oxoTa npubambac BMECTO
monbku? OHU TpeOyioT, 1 nocTasmngio! YeM MyapeHnee Kop, TeM XJielile Iporpecc UCClielOBaHNM, 1
TeM 00JIbllle HETIOBTOPUMEIX YCTPOUCTB!



BoliBep IIyIIoBaTo paccMesiyiCs Haj NPSMOIMHEeHHBIM 3asgBienreM Cupruyca. MyX4iHa C Kaxk/Iou
CeKyHI0u BCEé GOJIbIlle HallOMUHAI AJIeKCaHIpa, ¥ 9TO, YECTHO TOBOPSI, KpaiHe pacCTpauBaio
IIOIPOCTKA.

— Taxk 4To BHI XOTeIu MHE TepeaaTh?..

— A! Toyna! — cTapuK KUBHYJI ¥ IIPUHSJICS BRIBOPAuYMBaTh KapMaHBI B [I0MCKaXxX 4ero-to. Bausep
BHOBB 3afyMaJiCsi Hafl TEM, HAaCKOJIbKO HEeTUIINYHBIM OBIJT MyK4HKHa [7id Mara: Cupuyc HOCUJT MakKy
1 cBOOOMHBIE IITAaHH C OONBIIMMY KapMaHaMH, fia ellle ¥ KoQTy Ha Tanuu 3aTaruBaji. OT ero ofexgsl
He UCXOOUJIO U TOJIMKY TOPHOCTH UK O1aropofCcTBa.

— Hamen! — ob6pagosancs Cupuyc, BLIHYB ITHCbMO U3 KapMaHa. — [[epKu-Ka, TapHUIIKa.

B317IBep IIPUTIOOHSII 6p0BI:>, IIOCTABHUJI KHUTHY Ha IIOJI X IIPUHSAJI IINCHEMO.

«ITucemo? Kak ctpanHo. [ToueMy Ol POCTO HE OTIIPABUTh MHE COOOIEHNE MaruueCKuM IIyTeM?» —
Paswmeprimnisn oH. B nucbMe He Ovio [IpaHsl, B 4eM OH YOOCTOBEPUIICS OBICTPHIM 3aKIMHAHUEM.
[TpoBepka Morjia moKa3aThCsa TPyO0CThI0, HO Mary, Kak U3BECTHO, 000Kajid BPeIUTh OPYT APYTY
OKOJILHBIMU ITyTSIMH, a BaliBep, co cBouM mojioxkeHueM B YacoBou bairke, O6bi1 6e1bMOM Ha T1a3dy y
BHIXOMIIEB U3 3HATHHIX CEMEN. ..

BaiiBep ¢ M0GOMBITCTBOM OTKPBII MACHMO U B3TJISTHYN HA COepIKaHUe, OKa3aBIleecs BeCbMa
CKPOMHBIM. BCero-To BpeMsi, fata 4 afipec BBEpXY, fa Iapa CTPOK PSILOM...

Ho nu1io roHOoIM o61eqHesno, Korga oH IIPpOYHUTaJI 3TH BOCEMb CJIOB, HAIlUCaHHBIX HHUZKE.

«HeT...» — MrHOBEHHO IIOBTOPHJI OH B MBICJIAX, BYUTHIBASCh B Kaxkoe c10Bo. Ho He B3upas Ha
MOJILOBI, OHUM He MeHsnuch. «HeT... HeT-HeT-HeT!.. 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO. [TPOIIIO CTONBKO BPEMEHH. .
Tomet!.. Jaxe ecnu y Hero O6v1o HesaBucumoe [lericTBue panra A+... OH yxKe OOJKeH Ol
HMCYE3HYTh!»

W TeMm He MeHee, CIIOBa Ha 6YM&1"€ OCTaBaJINCh HEU3MEHHEI, KaK U X 3Ha4YEHHUE. He3pI/IMBIe THUCKH
JieJeHAINero OyIry y2KdcCa COaBUIIM CepAle IMOOPOCTKa, U OH 3aMep, He B CUJIaX Od2Ke BIOXHYThb.

3onoroi Koponb mo-npexkHeMy HaclaXkaaeTCs BUHOM CPeIy CMEePTHHIX.

BaiiBep pe3ko momHs B3SO Ha Cupryca, HO MyXK4KMHa yxke ucue3. Kopumop OB yCT, CKOIBKO He
un. FOHoIIa MyMHO BEIIOXHYIT ¥ OBICTPO IIOTMBITAJICS YCIIOKOUTHCS U MIPUBECTH MBIC/IH B TIOPSIOK.
OuyeBUOHO, OTIIPABUTEJIb 3HAJI HE TOJIBKO O €r0 Y4aCTUHU B BOMHE... HO U O JIMYHOCTAX CIIyT. Baiisep
COMHEBAJICSI, UTO ObLI eAMHCTBEHHEIM MacTepoM, IIepekUBIINM CpaxKeHUs, yxKe Mo0ToMy, YTo rnobena
[ocTanach KOMy-TO ApPyroMy... EMy OblIM U3BECTHB TMYHOCTH TOJIBKO MacTepa Kactepa, yOUMIILI-
comnuoraTa 6e3 KpoXy Maruy U CBOET0 YUUTENIS-II0I0HKA, HeOORIKHOBEHHO OlaPEHHOI0 JBOPSIHUHA U
Mactepa Jlancepa, Keiineta Apuunbanbaa... U HECKOIBKO MECSIIEB CIIYCTS OH YCJIBIIIAN, YTO TOKHOMHU



Tocaka Takxke CpaxkaJcs 3a CBATOM 'paans... u 6b1T MacTepoM 3omoToro Koporns...

T'oBoOps 0 Opyrux MacTtepax, y BaiiBepa enBa i Oblla BO3MOXKHOCTh Pa3fo0bITh 0 HUX UHGOPMAIIHIO,
Be[Ib BOMHA 3aKOoHYHUIachk. Kupeit KoToMuHe 6bl1 4acThio LIepKBY 1 €€ IK3EKyTOPOM, TaK UTO CIYXU O
ObIBIIEM MacTepe AccacCrHa BpeMs OT BpeMeHHU [IOCTUTasu rmoapocTka. O nuuHocTu MacTtepa,
yIIPaBJIABIIEr0 TEMHBEIM U yXKacalomuM bepcepkepoM, OH faxe He JOTaAbIBAJICS... © HE 0C000
JKaXK[aJl BCTPETUTHCS C YeJIOBEKOM, CTIOCOOHBIM ITPU3BATh HEUTO HACTOIBKO MCKAXKEHHOE...

A BOT, BEPOSITHO, CaMBI¥ OMTACHEIM MacTep U3 BCEX, 3a HEMMEHHUEM JIYYIIIero TePMUHA, UCYE3 C JIUIIA
3emmu. Kupunyry 9mus, Youiinia Maros. YesioBek, 0 KOTOPOM IO-TIPEXKHEMY IIENTATUCh B TEHAX, KaK
0 CaMOM BBIAIOIIEMCS U BHYIIAIOIIEM CTPaX HaeMHMKe, KOTfa- b0 KuBIIEeM Ha cBeTe. M 310
HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO0 AWHIOEPHHI BEICMESINIA €T0, KaK IIOOKOJIOOHYIO IICUHY, YKYCHUBIIYIO X035TMHA.
BaiiBep uguotom He ObuT. Y MacTepa Caibep, BHe COMHEHMH, OBITM CaMble BEICOKHE ITAHCH Ha
no0emy, MycKal ¥ IMOKa3bIBAJICS OH TaK XKe «4aCTo», Kak MacTep bepcepkepa...

OH cHOBa IOCMOTpPEJT Ha MUCHMO. 30JI0TOM Koponb mo-mpexxHeMy HaclaXkXaaeTCs BAHOM Cpeau
cMepTHBIX. OH MIMPOKO PaCIaxHyJI I'1a3a, KOTfa IMOHS CKPHITHIN CMBICH coobieHust. Brina B BOMHY
OJHA CTpPaHHas HOYb, Koraa Tpu Ciyru, HOCHUBIIKME TUTYJI KOPOJeH IIPH XKU3HHU, COOPaUCh B 3aMKe,
rae ocTaHoBUNIUCEH Catibep u e€ MacTep, pa3fesuiay BUHO U 3aBejii pedb O JaBHO YIIEHIINX AHSX... U
pasroBapuBanu Obl [ONIT0, He Hanmagu AccaccuH. Torga MoryinectBeHHass Apmusd Paiifiepa, sBneHHas
ero 3epkanom [IyIy, ¢ 1erKOCThI0 cMela TeMHOTO Cnyry. [IMcbMO, MO-BUOUMOMY, IPHUILIIIO OT TOTO,
KTO 3HaJI 00 9TOM COORITHH...

XoTs 9Ta meTanb Mo-IpekHeMy Majio 4yTo 00bscHsIa. C BOMHEI MUHYJIO yKe TPU I'ofia, ¥ BOBJIEYEHE! B
Hee OBUIM He TOJIBKO MacTepa U CIIyru. MIcTopuu HaBepHSKA IepefaBajich U3 YCT B yCTA BCE 9TO
BpeMsl... laKe ecjIi Maru B [IePBYI0 OYepeb PaTOBaIK 3a CEKPETHOCTb...

Ho rimaBHOe coo01meHre 0CTanoch MpexXHuM. ['MiIbraMernt Bcé elre kKuB. M 9T0, 10 04eBUIHBIM
IpUYKHaM, yKaCHYJO I0APOCTKa. B KoHIle KOH1I0B, 3010T0M Koponk o6naman HebecHbiM ®aHTazMoM
paHra aHTU-MHUP... ¥ OH BXKUBYIO Y3peJ BCI0 MOIIL ITOMOOHOTO paHra B nmociegHeM 60t ero CiyrH...

[TokOHYUB CTPOUTH HOrafku, Barsep cocpemoTouna MaHy B rj1a3ax 4 pa3yMe U IPOYUTall IUCHbMO
BHOBB, YTOOHI KaXK[IbIii CUMBOJI OTII€YATAJICS B TaMATH. Teleph OH TOMHUJ Coflep:KaHKe 1uChMa TaK
JKe XOPOIIIo, KaK JIaTy CBOET0 POXKAEHUS, TIOTOMY CxKeT nucbkMo. OTOHb He ObIJI eT0 371IEMEHTOM, HO
CTOJIb MeJIKMEe MaHUIMYTISIIUY BaliBep MPOBOOUI He 3agyMbIBasiCh. BCE XKe, /It pa3BUTHUS CBOUX
OymyImux ¥ HeIHEIIHUX MCCIIeNOBaHuM, OH 00513aH ObIJT 3HATh TAK MHOTO, KaK TOJIKO MOT.

KOHormta 3amancs 11e/1bi0 3aBEPIIUTD B OMKaMIINe THU XOTS OBl MaJIeHbKKME CBOU MMPOEKTHL. Kak-
HUKAK, a Ha IIPeICTOsIIIEN BCTPEYE OH BIIOJHE MOT yMepeTh. Hafo ke mepen cMepThio CoenaTh XOTh
YTO-TO IIOJIE3HOE...

Ecnu oTmpaBuTenb He yObET €ro... Hy, TOTHa BCTpeya HaBepHsKa IOBJIeUeT 3a CoO0M «Becebie
MEeHBKU»,
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