[TpuHI HaHBIKMH OTCYTCTBOBAI LIENIBIX CEMb JHEH, MaXkKe MPOUTHOPUPOBAB IE€PBLIH BU3UT HEBECTHI
00paTHO K CBOEY CEeMbe.

BposcTBytomas cynpyra AHb 6pocuinack B KOMHaTy E UYKao. «9To Thl BO BCeM BUHOBATA, €CIA MO
pebeHOK 60UTCS BO3BPAIlaThCs LOMOU!» - BEIJaBuiia OHa U3 ce0sl CKBO3b IJIa4 ¥ IIMBITAHbE HOCOM.

E Yxkao, 3aHMMaBIIasACsI YUCTKOU CBOETO OPYKUs, He CMOrJia CAepXaTh XMypOro B3rJsiaa.

- OTOT Opak GBI IT0KAT0OBaH UMIIEPATOPOM.

- MHe Bce paBHO! - Ce3sl BOOBCTBYIOLLEH CYIIPYrd AHb TEKJIA BOJTHAMU, IOYTH TAKUMHU CUJIBHBIMH,
YTO MOTJIM OBl Pa3pyIIUThL CTEHH TOpPoAa. ITO ObII0 HEBEIHOCUMO. OTOPOCUB OCTOPOKHOCTE, OHA
cxBatuna E UYKao 1 BCTpsixHYyNa ee. - Thl 6eccoBecTHas xKeHIIKrHa! TH BEITHAIa MOET0 ChIHA,
HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO UJET TAaKOM CUJIbHBINA CHET, 0e3 ednl U NMUThi. KTO 3HAEeT, Kak TOPLKO OH
cTpapaeT? YTo MHe fieiaTh, €CJIU YTO-TO CIy4YUTCA? [TI0TOPOIUCE U HaAy MOETOo ChIHA!

- On yb6exarn cam, - TeprenuBo obbscHua E Yxkao. - f egBa v cKkasaja eMy Ba CJioBa C MOMEHTa
Halel cBagbObl. Ha camoMm pene, yeThipe. Kak st BooO11le MOTJIa €T0 BHITHAThH?

BrooBcTBylomas cynpyra AHb IOCMOTpeJla Ha Hee U Ha TO, KaK HeOpexXHO oHa o0palianach CO CBOUM
METEOPUTHEIM MOJIOTOM. YTOJIOK ee I'ta3a fAepHycs. OHa BEITEPA CIe3Hl, PEeIluB TOBOPUTh
TAKTUYHO.

- HecmoTps HE Ha 4TO, OH TBOM Myk. OTHO N0, YTO TH He 00/Iafaellb X KEeHCKUMY J00POAeTENAMHU,
PacCymuTeNbHOCTHIO UM JOUEPHUM ITOYTEHNEM, HO KaK Thl MOXKeIb KaX LU IeHb TOIbKO
3a0aBIsATHCA CO CBOUM OPYKUEM?

- 9T0 Mos paboTa - UrpaTh C OpyxKueM, - oTBeTuna E Yxkao.

Cepaiie BOOBCTBYIOIIEN CYyIPyru AHB C3KaJloCh, KOTHa OHA ITofyMalia 0 HeyoauyHoM Opake CBOEro
nopororo chkiHa. OHa CHOBA 3alljlakasa.

- He myMau, 4TO THI MOXKeIIb TaK U3[4eBaThCA Hal CUPOTOU U BOOBOU! X0OPOLIO, eClU TH He
IIpuBe[elb ero 00paTHO, TorAa ... 4 MOKOHYY ¢ co0oii!

E Yxkao, o0ecrokoeHHas ee HEePa3yMHBIMHU CJIOBAMH, 0eCIoMOIITHO CKa3ana:

- Xopo11o, Xopolo, g noully ero. Ho 4to, ecnu oH He BepHETCA?

- Torga Tebe cnenyeT U3BMHUTLCS, IACTh HUI] U YMOJISITh €70 BEPHYThLCA! - CKa3asa BAOBCTRYIOIIAS
cymnpyra AHb.



- Heneno! - dpocTtHO BocknmukHyna E Yxkao. - 9TO OH 0TKa3ajcs MeHs BULETh, a He g ero! A
YUHOBHUK BTOPOT'O PAHTa, OTBEYAOIINH 3a 0€30IIaCHOCTh CTOMUIIEL. KakK s MOTY ITO3BOIUTH CBOMM
OJYMHEHHBIM BUIETh, YTO S BBICTABJISIO CE0ST Typo?

['eHepasn HaKOHEeI-TO pa3037uiIach. X0TS OHA CHepXKHUBajla CBOM HAIOp, OHa BCe ellle KOMaHoBasa
MHOTOTBICSTYHOM apMuen u Obljla CAJION, C KOTOPOM IPUXOOUIIOCH CYUTAThCS Ha moje 60s1. OHa
BBITJIAAfle/Ia TaKOM BJIACTHOM, YTO CEPALe BOOBCTBYIOIIE!N CyIPyTy AHL Ha MTHOBEHUE IIePeCcTaso
6uThcs, a ee uMIynbC ociiab. OHa 3acoOMHeBaack, HO, IIOAYMaB O CBOeM JII0OMMOM ChIHE, coOpasach C
IyXOM U, 3alIMHAasCh, IPOU3HECa:

- Hy... YTo X, ecju Thl HEe CMOKEIIlh BEPHYTh MOET0 ChIHA Yepe3 TPH [HS, S MoKy K BOOBCTBYIOIIEH
uMInepaTpulle u pa3o0nio cebe ronoBy fo cmepTu! 9 06BUHIO TeOS B HemopobaoiieM noBeeHnn!

3aTeM OHa IOCIIeIIHO yIIia, 605Ch B3TJISHYTh Ha BhipaxkeHue nuia E Yxkao.

Korpa ona ymna, MaiiusaH, KoTopas Bcerfa Ovina no6nu3ocTy, 4Tobsl 06cmyxuth E Uxkao, nmopomna
U IIpuKanach K e€ pyke. «He BoNHyliTeCh, TeHepaJl, - CKa3aja OHa el Ha yX0. - BIoBCTByomas
cynpyra Bce emle BUnuT B Ero BeicouecTBe peGenka. OHa 04eHb JIETKO IJIaYeT ¥ YTPOKAET
TIOBECUTHCS, IIPOJIOMUTD cebe TOI0BY UM 00BSBUTH TOJIOHNOBKY, 110 KpaliHel Mepe, YeThipe UK NATh
pa3 B rof u3-3a Ero BricouecTBa, HO s HUKOTHa He BUOesa, YTOOH OHA [ejlaja 3TO Ha cCaMOM fejie.
Oxa npocTo 61edyeT».

Croanbp’ap mporenTtaja ed Ha Apyroe yxo: «Jaxe Ero BeicouecTBO HHOTAa HE MOXKET STOT'0 BEHIHECTH.
OH 4acTo MOXKEeT OTCYTCTBOBATh IoMa I10 AeCATh-MIITHAALATh AHel. Kak Obl To HU OBIJIO, OH OUYeHb
XOPOII B @3apPTHHIX UI'Pax ¥ 3HaeT MHOTO0 JIofed u3 Hu3oB. OH He YMpET C T0JIONY, faXe eCclld He
BEPHETCS B TeYEHHUE LIEeCTU MeCALEeB... ECIU BBl XOTUTE HAUTH €r0, IOCETUTE BUHHBIE Mara3uHbl U
WTOPHBIE 3aJIbl, IMEHHO TaM OH, CKOp€ee BCETo, IPAYETCS».

Temeps, KOrfa OHU IPEABKYIIaIH, KaK B OyayuieM OyOyT yIPaBasaTh AOMAIIHUM X039HCTBOM, OHU
OBICTPO CHANKCh U HeMe[eHHO npofanu Cs FOuu3uHs.

- MoxeT, HaM ITOC/IaTh 3a MOOKpeNeHrneM, TeHepan? - 6eicTpo ciupocuina Lo Xya. - [JaBaiiTe
IIOIIPOCUM TaMHYIO CTPaXy apecToBaTh €ro.

- B aToM HeT HeoOxoguMoCTH. f 3Ha, rae oH. - E Ykao Hafesa CBOM YePHBIHN IIJIall, TOgOUTHIN
nucou. Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOI'Ja OHa BBIXO[WJIa 3a ABEpb, OHa BCIIOMHUJA: - Kyna gencsa Jluc?
[ToyeMy ero HUKTO He BU[EI B IIOCIeJHEee BpeMs?

- BoeHHBIN COBETHHK He TaK MaBHO B3SJI OTIYCK, - 0TBeTUsa LI1o Xya. - OH, HaBepHOEe, BHIIIE].

Lo IIy# mogHsiIa rojIoBY ¥ BhIKHUAAIOIIE ITIOCMOTpela Ha reHeparia.

- B mocnenHee BpeMs OH GBI B IIJIOXOM HACTPOEHHUH, - OCTOPOXKHO CKa3aJla OHa. - EMy, HaBepHOe,



Hayo OBIIO Pa3BEeATECA.

E Yxkao HaxMypumiacs.

- Ckaxmu eMy, YTOORI OTOBIXaJI CTOJIBKO, CKOJIEKO €My HY2KHO, a II0CJI€ BO3BPAIl€HUA d KOy HOOKJIa[a.

['y6rr Lo [Iy# 6ecrioKOMHO 1IEBEIUINCE, KaK Oy[TO OHa BCe ellle X0TeJla YTO-TO CKa3aTk.

Ho E Yxkao yxe ymna.

Ee maru He cOMBaNuCh C 11ara B KJIyOsIIeMcs CHETY, KOTla OHa PeIluTeIbHO HallpaBulach Ha 3amaj.

Tak roe ke npsatanca Ca FOuzuns?

B 3amagHOM palioHe CTONUIE OBII MaJIeHbKUM ¥ TPSI3HBIM Mara3uHYMK, CIPSITAHHLIM B OTIaIeHHOM
nepeyike. 3acajieHHble BHIBECKH, PEKJIaMUPYIOIe BUHO, BUCENIH Y3Ke MHOTO JIET, & Ha IOKPHITHIX
MXOM CTYIIeHSX JieKana CTapas JeHruBas co0aka. BHyTpu Mara3rHa IjlaMs JKapOBHU T'OPEJI0 04Y€eHb
TEIJI0, @ Ha MaJIeHbKOU IJTUTE U3 KPACHOM T'IMHBI TOMHJICS TOPIIOYEK C TYLIeHON OapaHUHOM,
PAcCIpPOCTPAHSS HACHIIEHHbIN U CO0Ma3HUTEIbHBIN apoMaT. BpeMsi, Ka3anoch, 0CTaHOBUJIOCH B 9TOT
HETOPOIIJIUBEIN 1 6€33a00THEIM MOMEHT.

BragenbplieM Mara3uHa 6bi1 JTao ['a0, KOTOPOTO yOayHO Ha3Baiu JIao*, Tak Kak Ha ero juie ObLIT0
MHOT0 MopiruH. OH ObITT 0T B U30PAaHHYI0 OBUMHHYIO KYPTKY U CHEN Ha 060TpeBaeMo
KMPIUYHOM KPoBaTH. HampoTuB HETo B IMOJTyMpake CUOEesT MOJIOION apUCTOKPAT B BEJIMKOJIETTHOM
HOPKOBOH 11yOe. B 06erx pykax oH JepzKaj IpejKy ¢ PUCYHKOM I[BETKA JI0Toca. Ero mpekpacHuie
YepHEIe BOJIOCH OB COOPaHEI BOMOMAIOM U YIEePXKUBAIKUCh C3aau (GHOIETOBOM JIEHTOH U3 0ucepa,
cBOOOIHO 3aBsI3aHHOM Ha 3aThIIKE. Ero KoxkKa MOTrJia COlepHUYaTh C HE(PPUTOM, YePTHI JINIA OBIIH
YTOHYEHHBIMH, MUHMIAJIEBUNHEIE TIa3a TTTy0OKUMH, KaK caMas TeMHasi HOYb, CHSIOITMMHY, KaK
3BE3[IHLIM CBET, @ POT U3OTHYJICS B 6€3TyMHOM yIEIOKE.

* «Jlao» 3HAYUT CTApPHIH.

9T0 OBIJI0 OYEHB CTPAHHO: eMy Ob1sI0 abCONMIOTHO He MecTo 3[eck. Ho, CyZs o ero CIIOKOMHOMY U
€CTeCTBEHHOMY IIOBEMIEHHUIO, EMY 3TO He Ka3aJloCh CTPAHHEIM.

Jlao T'ao B3mOXHYJ ¥ HAIWUII eMy ellle BuHa. «KOHBIN IPUHIL... HET, Teleps Be Ero BeicouecTBO MpUHIL
Hawubnus. Bel cuacTnuBsl B 6pake. OCTaThCsl Y MEHS HaBCeT[a ¥ HUKOTTIa He BO3BpAIIATLCS - 9TO HE
BEIXOZl. He MoxKeTe 3Ke BB IPSITAThCS 3[€Ch BCIO CBOIO XKU3Hb, HE TaK JIU?»

- Kaxk aTo pasgpaxaert! - [Tanouku ans ensl Ca FOUL3uHSA 3acThIU B Bo3gyxe. OH B3TJISIHYI Ha
MYyKUYMHY. - Thl OOUIIBCS, UTO 51 ChbeM Tebs MPsIMO B TBOeH NlaBKe? [ TeOs MOJIKHO OBITH YECTHIO,
YTO MHE HpaBUTCS TBOSI OapaHuHa! He 3a0biBali, YTO THI IOI2KEH MHE CEMbCOT BOCEMbJIECST CEMb
Tasnen. f cven TBoei GapaHUHEL Ha IATh Tasjei cepedpPoM, HO THI BHIIIHII ABafLIaTh Tasjiel MOero



IIpeKpacHoro BuHa!

Cnosa Jlao I'ao ObIM BeXKIMBEIMU, HO OH YCMEXHYJICS, He BhIKa3aB HU MaJIeHIIero crpaxa.

- Her, Het, Ero BricouecTBO MOYTHUI HAC CBOUM IIPUCYTCTBUEM. qa 6YI[y pan mpuBeTCTBOBATH BacC,
JazKe €CJIN BEI 6YJI€TG MIUTAThCS 30ECh €Ille CTO BOCEMbAECT THEH.

- Tl IPOCTO XOYeIllb HAaCIaAUTLCA MOUM BUHOM. - ['yOnl Cst FOMLBuHS cKpuBuauch. OH cHenan ITI0TOK
BMHA, IPUCIYIINBAsICh K TUXOMY IIeJIeCTy CHera 3a OKHOM. Ero pyKu HEMHOT'O OPOXKaJu.

- Jlao I'ao, e1e HECKOJIBKO payHOoOB?

JTao T'ao moCTaBUII TAPEJIKy ¥ MAJIOYKHU IS €MIbl, KOTOPHIE Ie€PKaJl B PyKax, ¥ MIPOCHUSIL.

- A BOT 3TO xX0poIas umes.

Csa IO#n3uHb yaeI0HYICS.

- Xa, He OOHUIILCS MOTEPSITH elle HECKOIBKO COTEH TadjIen?

- Her, ITOCKOJIBKY HE3aBHCHUMO OT TOT'O, JOJI2KE€H JIN 5 Tebe CeMbCOT TadJIeH WIN CEeMBbJECST ThICSAY, A B
moboM ClIydae He CMOTI'y BEPHYTb Tebe JOJIT.

- ba! - C HeBo3aMyTuMEIM nunioM Cs FOUI3MHD IOCTyYasl 0 CTOJy U IIyTs MPUTrPO3uil: - Harmsii u
3710# 4yenoBek! Kak TH cMeellb CMesIThCSI Hafo MHOM! ECii Thl He MOXKeIITb BHIIIJIATUTL CBOM O,
TOTHAa UOU U IIpOfali CBOIO JOYb!

- Kakas otnuyHas unes! 4 mo cMepTtu 6eCOKOUICS 0 ee OpayHEIX IepPCIeKTuBax. - ['ma3a Jlao I'ao
CUSNY, OH OBUI B IPUIIOJHATOM HACTPOEHUHU. - [I0JIK€eH JIU 1 Ha 3TOT pa3 IpofaTh ee 1IeH30py XyaHy
uny MuHACTPY Uxany? Oduinep JIio Toxe nogoiiget! A TyT mocnpainBa Koe-Koro. Bce oy u3
IPUJIMYHBIX CEMeH, ¥ KOTOPBIX YK€ HECKOJIBKO JIET BCE XOPOILO, X UM He HYKHO OECIIOKOUTHCS O TOM,
yTOOB HAKOPMUTH U OfIeTh MaJIeHbKYIO CNTyKaHKY. HO BEpHYTHCS TOMOM C MYZKEM - 3TO IIOYTH YTO
IIOBOZ 711 XBaCTOBCTBA.

On YYTh HE 3aCTaBUII Csa }OfIHSHHH MMOJaBUThCI MSACOM. BOCIIONIB30BaBIIMCE TEM, YTO OH OBII cyIerkKa
IIbsAH, OH CKa3aJI HACMEUIJINBBIM TOHOM:

- 3a0ynp 00 sToM. [Tonaraemnscsi Ha CBOIO IIe4YaibHO M3BECTHYIO CBAP/IUBYIO U YPOLJIUBYIO NEBYOHKY?
TrI XOUelb BEIOATE €€ 3aMyK, YTOOB IPUUYUHUTH KOMY-TO Bpen? Ecnu KTo-HUOYOb PELUIUTCS U
JKEHUTCS Ha HeH, 1 JaM HeCUaCTHOMY OBafllaTh Tadjeu cepedpa...



- 41 6marogapio Barie BricouecTBo oT uMenu Llyiixya! - JTao I'ao oTBeTHII, HE JOXKUIASACH, ITOKA OH
3aKOHYHT.

Cs FOuI3uHb MpuCTaaIbHO ITOCMOTPEN Ha HEro. «3aTKHUCH, - CEPOUTO CKa3all OH, - 9TO /IS eT0
yTeleHus!»

- [lelicTBUTENIBHO, HEMCTBUTEJILHO, - CKa3as Jlao ['ao, mesnas Bum, uTo He moHUMaeT. OH BeXKJIMBO
no6aBu7l: - Bot, chemibTe elnle fBa Kycka OapaHUHEI, YTOOBI IIPUMTH B HOPMY.

Csa FOu13unb, pa303IUBIINCh, YCMEXHYIICH.

Tons cBou meyasnu B BUHE, OH IIOAYMaJl O elle 00jiee CBUPEIION XKeHIIMHe, 0KUOAIONIEN eTo IoMa, U
IIOYyBCTBOBaJI cebs eiile xyke. OH He CMOT COepKaTh 0TYasSHHOTO B3/0Xa.

- Baure BricoyecTBo, - cka3an Jlao ['ao, yBUneB 3TO, - 4YTO CHEJIAHO, TO CHOEeJIaHO, Bbl JOJIKHEL IPU3HATH
3T0. ¥ Bac ObIJI0 JOCTAaTOYHO BpeMeHHU, YTOOH! BHIIJIECHYTh CBOM YYBCTBA, TEIIEPh BaM CJIeyeT
BEPHYTHCS.

Csa FOMU3uHb 0TKA3aJICs YCTYIaTh.

- { "e moupy! {1 He X04y BUMETH 3Ty XKEHIIMHY. MeHs Tak YHU3UIH, YTO S HUKOTO He MOTY BUJETE.

- Bawe BricouecTtBo... Bac YHUZXKAJIX MHOT'O PAa3, HA 3TOT pa3 BCE He TakK YK CUJIBHO OTJINYA€eTCH.

Csa HOnusu#s, paccepKeHHBI U CMYIIEHHBIN, IIPUILIENT B SPOCTh.

- VauxkaTh ce0st u OBITh YHUKEHHBIM KEM-TO - 3TO [IBe pa3Hble Beuu! Eciiu s HanmmBawCh U TOTOB
71asiTh, Kak cobaka, 3TO ITOTOMY, YTO Y MEHS XOpoIllee HaCTPOEeHHUe, HO €CIIM KTO-TO 3aCTaBIIsIeT MEHS
71asiTh, Kak co0aKy, 9T0 YHU3UTEILHO!

- Korga ToT cnemnoy napeHs CIy4alHO MIPUHSAT BaC 3a XKEHIIKWHY, BBl TaK XkKe AOJIT0 MYYHUIUCh U3-3a
aTtoro? Pa3Be Bbl He BHIIIJIECHYJIM ITIOYTHU BECh CBOM THEB? BBl HE MOXKeTe IPATaThCs BCIO OCTaBIIYIOCS
JKU3HB, - Tepnenuso cka3sas Jlao ['ao. - KpoMe TOro, BeuKuil IOJIKOBOAEL - MOT'YIIECTBEHHAA
JKEeHIIMHA, ¥ Ha TEePBbIi B3TJISM OHA MOXKET BHITJIINETh KaK MyK4MHA, HO IIpH OIHXKauIeM
paccMOTpeHUM OHa He TaK yX Iioxa. OHa Jydllle, 4eM Mosi COOCTBeHHasl KOBapHas XKeHa — Yy Hee
TOJIPKO OMIMH T'JIa3, OHa CMYTJIasi, TOJICTas, CBAp/IuBasi U BlacTHas. Ecnu s XOTs OBl B3TJISIHY Ha
JKEHIIMHY Ha y/Iulle, OHa IIPOTOHUT MeHS Yepe3 [ABe YIIUIBLI CO CBOMM MOJIOTKOM. YK€ MHOTO JIeT
O[Ha U Ta XXe pyTHHA.

Csa IO#3uHb QEHIPKHYIL.

- 4 cTapuk, - cka3an JIao I'ao co B3goxoM. - I HaOpasICs OmbITa 3a Te IMIeCThOECST JIET, YTO IIPOKHUII.



CaMoe BaxXHO€ B Balllel XKeHe - 9TO TO, YTO OHa IIpeiaHa BaM M UCKPEHHE 3a00TUTCS 0 Bac.
OcTanbHOE — BHEIIHOCTS, XdpPaKTep - 3TO epPyHda.

- 3ab6oTtutcst 0600 MHE? - X07momHO crpocun Cs KOusune. - MoXeT, CONHIIE BCTAeT Ha 3amaje?

l'ao Jlao cHoBa momnui BuHa cebe B Gokal.

- Ecnu BB He XKenaeT C Hel XUTh, OTKy[a BaM 3HATh?

Csa FOUI3uHDb IToKayvas rojIoBOH.

- 4 myxuuHa! Ecriu g ToBOpIO, UTO He Oyy 9TOT0 fefiaTh, 3HAUYUT, He Oyay. S He M03BOJII0 KEHIITMHE
MMEeTh Halo MHOM BIIACTh!

- Xopowo cka3aHo! [Ipuni; HaHbIMHA - HACTOAIMY MyXK4KnHa!

3a 9TUMU CJIOBAMM IIOCIIeOBAJIA I'POMKHE aIlJIONUCMeHTHl. ClioMaHHas 6aMOyKoBast 3aHaBeCKa
Pas3mBUHYIAChH, BITyCKAs X0JI0. Bomreaimui MyK4rHa OBIJT BEICOKMM U XyOOIIABEIM, OOETHIM B
IIPOCTOM YEePHBIN HAPSM, B BEPXHIOW OleXay U3 OeTMYbero Mexa, Tsxkelble 00TUHKU U
HEeIpoMOKaeMbIi 1arl. Ero muiio mocuHeno oT xonopa. OH ObLI HEB3padeH, HO U3ny4as obasHue,
KOTOpPOe TIPUBJIEKAJIO JIlofel, 0COOEHHO ero y3Kue Ija3a C MOJyIPUKPLITHIMU BeKaMy, II0X0XK1e Ha
r71a3a JINCHI, UTPAIOIEl CO CBOUM OXOTHUKOM.

- Xy Uun?
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