«XM. U 910 He cpaboTano. BripoueM, 3TO IUIIL BOIPOC BpeMeHn», — nomyMai [Ixoddpu,
MIOAHUMASCh C KPOBATH, IIOCJIe Yero HallpaBUJICA K OKHY.

«39T0 He cpaboTaso B MPOIIIKIE pa3, HO, BO3MOXKHO, fefio B KpacHoM 3aMKe», — Pa3MbILIUISIT OH,
BBEITIPBITHBAS U3 OKHA.

Bo fiBOp OH ymas u37I0MaHHOM ¥ OKPOBaBJIEHHOM KYKJI0d. JItoOu BOKPYT BCKPUKHYIIM B CTpaxe, a caM
PoGepr 6b11 611eIHEe IPOCTHIHY, Clle3asi Co CBoel nomany u nogderas K [Ixxobdpu.

— Boru! Ixopdpu! CriHOK! — Kpuyan PobepT, napy MTHOBEHUY B TaHUKE TOMYacCh Ha MeCTe, I0CTie
Yero CXBaTWJI OIMKAUIIETo 30J10TOTO IJIallja ¥ TOJIKHYJI ero B CTOPOHY OCHOBHOM KpenocTu, — Thl!
Celiyac Xe IIPUBEIHN BEPXOBHOTO MercTepa!

«PobepT, YCIIOKOMCSI, ST He TBOM CBIH», — IIOTBITAJICS CKa3aThk [I:ko(pdpu, HO CMOT TOJIBKO OYIbKHYTS.
— Ox, [Ixxodhdpu, moxkanyicra, — ¢ TpymoM mpousHec PobepT, B3sIB ero 1 yuepkKuBas B pyKax.

«He 3Ha, 4TO OH HACTOJIbKO OGecrokouTcs 060 MHe. Tem Gonee xkanb», — mogyMan JIxoddpu, Korma
ero 3peHue 3aTYMaHUJIOCh U BepHYyIcs [Typmyp.

OH yCMeXxHYJICs, B TO BpeMsI KaK aroOHUs ITOJTHOCTBIO OXBaTHIIa €ro. OTO BCE HA YTO THI CIIOCOOEH?

«Crapatics nyduie», — gyMan [Ixkopdpu, ycTpeMnssch B 00baTus 6e30HbI.
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Ixoddpu wen no kopunopy KpacHoro 3amka. OH CBepHYJI HallpaBO U OOIIEN [0 TOKoeB Koposessl,
KOTOpHIe oxpaHsn Llapeybuiiiia.

— [punn Jxodpdpu, — cka3an OH, KUBHYB.
— Oren, — BepHYJ KUBOK [IK0(pdpH.

II>xeriMe OBLT HACTOJIBKO OIIIEJIOMJIEH, YTO HaKe He B3IPOTHY, Koraa [xohdpu pa3pesarn ero e
KrHXKajaoM. OH B yIUBJIEHUU CXBATHUIICS 3a HEE, MBITAsiCh OCTAHOBUTH ITOTOK KPOBU PYKaMH, IIOCTIE
Yero yrmas Ha IOJI.

— IIpocTy, oTel, s MBITAIOCh BRISICHUTD, Yero ke rpebansblil [Iypmyp X04eT 0T MeHS. ITO CTAHOBUTCS
YTOMUTENIbHBEIM, IIOHUMAEIIL? — FOBOPUJI OH, PACIIOI0KUBIINCH HAIIPOTUB OBEPHU. — XOTS, MOXKET
OBITH ceryac... — 3alyM4YUBLIM TOHOM IIPOAOJIZKAJ IIPUHI], OCTaHABNINBas KUHKaJI lepef CBOel
TPYOHOM KieTKou. — Hert, nyuine yoemuThCsl, — 3aKOHYHUJI OH, OIIYCTUB KUHXKAJl ¥ OTKPHIB ABEPb.

— 3mpaBCcTBY#, MaTymKa! — monpuBeTcTBOBal OH Cepcelo, KOTha OHA BCTaBasla B U3YMJIEHUHU CO
CBOEr0 KpecTa.

— J:[}KOCI)(pr/I, 4TO CIIy... — Ha4aJld OHQ, HO TYT K€ OHEMeEJId, KOTla YBHeJId II03aAX BOPBABIIETOCSA B
eeé KOMHATY CBhIHa OCeOaloiiee Ha II0JI TeJIO.

— VI3BWHU 3a 0TIa, MaTyIlIKa, HO Te0e NelCTBUTEILHO CIIel0BaJI0 XOPOIIEeHbKO MTOAyMaTh, IpeXkae
YyeM TpaxaThCsi C COOCTBeHHRIM OpaToM! Takue Kak 51 BEYHO BJIMIIAIOT BO BCSIKOE M€PbMO, B3TJISTHU
TOJIbKO Ha TaprapueHoB! — ckazan [Ixodpdpu, mpubauKasch K KeHIIUHE.

Ero marth BHITJIA[EeNIa II0aBlIeHHOM, aOCONMIOTHO He TOHKUMaloIIel TPoUCXosiiee, OHa ocefla Ha IoJ,
Y, IPUKPEIBasi 00eMMU PyKaMu POT, IBITalach CAePKaTh MyUYUTeJIbHbIE BCXJIUIIHL.



— OW, OTKy[a TakKas peakuus? S XoTs Ol He MPHITA0 B AUKUYN OTOHb B MOMKITKE CTATh APAKOHOM! —
XMBIKHYT [I2K0bdpH, a 3aTeM Ha CEKyHIY 3aMep. — [[UKUM OTOHb... XM, — 3aAyMYUBO ITPOU3HEC OH.

Ixobdpu KUBHYI U CXBAaTUII PYKOU BOJIOCH CBOe# MaTepu. OH yKe CIIbIIIaa KPUKYU U3 KOPUOOoPa,
HY2KHO TIOTOpPaIIUBaThCs!

— A tak yCTaJl OT BCEro 3TOT0, 3TO OJOJI2KHO HAaKOHEIl 3aKOHYUTECA, — HpOﬁOpMOT&J’I OH, BCKPEBIBast
Cepcee TJIOTKY. OHa JaxKke He IBITanach COIIPOTHUBIIATBCS, BAJIO IIOKOSCEh B €0 PYKaX.

Cup Bopoc BiayHT BOpBa/Csi B KOMHATy C MEYOM HATOJI0 ¥ LIAPHII B3TJISIAOM II0 CTOPOHAM,
BBIMCKHUBAs BParoB.

— JlagHO, HUYETO He BHIIIIO, — CcKa3an JIxoddpu, morpyxkas KuHxKan cebe B cepale.

[TocnenHee, YTO YBUHEI OH, TPEXK/E YeM ero BCTpeTu I1ypnyp, ObIO BEITATUBAIONIEECS JTUI0 CUPa
Bopoca. U oHO u3psiaHo ero mo3abaBuio.
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BepxoBHHI# MeticTep ITuilens 067I0KOTHIICS Ha CBOEM Kpeciie, B3TISNOM u3ydasi HaCJeIHOTO MPUHIIA.
OH, KaK BCerya, CKpPhIBAJICS 3a 00pa3oM c1ab0yMHOTO AypaKa, KOTOPHIA XOPOIIIO CIIYKHUT eMy Ha
IPOTSKEHUY MHOTHX JIET.

— fIf, 9TO CITOBHO AYIIMT YejoBeKa? — TUX0 mpobopMoTan oH. Pasymeetcs, aTo [yuuTens. Ho BoT
BOIIPOC, 3a4YeM eMy 3TO0?

JlagHO, HUYEro He CIYYUTCS, eClIM OH HACT eMy ero HEMHOTO IofiepxKaTh. He moxoxke, YTO MPUHII
cobupaetcs coexaTh C GJIAaKOHOM, a eCJIU U PEIIUTCS, TO OH coobuuT KOoposo, ¥ HIYero CTPaIrHoro
He mpou30uaéeT. X0Ts, paccKas HaclIeMHHUKA O TOM, UTO OH IIPOYMTAJ KHUTY U 3aUHTEPECOBAJICS»
ORI, MSITKO TOBOPSI, CMEXOTBOPHEIM.

TeMm He MeHee, OH ITPEPHIBUCTO, MTOYTH APOKA, Pa3BepHYJICS, OTIep Kad u nepenasn emy
OIIACHEHIINH sI.

Ixkoddpu B3s1 GIakoH, TOCMOTPEN Ha HETO Tapy CeKyHM U 3a/IlIOM BBIIIHIIL.

BepxoBHEIM MeUCTEP CIOTHIKAsACh MOJHSAJICS, €r0 KPeC/Io ONIPOKUHYJIOCH Ha3a[ B MOMEHT, KOrfia OH
CXBaTUJI IPUHLIA CUJILHOU XBaTKOM, HECOOTBETCTBYIOILLEN €0 II0KUIOMY BO3PacCTy. [IPOKJISATBINA
IOVPAK! MHE HY2KHO BBI3BATH Y HET'O TOIITHOTY, ITPE2KIE YEM...

OH TyIIO YCTaBUIICS Ha PYKOSTh KUHXKaJla, TOPYAIIEro U3 ero Irpyu.
— Ox, oTCTaHb, CTAapuK, — cKazan Ixohdpu, oTTanKuBas ero Halap,.

[Tu1enb OTIIATHYJICS U YIIaJl Ha CBOM CTOJI, TS Ha TO, Kak [IKopdpu MoTATUBaeT pyKaMu U
IIeJIKaeT CyCTaBaMH.

— CnuIIKoM ClagKo, Ha MOM BKyC. I1ox0oxkKe KTO-TO U3 IIOAMAacTePbeB MelcTepa OT/IBIHUBA. ..
BIIPOYEM, OH BCE eIlé MeNCTBeHHHIH... T Hafewch, — OopMoTan IxodpdpHu, pacxaxuBasi 10 KOMHATE
U elllé pa3 pa3MuHas pykKu. [Iulienpb MbITaICsS 0CTAHOBUTh KPOBOTEUEHNUE, HO CHEJIaTh eMy 3TOT0 He
yroaBajiock. — YepT mobepu, I1utiens, OH AOKeH OB y2Ke HayaTh AeHCTBOBATh, OTI... A! epT!
PobepTy cnemyeT yBonuTh TeOSI ¥ HAHSTh aTXUMHUKa, — HETEPIIENIUBO npousHec Ixobhdpu.

[Tuiiens HUYEro He OTBETUJI, OH IBITAJICS HoOpaThes Ho OnmuzKaiiniero mKkada, roe XpaHui



MEOUIIMHCKUE ITPUHAOJIE2KHOCTH.

«HyXKHO... 0CTaHOBHUTE...KDOBOTEUEHHE...» — TyMaJl OH, epebupas cBou Kmouu. [[:xkobdpu HE
IPHUAa 3TOMY 3HAUYeHHs.

[TpuHI KaIISHYJI, TTOCTEe Yero yIbIOHYICSA. TO 3peuIle IMOKUPOBao I1uiienss HaCTONBKO CHUITBHO,
YTO OH BHIPOHUJI KITIOYUH.

— O 6oru, — mpo6oOpPMOTaI OH, CKOPYUBIIKCH B ITOMBITKE B3STh UX.

— YT0 XK€, BOT ¥ 3TOT CIafKUX MOMEHT... Cnagkuii... xa! — cMmex [Ixkohdpu 3aTUX TOJIHKO B MOMEHT,
KOTZla OH yIaJsl Ha I0JI, u3rubasch u gepxkKach 3a ropJo.

[Tuensb, HAKOHEL, CMOT HAaWUTH HYKHBIM KJTI0Y, HO 00HApPYXKUJ, 4YTO OH HE MOXKET IOTHSAThLCS.
O HeT...

Ero 3peHue 3aTyMaHUIIOCH ¥ TIOCIIEIHUM, YTO OH yBUfe, Obl0 nmuilo [xohdpHu, HCKaxKeHHOE B...
mocape”?

Ka... xoro...
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Boru... s Tak yctan. [lymaio, Hy?KHO HEMHOTO OTJOXHYTb... HO CTh ellé Tapa CIoco00B, ¥ UX HAMO
CIIepBa IIPOBEPUTE... HTEPECHO, a YTO ECJIH...

— 4 noBTOPIO e11é pa3, nagHo? Tebe HykKHO OyOET MBITAaTh MeHs, — CKa3al [Ixodpdpu TIopeMHOMY
HAJ3UPATENI0, KOTOPHIM SBIISJICS TaKkKe HeopHUIIMaIbHEIM namayoM KpacHoro 3amka. TOT cTOSIT
mepeq I0HOIIe! C TYIHIM BhIpaXkKeHUEM JIUIA U YTO-TO HEYBEPEHHO OOPMOTAJI, OTJISABIBASICh I10
CTOPOHAaM, CJIOBHO IIBITAsICh HAUTH KOTO-TO, KTO CMOXKET ITIOMOYb €My B 9TOM OTKPOBEHHO CTPAHHOM,
HET, IUKOY CUTYyallUu.

— 9... 4 He Mory 3TOT0 CHieNaTh, Ballla CBETIIOCTh, — IIPOMbIYA OH, Iejlasi MaTl0CEHbKUY IIar Ha3afl.
HacnenHbIM TPUHI] B3NOXHY U, TPUOIN3UBIINCE, TPOTSIHYJ HaA3UPaTEeIIi0 CBOM KUHKa.

— OTO He 0YEeHb-TO CJI0KHO, — Pa3fpazkKEHHO IPOU3HEC IOHOIIA, CXKUMas PYKy Malayda (yxe C
KWHXKaJIOM) ¥ IPOH3as HaCKBO3b CBOIO IIEKY. — BUAUIIBE? — CKa3ajl OH PTOM, IIOJTHOM KPOBH,
BBITEKABIIEH OTTYy/Ia Ha IOJI.

MyX4rHa OTIIATHYJICS, BRITYCKasl KPUK U3 JIETKUX, ¥ ITo0exKajl BBEPX I10 JIeCTHUIIE, Tepebupast
HOTaMM TakK OBICTPO, KaK MOT.

[Tonarao... [Ia, MOX0XKe, 3TO IPUAETCA AeaTh camoMy. To, 4To g menan co CTapkoM He KaKeTCs
CJIMLIKOM CJI0XKHBIM... XOTSI MOXKET IOJIyYUTHCS HE CIUIIKOM TOYHO...

ok

— [IpoxopuTe cioma, MOM NPUHI], — CKa3asn myapel ['annuH, Beas [xopdpu 10 XpaHUIIULTY.
HecAaTuneTusIMA Hac He yIOCTauBajid BU3UTOM I[apCTBEHHbBIE 0COOBI. Bo 611aro runbauu s 06s13aH
IIPOM3BECTHU BIIeYaT/eHWE Ha MPUHIIA.



Ou BHMMAaTenbHO Habmionan 3a [I:xKodpdpy, B To BpeMs KaK OHU CITyCKaJIUCh B ITOfIBaJ, THe XpaHUIach
cyOcTanmms. JIroqu 4acTo ¢ npeHebpekeHneM OTHOCUIUCH K [UIbauu ANXUMUKOB, BUIS B HUX BCETO
JIUIIH JelIeBhIX (POKYCHUKOB.

«nymiel, — pyman Tannus. — Taprapualbl IOHUMAaIX HaCTOSIIYIO IIEHHOCTh UX pabOoThI, BCIO €€
BaXXHOCTh. OMHAKO BMECTO IpaKOHa S MOJIyYUJI TJIYIIOTO OJIEHSI».

— BoT 0p1HO M3 XpaHUNININ, KaK BUAUTE, MBI IPEAIPUHSANN JOCTAaTOYHBIE MEePHI IPEIOCTOPOKHOCTH, —
IIPOM3HEC MyMpell, TOKa3kbiBas Ha PSAAbl «AUKOT0» OTHS, TOABEIIeHHbIE MeX Iy MELIKaMy C ITIECKOM,
IIPUTOTOBJIEHHBIX Ha Clly4ail HenpeOBUOEeHHON NeTOHaUXU. [alyIuH B35J7T ONUH U3 HUX C IIOJIKH,
OCTOPOKHO BEPTS CyOCTaHIIMIO B CBOUX CTApHIX, OIBITHHIX PyKax. [IpHHIl CMOTpEN Ha HEE COo
CTPaHHOM CMECHIO JTIOOOIBITCTBA U allaTHH.

— Mory s ToCMOTpPeTh, Myapel? — CIIPOCHUII OH.

OTCYTCTBYIOIIUY B3TJISIM MMPUHIIA TPOHECCS M0 ['alIMHy APOKbBIO, CJIOBHO CITYXKHIT ITJIOXUM
Ipef3HaMeHOBaHUEM, HO Myapell OLICTPO e€ mogaBuil. Mbl HOIKHEl BO3BPATUTh MOANEPKKY TPOHA!
Koponb PobepT Obist 6071€€ 4eM pa30yapoBaH, KOT{la €T0 IPelIeCTBeHHUK MIPUIIEN K HEMY C
IpoCchOAMU O HOMOTHUTENIEHOM (UHAHCHPOBAHUH.

Ero mynpeiimectBy ['oBapmy noBessno, 4To PobepT IpocTo He pPa3MO3KUJI €T0 T0JI0OBY CBOUM
y2KaCHBIM MOJIOTOM...*

(* Opyroi BapuaHT ¢pass: "Ero mympeiimecTtBy ['oBapay moBesno, 4uTo PobepT, mOUTpPEIBas CBOUM
MOJIOTOM, He IIPeAjIoXKUI eMy IIPOAaTh CBOI T'OJI0BY OTAENBHO OT Tena...")

C HeMaJbIMU IPENOCTOPOXKHOCTIMHU CTapel nepefan cyocTaniuio npuHiy. ToT 6yAT0 HEMHOTO
OCMOTDEJI 3eJIEHEIN COCY, @ 3aTeM OCTOPOXKHO BHIKDYTHUJI KPHIIIKY.

— OcTopoxHeM, MOit IPUHI], — Mpou3HEC ['amnmuH, ¢ 6ecrmokoicTBOM cMoTps Ha [xobdpu. ITpunIy
OTJITHYJICS Ha HEro U XMBIKHYII:

— ByueT HUPOHUYHO, €CJIK 4 IIPEeBPaIlyCh B IPAKOHA... xa!l — IIPOT'OBOPHII OH, BRHIIIKMBASA COOEPKUMOE
COCyHma OJHUM T'JIOTKOM.

Ixxohdpu XpPIOKHY, HEMHOTO HAKJIOHSISICh U TTpUCenasi. 9TO IJIMJIOCh CEeKYHAY, IIPexkae 4YeM OH
B30PBAJICS B 3€JIEHOM OTHE, OXBATHBILIEM €T0 Teno. [I0TpssCEHHBIN [annInH IPOH3UTEILHO 3aBOIINII,
pa3BOpavmMBasiCh, YTOOH yOeKaTh, HO EMy He XBaTHJIO BPEMEHHU: B3PHIB OMTA/IUII €T0 CIIUHY ¥ OPOCHUI B
CTOPOHY, pa3brBas UM BCE Oorbliie 6aKOB C JUKUM OTHEM. YeM OoJibile B3PHIBOB COTPSICAJIO 3TaHUeE,
TeM OBICTPEE Cropajy IMOAepKUBAIOIINE OTIOPE, TIOCTIE YeT0 MyIpeLl, OTOHb U IPUHII OBIIH
TIOXOPOHEHHI TTOJ] JTABUHOM IeCcKa, YTO 00PYIIKUBAJICS C IOTOJIKA.
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Jlio6as mocmenyoas CMepTh IPoHOcuIach MuMo [Ikodpdpu OGbICTpee Mpenbayineli, BOCIOMUHAHUS
0 HUX pa3MbIBaIKUCh, a 00JIb OIIyIanach Bcé ciabee. B KaXXmoi U3 CBOUX XKM3HEHN OH pa3roBapuBall
BCE pexke M pexe, a CIIOCOOB! yMEPEeTh, YTO OH BHIIYMBIBAJI, CTAHOBUIUCH MEHEe MPOAYMaHHBIMU U
OTJIMYHBIMHU APYT OT Apyra. Ero aMoIuy ouMIanuch, a gaBsilee YyBCTBO BUHEI U OTYASHUE
CTQHOBUJIUCh BCE MeHee HEeBHIHOCUMHBIMU. Takxke [I:Kopdpu Hayan yctaBaTh ropasfio CUIbHEE, a B
TIOCJIeIHNE TTapy KU3HEH Y Hero efjBa ObIJIA CUJIBI BCTATh C KPOBATH U BHIIPHITHYTH U3 OKHA.

«3T0... paboTaer...» — OyMaJ OH 3aTyMaHEHHbIM YCTalIOCThi0 CO3HAHUEM, CBA/IMBasICh CO CBOEH
KPOBaTH M IILITAsICh OTKPHITh OKHO. [[:kK0hdpu ¢ TpymoM 4yBCTBOBAJ CBOM 3aISCThs, IILITAIOIIAECS



HAIymaTh 3aMOK.
BriMaThIBaTh ce04... 9TO... paboTaerT...
OH HaKOHEI] CMOT OTKPHITh OKHO, HO €0 KOXa yKe He OIIylajia U BeTPa, YTO Yl C YIIHIIHL.

Ixohdpu ckopee BHITIAJ, YeM BHIIPHITHY U3 OKHA, U ITOYTH He IMOYYBCTBOBAJ O0IH, KOTTIa YOapUICs
0 KaMeHHYI0 KJafiky gBopa. Jaxe Ilypmyp ouryiiasncs ene-eje. ETo MbICIH 3aMe[IJIS/INCh, ¥ BCE
TIOMYTHEJIO.

OH Tepsn cebs B 3TOM TyMaHe.
kksk
Ixkoddpu NIBII B TYMaHe.

OH COBepILIEHHO yTPaTUI YYBCTBO BpEMEHHU U IepecTall afeKBaTHO BOCIIPUHUMAThL OKPYKAIOIIYIO ero
PeasbHOCTb.

«MeHns 6obllle HET», — AyMaJll OH, UCIILITHIBAS JIMIID aaThio. [laxke B Ipoliecce pa3MBIIIIeHUN Hafl
9THM, CJIOBO «fI» Tepsijio CBOE 3HaueHue, u 6obIrne He Ob10 «JI2K0ohdpu», OBIIO JTHUIIIE. ..
PaCIIIBIBAOIIEECS HEUTO.

W OblLn MUIIL TYMaH, U3peaKa IepeMeKalouiics MypnypHEIMU 00lakaMy, Kak Iorofa, YTo IpHIlia u
YHUIET C OQHUM IIOPHIBOM BETpa.
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A 3artewm, 6ynTo cinabeiM TedeHUeM, ABUKYIIUMCS 0eCKOHEeYHO MEeIJIEHHO, ero MOTSHYJIO Ha3af,
nof06HO MasiITHUKY, OCTUTIIIETO IIpeefia CBOero UMITyibca... OH Hadas Bo3BpamaThes. [Ixobdpu
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK OH MEMJIEHHO (OPMHUPYETCS 3aHOBO. [IypIypHEIE BETPa, J0 3TOTO CIIOKOUHEIE,
Ha4vaIu 3aKPyYHUBATHCS, B TO BpeMs Kak [I:KohdpH... BCIOMUHA.

q...

d... Ixxodpdpu.

[Tonauanmy MeqeHHO, BOCTIOMUHaHU BepHynuch. Hacnegusii npusi,... Her...
... IpemaTesnsb u 6acTapy...

TymaH HEHAHOJr0 OTCTYIIHII, ¥ OH MOT BUIETh CBETIIOBOJIOCYIO XKEHIIUHY, 0ePeKHO KOPMSIIYIO eTo



cymoMm u3 Onuxkauiied K Hemy Tapenku. HecMoTpst Ha To, uTo [IxKodpdpu He 4yBCTBOBAI HU BKyCa, HU
CBOETO TeJjla, OH CIIBIIIAJ €€ YCIIOKauBaIoUIyI0 MEIOOHIO.

Mawma...

Bcé cHoBa 3aTymaHusocs, u [Ixxohdpu mpoponkaeT aperidoBaTth B IyCTOTe, ¢ 6e3pa3uyneM,
COBEPIIEHHO HeUTpabHAIM KO BceMy. Korma oH BEpHYJICS, TO YBUAEN BEICOKOTO MYKYUHY C
3aJILICHHAMMU U CTaJIbHBIM B3rIsigoM. OH CIIOPUJT C KPacUBOM KPaCHOBOJIOCOM KEHIIUHOM, KOTOpas,
HeCMOTPsI Ha CBOU BHEIIHUY BUJ, CJIOBHO U3Jly4asia aypy ONaCHOCTH.

Oan... nopg Cta"HUC... KOpoib CTaHHUC...

«OHM CHOBa COOMPAIOTCS CXKeYb MeHs», — nogyMa [I:kohdpu, X0TsS 3Ta MEICTb, IOX0XKE, HE
cmytuna ero. O6¢cyxpueHne npuobpesio ropsyuil xapakTep, KOrga KpacHOBOIOCAs XKeHIUHA KalHO
IPOTSHYIa PYKY K muIly 1xkohdpu, KOTOPYIO cepauTo oToun CTaHHUC, TIOCTIe Yero MpuKa3ail
HECKOJIbKMM MYKYWHAM BHIBECTH €€ U3 KOMHATHI.

Yro ke, ero He coxkryT. OH He YYBCTBOBAJ/I HU 00JIer4YeHusi, HA pa304apoBaHus, TIOKa BCE CHOBa
pacmnsiBanocsk. [xohdpu He 3HaJ, Kak [0IT0 BCE 3aBOIaKMBAJIO TYMaHOM, YTO U3pedKa IIpephiBajICs
BCIIBIIIIKAMHY MTypITypa. MTHOBEHUS, KOTTa OH MOT BUIETb, ObITM PEOKUMU U MUMOJIETHHIMHU, U B
OCHOBHOM OH Ha0JTI0[IaJT CJIyT, a TaK¥Ke CBOI MAaTh.

Pa3Be He meyanbHO OBITH HACTOIBKO 6€3y4acTHEIM B MOMEHT, KOTIa TBOE CO3HAHUE IOTPY3UIIOCH B
roybo4dalimuii Mpak?

OH, ecIx 4eCTHO, He MOT OTBETUTH Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC.
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CnycTs THICSUM JIET, @ MOXKET BCETO fieHb, [kohdpu OyATO MpHU3eMINICS Ha CBOIO KPOBATh,
pacIIbIBYaToE OIylleHue OT HaX0XAeHUS B IIyCTOTE OTCTYIINUIIO, CJIOBHO YTPeHHUN IIPUJIUB... U
OCTaJIOCh TOEe-TO Ha TPaHUIle BOCIPHUATHS. HeKoTopoe BpeMs OH OTHOBIXaJl, CMOTPST Ha TEMHBIN
IIOTOJIOK.

[TpukameBas TUTaHUYecKue ycunus, [xodpdpu mogusics Ha Horu. OH egBa MOT UX ITOYYBCTBOBATH,
II0Ka MeJIeHHO IIPUXPaMbIBaJl B HallpaBiIeHUH ABepu. KpacHbIM 3aMOK OBII IIOTPYXKEH BO TEMY, a
TSIKEIIBIM CTYK MOXKIEBBIX Kaleslb Ka3ajcs Be3gecymuM. IToka [Ixkodpdbpyu mpuxpaMbIBall 40 IIaBHBIX
BOPOT, TOJIbKO pefikue GaKesbl ¥ BCIIBIIIKYA MOJTHUYU OCBEIAId €My IIyTh.

Ioxmb ObIT HACTOJILKO CHJILHEIM, YTO I'BapeHIlbl ¥ He 3aMETHJIH, KaK OH IIPOIIETT MUMO HUX
OTHOBPEMEHHO C ITOBO3KOM, Bhe3KaIIel yepea riaaBHele BOPoTa. [T0JTHOCTEIO MPOMOKIIWH, OH
nepxan myTh Yepe3 Koponesckyio ['aBaHb. HeCKOIBKO TPOCTOJIOANHOB, YTO YBUMIE/IN €TI0 B TEMHOTE
II07] 3aCTHUJIAIOIIE!N B30P MeJIeHOM NOXK/s, YOpaIuch C ero IMyTH, OOJIKHO OBITh, IPUHUMAas €ro 3a
HHUIIETO.

CoOpaBuInCh, HaOJTHEHHBIN PELIINMOCTBIO M M3HEMOXKEHHEIM TyXoM U TesnoM, [[Ko(pdpu BoLIET B
Cenrty beumnopa.

Kak u Bcerfia, BHyTpeHHUE [IBEPHU OBLIM OTKPHITH, HO caMa CerTa Obljla CJIOBHO NTHMIIIeHa XKU3HU. [Toka
Ixobdpu xpoman K Antapio OTiia, TSXKEJO ObIIIa OT IepeHanpsIkeHus, ero rjia3a Hadyalu
HAIIOJIHSATHCS Clie3aMM. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, Ha OMHOM CHJIe BOJIE, OH, MONIATHIBASICh MOIIEN U IPUTIAT K
HoraM OrTIa.



CeMepo... IPOIIy, IOMOTHTE... 3@ YTO... 3@ UTO BHI IIOCTyNaeTe TaK CO MHOW?

[TepecTyk mOXKMs MPOAOJIKAIICS, U3PeKa MPEPHIBAsCh HAaTEKUM rPOMOM. TSIKEbIe TIOCTPHL €1Ba
YMYIPSIUCh PA3TOHSTh THETYIIYIO U YAYIIAIOIIYIO TEMY.

[Tportry... XBaTHUT... y MEHS... 00JIbIIIEe HET IPUYUHEI KUTh...
[Ipomuy...

Ixxohdpu B oTHassHUN OPOCUIICST U CXBATHII OTPOMHYI0 HOTy Ctatyu OTija, 6€3yMHO BI[EIIUBIIUCE B
Hee.

«Orell, g 3Hal0, YTO MOE ITpaBOCyaue OBITI0O MEP30CTHIO, a PellleHus — U3[eBaTeIbCTBOM. Ho g nuib
neiTancs... — Jxkohdpu u30 Bcex CUl cTapascs epefaTh 3Ty MBICTb, — JIUIIb MBITANICA COXPaHUTh
MUpP...»

Ho u3BMHEHUS OTHAIUCh IYCTHIM 3BYKOM B €T'0 MBICJISX, @ 37I0BEINil TPOM O0CBEeTHUJI CUTyaT OTIa, Ha
KpaTKui MUT oKyTaB [[KophpHu TEeHbIO.

Wpeans OTIfa, CripaBeIMBOCTh M Xapri3Ma, KOTOpas yBiaeKaeT 3a cobou niofeli... 4 He mbITancs
00pecTy HU TOTO, HU OPYyToro. f OB He TUAEPOM, a BCETO JIUIIL TUPAHOM, ¥ TO, YTO MOXKHO Ha3BaTh
IIPAaBOCyIKEeM B MOEM HCITOTHEHUH, OBITIO JTUIITL HACMEIIKOM Haj CIIPaBeIIMBOCThI0. 1 XKaxKma CUJIH,
CHUJIBI, YTOOHI IPABUTh, KOMAHAOBATh... CUJIBI, KOTOPYIO MaBajo MHe Bceobllee MPU3HAHUS MEHS
CBIHOM CBOETO OTI[a, KOTOPBIM HUKOTIa UM U He OBIII.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH yBUAeN B rita3ax OTiia 4yBCTBO OMep3eHusl K HeMy. CBIH CBOero 00U, Kak OH
Mor BooO1e oxugath, 4To OTell ero 6ymeT CIylIaTh, €CIM Y Hero HUKorfa He OBIIO ITpaBa
IIOSBJISATHCS Ha CBeT? Y Hero He ObUIO HACTOSIIETo OTIa, I03ToMy BceoTen Bcerga OymeT CTOATH K
HEeMY CIIUHOM.

C BO3pacTawIIuM OTBpallleHreM K cebe 0CoO3HaBast 9TO BHYTPH, OH MOJAJICS K CIIeYIOIeH CTaTye.
Ho6poxenaTenbHass MaTh CMOTpeJIa CBepxXy, 3a00T/IMBO ¥ MHJIOCTHBO.

Bcebnaras Marts, Ipolity, BEIC/IyIIall MeHs... CXKabCsl Halo MHOM... Bcebnaras Marts, mpomty ...
[TPOIIY...

Barnspg Martepu, Ka3anoch, cpa3y U3MEHUJICS U CTaJl JKeCTOKUM U HeyMOIUMEIM. OH CJI0BHO
3aTSATUBall B Iy4YHUHY 0€32KaIOCTHOCTY U KET CBOUM OeCIPUYMHHBIM 0TKa30M. [xxohdpu He HAUOET
MUJIOCEPOUS U 30ECE.

Cnésnl Teknu 6e33By4HO, MoKa [0 dpu mpuxpaMbiBal K 04epefHOMY alTapio, rae 6QuTeabHo
crosin cTporuit Boun. CKBO3b 3aTyMaHeHHOe 3peHue [Ixxopdpu Kasanock, 4TO TPO3HAs CTaTys
TOTOBMJIACh YOAPUTh ero. Korma oH MposBiIsI HacTos Iy cunny? Korma oH mokasbiBajl UCTUHHYIO
OTBary, KpoMe Kak IIpU CIlaCeHuU CBoel coOCTBEeHHOM ku3Hu? Korma o ObiT Xpabp?

OH 3axpoMa fajibllle, He XKeJas Jabllle CTOSTh IO 3TOM Y2KaCHOM U maBsiel cumoii. [leBa 6ynTo
CMOTPpeJia Ha Hero C TTTyMJIMBOM YCMEIIKOM, Ha e€ JIKIle He 0TpazKayloCh HHYero, KpoMe HEHaBUCTH.

«CrpaBennuBo, — nogyMan [Ixxobdpu. — 9 HacMexascs HaJ BCeM, YTO OHA 3allUIaeT, yOuBa
[EeBYIIEK U XEHIIHUH».

Ero nuxopafioyHOe CO3HaHUE TYT XKe YCIIYKJIUBO IOACYHYJI0 eMy KapTHHY, KaK OH fepkKaJl IPsiMo
rosioBy CaHCHI, 3aCTaBlidsl €€ HEOTPHIBHO CMOTPEThH Ha JIUI[0 CBOET'0 MEPTBOTO OTIIA.



qa OIIOPOYHNII HEBUHHOCTE, KOTOPYIO ThI CTAPAEIbCA 3allIUTUTE.

OT BHE3aITHOT'0 MTPUCTYIIa OTBPAIIEeHUs K caMomy cebe, [Ixkodpdpu Hawamo pBaTh, HO U30 PTa
BBIPBA/IaCh TOJIBKO CJTI0OHA. He MCHBITHIBas HUYEr0, KpOMe TOIIHOTE U CTHIIA, OH C TPYIOM IIOLIEN
nasnble.

O6xons Bemukyio Centy, [Ixohdpu ocTaHoBuicS nepen Ky3HeioMm, Ho He yCIien faxke HadaTh
MOJIUTBCS, KAaK €r0 3aTOIHIO BOCIIOMHHAHUSIMHE O IBITKAX, KOTOPEIM [I2kK0hGpH IogBepraa CBOUX
ciyr. Kpome Toro, Ha MPOTSIXKEHUY BCEX CBOMX JXKM3HEH OH HU pa3y HUYEro He 3apaboTan CBOUM
TPYIOM.

CHOTKHYBIIKCH, OH yTIaj Ha 1Mo ¥ nomnon3 K Crapuie. E€ 3aramoynas yneibka moMepkia, Kak TOJIbKO
OH B3TJISHYJI Ha HEE, Ha MUT OCBEIIEHHYIO 0J16CKOM MOJTHUU. MyOpPOCTh, €€ uneasn, Obsia, BO3MOXKHO,
TEM, 4ero eMmy GOIIbIle BCEro He XBaTajo. d yOuBas BceX, KTO IIBITANICS MHE COBETOBATh, HAIIPABIISATh
MeHS BepHOU goporou. [Ipu m0601 BO3MOKHOCTH 51 OTBepras e€ nap. M cerofHs OH He MOJIyYUT OT
HEE HUKAKOM MYOPOCTH.

MenneHHO KOBBIISIS K ITOCHeqHel ctaTye, [IKohdpu cXxBaTUIICS 3a TIOMOCT, T'Ie CTOsITT HeBemoMbIi.
Panbine, ymupast pa3 3a pa3oM, TapeHb CYUTAJl, YTO KMEHHO BllafiblKa CMEPTH BUHOBAT B
IIPOUCXOISIIUM C HUM, HO OBIII B KOPHE He ITpaB. MHorue 60sITCSI €r0, HO CMEPTh, YTO OH IIPHUHOCHT,
INEeNCTBUTENILHO sIBNIseTcs gapoM. apoM. KonmoMm crpapmanuii. A [I:xkohdpu OB OTIIYYEH OT BCETO,
yT0o HeBeqoMEbIN CHMBOIM3UPYET, M HUKOTAa He CMOXKET IT03HAaTh Cllafikue 00bSITHS CMEPTH.

«41 abBCOIIOTHO OOUHOK», — 3BYy4Yasio B MBIC/IAX [I2KodhdpH, IT0Ka OH CII0JI3all 0 IIoMoCcTy HeBemomoro
¥ CBOpAYHMBaJCs KalauHuKOM.

3aTeM OBIIa BCIIBIIIIKA OCO3HAHMS, CJIOBHO MOJIHUEH yoapuBIas II0 ero pa3yMy, OflHa eqUHCTBEHHas,
MeJJIeHHO () OPMUPYIOIIAsACs MBICTb.

BnepBhie, ¢ MOMEHTa Kak OH 3alléfl B 3T0 MecTo, [:xkohdpu no-HacTosiemy yBunen Centy. OH
OTPELIUJICS OT 3JI0BELel TbMEI, OT IepeCcTyKa AOXKASA, OT OKPYKAIIIET0 ero focesie OTKPHITOrO
IIPOCTPAHCTBaA.

OH yBuJIeJ BO3BHIIAIOIIMECS U YCTPALIaoIIe CTaTyd CEMEPHIX, YTO Ha CaMOM feJie GBI IIPOCTO...
... OHU OBLTIM IPOCTO CTATYSIMU.

3roBelee 4YyBCTBO, YTO 0XBaThIBano [I:Kopdpu ¢ MOMEHTa, KaK OH BOILIEN B 3TU ABEPU, UCUE3TIO, U
IIPHUIIIIO OCO3HAHUE, YTO OH OBIT OOUH.

31ech HUKOT'O HET.

9T0 MecTO OBITIO XOJIOMHBIM, 6e3Ku3HeHHBIM. ¥ CeMepo He IIOMOTYT €My... OH B caMOM fiesie ObIn
onuHOK, CeMephIx He cyiiecTBoBasio. Ouu. Beinu. CtaTysamu.

HukTO HE MOT IOMOYb €MY.

Cuna Bosy, Gnarogapsi KOTOPOM OH Aepxkarscs, ucuesna, u [Ixoddpu mossomun cebe yiitu. OH
paccyabuil CBOM MEIIILEL.. CBOM pa3yM... u [lypnyp He3aMeIuTeIbHO IPULIET K HEMY .

OH 3apbIxasics, yMupas Iof ctatyeit HeBegoMoro, HO 3ech He GbIJI0O HUKOTO, KTO MOT OBl OIIEHUTD
3Ty UPOHHUIO.
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[TpuHI IPOCHYJICS CO B3[[0XOM U He II0YYBCTBOBAJI HY CJiefla IPUBBIYHOU TOIITHOTHL. [[:K0ohdpu
ocTaBaJicsl OBl B 9TOM IIOCTENU [0 KOHIla BPEMEH, HO HEKO€e YYBCTBO BHYTPHU MOATOJIKHYJIO €T0, U OH
MeJIJIEHHO OfleJICA.

Ixohdpu BepHYIICS... OPYyruM U3 BlageHui 6e3ymus u [Iypmypa. [Tocie oH MOHS, YTO TOCTOSTHHO
TIOJIaBJISIST CBOM YYBCTBA, U, KOTHA IJIOTUHY ITPOPBAJIO, Ha HETO HaBa/IMIacCh TaKas yCTaIOCTh,
KoTopoi [12ko¢pbpHu He CMOT TPOTUBOCTOSATH U YCTYIIHII XKeJTaHUI0 IIPUIeYb UM BOBCE MTPOCIATh
OCTaTOK THS.

KapaBaH gBurascs Ha ceBep, Cliefyss HEM3MEeHHBIM IYTAM CYObObI, OH TaKXKe MOMbITPhIBAJI €if, BCIO
IOPOTY OTMaTuMBasICh, ¥ JIUIIh U3peiKa 0TBedasl Ha YbU-T100 BOMIPOCHL.

U He GeCpUYMHHO, TIOCKOJIbKY peaklUs CEMbY Ha ero II0BefleHue B IPOIUIOM IoKa3ana [[xkohdpu
UX UCTUHHYIO CyTh. Er0 MaTh, HeB3upas Ha BCIO Ty JIF0O0Bb, UTO OHA UCIIHITHIBAET K HEMY, HE
oMOXKeT eMy. Ero o... Po6epT HeKOTOpoe BpeMs OyHeT B pacTEPSIHHOCTH, HO BCKOPE ITPOCTO HAMET
cebe 314 u ycriokoutcs. Ero... oTel, Kak u Bcerga, OymeT HabmonaTh 3a HUM U3fasneka. A Opat u
cectpa OymyT yBIEYEHHO UTPATh APYT C APYTOM, HU 0 4YEM He OeCIIOKOsSICh BO BPEMS OCTAaHOBOK
KapaBaHa.

YTo CTpaHHO, TeM, KTO MPHUIIEN K HeMY, 0T TUpPHOH.

— [IneMsaHHUK, — KUBHYN Bec, ocTopoxkHO 3axofs B maTtep [Ixohdpu. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH TNsigen Ha
II0JI C KPY2KKOU 37151 B PyKe, HO ITIOYEMY-TO He YOUBUIICS BHE3ATHOMY IIPUXOAY OSOU.

Oxoddpu nocmoTtpen Ha TupuoHa.
— [Ams, — cKa3aJl OH THXO, feflasl elllé ONUH IJIOTOK XOJIOTHOTO 37I4.

TupHOH B3I CTYJ ¥ ITOCTABHUJI €TI0 HAITPOTUB Masioro croja [Ixkoddpu. TOT He OCTaHOBUIT €T0, KOTHA
Bec Hanun cebe HeMHOrO 37151. TUPUOH TepIeNuBO XKAasl, Moka [IXKopdpu He HAPYIIUT HETTOBKYIO
THUIIWHY, HO CEKYHIBI CKIaJbIBAICh B MUHYTHI, B TO BpeMs KaK IIPUHIT IIPOA0JIKaI e3KeMUHYTHO
IIPUTPAruBaThCI K KPYXKKe U CMOTPETh TeIeph yzKe Ha IMOJIOoT IaTpa.

— I[MneMsSHHUK? — CIIPOCHI OSMs.

— [saps? — orBetun Oxoddpu.

Ha MrHoBeHMe IPOCTPAHCTBO 3aIOIHUIA TUIITHHA.
Bec mokavas rojioBo¥ ¥ HaKOHEIl 3afajl BOIIPOC:

— OueBUOHO, YTO Hallle MyTEIIECTBUE He JOCTaBlsgeT Tebe HUKAKOT0 YIOBOIbCTBUS. BHIBAIOT JHH,
KOTTIa THI €[IBa CTOMIIb Ha HOTaX... — CKa3all bec, cobupasich C MBICIISIMH.

— ... [Touemy?.. [ToyeMy THl OTHOCHIIILCS HACTOILKO 6€3pa3IuyHO K MIPOUCXOASIIEMY BOKPYT?
[ToueMy THI BCE BpeMs yeOUHSEIILCS B CBOEM IIaTpe? — CIIPOCHUII OH TaKUM Ke Pa3fpaxKEHHBIM
TOHOM, KaK y MelicTepa, KOTfla IPUHI] HE MOT OTBETUThH Ha IIPOCTEUIINH BOIIPOC 110 MaTeMaTHUKe.

Ixopdpu moxoxKe mo-HaCTOSALEMY 00yMBIBaJl CBOM OTBET, JIEHUBO IMOKPY4YHBas KPykKKY B pyKe.
CroycTs mapy MUHYT MOJIYaHUS OH I10XKaJ [IJIeYaMu.

— A nouemy ObI ¥ HET? — HCKPEHHE 0JII000MBITCTBOBAI OH.



OtBeT moTpsic TupuoHa. Emé crnycTs mapy MUHYT MOJTYaHUS OH ITOCTABUI KyOOK ¥ MIOKMHYJI LIATEP.
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— A BoT 9TO0 MO¥ nepBeHell, Hex, — mpousnéc PobepT, yka3wiBasg Ha [1:K0pGpH ¢ BEICOKOTO CTOJIA.
Koponb He HalIEN CBOET0, CTAHOBAIIET0Cs BCE 00jiee HEYIOBUMEIM, ChIHA, KOTa OHU IIPUOLIIN B
BunTtepdenn, moaToMy OH IIpeiCTaBUI €T0 Ha MUPY.

IOxoddpu momya Opasn cebe MUILy CO CTONA, He 3aMedas IeHsAuni B3I CaHCH, KOTOPHIM OHa
CMOTpeJsia Ha Hero, ¥ BCSIKOTO Pofa MOMBITKY O0TBIeYb ero. OH pa3fenbiBal KYCOUKYU KYPUITHI, TSI
KyZa-TO Ba/b IIOBEPX TAPEJIKH.

— OH Tako¥ rpyCTHHY, — goKyd4ana CaHca [Ixkeunu [lynp, 3a1uBasich PpyMSHIEM.

«[pyctrBi? He To croBo! Y Hero B3rIsAn 4enoBeka, y KOTOPOrO HET HUYEro, YTo Npo0yxkaano O B
HEM BOJIIO K XKU3HU», — TopyMai Hep ¢ Bo3pacTaomuM T1I000IBITCTBOM U JIETKUM 0€CIOKONCTBOM.

— Tol yBepeH, uTo xo(pdpu... B mopsimke PobepT? — CIIPOCUII OH CTAporo Apyra.

PoGepT HaxMypuiicsi Ha MTHOBEHUE, IIpexkKe YeM eIlle€ pa3 OTKYCUJI OTPOMHBIN KYCOK OT KYpHHOMN
HOXKKHM, KOTOPYIO IepkKaJl B CBOell pykKe.

— OH Tako# yXe mapy gHeii. Hudero, mpunet B cebsi, — yCMEXHYJICS OH, IIOCJie TOTO KaK IOA03Bal K
cebe TPOXOMISIIYI0 MUMO CITyKaHKY.

Hepn 3aMep OT BHe3aIllHEIX BOCIIOMUHAHUY O TOM, KaK OH CMOTpeJI B HUKyHa B OpnuaoMm ['He3ne, Korga
IIOJTyYMJI U3BECTUS O CMepPTHU cBoero OpaTa u oTia B Koponesckoi ['aBanu. OH BCTPSAXHYJI FOJIOBOM,
TIOAIIENIUB BUJIKOM KyCOYEK KYPHULIbI, MBITASICh 3ar/IyIIUTh HEOXKUAAaHHYI0 60/, YTO HajleTesla Ha HeTo.
Craphle paHHI eIleé He 3aKUIIu.

OH TOHS, YTO IIOTEePAJI alllIETUT, ¥ TUXO0 B3OOXHYJI, CMOTPA Ha IIPHHIIA.
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CnepnytomuM yTpoM, [Ixxodpdpu 6ectienbHo Opoaun 3a mpeneiaMid OCHOBHOM KPEIOCTH, UCIILITHIBAS
cnaboe 4yBCTBO HexkaBio. ETo pa3ym OblT MPAaKTUYECKHU IIYCT OT BCSIKUX MBICIIEH, KOTla OH YBUMEN
Jlopnma Ctapka, IporyIuBaoerocs Hemoganéky, ToT €N B HallpaBieHuu boropormiu.

BHe3amHasi, He0ObSICHUMAS SIPOCTh HAMOMHKUIIA ero. OH Pa3bAPEHHO IMOTOMAT 3a HUM, 3aX0[s ITy6xKe
B Boropormy. [I:kodpdpu OEICTPO IOTEPSIT er0 CPENy MeperieTeHu NePeBbeB, U eMy MPUIIUIOCH
BO3BpAIIaTLCS 110 CBOMM CJIefjaM, YTOOB HAWTH TPOIy. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH 00HAPYKKIT MOJTYAIIETO
Jlopma Ctapka Ha KOJIEHSIX, ITepe[l YapapeBOM.

Ixkoddpu neixtsa Bctan. OH MPOIIET C OGHOM CTOPOHEI ITOISHEL K OPYTOH, TpsSCS KylnakaMmu. HakoHer,
OH He BhIfepxXKall.

[TapeHb 3aKpuya cO BCel CUJIH Ha Jagapaa Ctapka, KOTOPHIM IIOCJE 9TOTO B UCIIyTe BCKOYMII C
KoJieH. OH IOTepSJI fap pe4yy, yCTaBUBLIKCH Ha TSXKeJI0 ABIIIAIero HacaegHOr 0 IPUHIa.

— Trl gyMaelub, OHM MOTYT HaC yCHbImaTs?! [lyMaelns, 4TO CMOXKEIIb 4YTO-TO U3MeHuTh?! HeT
HUKaKoro BeiOopa, Ctapk!!! — Kpuyas OH ¢ TOPSIIMMHU T'Ta3aMi, MPUOIUXKasCh. IAmaph Ka3aucs
Iapajn30BaHHBIM OT TAKOTO HETIPUKPHITOTO MPOSIBIIEHUS 3MOINH, NCXOAAMUX oT [IK0opdhpH,
MYYUTENbHBIN TOTOK OpaHy, CIIOBHO KPUK AYIIX 3By4all U3 YCT IIPUHIIA, BEICACHIBAS U3 HETO BCE



JKU3HEHHBIE COKM. — HuUKTO He noMoxkeT HaM, CTapK! — HagPHIBHO BHIKPUKHYJI OH B JIUI0 OOfapay.
[Tocne 9TOTO CUJIHI IOKUHYJIU €T0, U ITAapeHb PYXHYJI Ha CHET, 0e3yTeIlHO PHIas.

Hepn cMoTpen Ha pyxHyBIIyio ¢urypy xobhdpu B cocTossHUY, 6JIM3KOM K ITaHUKE, He TIOHUMAsI, YTO
ITPOMCXOMHUT ¥ KAaKOT0 YEPTA OH JOJIKEH [eJaTh... I09TOMY OH COBEPIIUII IIEPBOE, UTO IIPUIIIO EMY B
TOJIOBY, ITOYTH Ha pedreKcax, BCIOMUHAs TEMHYIO I'PO30BYI0 HOUb, KOTIa OH HallléNl Aphio,
IIavyIIyi0 B OQUHOYECTBE B CBOEHM KPOBATH.

Crapk HakyoHuscs u o6usn [Ixxohdpu. Ero Tsaxénas u Tpscyinascs Gurypa 3acThlia Ha MTHOBEHBE,
TII0CJIe 4ero PhlLaHus YCUIUIKNCE BOBOE, U OH U30 Bcex cuil o0HAn Hepa.
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— Trl mpaBma CNBIIKIIG UX? — crpocun [Ixodpdpu, ¢ KpacHBIMU OT CJIE3 Tlla3aMu, CUIS Ha OTHOM U3
KOpHe! Yapapesa.

Onmapy 3agyMasics Haf BOIIPOCOM, CHsI Ha IPYTOM, COCETHEM KOpPHeE.

— Hamu Boru He 10X0X4 Ha I0XKHBIX, MOU IIPHHII, — HEePEIIuTeIbHEIM rojocoM Hadal Hen. — HukTo
He MOXKeT oTpeboBaTh yCawIaTh pedyb CTapelx Boros, iy roBOPUTh OT UX UMeHU... Ho HEKOTOpEIEe
MOTYT YCJIBIIIATh 9X0 UX IIEN0Ta, — HECKOJIbKO HEeJIOBKO IPOM3HEC OH. JAJapy He IpUHAAIekal K
YUCIIy JI0fe, KOTOpble MOTYT BOT TaK BHE3AITHO B35ITh U BBIJIOXKUTH CBOM yOexkneHus Ha 0003peHue,
10 KpailiHel Mepe He He3HAKOMILY, U TeM 0oJjiee He MyKUKMHe, JTaJHO, MaJIb4YHUIIIKe, YTO OHAXKIEI
CTaHET ero KopoJieéM. M yK TOYHO OH He cTajl Obl 3TOT0 [iefiaTh IPU OOBIYHBIX 00CTOSITEIHCTBAX.

«4T0 XK, 3TO IBHO HEOORIYHbIE 00CTOSITEIHCTBA», — IMOoAyMas Heq HEMHOTO MOTPSCEHHO.
Ixkoddpu oKazascs MOTHOCTHIO YBIIEYEH, U HAKJIOHUJICS BIEPEN, COCPENOTOUYEHHO BHUMAS.
— Kak? — ¢ My4YuTeIbHOU TOCKOU CIIPOCHUJI OH.

dnmmapa, Ka3asioch, 3aMeIKaJiCs C OTBETOM, ¥ HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi OH 00myMbIBa 3TO Mpo cedst. Emy
OBLIIO CTHITHO IIPU3HATHCS, HO HEKAS €T0 YaCTh X0Tela, YTOOH! IPUHII OT pa3ApakKeHus BIIajl B THEB U
YIIEN IPOYb... HO OH BHIEJI, UYTO TaKOTO He ciayuuTcs. [1xKohdpu, BCE Tak XKe, He ABUTASACh, OXKHUOAI
OTBETA CO B3TJIAMIOM IIOJIHBIM TaKOM IeYasu, CIIOBHO eMy He4ero TepPsTh, ¥ eQUHCTBEHHBIM 3BYKOM,
HCXOISIINM OT Hero, OBIJI0O CTPAHHOE COIEeHUe.

— Haur pa3ym To ¥ esio HallOJTHSEeT Hac... MBICJIIMH, BOCTIOMUHAHUSIMHU, OYMaMHu... — 3alyM4YUBLIM
TOHOM TroBopua Hep, ero 3pauku GblTu clerka pacGoKyCHPOBaHHI, IIOKA OH IBITAJICS PAaCcCKal3aTh TO,
YTO YyBCTBOBAJI ¥ [eJIaJl, KOrga ucKas mokosi CTapeix Boros. — 9To BeUHBIN Oer, 4YTO MPOI0IKAETCS
KaXK[Iblil MUT HAIIIEro CyIIeCTBOBAHUS, — IIPOMIOIXKAJT OH, 00BSICHSIST CBOH OLIYIIEHUS, O KOTOPHIE OH
HUKOMY He paccKa3bIBas C TEX IOP, KaK OH OB eIlé MaTbYUIIKON, CMOTPSIIUM Ha BEJIUKOe, IpeBHEE
yapapeBo. — Ho Korpga st 3fech, s IPUCIYIINBAIOCh K MATKOMY IIEJIECTY JIUCTHEB... I CMOTPIO Ha
Me[JIeHHOe TT0KauylBaHKe BETBEN... a 3aTEM...

IIxxopdpu HEOTPEIBHO CMOTPEN Ha HET'0 ITOKPACHEBIIMMY T'lla3aMU, MEPTBOM XBAaTKOH BIENUBIIKCE B
O[IHY U3 BeTBel Yapapesa.

— A 3aTeM? — IIENOTOM CIIPOCHII OH.

Spmapn BITISHYI Ha OOWH U3 KPACHBIX JIUCThEB YapApeBa, KOTOPHIM 0TOPBas BETEP U Telleph MIATKO
YHOCHJI €T0 C TIOJISTHEL.



— Bceé mpocrTo... ocTaHaBnuBaeTcs. TBOM yM... IOTPYXKaAETCS B TUILIUHY, — TUXUM U yOEXKIEHHBIM
ToHOM nIpou3Héec Hep, cam cebe kuBasi. — TBou 4yBCTBa OTIyCKalOT Tebs, a pa3yM OYHUIIaeTCs,
CJIOBHO Pa3roHss TyMaH... TO U eCTh 11enoT Ctapeix Boros.

— Tlokoit, — mpomenTan Ixopdpu.
— ITa, moKo#M, X0Ts1 OB HAa MTHOBEHbE, — CKa3aJl JOmap/, KUBHYB.

Ixobdpu mogHANCS ¥ Havaa 03a00YeHHO 3a7aMbIBaTh pyku. OH CMOTpeN Ha JAaapaa OTYasTHHBIM U
TIOTEPSTHHBIM B3TJISIIOM.

— Trl Hayyuus MeHs 3TOMYy? [Ipomty... — IIONPOCUITI OH €ro.

Sppmapn Ctapk U He 3afiyMbIBasicss 00 9TOM, OH 3HaJ ObI, YTO OTBETUTH, eciu Obl [IxKohdpu OB ero
CBIHOM... HET, OH HE MOXKET IIOCTYIUTh HHAYe.

— Ila, ecnu TH XO4eIllb 3TOT0, — CKa3aJll OH.

— Cnacubo, — npoientan [Oxohdpu, 6pocuBuuch K nopay CTapky u 0OHSIB eT0, KaK TOHYIIXN
MOPSIK, OOHUMAIOIINY CITACUTENIbHEIE 00JIOMKH.

«4TO OHM CHeNlaNy C 3TUM MalbYuKoOM?» — nyMas Hen B ITONIHOM OllelleHeHUH, 1I0Cyie 4ero 00HSII B
OTBET ¥ MATKO IOTJIafusI royioBy [Ixkodpdpu, He obpaiiasi BHUMaHUS Ha 0€33ByYHbIE PHIAAHUS U
MOKDpEIE II0JIOCH], IOSBNISIOIINAECS Ha eT0 OfeXIe.
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