- Ia KaK ThI CMEEIIb TaK pa3roBapuBarTk...

- Momuu, - UMnepaTop BHOBb Ilepebuil 3100HOTO CTpaxkHUKa. - [1ycTh roBoput. [Ipogornxkai,
TTOMKUIBIII.

YéepT Bo3bMH, Kak ke 6ecut mpo3suille. Hy ma nagHo, pa3bepeémMcs ¢ 3TUM IOCIIe.
- Cioma npoHUKJIa fIeMOH. AKyMa, 3TO UMSI BaM HUYEro He TOBOPHUT?

ViMmepaTop MOmO3PUTENIbHO IIPUITYPHUIICS, HO ITOKa4aJsl T'0JIOBOI.

- He moHuMaio 0 4€M THI.

He nmonumaems, 3sa4ut? Hy nagHo.

U 51 pacckasan emy Bc€, 4To 3Haj. O croBope fAMan3aku u Barana63, 06 ux paboTe BMecCTe C
IIEMOHECCOM, 0 MOHCTpax, MOSIBUBLINXCS Orarofgapst KpucTamiaM puku. 060 Bcel Toi Mpasu U
YepHHU, C KOTOPOU IIPUIIIOCH CTOJIKHYThCA. Mopy, AKyMa, KUO3UMyHa 1 MUD dTarapacy, KOTOPHIA 1
BBLITIJIIOHYJT MEHS B CTOJIMILY.

- He o cBoeMy KenaHuI0 0OKa3aics 3[ech, ['0CIOOUH, - BEIOABUII 5 IIOCTIETHEE CIIOBO, TaK KakK
TOILIHHUJIO TOJIBKO OT OOHOTO BHeIIHero Buma MmmnepaTtopa. Ho yrposa, 4to ¢ [IKUpo U ceMbeN 6ymyT
pa3bupaThCsi, HEe 0CTAJI0Ch MHOM He3aMeueHHOH. - [TopTasn cpaboTan HEMOHSITHEIM MHE 00pa3oM.

- lHTepecHO, UHTEPECHO, - 3aJyMYHMBO IP0o60PMOTa TOT U MOTIafua AIUHHYIO 60POAy. - 3HAYuT,
IeMOHecca XKaxkOeT KPOBY MOUX MOAaHHEIX U 3aHATh Moi TpoH? Ho 3aueM e 3T0?

- A BHI He IOHUMaeTe? - IOKOCUJICSI Ha BOMHOB, YTO CMUPHO cTosiu y UMnepaTopa. - MHe Hazo
HAIlOMHUTH BaM HUCTOPUIO CyMaclieamero KyaxuHa u ero forosopa ¢ JEMOHOM?

- O MEpTBBEIX MIMIIepaTopax roBOPH C MOYTEHUEM! - PHIKHYJ TOT CaMBIM CONIAT, YTO ITOCTOSTHHO
KUIaJICS Ha MEHSI.

- OH 1mpaB, - Ha 9TOT pa3 MMmepaTop corjacHo KUBHYIIL. - JI1000T0 4jieHa lapCKOM OAMHACTUM CTOUT
yBaxKaTh, MaXe eCJIM OH OTIIPABHUJICS B JIYYIIINE MUPHI.

- CoMHEBaIoCh, 4TO IIOCJIE €T0 BEIXOMOK, 60TH NpuHAnu KymnxuHa B CBOW MUD, - YCMEXHYICS f.
- ITenoOK!

BouH BCEé-Taku He COEPKaJICs U TKHYJI B MEHSI KOIMBEM. 4 yCIieNn yBePHYTLCS ¥ CXBATUTHCS 3a IPEBKO.
[TpOTUBHUK XOTEJ BEIPBATH OPYXKHE, HO HUYETO He BHIIIIO. [aXke TUIIEHHBIN Marn4eCKON CUIH M3-3a
OIlIeMHWKa, 5T BCE eIIé 0CTaBaJICS CIIUIIKOM CHUJIEH 110 CPAaBHEHUIO C OOBIYHEIMY BaHAMH.

- XBaTHUT! - pa3mpaxkEHHO ITprUKa3an MMmnepaTop, ¥ BOMH TYT K€ OTCTYIIXJI Ha IIar, OCTaBUB MHE
Konb€. Be3 ocoboro nHTEpeca 0TOPOCHUI €ro B CTOPOHY ¥ IIOCMOTPENT Ha cobeceiHUKA CHU3Y BBEPX,
TaK KaK M3-3a KaH[IaJI0B Ha HOTaX He MOT MOOHAThCA. - Thl cunnéH, Uto Tcykuko. Ho He cTouT
3a0BIBaTh, YTO OMHOMY He CIIPABUTCS. f y2Ke roOBOPHUJI, YTO He HaJo MHE NEeP3UTh.

- 4l v He cobuparcs, - 5 moxan maevamu. - [IpocTo nmpuspak Batana6s M3ao pacckasan MHe O IIJlaHe
cBoeu rocnoxu. O goyepu KymaxkuHa U... ero BHy4YKe, - BHOBb C YCMEILKOM IOCMOTpPEJ Ha COJfarT. -
Brl 1 camu nmoHuMaeTe, 0 4éM 5. He CTOUT MOCBSIATL B TallHy T€X, KTO HEAOCTOUH.

HpI/I 9TUX CJIOBAX Ha JIMIIAaX COJIgAT IMIPOMEJIbKHYJIa TEHb 'HEBA, HO HUKTO HE IIOCMEJI faXKe



MIOIIEeBEIUTHLCA. Y IUIIEL B UX rila3ax yYBHUOEII APOCTH, C KOTOpOfI OHH TOTOBHI OBIIIH CBEPHYTH MHE
IIero.

A BoT VMnepartop, Hao60pOT, HaXMYPHUJICS ¥ He CBOAWII C MEHS IIOJ03PUTENBHO B3rsga. OH MOHSI,
YTO CEKPET UMIEPCKON CEMbU PACKPHIT, 110 KpailiHel Mepe A MeHs. M 4To Temneps C 9TUM OesaTh?

- JlagHO, - HaKOHEl BHIIOXHYII OH. - 1 pa3bepych ¥ Halily TBOIO JEMOHECCY, - yCMEXHYJICS U
HaNpaBUJICA K PaCIaxHyTOH! OBEPH. - A ThHI IOKa TOCUAM 3IECh U IOYYUCh XOPOIINM MaHepaM. B
OynyiieM IPUTORUTCS, - OCTAHOBUJICS y PELIETKY U OPOCU UCTIOAI00bs KOCOM B3TIAA. - Eciiu 0HO
niist TeOst HaCTYIIUT.

3BAKHYB MeTaJUIMUeCKUMHU JlaTaM{, U3 KaMepH! BHIIIKM CONATH U ABUHYIKUCH BCief 3a ['ocrioguHOM.
A CTpaxXHUK, UYTO BCE 3TO BPEMSI TaK ¥ IIPOCTOSIN Ha KOJIeHe ONHSAJICS U IIOCMOTPEINI Ha MeHs, KakK Ha
yMaJIUIIEHHOTO.

- THI 7Ke TOHUMAeIllb, YTO C Te0S 3aKUBO CHUMYT IIKYPY? - MPOIIeNnTas oH, OyaTo 6osics
CcoOCTBEHHOTO T0JI0Ca.

- 3Haellb, CKOJIbKO pa3 S CIIbILIAJ YTO-TO IMOA00HOe? - YCMEeXHYIICS B OTBeT. - [ToKa eri€ xkuB. Eciu 6
He 9TOT OIIEHHUK.

IEPHYT 3a HETo U 3apbidyaj 0T O€CCUHS.
- YTo 9TO 3a XepHI? - MPOIIUIIEN OT 3JI0CTH.
- IuypuymM, - mpobopmMoTan cTpax. - HUKorma He ClibIxall 0 HEM?

- HeT, - BBIIOXHYII 1 ¥ OTKUHYJICS K CTE€HE. - f C OCTPOBa HUKOTHa He YXO[UJ, faXe 3eMJIU UyXKUX
KJIQHOB TIOCelNasl pefko. A cefyac 1omasa Ha MaTepuk, fa emle B ctonuiy. OHO MHe Hafio OblI0?
IIpoCTO XOTEN CIIaCTU CEMBIO.

- T-THI paccka3sas npaBay? - 3auKasiCh II€PECIPOCUIT BaH.
4 mocMoTpes Ha HEro U CIIOKOWHO YIRIOHYIICS.
- Ia. Yke B0 BTOPO¥ pa3 IepeMelanch BO BpeMeHH, HO TeNeph laXke He 3Ha0, Kak BCE 00epHETCS.

- Ox, TH X, - IIPOTAHYJI TOT XU B 3aJYMYNBOCTH OTOIIIEN OT peH.IéTKI/I, Imo4yecas 3aThIIOK. - BEIXOOUT, B
CTOJIMIE KPhIJIaTasd TBapb?

- Vxke OOHOKDPHBIJIAA, - 4 9YTh HO)IGO‘-IGHI/IJ'ICH. - Ho ecnu THI MeHS BEIITYCTHUIIE...

- C yMa comen? - BEIPBAJIOCh ¥ TOTO. - MeHd 3a 9T0 yObIOT. [ TOTKY IepepexkyT. Y ceMbio TOXe,
OnMu3KuX U Opy3el. [laxke CBUHKY MO0 TIOOUMYIO.

M-ma, co CBUHKOM 3[eCh SIBHO Iepedop.
- Jlyumie cugy cMupHO. MoxkeT, IMIlepaTop CMUJIOCTUBUTCS U OTIIPABUT TEOS K OCTAIbHBIM JTFOISIM.

Touno! MHe Benb pacCKa3bIBall, YTO BCEX JIIOMEN HAIPABISIOT Clofla. 3HAYUT, C HUMU MOXKHO
OOTOBOPUTHCS. BOT TONMBKO KaK C HUMM CBSI3aThCH.

- Cny1iai, - BHOBB II03BaJjl CTPaXKHUKA. - A THl MOT OHI...



- [Jaxke He mpoCH, - 3aMOTaJI TOJI0BOM TOT. - Hu 0 4éM He mpocu. Mory TOIbKO BOY OaTh U TO B
onpenenéHHoe BpeMs. Ho 6osbilie HUYETO.

- flcHo, - IIOKHYIJI I3bIKOM K OTBEPHYIJICA.

CnepmoBajo mpuayMaTh, KaK OTCIO[]a BHIOPATHCS, HAWUTH CBOM MEY U OHOEXKMY. A TIOTOM... UCKATh
IeMOHECCY, TI0OKa OHa He HaBOPOTHIIA Hel.

)k

[Tpom1io HECKOJIBKO YacOB MOET0 3aTOYeHHUs. 3a 3TO BpeMs IIapy pa3 gaIu IONUTh U OPOCHUIIN
YEPCTBYIO JIENENIKY, CJIOBHO Gpopsre.

A yero xoten, Tcykuko? Tsl HapyIIUI OOTOBOP, 3aKmoueHHbIN MMnepaTop u [xupo. CTapuk pagu
Te0s1 MOIIEN Ha KpaliHue MepHl, ¥ Bcé O6rmaropmaps 6abymke fcy. A ToI? X, JIVHHEIN Malb4yuK, ¥ KTO
TeOs 3acTaBnsan? KcraTy, a Kak 30ByT Brnactutens Mmmnepun? Tak u He y3Han. Ho gymalo, 4To ené
OymeT BpeMs.

MEIcu KpyKUIK B JUKOM XOPOBOZE, JIAIIAsACh BCAKOTO CMBICNIa. MHe HUYEro Apyroro He
0CTaBaJioCh, KaK OTAATHCS Ha UX BOJIIO ¥ CUAETH CJI0XKa PYKH, Y XOIO[HOU CTeHHl. Kak BEIOpaThCs,
KOT'Zla Ha TBOEH Illee OLIEVHUK U3 JUyPUyMa, JIUIIAOMIUY BCAKOM Maruu. X0pOoIlo XOTh BHYTPeHHNUE
IIPOLIECCHL He OCTAHOBUIIMCH, & BCETO JIUIIL 3aMeJINIACh. Briaromapst 3ToMy s He OCJIell, KOraa IaMs
OIIaJIMJIO IJIa3a.

- 91, 4enoBeK?! - 3a PeIIETKOM IT0Ka3aJICsd TOT CaMblil BOMH, YTO IIOCTOSHHO IIOPHIBAJICS IIOY4YUTh
MeHS yMy-pa3yMy. - 2Kus eme?

CYJIFI I10 TbM€, 9TO OKyTaJla KaM€EDPY, 3da CTEHAMHU YK€ BOIlaPUJIaCh HOYb, U JIUIITb TYCKJ'IBII;I J'IYHHBII;I
CBET HpO6I/IBaJ'IC5I CKBO3b MaJIEHBEKO€E OKHO.

- 'ma3a oTKpoO¥ U caM BCE YBUAHUII, - 063 0C000T0 9HTYy3Ma3Ma OTBETUII s, IOCMOTPEB B €T0 CTOPOHY.
- Bcé Takou ke mep3Kui, - YCMEXHYJIICS TOT U OTTOJIKHYII CTPaXKHUKa.

- FocnoguH, - HeyBepeHHO pob6opMoTa OH. - MeHs XKe 3a 9TO HaKaXyT.

- TBou TPOOIEMEL, - OCKAJIUJICS BOUH.

[Tocrne gyero 6pocusl B KaMepy HeGOIbIION MeIoYeK.

Ynas, ox PACKDPEHIJIICA, 1 HaPYZKYy C MEP3KUM IIUIIEHNEM ITI0BAJIAJI FYCTOfI obIM. M cTommo ero Y4yAiTh,
KaK Ijla3a 3allliiIaio, a HOC 3aJ0XKUIO0. f 3aKalllNIANCSd U IOMBITAaNICId OTKIOHUTLCS B CTOPOHY, HO
KaHOalkl He IT03BOJISNIMA CIIOKOKHO IIepeaBUuraTbCd.

- 3a YTO BHI €T0? - MPOJO0JIKaJl 60PMOTaTh CTPAXKHUK, IIPUKABIINCH K CTEHE.

- U3pmeBaemibcsi?! - psIBKHYT Ha Hero conpart. - OH rpy6un camomy MMmnepaTtopy! 3a 9T0 NUInaoTCs
TOJIOBHI B Ty XK€ CEKYHAY! A 3TO HUUTOXKECTBO 10 CUX 1OP KuBO! [lyMaelrs, s JOMyIy, YTOOk OH
CIIOKOMHO peOkIBajl B KaMepe, IoKa ['OCIIONNH He PEIIUT, YTO C HUM AefaThb?!

CTpa}KHI/IK IIpuCeIl oA TaKUM 'HEeBHBIM HAaTHCKOM U B2XKaJICA B YI'OJI.



Fopno HEMMOBEPHO XKT'JIO, Iepen I'ma3aMu CTOAII Cepblﬂ TyMaH, a OBIIIATE CTAJIO ITPAKTUYECKHU
HEBO3MO2XKHO.

- 3armoMHwM, BaH! - peIYas BOUH. - TH [JIsT MEHS TaKOe XKe HUYTOXKECTBO, KaK U OH, HO C OHOM JIHIIb
pasuuiien! OH YenoBex, a THL...

IlOTOBOPUTE HE yCIIEe.

B Kopumope MocbIancs IpoxoT, a CJIeIoM 3a 3TUM KPUKH U TpecK. Ka3amock, YTO KTO-TO JePETCS,
HO 51 HEe MOT 3TOT'0 BUAETh. BO-TIepBhIX, yron 0030pa MaoBaT, BO-BTOPHIX, €KUM KM U3 MEIIoYKa
XKEr rnasa.

U Bcé ke KOe-Kak yIasioch MOTHSATHCS U IOCMOTPETH Ha TO, UTO MPOUCXOIUIIO 3a KAMEpo. A TaM u
npaBfa ObI7I0 Becero.

BowH, 4TO Tak JI0TO MeHsI HeHaBHUAes, 00HAXKWI Med U yXKe X0Tell OpoCUThCsS B 00, KOTHa B HETO
Bpe3asioCh TYYHOE TeJI0 APYToro COfiaTa, IIPOoJieTeB Napy A3€ ToYHO. OHU IPOXHYNIUCE O CTEHY U
3aTUX/IH. B Ty XKe CeKyHAOy y peIIETKU MMOSBUIUCh HEU3BECTHRIE, 00JTaU€HHbIE B TIOJIPATHIE CePhIe
KOCTIOMBI, TIOBEPHYBIINCE KO MHe CIMHOM. OOUH 13 HUX 3aHEC OIMHHBEIA Med Haj I0JI0BOU
CTpaxKHUKa, a TOT faxKe He MOMbITaJICSA 3aluilaThCsA. BUguMo, cerogHs y Hero OblI He CaMBIi
Jy4IIU# IeHb, U er0 HEPBH IIPOCTO CAasu. I109TOMY BaH JUIIL IPUKPHII TUI0 PYKaMU U elre
CUJIbHEe BXKaJICS B IIOJI.

- Het! - BEIKpUKHY 51, KOTOAa He3HAKOMEI] XOTeJI 3apyOuTh €ro.

ToT BHe3anHO 3aMep U Me[JIeHHO 00epHYJICS KO MHe. Y B Ty CEKyHAy 110 MOoell CiiHe IpobexkKanu
Mypaiky. Benb mepeno MHOM cTosia cepast 00e3bsiHa C KPaCHOM MOPHOM U JIMHHBEIM HOCOM.

- He TpoH® ero, - mpoxXpuIesn s, ykasaB pyKo# Ha cTpaxa.

MapTHiliKa, KakK HU CTPaHHO, TIOHSJIa MeHs ¥ BMECTO TOTO, YTOOH 3apyOuTh BaHa, Orpejia ero
PYKOSITBIO, OTYETO CTPaXK MIPOCTO TIOTEPSI/I CO3HAHKE U OKOHYATEbHO PACIIACTaICs Ha MOy .

A g B KOTOPGHIH pa3 3a [eHb, ONPOKUHYJICS U 3aKaTHUJI I'1a3a. M3-3a KpUKOB ABIM IIPOHUK B JIETKHE,
3aI0JIHUB UX. ITO OBUIO KYTKOe ollylleHWe. MHe Ka3al0Ch, 4TO eIl€ HEMHOTO0, U TPYAb Pa30PBET
U3HYTpU. XOTEJIOCh KpU4aTh, HO S He MOT B3I0XHYTh. Bujicsa Ha KaMHSIX B UCCTYIJIEHUH, TI0Ka
CIIaCUTEJILHEIM MpakK He MOTJIOTUII MeHsI OKOHYAaTeJIbHO.

)%k

Boru, ma ckoybKo MOXXHO? Bynb 51 B KaKOM-HUOYOh pOMaHe, TO YATATENIX BO3HEeHaBUeNd Ol aBTOPa,
3a TO, YTO OH TaK YaCTO «OTKJII0YaeT» IJIaBHOTO repos. XoTs 51 Ok 3TOMy 00pagoBajics, Begb TOTHa
BCE MOJIZKHO 3aKOHYUTHCS HOPMAJIbHO, TJIaBHEIM Tepoy BCerya XXUB 1 3M0POB, HECMOTPS Ha BCe
HeB3roawl. Tak Bedb, ga?

[onoBa pa3phiBajiach Ha MeJiKKe Kycouku. CJIOBHO B He€ 3a6pOCuIi HOBOTOOHUE TeTapsl U
OJOXKI N (GUTHUIE. He HacTOIbKO MOIITHO, YTOOH YOUTh, HO MOCTAaTOYHO 3araja, YTOOL TOMydarcs.

- 4l BUXKY, THI IPUILET B ce0s1, - MUJIBINA U JOBOJILHO 3HAKOMBIM KEHCKHH I'0JI0C IIPope3asl TUIIKHY,
CJIOBHO COJTHEYHBIN JTyd KOCMUYecKyio be3nny.

¢ népHyncs Ha MeCTe U C yOuBJIeHUEeM Oj1s ce6s1 00HapyKUJI, YTO PYKH ¥ HOTH abCOIIOTHO CBOOOOHHEI.



A caMm s yXe He J1exKy Ha KaMHsAX. Hao60poT, oo MHO#M OBITIO 4TO-TO MATKOe. OIHAKO, KaK U B
IIPOLIIBIN Pa3, HUYero He MOT Pa3rysaeTh. PacmaxHy riasa, HO HUYero He YBUOET, JIHUIIb Oesibie
pacIIEIBYATHE MSITHA.

- Ycnoxkoticst, TCyKuKO, - BHOBb IIPOU3HECTIA XKEHIWHA. - 3peHue BepHETcs. OT «[JUKOro JAbiMa» Tak
IIPOCTO He OTHEeNaThCs, TeM 6ojiee Mary ¢ OmeRHUKOM.

TouHO, MEeHS XKe JTULIININ MarudecKux Cuil.
Pyku HeBOJILHO OTSIHYJ/IUCE K IIee ¥ HaIlyllaJu XOJIOOHBIM MeTasll.
- MbI roTOBH TE€0ST 0CBOOOANUTH, HO B3aMeH MOIIPOCUM 00 OMHOU yCIIyTe.

- MBI? - He[[OBepUMBO IIEPECIIPOCUII 51, BEPTS I'0JI0OBOM U3 CTOPOHEL B CTOPOHY. Ho HUYero, kpome
OreHBIX IATEH, pa3obpaTh HE MOT.

- Oa, TcykuKo, - MSITKO OTBETHJIa co0eceiHUIIa. - YCIIOKONMCs, nHaue OymeT xyxKe. Thl elllé He OTOIIEN
OT OTPaBJIEHUS.

- OnsATh OTpaBieHue? - yCMeXHYJICS U IT0Ka4asl rojIoBoU. - CKOJIBKO MOXKHO?
- A CKOJIBKO HYKHO 1714 6ora? - BOIIPOC IIPO3By4all He C YCMEIIKOM, a BIIOJIHE CEPbE3HO.

3peHue MOCTEIeHHO BO3Bpallanoch. CTOMIO HEMHOTO IIOMOPTaTh U IPOTEPETH I'la3a, KaK s CMOT
OCMOTPEThCS.

ITomo MHO# 0Ka3ascs TPSA3HEIN, HO MATKUU MaTpac. CTEHEl U3 TJIMHEL, OYITO MBI IIPOHUKIIM B UBIO-TY
OTpPOMHYI0 HOpPY. HampoTue HeGObIIIOH CTOM U CTYJI, Ha KOTOpoM Boccemarna OHa. Ta, KOTo s
COBEpIIIEHHO He 0XKU/Iall YBUIETh. PriKast KpaCOTKa, KOTOPYI0 HAC CBS3LIBANIO HEUTO OOJIbIIee, 4eM
IIPOCTO OBITeHue.

A He Mor IIOBEPUTH I'ia3aM, IIO3TOMY IIPUINYPUTICA U YI[I/IBJ'[éHHO CIIPDOCHIT:

- 9T1TH?
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