To, 4TO OH cHenasn K 3TOMy MOMEHTY, ObIJI0 He 60JIbIlle, YeM IIPOCTOX ITOATOTOBKOM K IIPOBEIEHUI0
putyana.

Kuwm JI:xoH X€H yNBEIOHYJICS ¥ IOCTYy4all 0 Bo3myxy. I1o jiecy mpoliia BojHa, HO HUYero He
3anenuia. Myx4uHa pa304apoBaHO L[OKHYJI 93bIKOM. OH He CIIellINJI, HO eMy XOTeJIOCh ITOHATh
3apaHee HAaCKOJIBKO XOPOIIIO OH IIOATOTOBUJICH.

Jlec, y KOTOpPOTO He OBIJI0O UMEHHU, COCTOSIT U3 CTPAHHBIX AepeBbeB. KuM [1:k0oH XEH caM Ogasn eMy
Ha3BaHUe - «Jlec CMepTu». Pa3nuyuHble MaTru ¥ BOUHHI IIJIK CIofa, YTOOH YOUTH €r0, a OH CUOEeN U
CIIOKOMHO KIaJl CBOIO efy.

«Marudeckasi apMus, TJIaBbl OallleH, MypUMBI U IIEPKOBb...»

OH ynBeIOHYJICS OT MBICIIM O TOM, CKOJIBKO JTIOfIed ueT 3a HUM. Bce OHM HaMepeBaucCh YOUTh ero, HO
Kum IxoH XEH He 00sJICcs.

MozxkeT ero 3ambicen u poBanutcs. OH HUKOTTA He TPo60oBasl MPOBOOUTH 00PSIM, IO3TOMY €CTh
BEPOSITHOCTh HEYHauu. BO3MOXKHO, OH JaXke YMpEeT pPaHbIlle, Y4eM CyMeeT HadaTh €ro.

«Ho BCe B mopsigke».

Kak u panbuie, Kum [I:koH XEH He fepKacs 3a CBOIO XKU3Hb. VIM IBUTasio TOMHKO JIIOOOIBITCTBO, U
MMEHHO M3-3a 3TOT0 OH I'OTOBHUJI 3TOT PUTYyaJl.

U gTo c Toro, ecnu oH ympet? g Kum [[koH X€Ha 3T0 HUYETro He 3Ha4YuIo. MoXKeT 1ocjie CMeEPTH
ero XpaeT 4YTO-TO Opyroe.

«XoTesnoch Ovl, YTOOLI K HUM HO0OABUJICS KTO-TO eIe,

Kum JI;xoH XEHY HpaBHUJICS Pa3Mep UAYILed Ha HET0 apMuy, HO OH XOTeJ OOJIbIIIETO.

)%k

Bcst apmus B Xegope Ovlnia B3BOJTHOBAHA.

VI3 manbHUX YTONKOB JPHUU IPU3BAJIU JIIONEN, ¥ Cped HUX OBIIM KaK COJIATH], TaK U CBSIIEHHUKH.
[Tocnepnue xe, Oyay4u IPU3BAHHBIMU U3 OPYTUX MUPOB, TIOTEPSIXA CBSI3b CO CBOMMU boramu, u
mapoBaHHAs MM CUJIa TeIEepPhb MPUHA/JIeX)ana TOJIbKO UM. HeKoTophle U3 HUX BITAJIU B OTYaSHUE OT
IIPEPBABIIENCS CBSI3U U MBITATUCH YOUTH ce0s, @ HEKOTOpbIe IIPUHSIIM 3TO KaK 3aMbIcesl boros u
CTaJX OIb30BAaThCSI CHUIIAMH.

OOGBIYHO CBSTYI0 Maruio MOXKHO OBITIO PACKPHITH C TIOMOIIbI0 00KbeH CHUITHI, OMHAKO, HaXKe MOTePSB
CBsI3b CO cBOMM borom, oHHU BCe ellle MOTJIU II0/Ib30BaThCs Maruei. OHH II0JIb30BaJIUCh CBOEIM MOIILIO
IIPOTUB CKEJIETOB U APYTOM HEUUCTH.

BrIBIIME CBSIIEHHUKH COOpanuch BMecTe U 00pa3oBasiy 1epKOBb. 3a TO BpeMsi, T0Ka OHa
co37aBajiach, B OpUI0 IIPOMAOJIKAIN CTEKAThCSI HOBbIE ACTHIPHU. Tak KOJIMYECTBO CBSIEHHUKOB
YBEJIMYHUIIOCH, ¥ K HUM NIPUCOEeIUHUIIUCEH JIIOOH, OKJIOHA0IKecss boram B 9puu. Bece 4eHb 1IepKBU
00pPOJTHCh MPOTUB HEYHMCTH U TEMHBIX MaroB, BIPOYEM, OHU HE UMeJIM IIPOYHKIX CBSI3eH C TUIbOUeH
MaroB UJIH MypHMaMHu.

«MacmrTab CHUIbHO YBETUYHUIICS», — pa3gpaxkeHHo mogyMaia CKaprerT.

Cromnpko monel codpanock, YT00b IPOTUBOCTOSATH 0fHOMY KuMm [IkoH X€Hy. Tenepb 0OH He IIPOCTOU



TEeMHBIA Mar.

CkaprieT gyMasa O IIPOUCXOMSIIEM U O TOM, He CIIMIIKOM JIi TPOMKO€ IIPO3BUILE TPUAYMAH s
Hero. [laxke eCcIi OH Ha caMOM [iefie 3aByafiesl [ puMyapoM, OHU BCe PaBHO OfepKaT BEPX, YUUTHIBas
YUCJIEHHOCTb.

«41 He X04y OBITh BTSIHYTOM B 9TO».

Cxkapnet o6yafana TaKUM XapaKTepoM, YTO X0Tesna Obl cpa3y 0TKa3aThCs OT PabOTH HAl 3TUM OEJI0M
1 IIPOCTO cOexkaTh. Ho OB OMMH YeJIOBEK, KTO JepKall ee.

«HepTOB CTAPUK».
IeBymKa 3ackpunesna 3y0aMy, BCIOMUHAS IJIaBy 3eJIeHON OallHu.

OHa, HaBepHoOe, Oblla He B ce0e, KOTa MOKJIAIach eMy, ¥ IIO30HO CIoxBaTuiack. Ckapier
noo6e1asna, YTO BHITOTHUT OfHY €Tro IPock0y, ¥ rIaBa 3e/IeHOM GallHu IOMPOCUIT YYYBCTBOBATh B
HamageHuu. MaJo Toro, OHa IOKJIsiIach Ha MaHe ¥ He MOrJa yoexkars.

«Hy, aTo HeobOs13aTenbHO. Korfja Bce 060CTPUTCS, 3TOT CTapUK caM CKaxeT OexarTsk...UepTos Kum
IxoH X€H, Npuaypok rpebannsii! [loueMy OH TBOPUT TaKyl0 XPEHb?»

Ckapnert 3Hasna ero emie ¢ bexerrepy. Torga oHY W3y4aayd Maruio B OOHOU THIBAMY, XOTS 0C000 U HE
Bumenuch. Kum [I:koH XEH HENPHUSI3HU ¥ HE€ He BHI3BIBAJI, HO OH IIPOCTO HE HPABUIICS €H, Ha KaKOM-
TO 6€CCO3HATEILHOM YPOBHE. MOXKeT, fefio OBIIO B €T0 IIPUBLIYKE JIZKUBO YIBIOATHCS, TACKATHCS C
KOHEYHOCTSIMH MOHCTPOB U IIOCTOSSHHO XOOUTh B OKPOBABIIEHHOW Ofl€XK]IeE.

— Hamtern.

CkapreT BHIIIITA MTOABIIIATh CBEKUM BO3AYXOM KaK BAPYT YCIIHIIIANa TUXUAH TON0C. [leByIIKa
IIOBEPHYJIACh K NCTOYHUKY 3ByKa. OHa BUIeJa 3TO JIUIO BIIEPBEIE, U apeHb yibldancs ei. Ckapet
CTaJia 03UPAThCS IO CTOPOHaM. MoKeT, CKa3aHHOE KacajloCh BOBCE HE ee.

— Ckaprer.

Ou mopotesn. Y Hero ObII0 caMoe 00BIYHOE JIUI0: HUKAKKX 0COOEHHOCTEM, HU4ero
3allOMHUHAIMIETrocCs. CKapJ'IeT IMogHsANa PYKY U OCTaHOBHIJIA €TO.

— THI KTO? — HOBOJIBHO YIPOXKAIOUIMM TOHOM CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

[Tapens octanoBuics, u CKapieT ocMOTpesia ero cBepxy BHU3. OH ObLI B xopoiuei popMe. Heyxenn
HaeMHUK? [axke ero gocrexu OBIIM CAMBIMU OOBIKHOBEHHBIMH, YTO HA0OOPOT a0 e IOBOJ [JIs
IIO003PEHUN.

o Toro, kak oTBeTUTh, CyH MUH BHITAHYI JIeBYIO pyKy. Ha Helt O G6pacier. CKapiieT CUJIbHO
yOUBUIIaCh, BeOb TaKOM akceccyap OblI eIMHCTBEHHEIN B MUDE.

— THr...
— ITaBHO He BuOenuch, — CyH MUH ITUPOKO YIEIOHYIICS.

CxapneTt yneOHyIach ¥ TOCMOTpEsIa Ha MAaCKUPOBKY TapHs. ITociie HempOmoIKUTEeIbHOTO MOTYaHuUs
oHa mpo6opMoTana:



— Moroxe ThI ObIT TOCUMITATAYHEE... YTO K€ CITyYUIIOCH?

XoTs 9Ta BHELTHOCTH ¥ He Oblla KaKou-To ypoackou, CyH MUH OTBETHII:
— OTO He Moe JIUIO.

— IIa? CnaBa 60ry, — cka3asia CKap/eT U IOfolia K MapHIo.

OHa, ymei0asich, pacKphliia pyku u o0HsiIa ero. CyH MUH He 0XKH[al TaKOW peakIuy, II09TOMY Ha
CEKyHIY pacTepsics.

«CTOM CMUPHO», — IIPO3ByYaJl ['OJI0C B €r0 I'0JIOBE.

Tenematus.

— Cmacwu6o. Tsl mpuimen u3-3a MeHs? — mpou3Hecia CKapier.

«J1o Tebs [OIIIN CIIyXU U THI MIPUIIETI, TOTOMY YTO BOJTHOBAJICSA?»

«Bcé Tak».

«Pa3 yK Tl U3MEHUJI JIUIIO, TO Thl 3HAEIIh O CJIOKUBIIEUCS CUTyaLllun».
«Jlax».

Ckapnert He 6blta mypoi. OHa 3Hasa 0 HabIIOAOIINX 3a Hel CoNIgaTaxX ¥ 0 TOM, YTO MX
3aMHTEPECYIOT BCe, KTO K Hel PUOIU3UTCS.

«OHu u3 cembu Mo En?»

«MozXKeT fa, a MOXKeT U HeT, s ¥ caMa He 3Hal0, HO 9TO TOYHO MypHUMEL. YépT... Kakoi ke THl UOUOT,
— ckasana Ckapnet. — Thl MpeKpacHO 3Haelllb CJIOXKHUBIIYIOCS CATYaIlHI0, TOTHA 3a4eM ThI ITPUIIeNT
ctoma? f He mpocumna Te0s IOMOTaTh».

«41 TIpHUIIeN, TOTOMY YTO BOTHOBAJICS. M s HE cOOMPAIOCh PACKPEIBATHCSI MypHMaM».
«Torga Thl 3HaeIb YTO OYMIET, eCNIU Thl OTAAeIIbCs?»
«41 pa3bepych C ITUM CaM».

CxkapreT paccMmesinachk oT otBeTa CyH Muna. OHa, eCTECTBEHHO, B35iJIa €T0 MOf PYKY U COJIHATEI
Ha4vaau UATH B IPYTYIO CTOPOHY.

«Cam? KakuM o6pasom?»

«KakuM yrogHo».

«3T10 6€30TBETCTBEHHBIE U HATJIBIE CJIOBA. ThHI TEIleph He TaKOM MUJIBIN KaK PaHbIIe».
«YTO0 3TO 3HAUUT?»

«Panbllle 1 Haxoauaa MUAJIBEIM TBOX PaCTEPSIHHOCTh. A cerdac Thl CIIUIIKOM HarJIblii».

«41 He OHUMAIO, IIo4eMy 3TO OBIIIO MHJIBEIM?»



«IToTomMy 4TO MIafIIne Bcerga Muinse», — ckadana Ckaprnet u nmornaauna CyH MuHa 10 pyke.
— [IaBHO He Bumenuch. OX, Kakue y Te6s MbIiel! Thl 3aHUMAaeIbCs?

— Yro...

«ITogpirpay MHE>.

«3aueM?»

«Pa3Be THI mpulesn He YTOOH 3AIIUTUTL MEHSI? — [IeBYIIKa yIbIOHYIack. — Ecu 51 ckaxy Tebe yiuTy,
THl XK€ He YUOelb?»

«a».

«Torga mopgeirpait MHe. ¢ MPEACTaBIIIO TUIbAUY TeOs B KAUeCTBE CBOET0 OXPaHHUKA. MEI
BCTPETHUIIUCH BO BPpEMS IIyTEIIECTBUS, U y TeOs Xopolre HaBHKU. Mnu y Te6s ecTh Ipyrast UCTOPUS?»

«Het».

«YpocToBepeHUe TUYHOCTU €CTh?»

«Hert. 4 He Xx04y OBITH CBI3aHHLIM C HaeMHUKaMM».

«Xopomio. KaxeTcs, OHM [103BaJIi HAEMHUKOB, [I0TOMY 4YTO CUJI LIEPKBU HELOCTATOYHO».
«Y4rTo?»

CyH MuH CUNBbHO YOUBUJICSA. MypUMEI, LIEPKOBD, a Tellepb U HAEMHUKU?

«4 Toxe OyMadlO, 9TO 3TO CJIMIIIKOM. Kuwm [Ix0H X€éH, KOHEYHO, OIlaCeH, HO HeJb3s 386]:>IBaTB, qTo
MOZKEeT BMEIIIaTbCs U KOPOJIeBa BaMIIMPOB. Bupgumo, II03TOMY HAa€MHHUKOB U ITO3BaAJIN».

Ycnbia 910, CyH MuH ropbko ynelOHyIcs. [[xKeHusta He 6yieT BMeIIuBaThCs, HO OH He MOT 00
3TOM pacckasaTh, Be[lb eEMy HUKTO He ITIOBEPUT, la U HAYHYT IIPUCTaBaTh C PACCIPOCaMU O TOM,
OTKy[la OH y3Has 00 3TOM.

«TwI moemn?»
«HerT, HO g He rojomen».
«Torma mepecunib ce0si. 9 X04Uy IMOTOBOPHUTD eI1e».

OHa ocraHoBuiach y kKade. TobKO Korfia OHU cenu 3a cTojI, CKapieT HaKOHeI-TO OTIIyCTHIa PYKy
Cyn Musa.

— Cnacu6o0, uTo mpuiesn, — 3aroBopusia CkapneT. — 91 Toxe COMHEBAJIACh, TOMIPOCUTH TeOS 0
TIOMOIITY WJIM HET, ¥ B KOHIIe KOHIIOB pellniia He TporaTh Tebs. Kak xe Twl moOpascs cioma?

— 41 Obln HETIOJANEKY.
CkapneT 0TBeTUJIa EMY TeJelnaTuYeCKu:

«XBaTUT HECTHU YyIlIb, TH XKe OblI B Xapace. Kak Tvl mputiien cioma?»



«HeT Hu4ero HeBO3MOXKHOT 0>,

«3ps TH BeIgeNbIBaelIbca. Hy, BmpoueM, g u npaBha Tebe 61aromapHa. 4 He gyMaria, 4YTO ThI
IpUTEeIlb CaM».

«4l He MOTy OCTaBUTH TeOs Ha CMEPTH».

«YTto THI Hecewlb? [ToueMy 3TO 5 JOTKHA YMEPETH?»
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