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- f mymaro, MBI UX COPOCUTIH.
- Ila, 51 mpecenoBaTesiel BOoOIIe He YyBCTBYIO.

IIBa BeIKUBIIMX «IIpr3pakKa» OCTOPOKHO BHIOPAMCh U3 BOMAHI, OTJISIBIBASICE IT0 CTOPOHAM. XOTSI OHU
WCII0/Ih30Ba/IM TPYAHOIIPOXOAUMEIE JIeca ¥ TOPHI, YTOOBI CTEPETh CBOU CJIe[bl U COPOCUTH C XBOCTa
IIpecyenoBaTesiel, OHU BCE JKe BOCIOIb30BAIUCh PEKO, YTOOR YOEOUTHCS B 3TOM OKOHYATEIBHO.
He3aBucruMO OT TOr0, HACKOJIBKO XOPOII OBITT YEJIOBEK B CJIEXKKE, OH HUKAK He MOT BHICJIEOUTH KOT'0-TO
yepes BOAY.

- ,HaBafI IIOTOPOITNMCH. MHu IIPUIIIN II032Ke, 4eM 1 OyMall.
- Ho mmI BCe PaBHO CMOXeM J:[O6paTBC${ OO0 MeCTa BCTPEYH B OTOBopeHHBIfI CPOK.
Onu BOBOEM COCPENOTOYEHHO IIPOJOJI2KUIIN NBUXKEHUE..

Tenepb BC€, 4YTO UM HYZKHO OBITO ChoeyiaTh, 3TO MPUCOEIUHUTHCA K CBOUM TOBapPHUIIaM B YCIIOBJIEHHOM
MecCTe.
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MecTo, KyZa OHM HAIIPaBISIUCh, HE ObIO 6E3JTI0MHBIM, HAalIPOTHB, OHO HaXOMWIIOCh B IIEHTPEe ropofa,
B KOTOPOM ITPOKHUBAJIU TOPOKaHe. I[T0CKOIBKY B TEHM CBEYH BCEr/Ia OBIJI0 TEMHEE BCET0, UM OBIIIO
Jyd4Ille TIPSITaThCs TaM, Tfie KUy aiofy. He roBops yxKe 0 TOM, YTO TaM JieTde MoIy4aTh
Heo0XomuMY0 HH(MOPMAIIUIO.

Onu BOBOEM HAIIPAaBUJIUCh K CKPBITOMY 6apy B IIepeyJiKe U IMOCTy4YaJikd B 3aJHIOI0 IBEPE 3aBEIECHU,
KOTOpOe ellle JaXKe He OTKPHIJIOCH.

TyK-TyK-TyK-TyK~ TyK-TyK~

Korga onu BbIOMIN HETIOBTOPUMEBIMA PUTM, OBEPb OECIIYMHO OTKPHIIACh.
B TOT MOMEHT...

- YepT BO3BMHU!

- bern!

IIBa HpH3paKa Pa3BEPHYIIUCH U IIOIIBITAJINCh yﬁe}KaTb. Ho OOTHOBPEMEHHO KaK OHU Ha4adJli JBU2KEHHE
CO BCE€X CTOPOH ITOABUIIMCE BOOPYZKEHHEIE OTPAOEL.

- He maiite um cOexkaTs.

- M1 mOMKHBI CXBAaTUTD UX!

ONUTHBIE CONOATH ¥ PHIIJapPW TalHO XKOalu UX.

IIBa IIpu3paka BHITAIIUIIN KOPOTKHE MEYH ¥ Hadasld CPaxKaThCs, MBITASACh CIIaCTHUCE.

«YepT BO3bMHU... Kak 3TO MPOU30IIIO?»



«Hamu ToBapuiIy... YT0 MOTOM CITy4YHUIIOCH C 3aJI0KHULIEH ?»

MyKYWHEI TIOHSIJIA, YTO BCE TIOIII0 COBEPIIEHHO He Tak. [IlepBOHaYaIbHO, KOT{Ia OHU CTy4aJy,
HaXOMSIIUNUCS BHYTPU YE€JIOBEK HOJKEH OBLI CIIPOCUTH ITapoJlb.

Bcio Henemo OHM YIIOPHO FOTOBUJIKCH K TIOOETY OT CBOMX IIpeciiefioBaTesiel U faxe B MOCIeOHUN
MOMEHT CcTapajuch 006e30macuth ce0sg. 9TO Ka3aaoCh Ype3MePHLIMU TIPUTOTOBIEHUSIMHU, HO
6rmaromapst 9TOMY OHM CMOTJIM BBIXKHUTH JIaXKe II0CJIe TOr0, KaK ITOTEPIIeNI COKPYIIUTEIbHOE
IIOpakeHue BO BpeMs BOMHEL

Ho To0, uTO OBEPb OTKPEIIACh 0e3 3allpocCa mmapoid, 03Ha4alio, YTO CUTyallid BBIIIIAa U3-TI0OM
KOHTPOJIA. Onu He 3HaANU IIPUYKHEI, HO Tellephb, KOI'Ja BCe IIOIIJIO HallePEKOCAK, OJIsd HUX I'/tTaBHOE
CTaJIO BEIZKMBaHHUE.

Onu Mornu Obl KCKATh APYTYIO BO3MOXKHOCTbH, TOJIBKO €CJIA OBl OCTAJIUCh JKUBHI.
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- Kyrx!

- Vrxx!

Pa3pmanuck KpUKHU, ¥ KPOBb OPHI3HYJIa Ha IO,

HpOTI/IBHI/IKOB OBLIIO0 BCETO OBO€E, HO 3TU JBO€ ABJIAJINCH BBEIZKMBIITNMU YJI€HAMHA HpI/I3paKOB,
CUJIbHEUIINMHU 3JIUTHBIMHU COJINaTaMu PeCHy'GJ'[I/IKI/I B IIOCJIEHEN HIE0JIOTHYeCcKol BoKiHe. XOTs OHU
HEMHOTI'O ITOCTapejir, X HAaBLIKK HE 3aP2KABEJIN. Iaxe ecnu 9JIMKCHD 0oJtbIlie He OB OOCTYIIEH,
IIPpUPOOHEIE CIIOCOOHOCTH 3THX BOMHOB OCTABAJIMCH CIIHUIIKOM BEJIMKH IN]S:} OOBIYHBIX pbluapeﬁ.

- He gatiTe uMm cOexaThb!
- Bparos Tosnbko0 mBOE!

Prillapu 130 BCeX CUJI IBITAIMCh GOPOTHCS C MOIABUIMMHU B OKpyKeHue [Ipr3pakamMu, HO CUTyalus He
ynyudinanachk. [I0CKOJIBKY Te BOCIIOIb30BAIUChH Y3KUM MTEPEYIKOM ¥ YIIOPHO CpaKaauCh C HUMH,
YHCJIO HAIla[laBIIKUX CTAJI0 CTPEMUTEIBHO YMEHBIIIAThCS.

W, HakoHell...
Babax!
- Kyrx!

OpuH u3 [Ipu3pakoB NHYJI B IPYAb OGHOTO U3 IIPOTUBHUKOB, KOTOPHIY 3aropaxusai yauly. B To xe
BpPEMS pHILIaph CIIOTKHYJICS U OTCTYIIUII Ha3al, CTPO phillaped 3aMeTHO ociiaben. [Ipu3paku
BOCTIOJTb30BAJIMCh 9TUM IIAHCOM U OBICTPO B3MaxHYJIM CBOMMHU KOPOTKUMU MedaMHu.

- Vrx!
- Kyx...

-Iy... ryxx...

OpHOMY M3 phILIapey BLIOMIY T'1a3, a APYTroi MOIyYnusl HOKeBoe PaHEeHHE B XKMBOT. A OPYroro paHUIu



HOKOM B III€10 ¥ TOT OBICTPO TEPSIT KPOBb. TPU SMUTHHIX PHILIAps MOTUOIKM B OQHO MIHOBEHHE.
- Tenieps y Hac ecTs maHC!

- OTnuyHo!

B ToT MOMeHT, Korga o6pa3oBanach Opelllb, 9TH IBOE CMeJI0 TPOPBaIUCh CKBO3b OKPYKEHUE.
- HeT!

- OctanoBuTte ux! Yero ObI 3TO HX CTOUIIO, MBI IOJIKHBI CXBATHTh UX!

Prillapy B TaHUKE 3aKpUydaiy, HO OBIJIO CIUIIKOM MTO3HO, OBa [Ipu3paka OBIIM Ha MOJIYTH K BEIXOOY
U3 OKPYKEHHUS.

Ho B TOT MOMEHT...

-Yo!

- yx...

[Tpu3pakwu, BeIOeTraBIire U3 OKPYXKEeHHUs, ObIIM OCTaHOBIIEHH.

YT0-TO IOMEIIaIo UM. 3a UCKITI0YEeHNeM HECKOIbBKHUX OCTABIINXCS B KUBLIX COMIAAT, Iiepen HuMu
OBLITO IIyCTO, HO MHCTUHKTEI ACHO IIPEOYIIPEeXK Al UX - JaJIbIlIe UOTU HeJIb34.

Te ToBOPUNIM UM, UTO €CJIM OHU ITPOMIOJIXKAT, TO YMPYT. MoXKeT OBITh, 3Ta CIIOCOOHOCTb YYBCTBOBATD
3BEPUHYIO SPOCTh OblNa MPHBUTA UM Kak BomHaM? OHU He MOTJIM 3aCTaBUTh Ce0s IPOJoIIKaTh
IBUTATLCS BIIEpe.

U 3aTemM...
- 'Y Bac xopolias UHTYUIUS.
Twuxo pa3roBapuBasi, KTO-TO IIOSBUJICS MePET HAMHU.

OTOT YesIOBEK MOSBUBIIMICS M3-3a yTila IepeyikKa, K KOTOPOMY HallpaBisiIuch [Ipu3paky,
BBIPBABIINUCH M3 OKPYxKeHUs. OH BHITISAEN 3peJIbIM IXKEeHTIbMEHOM CpefHuX JieT. Ha HeM He OblI0 HU
IIOCIIEXO0B, HU IIJIEMa, OH OBII OfeT B 0OBIYHYIO OfleXKMY, a Ha ero 1mosice Becesl OJIMHHBEINA Med.

Ho kak TOIbKO MMOSIBUJICS 3TOT YeJioBeK, o6a [Ipu3paka MOYyBCTBOBAJIM, YTO UX CIIMHEL CTAJIU
BlaXXHbBIMU. OHU 3Ha/IX, KTO 3TOT MyXK4YMHa CPENHUX JIeT, CTOSLINY nepen HUMU. Kak Mornu He
IIPU3HATH €ro?

- [Ixxepom Teukep...

OH saBnsancs xKusou nererpor Ummnepun Jlectep u mpaBoy PyKOM BeJIUKOTO repuora MuaToHa
®oppecrTa.

[TosBuncs [Ixepom Teukep.
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[>XxepoM MeMJIEHHO BHIIIEJ BIIepEe, pa3roBapuBas C MPECTYITHHKAMH.



- Bups, KaK BH y3HaIU MEHS TOJIBKO 3aBUIEB, B 3TOM HET HUKaKUX COMHEHUN. BEl felCTBUTEILHO
[Tpuspaxu.

9T [IBOE HE OTBETUIU. BMECTO 3TOr0 OHU IMOCMOTPENH OPYT Ha OPYyTra U IIOIBITAJINCE ITIOOATh CUTHAII
T'JIa3aMu.

Wx conepuuk [I:xkepom Terikep. CMoryT nu oHU cOexaTh? ECiy OHU HE CMOTJIM, TO MOT JIX OJHH
YyeJioBeK, 110 KpaiiHel Mepe, BHIUTpaTh HEMHOTO BpeMeHH, IT0Ka APYTOM cIiacascs 6erctsom?

[Toka oHU OBICTPO MIPOCYUTHIBAIA BO3MOXKHOCTH ¥ CUTHAJIAIK OPYT APYTY, KepoM 3aroBOpuI.
- CmaBaliTecs.
TonbKO OOHO CJIOBO.

Korpa [I;xepoM IpoOu3HEC €ro, CJIOBHO YYUTENb, PYyTaloluil HEMTOCTYIIHEIX YUeHUKOB, [Ipu3paku Koe-
YTO MOHSIIN.

«IDTO HEBO3MOXKHO».
«3HAQUUT, 3TO KOHEI».

Ecnu oguH X0Te cTaTh MPUMAaHKOM U BHIMTPATh BpEMs, YTOOHI APYrOMy yaanochk cO6exkaTh, TO
pas3HuUIla B CIOCOOHOCTSX [OJI2KHA OBITh HE MEHbIIIE, YEM Y JIUCH ¥ BOJIKA. XOTS 3TU [ABOE SBIISIIIUCH
OOHUMU U3 CUJIbHeHIX cpenu [Ipu3pakoB, ¥ OHU CpaXkKaluCh SPOCTHO U He JaBa/ii CBOMM HaBbIKAM
IPUTYIUTLCS, PA3pEIB B CUJIE MEXIY HUMU U YeJI0BEeKOM Ilepef UX ria3aMu Obul 6e3HaneKHO BEJUK.

Yro OBl OHU HM [ieIaiu, Kakue Obl TPIOKYM HU MCIIOJIb30BajId, HUYEro Okl He BEIAIET.
«I9TO Yy[OBUIIE...»
«OH cTan ele cunbHee, yeM paHblle. C TaKOM CKOPOCTHIO... AX!»

XO0Ts 9TO ORIIO TPYOHO, OHK BCE K€ MOTI'JIX KOe-4TO HOHpOGOBaTb. OnuH 13 BRIKHUBIIHAX HpI/I3paKOB
3aroBOPHII C H}KepOMOM.

- UmmepaTopckas IIpuHiiecca 9nru3abeT B HAIINX PyKax...

- 4 3mecs.

Onu3abeT mosiBUIACh M3-3a CIUHEL [[2KepoMa, IpeXkae YeM TOT yCIesl 3aKOHYUThL PasroBop.
TomMmu 1 PUK 6MTEIPHO OXPaHSIIU ee, CTOS 0 60KaM OT MPUHIIECCHL.

«YepT BO3BMHU...»

«Tak oHa ¥ mpaBOa cOexkama?»

s ITpu3pakoB X eOUHCTBeHHAs cjaabas HajexkOa ucuessna.

H}KGPOM OTBETHUJI IIEPBEIM, B3JOXHYB.



- Bame MimmepaTtopckoe BricouecTBo, s cka3an Bam He BEIXOAUTH, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO OIACHO.
- Her, B 9TOH clieHe 9 OOJIXKHA ITOIBUTHCS, YTOORI 3TO OBLIO...

Korga 9nu3abeT Hayana cBoe HeyOeouTEIbHOE OlpaBaaHue, [:kepoM o6opBas ee, Kak GyTO 3TO HE
CTOUJIO TOTO, YTOOHI €TO CITyIIATh.

- Puk, Tommyu, yBenute Ee BricouecTso.

- Ia, Yuurtens.

- [a, Yuurerns.

3aTteM Puk u Tommu cxBaTunu Jnu3abeT 3a PyKu ¢ 06erx CTOPOH U CJerKa IIPUIIONHSIH ee.
XoTs IpuHLIecca He IOCTpafasia, OHa IoTepsjia CBOe JOCTOUHCTBO, TaK KaK BHCesa B BO3OYXe.
- Xm? [Topoxpute MUHYTKY. Puk, TOMMH, OTIIyCTUTE MEHS.

- Het, Bamre MMniepaTtopckoe BricodecTso.

- 9TO IIpUKa3 YUurens.

- Ho a1 xxe UMmmepaTopckas [Ipunnecca?! { Brilie HETO.

- Bce paBHO HeT, Baure BricouecTBo.

Yro 6wl HU TOBOpuIa Inu3abet, 3T0 He paboTano.

Yro Kacaetcs [I2KepoMa, TO ero opuIIMaIbHbIM TUTY He IIPEBHIIIAJ CTaTyca replora, HO C eT0
(baKTUYeCKUMU ITOJTHOMOYHUSMHU OH MOT ObI CTaTh TPETHUM TJIaBHOKOMaHOyomuM B MMmnepuu. B
KakKOM-TO CMbICTie gaxe MmnepaTpulia Jleisa He MOrjia OTHOCUTBHCS K HEMY OIIpoMeT4nBO. KoHEeuHo,
TIPY €r0 [OCTOMHOM, 61arOpOIHOM ¥ BOCIIMTAHHOM ITOBEJIeHNH ¥ MOHapxa MMnepuu He ObIIO IPUYUH
1St HeoOyMaHHBIX IeMCTBUI IPOTUB Hero. Y xoTs Inmu3abeT uMesia CBOM CTATyC, OHA TOXKE MaJjio
YTO MOTJIa CHeNlaTh MPOTUB HETO, KOTJa BCIIOMHMIIA, KaK B IETCTBE OH HOCHUJI €€ Ha CBOUX IIJIevaXx.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, €€ BHITAILIAIK OTTYOa TOJIHKO 6e3 0c060T0 MOCTOMHCTBA.

Otocnas MMnepartopckyto [Ipuniieccy, [Ikepom o0paTuica K AByM [Ipu3pakaM, CTOSAIIAM Iepen
HUM.

- tak, 4To BB cOOMpPaeTEeCh elaTh Tenepb? ECTh 1 y Bac Apyrue TPIOKH, KOTOPHEIE BBl XOTUTE
norpo6oBaTh?

- Her, 370 HeTy.

Cka3zasB 310, [Ipu3paku OPOCUIIA CBOE OPYxKUe U momobpanu AIMHHbIE MEeUM TTaBIINX PHIIapel.
- Torma uTO BHI coOHpaeTech genaTth? CoaguTech?

Kak Tonpko [I2KepoM 3TO CKa3all...

Caucrt!

Okpy2Karle MOTJIU II0YyBCTBOBATh YOUMCTBEHHOE HaMepeHKe, HaCTOJIbKO CUIBHOE, YTO OHO OBLIIO



0X0XkKe Ha 0yJIaBOYHEIE YKOJIBL.
- Cmatbcs?
- He ctout HegooueHuBaTh Hac, [Ixkepom Terkep.

Hemnobemnumebiit mpoTuBHUK. CUTYalus, Korga /1to0oe oTCTyIieHre Oby10 3a010KMpoBaHo. B
co3gasinerics 06cTaHoBKe y [Ipu3pakoB GBI TOJTBKO OOUH BapHAHT.

- [Ta 3gpaBcTByeT ¢ropep 3urppun!

- Pecrry6nuka HaBcerpa!

C kpuKamu 3TU OBoe OpocHIuCh Ha [IxKepoMa.

- BepHo...

[>KepoM Me[JIeHHO IOTSIHYJICS 3a CBOUM MEYOM.

- /1 3Has, 4TO 3TO MPOU30UMET.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/]a OH BBHITAIIUJI CBOM Med, 3TO OBIJI0O OMHOBPEMEHHO M HadyaloM, ¥ KOHIIOM.
kkk

[I>KepoM 3aroBOpuI, TTISAS BHU3 Ha XOJIOOHBEIE Tesa OBYX [Ipu3pakos.
- [lepepnaiite [I;XeUKy IPUBET OT MEHSI.

[Tpuka3aB CBOUM JIIOOAM JTMKBUAUPOBATH NMOCTECTBUS, OH YIIIE.

keksk

Ieno OBLTIO TAK.

IBoe U3 MATH BHIKUBIIUX «IIpH3paKoB» OTIPABUIIUCH Ha IEPETOBOPHI, @ OCTABIIUECS TPOE 3aHSTUCH
nepeMelesreM MMmnepaTopckon [TpuHLeccH nu3abeT B CEKPETHOE MECTO.

Ho moTtowm...
- Coepxwu1b U TH cBoe obemanne, MMnepaTopckas [IpuHmecca Imu3ader?
- KoHeuHo, HO TH YBepeH, 4TO ¢ To6OM BCe B OpsAaKe?

[Tpuspaku, KOTOpkle MPUONIKUKAIUCH K KaMepe, YTOOH IIepeBecTr Iu3abeT, YCIbIIan CTPaHHbIH!
pasrosop.

Omun n SHI/I3a6eT, Ka3aJIOCh, 3dKJII0YaAJIl KaKYIO-TO COEJIKY.
OpnuH U3 HUX Oep2Kall B PYKEe OPYyXKHUE 1 HAIIPAaBUJI €0 Ha IBOUX 3arOBOPIITNKOM.

- BaMm myudiire He fienaTh HUKaKWX riaynoctei. Oco6eHHO TH BOH TaM. MiMeiliTe B BUOY, YTO JIIOIH,
KOTOpHIE Tlepefanu Te0si, CKa3ajy, YTO MBI MOXKeM yOUTh Te0sI, ECIIM THI MOMBITAEIILCS COEXKATh.

Jle3Bue KOCHYJIOCE T'OpJia FOmrna, Korga HpI/I3paK yrpoxaris eMy.



OmHaKo MyXX4YWHA ¥ TJIa30M He MOPTHYJ U 3aTOBOPHUII C Inu3aberT.

- TebOe He HYKHO OECIIOKOUTHCS 0 MOeM O0ellaHuU. S MOTy HeMe[JIEeHHO BBITIOTHUTE €T0 IPSIMO
cenyac.

- Torga mokazxu 9TO MHe.

[Tpu3paku DPUIILIK B IPOCTh, KOTIa YBUAEIH, UTO fiBa IIJIEHHUKA IIPOOOJIKAIOT pa3roBapruBaTh APYT C
IPYTOM, UTHOPUPYS HX.

«Kak oHU CcMe€IoT...»

[TockonbKy dnu3abeT ABisANIach eQUHCTBEHHOM BaKHOM 3aI0KHUIEN NTPSIMO ceruac, [Ipu3pak
TIOJIHSIJI CBOM MeY C HaMepeHneM yOUTh HEM3BECTHOTO I0KaHUHaA.

Ho B aTOT MOMEHT...
- A?!

Ero meu He IMEeT0XHYJICA. OH He MOT HU OTTOJIKHYTE €r0, HA OTTAHYTH Ha3a[. Kak 6YJITO TOT OBLT
3aKpeEIlJIeH Ha CTeHe, €TI0 KJIMHOK He OBUI'aJICs.

[TpuyuHOM 3TOTO OHLIO. ..
- 910 BCE?

[TpaBas pyka FOumHa. OH gepzkas Med CBOEero MPOTHBHUKA ITPaBOM PyKoH. BEIIO He MOX0XKe, 4TO
€My NIPUXOUIIOCH YAEPKUBATh €r0 U30 BCEX CUJI, HO IPOTUBHUK HE MOT COBUHYThH MeY C MeCTa.

- Te1...? KTO THI TAKOU?
- Tebe He HyKHO 3TOrO0 3HaTh. Y... Mol n71aH U3MEHUICS.
-4t0?

- HOCKOJ’IBKy TBI HE BEPHIIb B CBOE€ ITIOPAXKEHUE U TOJIBKO BPEOUuIllb MUDY, Y MEHA HET IIPUYUH
YyBCTBOBATH cebst BUHOBATHIM. YMpI/I

Cka3zaB 3T0, FOmmuH mepHy Med K cebe, OMHOBPEMEHHO YIIePIIKUCh HOTOM B ITOAHOXKME Ieper CoOO0M.
3aTeM...

- Yero?!

Ero nMpoTHBHUK ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3EMJIS YIIJIa U3 MO HOT ¥ OH JIETUT BIEPEN.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT{1a OH JIUIIIUJIICS OIIOPEI, TO ITIOHSAJI, YTO IMOTEPAT BOSMOZXKHOCTE CHOEJIAaTh XOTh KaKOe-
TO IBHZKEHHUE...

- Om!
C xopoTkuM BeIoX0M FOUIMH HaHEC yap JTOKTEM CBEPXY.

Kpak!



- Kbroxxx!

Co 3BYKOM JIOMAIOIMUXCS ITO3BOHKOB HpH3paK, KOTOprﬁ OO0 IIOCIIeOHEeTr0 JepxKaJjiCda 3a M€Y, DYXHYII Ha
II0JI.
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