['maBa 22 - BeiBImMi# MyXK U OygyImi Myx
C ppyro# cTopoHbl, KalieH OBl omIeioMeH CKOPOHBIM BRIpakeHueM nuila EpyHa.

Ecnu OBl OH PEInI CTaTh aKTepoM, OH OblsT OB 0OUeHb ImomysapeH. Torga TBoe uMs ObITI0 OBl H3BECTHO
He TOJIbKO B UMIIEPUH, HO ¥ Ha BCeM KOHTHUHEHTE, II03TOMY 5 He ITOHMMAI0, T0YeMY THI HETISeIIbCs
3a OOJIXKHOCTh UMIepaTopa”.

'HeT, maxke ecnu OBl 1 3TO ITOHKUMAJI, ST He HAMEPEH COXPaHSATh Tebe KU3Hb'.

Kpacurie ry0On KalieHa ouepTuia TeMHas JTMHUS, KOTTIa OH IIPOBEJT PYKO# 110 CBOMM 00CHINaHOBO-
yepHBIM BoJjiocaM. Ero ¢urypa, ogetas B MOPCKOM KOCTIOM, aKKypPaTHO 3aCTETHYTHIYA Ha 3aMOK, U
cepebpsHOe yKpallleHHe C CHHUM candupoM Ha Ilee, HallOMUHAaJIa TOJI0BOKPYKUTEIbHYI0 HOUb. Ero
IJIMHHBIE TTaJIbIIE, OOTSHYThIe YePHLIMU IIepYaTKaMu, ObUTH BeCbMa CO0Ia3HUTEIbHE, a KOTa
JIUIIEHHbIM 9MOLUUY MYKYKWHA YTbI0AJICS, OH BBITJISIEI OCIEMUTEeIbHO KPACUBHIM.

[Toka Bce OBUIM OLIIEIOMJIEHHI IIJIEHUTEIBHOM BHEITHOCTHI0 KalieHa, OH 3aTOBOPUII C XOJIOOHOM, HO
3aBOpaXKUBAIOIIEN YIIEIOKOM.

"TIpOUCXOOUT UTO-TO IJI0X0€, MapKu3 JleGoccu?"
"Yro-T0... Ioxoe?"

Yronok pra EpyHa mepHyJsica B oTBET Ha "o0ecrnokoeHHEIN" Bomipoc KalieHa. Bckope ria3a KaiieHa
CY3UJIUCh OT SPOCTHOT'0 UCKAXKEHHOT0 BhIpaXKeHus nuna EpyHa.

'OTBpaTUTENbHBIN YOIIONOK, KOTOPHIM 0€CCTHIAHO XKejlaeT 4yXKyio HeBecTy!'

EpyH cxkan Kynaky ¥ o0Haxuj 3yOsl. Ero nuio crano BhpaXaTh T'HEB ¥ 4yBCTBO IIpeJaTeNlbCTBa, U
Katien mocmoTpesn Ha gpoxaliye KyJlaku MapKu3a.

'KoHEeYHO, BE PaCCTPOUIIUCDH OBl. ITO CITyUYMJIOCH IPSIMO Tepeq Ballleir cBagp00it".

YBunes nomsToe nuio EpyHa, KalieH spko ynbiOHyscs. [Ipy BuOe ero KpaCHBO CKIIafbIBAIOIINXCS
rna3 EpyH Ha MrHOBeHHe ocToniOeHenn. He oH ofuH OBIT OIIeIOMJIEH HEOXKUAaHHOM yiaeiOKoM KalieHa.

"TloTpscatore”.

"Boxe moun".

"T®I 3HAJI, YTO OH MOXKET TaK yNIbI6aThCsA?"
"f1 BIIEpBEIE BUXKY, KaK OH ynbibaeTcs... ."

IaMbl, TpPSATABIIMECS 3a CKYJIBIITYPOM, TyCKaNlKM CIIIOHY, TIAs Ha KalieHa, yinei0aromerocs: ipko, Kak
1BeTOK. [TocKonmbKy EpyH BCe elrle CMOTpes Ha HETO C U3YMJIEHHBIM BhIpaKEHUEM JIMIla, TepPLOT
CIIOKOMHO CIIPOCHUII.

"4 cnpaluBaro IPOCTO Tak, CIy4auHO, HO 3TO U3-3a TOr0, 4TO Mexknay MHOU u Ee BenuuectBom?".

"Koneuyno!!!"



EpyH nputien B ce6s OT HEMIPUHYXKAEHHOTO Bollpoca KalieHa 1 IpOCTHO 3aKpHyal.
YnoBneTBOpeHHbIN peakuueit EpyHa, yronku pra KalieHa UCKPUBUIIHUCE.

"Oro."

"9T0 O0JIee KPOBaBO, YeM fpaKa MexXay KeHIuHaMu".

IaMBl COCPENOTOYMIIMCh Ha MyKUMHaX, TAalKOM XKy IIedyeHbe, KOTOPOe OHU IIPHHECIN B KapMaHax.
'HeBakHO, KaKasi CTOPOHa 1o0eduT, 3To OyaeT ronoBHas 60Jb'.

B oTnuune oT B3BOJIHOBAHHEIX faM, TeploruHs [Ipayn yke YyBCTBOBasa royioBHy0 601b. [1o unee,
HY2KHO YMETb JKaJIeTh O TOM, UTO yBejla YyXKyio HeBecTy, HO KalieH ynribancs Tak, CIIOBHO He
IIOHMMaAJI, B YeM [IeJio, Tak 4To gacay IpyH BOT-BOT AOJIKEH OBLI B30PBAThCS.

'Het. He Oymem mogmaBaThCsl Ha €T0 YToBOPH'. EpyH efiBa coepzKuBajl SpPOCTh, MBUIAIOIIYIO OT HOT [0
KOHYMKA I'OJIOBHI.

'Briio 661 6071ee mpaBaonogo6HO, eciiu OBl B €T0 Tejo Bcenuiics absaBon'. OHM ObUIM 3HAaKOMH Oojee
IBafLIaTH JIET, HO CIIOKOMHOe oTHoIneHue KaiieHa ObIIO 0YeHb HEMPUBLIYHO st EpyHa. ['my6oko
B300XHYB, EpyH OBICTPO OYMCTHUII CBOM pa3yM. YBUIEB, UTO OH paccnabuics, Kalien cuenan
BBIpAXKEHUE JIUIIA, CIIpalliBaloIlee, 3HAET JIX OH, YTO cefyac HaYHETCS BCe CHadaa.

"T®l He yCTaJI OT 3TOT0 aKkTepcTBa? Thl MPOKJIATHIM yOIIOOOK" .

HecMoTps Ha yHBITOE BeIpaxkeHue nulla KaieHa, EpyH Hauan BecTu ce6st KakK 4eT0OBEK, KOTOPOT0
IIpena ero mpyr.

"Tlouemy... [Touemy THI TaK IOCTYyIIaellb CO MHOU? Pa3Be s coenan 4To-T0 moxoe? Ecnu fa,
oXKaJIyucTa, CKaxu MHe".

B 3eneHbIX rma3ax EPYHa Hayalu MOSABIATHCS Cie3bl. KOHYUK ero Hoca ITOKPACHEJI, a I'0JIOC CJIETKa
APO2Karl. Ilambl cxKanmu KyJlaKH, CJIOBHO OIle4YaJIEHHBIE CJIe3aMM, KOTOPEIE BCKOPE IIOTEKIIN II0 €T0
ImeKaM.

'Heyxkenu s 0ONIKHA TPATHUThH eIlle BpeMs Ha 3TOr0 IMpuaypKa?'

B otnmuuue ot mam, KaiieH coBceM He ObLI BIIeYaTIeH, @ HA000POT, ObT 0YeHb pa3paxkeH u
PACCTPOEH 3TOM ClieHoM. EMy Hy>KHO OBIJIO CPOYHO exaTh B ['7T0puI0, a OH BHIHYKIeH OblT HabmogaTh
3a UT'POM 3TOTO AEIIeBOr0 aKTepa, KOTopas gaxe He Obljla JOCTAaTOYHO 3a0aBHOM, YTOORI
3aMHTEepecoBaTh ero. Ha rimasax y miauyinei MapKu3shsl repior JlromeH6epr 3eBHYIL.

"flaaHHr~ ax... [IpocTuTe, S He MOT 3aCHYTh, IOTOMY 4YTO BUepa BeYepOM MHE IIPHUILIIOChH
BCTpeTuThCs ¢ Ee BenuuectBom".
“qt0 THI...?"

Crnesmsl SpyHa OCTAaHOBHUIIUCE, IIOYTH 3aM€EPJIA, XU OH YCTABHUJIICSA Ha KaiieHna, 3eBaroimiero, Kak YepHasd
IMIaHTEPA, YCTaBIIad II0CJI€ ITIOJIYHOYHOT' O ITKPAa.

'‘Bctpetuts Ee BenuuecTBo HOYBI0? TH BCTPETUIL €€ HOUbI0 ¥ HEe CMOT 3aCHYTh...? [IpoKIsAThE.
Baponecca Beps! Trl 6ecnione3nas crapas Kapra!



OpyH CTUCHYN 3yOHl ¥ CHOBA CXKaJl KyJlaKu. 3aueM ObIJI0 ToMellaTh bepHy, KoTopas AyMasia TOJIbKO O
'nopuu, B 9TOT ABopen?! [Tom mpeamoroM TOTo, YTO OHA €T0 XKEeHHUX, OH XOTeJI, YTOOH OHa
[OKJIafblBajia eMy O KaXIoM IIyCTSIKe, He YIIyCKas HU OJHOU [eTallu.

Kax 3Ta Tynas 6aba Moryia He IPOPOHUTH HU CJIOBA, JaXKe €CJIM y UMIIepaTopa ¥ 9TOr0 3acpaHIia
610 cBUfaHMe o3nHO BeuepoM?! Ecnu Ol 9T0 6110 Tak, bepHe paccka3ana Ov eMy, CBOEMY
JKEHHUXY, B IIUCbME HIIH elle Toe-HuOyab. CKaHOalbl BO IBOPIIE OB OOEIYHBIM IEJIOM C OPEBHUX
BPEMEH, HO OHa Obl/Ia HEe U3 TeX XKEHIIWH, KOTOpPHEe OYAyT TepreTs, Koraa [Iopus, oYb IOKOUHOTO
MMIIepaTopa, KOTOPOMY OHA BEPHO CITyKHMJIa, COBEPIIAET aMOPaJIbHEIE TTOCTYIIKH.

OH cypoBO CMOPIINJI JIUIIO, @ 3aTeM CXKaJ I'yOwl, U I'ta3a KalieHa Cy3uInch, He yIycKas HU OTHOTO
BEIPAZKEHUS.

Xots KaiieHy X0Tenoch CXxBaTHTh EpyHa ¥ IIBHIPHYTE €r0 00 CTEHY, OH CKa3all C YILI0KOM.

"Hapetoch, BH He nepebopiunTe, MapKu3. MBU - 4el0BEK, KOTOPHIM YMeeT JII0OUTH U IIOMOJIBJIEH, HO
ee BBIOOD Cynpyra MOXKeT OOCTaTOYHO U3MEHUTHCS."

"UBu?!"
"O ma. 910 He UBn, a Ee BenuuecTBo".
IIE_!II

Korpa mpo3suiie ['mopuu ecTecCTBEHHEIM 00pa3oM BhIIeTes0 u30 pra KaiieHa, muro EpyHa
TIOKPACHEeJIO OT THEeBa.

[tl/n: 4 TakXke He 3HaIO, IOYEMY ee IPO3BUIIle - BK, ecniu ee 30BYT ['710pus, HO... Oal
"Tet 6eCCTRIKUIM YOTIONOK, MaXKe eciu s yObio Te0..."

KpoBageiii 3ByK "ckpun" nmpocouusca Mexay ryo Epyna. Ero numo 65110 TOMSITO, a OpoKaliye
KyJIaK#, Ka3ayioch, B 060 MOMEHT MOTJIU TojeTeTh K nuuy Katiena. Ho Katien Toxke Gbin
HEIIOABUAXKEH.

'Tet Beperb cebst Tak, OyaTo ['mopusi mpuHaAIeRKuT Tebe'.

MoHCTp, KOTOPHIM 00MaHBIBaJl OKPYKAIIIKX C OPYXKEeTO0HRM IUIoM U 0e3:KamocTHO youn ['mopuio.
I'ma3a KatieHa ObLIM [TOJTHEL HEHABUCTY ¥ Pa304apoBaHUS II0 OTHOLIEHUIO K JpyHY. [loueMy-To ciHa
MapKr3a Hayaja IOKPHIBAThCS XOJIOLHBIM IIOTOM.

'TToueMy THI TAK CMOTPHUILB Ha MEHA?'

[Top youtictBenHbIM B3TNISnoM KatieHa ceparnie EpyHa Hauaso GelieHO OUTHCS.

'Tet 3amMeTun "ToT AeHb"?' EpyH IPUKYCUi ry0y U IPUKPHUI T'Jla3a PYKOH, CIIOBHO IIBITAsCh, YTOOH
KaiieH He yBUEN €r0 HACKBO3b.

EpyH nokayarsn roioBoy, BCIOMHKHAasA, KaK IOKOWHBEIA UMIIEePaTOP IPUBETCTBOBAJI €T0 HEXKHOU
yNbIOKOM U citabbli apomMaT OepraMoTa JOHOCUIICS u3hasneka. 'HukTo He 3HaeT. Bce ynmuku ObUH
yOpaHbl". OPyH C3Kajl CBOM [pozKallie PYKU U HaXMYPHUIICS.

On JaxXe KYIIUJI CaMBIX KOMIIETEHTHBIX Bpaqeﬂ HMMIIEPUHU U 3aCTaBUJI UX IIPEACTABUTE JUATrHO3, B



KOTOPOM T'OBOPHJIOCH, YTO OH YMep M3-3a Ype3MepPHOU paboTh U eXXeqHEeBHOT0 MbHCTBA. U maxke
ecny OBl OH KYIIWJ MX, Bpay He MOT 3HATh, YTO ITOKOMHLIM UMIIEPATOP YMeP OT OTPABICHMUS.

[Ton mpenoroM ymopsimo4eHus CBOETO UMYIIIECTBA MTOCTIe CMEPTH ITOKOMHOTO UMIIepaTopa JPyH
OBICTPO U30ABUIICS OT BCEX apOMATUYECKUX cBeuyel. [Tociie 9TOro OH HaHSI YOUMLl, YTOOL YCTPAHUTD
BCEX JIeKapewu.

'A moToM s maxe youn u aTux younn!'

OH TIIaTeIbHO YOUII U CKET UX BCeX, YTOOb He OCTaBUTh HUKAKUX yiIuK. HecMOTps Ha 3T0, HOTH
EpyHa oHeMenu OT IPOH3UTENBHOTO B3rsifa KalieHa, 1 OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €T'0 PYKHU
YBIIQXKHUIUCH OT HAIPSIXKEHUS.

I'ma3a Kaliena 3aMeTUIy HeTepIeIMBOE U HAIPSIXKEHHOe BhIpaxKeHue nulla EpyHa. YBuneB Takou BUL
MapK#3a, OH 3aTOBOPUJI CIIOKOMHEIM TOHOM.

" He 3HAl0, IOYeMy BHI TaK HACTOPOXKeHH. Ee BennuecTBo BCTpedyaeTCs CO MHOTMMU JIIOOBMU, Pa3Be
3TO He Xopomio?"

"MHorux...? Tel HaMeKaelb, 4To Ee BenuuecTBo Temeps coOMpaeTcst 3aBeCTH HATOKHUIY?"

"Trl myMaelb, 4YTO TOJIbKO TH psifoM ¢ Ee BenuuectBoM? Ee BenuuectBo MMnepaTop MOXKeT
IPUHATH MHOTO OPYTUX HAJIOXKHULL, IOMUMO UMIIepaTPULIL."

"Cap Jlrogenbepr!"
"Brl BEICOKOMEPHEI, Mapku3 Jleboccu".

Xonogusii rosioc Kaiena npousuin ceppie EpyHa. Ero 3eneHsie ria3a BepBhie B XKU3HU
6ecroMOIIHO 3aTperneTany nepen JIegsHbIM B3rsaaoM Katiena. I'epuor HanpaBuics K Epyny, u ToT
fecco3HaTeNbHO OTCTYNIXII Ha3af, Hafesach, uTo KalieH 0CTaHOBUTCS.

Ho oH He octaHoBuiIcs. "He nomxoou ko MHe!"

HpI/IﬁJ'II/I}KaHCB K HEMY, CJIOBHO YE€pHOE€ IIJIaMd, TOTOBOE IIOTJIOTUThE BCE Ha CBOEM IIyTH, Sp}/'H
3aKpH4dall, He IIOHKUMas, 4YTO IIPOUCXOOHUT.

YcnbimaB ero kpuk, KalieH pa3oMKHY TOHKHE TYObI ¥ ITO3BaJl.
IISpyH“.

Tyn! B To ke BpeMd ey IpyHa OepHYJIUCH, Koraa KalleH Bpe3asicsl B [epeBo 1103aAu HeTo.
CBeTi0-3eJieHble TUCThS YIIalIu Ha IKUPOKUe 1iedn KaiieHa, HO 3TO HUKOTO He BOJTHOBAJIO.

[ep1ior 3aclOHUI CBOel pyKoU 60K OpyHa U MOOHSAN pyKy. Korma yepHble KoXKaHble IepyaTKH
CXBaTHU/IM U TIOJHSIYN ero Oesblil TogO0opogoK, MapKK3 ITOKPacHel OT CThHIAA.

'Tlomancs, KaK KpbICca, 3TOT MPOKJIATHIM ¢y-!' EPyH MpoCTO CXOOui ¢ yMa: ¢ HUM o0palljairuch Kak ¢
HU3KUM paboM, a KaKOW-TO MeJIKUY BOPHINKA IHITAJNICS YKPacTh ero HeBecTy! KalieH mpubau3us cBou
ryOBI K TOKpacHeBIIuM yiraM EpyHa. ITo4yBCTBOBaB X0JIOJHOE AbIXaHME HA MOYKE yXa, MapKu3
CUJIBHO IIPUKYCUII T'Y0y.

[Tpu sTOM mambl u repioruHs [Ipayn, Bce ele MPsSTABIIAECS 3a CKYIbITYPOH, pedIeKTOPHO 3aTauilu
neIxaHue. B ronoBe y Bcex Oblyla TOJTBKO OfHA MBICITb.



"Temepsb 9TOT YenoBeK... YTO BHI IIBITAETECH COENATh?!

Ha ero magonsax BBRICTYIIXJI IIOT, 4 BCE €TI0 9YyBCTBa COCPENOTOYUIIUCE TOJIBKO Ha yIIaX. Brino
JOBOJIPHO CTPAHHO OCO3HABATH ce0s1 I KpOI.HG‘-IHOfI YaCThIO CBOET0 TeJla, HO SpI/IH HEe MOr
130aBUTLCS OT 9TOTO OIyIIeHus.

Kaiten mpotenTtan IpyHy JT€OSHBIM TOHOM.

"BymeT nydlile, eClii C 9TOT0 MOMEHTa Thl 0TOPOCHIIL MBICTL 0 TOM, 4yTo Ee BenmuyecTso
IIpUHAIeXRuT Tebe. OTO ecNy TH He X0Yelllb YMePEeTh OT MOel pyKu'.

"Xa! Cmozxems 1 TH KOorga-HuOynb 3anony4duts Ee Bemuuectso cebe? [lymaels, Ipyrue My KIUHEL
OeUCTBUTENbHO 0THyCTAT Ee BenuvecTtso?!"

EpyH orTtonkHyn KaiieHa 1 pe3K0 KPUKHYI. BMecTo Toro, 4To6b OTTONKHYTE €70, OH YCTaBUJICS Ha
MapKu3a C BeIpaXkeHHeM Jiklla, KOTOPOe MOKAa3kIBalo, YTO OH He YYBCTBYET HUKAKOTO BO3OEUCTBUS CO
CTOPOHEI JpYHa.

'IIpyrHe... MyK4YUHB TPUOMMKAIOTCS K Hel'. [Tpu aTo# Meiciu KalieH yXMBITTBHYIICS U QBIPKHYII, HO
BMECTO TOT'0, YTOOBI OTpearupoBaTh, EPyH yBUOE, YTO €ro JUI[0 CMOTPUT Ha HET'O0 C HAaCMEIIKOM, Kak
OynTo cama upnes 6bla abCypOHOIA.

‘dl mymaro, 4TO CX0XKY C yMa, TaK II04eMy Thl CIIOKOeH?'

Epyn cMmoTtpen Ha KalieHa, He CKphIBasi CBOETO THEBA B 3e/IeHBIX rl1a3ax. OgHa MBICIIb O IPUCYTCTBUU
OPYTrOro MyK4YHUHEBI PSIOM C ['JIoprey puBOAuUiia ero B ApOCTh, CJIOBHO B €r0 BjlafleHUs BTOPTJIUCSH,
TakK 1mo4yemy... "BbI IBoe mepKaauch 3a pyKH, 4YTOOH GPOCUTL MEHS?

I'ma3a EpyHa 3a0CTpuUIuCh Ha TUIIOTE3€, KOTOpas IIPOMeJIbKHYIa Kak MI'HOBEHHHIH cBeT. [logyMas,
OBLJIO CTPAHHO, YTO IBa YeJI0BEeKa, KOTOPhIE He ObUIM B XOPOIIKUX OTHOIIEHUSX, BOPYT pPa3pa3uiiuch
CJIyXOM, YTO Y HUX POMaH.

KaiieHn TonbKO ynbIOHYJICS, THSAAA Ha TO, KakK EpyH nomaet ronoBy. OH SICHO BUAEJ, YTO JyMaeT 3TOT
XUTPHIHM U YKaCHBIHM MO3T. Bapyr repuor JlronenOepr HaKIOHUIICS K Mapku3y Jleboccu.

Korpga on OITYCTHII T'OJIOBY, EPYH 3aJ0XHYIJICA. Korga oH mofoImesn foCTaTOYHO OJIM3K0, YTOORI
IIOYYBCTBOBATL €0 AbIXaHWE, MapPKN3 Ha4aJl PYraThCd, a Kaiten TIPUIIOAHAI OOWH YTIOJIOK PTa U
IIPOXU3HEC HU3KHUM I'OJIOCOM.

"KT0 HacToNbKO 6e3yMeH, 4TOOH UMeTh repuora JlromeHbepra B KauecTBe CBoero Bpara? Kpome Toro,
naxe ecnu y Ee BenvuecTBa eCTh Ipyrue MyXX4YMHEL Ha €e CTOPOHE, 1 MOT'y IIPOCTO YCTPAHUTD UX."
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