Ixobdpu mpocHycs u 3a0uICs B KPOBATH, ITOCIIE YETO 3ayTalICs B IIPOCTHIHSX M CKATHUIICS Ha IOJL.
Ero npurnyméHnHsi KpuK BEIHYAUI [Ica BOpBaThHCS yepe3 ABEPD U BCTATh Hal MPUHLIEM C KUHKAJIOM,
IIBITAsICh BEICBOOOUTE TOT'O U3 IPOCTHIHEH U OMHOBPEMEHHO 3aIlIUTUTL OT BO3MOXKHOTO YOUUIIEL.

— Yro 3a... — mpobopmoTan Knuras, 3amenuB CUIbHYIO MOIMEYNHY Kpudauiemy Ixohdpu,
IOCTATOYHYIO [JIL TOTO, YTOOHI TOT coKycupoascs Ha Ilce.

Kak TOJIbKO IIPUHIT 0CMOTPEJICS BOKPYT, OH CTaJl Pa3rIsigbIBATh CBOM PYKH, MEIJIEHHO CTubas u
pasrubas ux.

— Cnacwubo, I1éc... — npormenTan [Ixkodpdpu, BCTaBas, a IIOCe CeJl Ha KPOBaTh, MpUKacasiCh K CBOeH
CHOBaA lIeJION KOoXKe.

OH BCIIOMHWJI, KaK KTy4asi arOHUS CTOpalolei MI0OTH CMeHUIaCh 3HaKOMBIMKM MyKaMmu Ilypimypa.
Yro Ol 51 HU Hefall, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BCE CKATHIBAETCS B O€3MHY...
Bo3M0KHO, MOst omm0Ka B OTKJIOHEHUU OT IIPOBEPEHHOT0 My TH.

Oxoddpu kuHyN cebe, Ha uTO [I€C OTpearupoBan HaCTOPOKEHHBIM B3TISIAOM. JIydllle TOBTOPUTh
BCE B TOYHOCTHU KaK B IIEPBLIN pa3... TIOObIE OTKJIIOHEHHUS OT IIyTU BeOyT K BEPHOU CMEPTH... U

[Typmypy.

[TocnenmHsiss MBIC/Ib 3aCTaBuUjIa €ro B3APOrHYTh. [1ocie KaXkaou clenylleld CMepTU TepeTh MyKU
[Typmypa He CTaHOBUJIOCH jierde, Boobie roBops, Ixoddpu roToB OB MOKISCTHCS, YTO CTAHOBUTCS
TOJIBKO Xy2Ke. Ero cunmbHO Tep3ano cobcTBeHHOe Oeccumnye Kak-nmu0o Haka3aTh YKe U3BECTHHIX eMY
npenareney, HO certyac [I:xkohdpu npenmnoyén Ox 3aHATHCS YeM YTOIHO, JTUIIL Obl HE CTAIKUBATHCS
BHOBb C IIPOKJIATHIM [Iypmypom.
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Cnenytomue oy [I:kopdpu mpokuUBaI TOUHO TaKXKe, KakK U B €T0 IIepBOM KU3HU, TTPO cels OH
Ha3bIBaJl 3TO «HOPMAJIbHBIM XO[0M COOBITHY». [IpUHI] CYUTAJI, YTO CEMYac 3TO eAUHCTBEHHBIN CIIOCO0
COXPAHUTH MOJI0KEHNE OTHOCUTENIBHO CTaOUIbHEIM U 130exKaTh BCEM TOM afickoi 60mu. Bectepoc co
BpeMeHeM Bce 0oJbIne 1 60JIbllle TOXOAUI Ha CMEPTEIbHYIO JIOBYIIKY, TOe JII000M HeBEpHBIH 1Iar
MOXKET IMPUBECTH K O0JIe3HEHHOM CMEPTH U eIlé XyAIIeMy — OYXOBHBIM ITEITKaM Iocyie Heé. MiHorma
OH TIOpazKaJsCs TOMY, KaK e OH, Y4EPT BO3bMHU, 3alll€]I TaK JajeKo B CBOEU MepBOM XKU3HU? MOXKeT
nepBas Obl/la MCKIIIOUEHUEM, a BCe OCTaJIbHBIE XKM3HU KaK pa3 601ee HOpMalbHEIMU? JTa BepeHuIla
MBICIIeH 4yTh OBIIIO He TOIIaTHYIa 3apaBoMeicue [Ikobdpu (KOTOpoe U Tak ejle IepKanoch),
II03TOMY OH PEeIIXJI IOMEHbIEe AYMaTh 00 3TOM.

V3-3a OTCYTCTBUS KaKUX-T1M00 CepbE3HEIX N3MEHEeHUH 1T0e3[IKa Ha CeBep Iolia Mo 60blle 4acTu
KaK 0OBIYHO, 32 UCKJTIOYEHUEM OBYX meTasneil. [1epBoii ObIIM TPEHUPOBKU C OpyxkueM. [1ycThb B ero
IIPOLIIION XKU3HU OH ¥ HEe IIPOUTPAI B IMOeIUHKE, HO, KaK HU ITOCMOTPH, OMTBa OBINIa IIPOCTO
YHU3UTENTbHON — Ha Bech 60 KOPOJIh 0KA3aJIiCs 3afiepKaH OOHUM eJUHCTBEHHLIM COJIHATOM
Tupensnos, 4To 6710 aOCOMIOTHO HEMprueMIeMbIM. KpoMe TOTo, TOT COJiaT HaHEC eMy
OTBPATHUTENIbHEIE PAHBI, OT KOTOPHIX [I2K0(hdpu cKopee Bcero ObI CKOHYAJICS... €C/IH Obl I033Ke OHU
€ro He COXKTIIH...

[TpuHI[ B3APOTrHYJI OT BOCIIOMUHAHUY 0 SI3bIKaX IJlaMeHH, CHadasa cjierka 00/IM3bIBAIOIINX eT0 KOXKY,
HO [103XKe IIOOHUMAIOIINXCS BCE BEIIIE U BEIIIE. ..

Takum 00pa30M OH CHOBA B3SJICS 3a TPEHUPOBKY € [IcoM, 1 pe3ynbTaThl IyCTh U ciabklie, HO ObLIH,



Telepb OH MOT BHIIEPKUBAThH OKOJIO YETHIPEX MAPHPOBAHUY B CXBATKaX, YTO IKOOHI st KnuraHna
OB «Ha TIpemdene», BupoueM, [I:xxkodhdpu cUIbHO COMHEBACS, YTO TOT CPaXKaJscCs C HUM Ha IOJTHOM
Cephe3e BO BPEMS ITUX 3aHATHUM. XOTS €Tr0 yCTPauBasio U 9TO, JaxKe MCIOIb3Ys MOJTHBIN KOMIIJIEKT
CMSATYAIOIIUX NOCIIEX0B, OCIe TPEHUPOBKY, ITPHHI] YyBCTBOBAJ ce0s8 KOMKOM 00K U JepbMa.

BTopoii ke u3aMeHeHHOU JeTanbio Oblid pefkue 6ecennl ¢ ero asmen-nmpenaTteneMm Tupuonom. Ero
cTapoe «f» cKkopee BCEro Iopa3uioch U yKacHYJI0Ch Obl ¥ 9TOMY. Ho mociie ux COBMECTHOM OUTBEL BO
Bpems [lagenus Koponesckou ['aBanu... (Hy, ckopee BToporo Ilagerus Koponesckou ['aBany, 1o
Bcell BuauMocT KpacHbiil Bonk nmummmn TuproHa TON0BH Y YapapeBa XappeHxoiia elleé paHblle,
II09TOMY OH He OBbIJT TaM, KOTfia... XpsiCh... XPSCh... XPSCh...)

— [MneMsSHHUK? — CIIPOCHU ero Asysi, COUTHIN ¢ TONKY. BHe3anHo [I:xkoddpu moHsI — OH CHOBa
YCTaBUJICS B CTEHKY IIaTPa, ITOCJIe Y4ero OLICTPO BCTPSIXHYII TOJIOBOM.

— He Gepu B rojioBy, TH Befib pacCKa3biBasl MHE O IJTaBaHUsSX 3a HedputoBsiM MopeM? — cka3aj OH
eMy. Bec cMoTpern ¢ monel M000MBITCTBA, Ha KaTtio O0IbIIEro YeM 06bIYHO, HO GBICTPO MPOIOJIKUIT
pacckasbiBaTh 00 uccimenoBanusix 3a HepputoseiMm MopeM u 0 TOM, KaK MaJjio BEIKUBAET I10CTIE
HalafeHui y2KaCcHBIX MOHCTPOB U 60/1e3Hel, CKPhIBAIOIIMXCS Ha Kpalo U3BeCcTHOTo Mupa. OKa3asocs,
YTO eCJI¥ IIOTPATUTh BpeMs U MOCHyIIaTh ero, To bec pacckasbiBa He0ORYaiiHO HHTEPECHEIE U
3axBaTHIBAIOIIKME UCTOPHUH, IIPUUYEM €71l OH 3TO OMHOBPEMEHHO U MOYYUTENbHO, ¥ 3a0aBHO. EImé
KO€-YTO CUJIbHO 1mopa3uso [[:xkobdpH, KOToa OH MEITAICS... COBMECTHUTH [IBa Pa3/IMYHLIX MHEHUS O €T0
nsime.

Ta aGcomoTHas XxpabpoCTh, KOTOPYIO OH MPOSIBHUII, Pa3roBapyuBasi C HUM U IOMOTast My YCIIOKOUTECS
BO BpeMs aTaku CTaHHKCA. ITO 00CTOSATENbCTBO Oecrmokouso [I:kKohdpu, I03TOMY OH PEIIUs Y3HATh
IIOJIyYIlle CBOETO OSI0 U MOTeHIMaIbHOT0 youiiy. OgHaKo 3TO JIUIIbL YCUITUII0O cOMHeHus [:xkohdpu.
Ecnu oH He TBITANICST OCKOPOUTH UM TOAMETHL beca, a TpoCTo caguiics U CAyIa, TO MPUHII
0CO3HaBaJI, YTO TOT ¥ B CaMOM [ieJie MOXKeT paccka3aTh MHOT0e 000 BCEM Ha cBeTe. MoxeT naxe bec
OBLTT BEPXOBHBIM MEMCTEPOM B KaKOM-HUOYIb U3 CBOUX ITPOIIIHIX XKU3HEN ?

Ho sTa nepemeHa 13 OCTPOYMHOT'0 OAAU B IIOTEHIMAILHOTO IlapeyOuiilly Muillb CUJIbHee BCTPEeBOXKMUIa
Ixobdpu. OH XKe He BHIHYAUI beca CBOMMU JeHCTBUSIMYU HEB3JIIOOUTH €r0 HACTOJIBKO CUJILHO... HE
TakK Iu’?

— Ectb B TebOe uTO-TO 04YeHb AypHOoe, [IxxKopdpu.

OH BHOBB ITPOUTHOPHUPOBAI ronoc Iggapaa Ctapka.

)%k

B oCcHOBHOM IIPUHI] IIPOBOAMII CBOe BpeMs B BunTepdese nepeurpriBas IPoLIIbie COORITUS, YTO
OKa3aJioCh He0OBIYaliHO CJI0KHO. ET0 cOOCTBEHHOE BeUHOEe HBIThe U HaCMEIIKH, KOTOPHIMU Oblia
II0JIHA ero IepBas XU3Hb, Tellepb Hafloealu U YTOMIISITIA ero caMmoro. [Tocye Toro, Kak OH ObLI
HECKOJIbKO Pa3 3afaylueH [lymuTeneM, pacloTPOIIEH MeYyoM, pa3apobiieH 0o caMol mocaenHen
KOCTOYKU CBOET0 TeJla, 3a[ylleH BHOBb U 3aXKUBO COXKXKEH... HEKOTOPhIE Bellly IepecTaiu Ka3aTbCAa
CTOJIb CTOSIIMMU BHUMaHUS. TeM He MeHee, U3MeHeHue IIyTU O3HavyaeT CMePTh, TUIIb II03TOMY OH
IIPOMOJIZKAJ 3T0. Teneps IPUHI XKaJloBajicA Ha To, 4To cup Poxapuk u Bpan CTapk UCIOIB3YIOT
HaCTOSIINe MeUH, XOTs ceidac 9To OblI0 nuileMepueM. BripoueM, Ha caMoM fefie, OH KyZa 0oJIbIie
IIPeANoYnTall MOeAUHKYN C TPEHUPOBOYHLIMU Me4aMu, IIPX 9TOM OyIy4Hd MOJTHOCThIO 3aKOBAHHBEIM B
cMsryalme gocrnexu. Tperupysick 6e3 Hux, [Ixxohdpu omyiman ce0st ogHUM O0IBIIEM KOMKOM
6omu. A menaTh 3TO XkKe C HACTOSIIIEH CTabIo ObII0 OB IIPOCTO... UAMOTU3MOM.

Bbpan Ctapk, Kak u Bcerfia, nafgan ¢ Pa3pyuennon bamruu, u [Ixkoddpu npepmnosnarani, 4To OH



HOJIKEH OBbLJT OTIIPABUTh TOTO YOUMITY €II€ Pa3 MOMKITaThCI U30ABUTHCS OT HETO (U MOTEPIETh
Heynmayy) ... 03XKe, oIpaBgaHue OJisl 9TOro IpoMaxa Ka3aJioCh Y2KaCHO TJIYIBIM... OH 3IUICS Ha
bpana npocto gnd... BUga...?

Ecnu eMy ymacTcs mepexuTh CBOIO CBafib0y B 9TOT pa3, OH HEIIPEMEHHO IPHUAEPKUT CBOUX HAEMHEBIX
youii misi 60jlee akTyalnbHBEIX TPp06JIeM Ha HbIHeIIHee BpeMs, O0ymab To CTapku win HeT. Ho BCE Xe,
OH ORI JOBOJIEH, KOTHOa OHM MOKKUHYNMH BunTtepdemnn. [Ixodhdpu mpukuHyI, 4TO OH GBI YOUT, UTH XKe
ObLn1 youiinielt 60mblle, YeM IMOOBAHB CTapKOB... BOOOIIE BCEM UM JIyUllle OCTaBaThCS B CBOEM
CHEXKHOM afy. K coxalleHuo, OHU OISATh Ke B3S/IH OBYX NEBYOHOK HA 10T, OH CHOBA BCTYIIUI B
KOH(MIUKT ¢ Apbei, TOu3eBaBIINCh Hal KaKUM-TO MIe6eicKuM PeOEHKOM, a TaKKe OblT YKYIIeH
KPYIIHBIM BOJIKOM.
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CoOBITHST Pa3BUBAIMCh, IPOXOAUIN Hefemu... u CTapk chesna CBOM Xof. [ JIsas Ha3aj B 9TO MPOIITIOe,
€My BCe 9TO Ka3aJI0Ch ITOCTAaHOBKOM. PacTyIllee HampsxKeHue, Oyajb C eTo asmel [xkelMe Ha yIuIax,
CMEPTH €0 OTIIa BO BPEMS OXOTHL... 3TO OBIJIO XKYTKO, 6YOTO BCE MPOUCXOMSIIEe BeJIO JIUIIh K
TIOTPYKEHUIO eT0 KOPOJIEBCTB B Xa0C ¥ BOMHY... BIpoueM OH MOHMMAJ, YTO 3TO JIKIIE HIITIO3US.
Bcero omyH HepaBUILHEINA BEIOOP MOXKET BHIBECTH (M BBIBEMIET) BCE M3-IIOM KOHTPOJIS, a OH BHOBb
OymeT u30UT OO0 CMEPTH IICUXOBAHHBIM BOJIKOM MITH K€ CTAaHET TOIIMBOM [JIs1 KaKOT0-HUOYIb
MHJIEHBKOT0 KOCTepKa. OmsaTh XKe, JIydille He pUCKOBATh.

Ero oxBaTuia CBOETo0 pofa... anaTus? Kaxmwlil TaHIIeBal O MEJIOAUI0 Cyab0Obl, ¥ TONBKO OH UMeT
BO3MOXKHOCTh U3MEHUTD YTO-TH00. DTO MOIKHO OBIIO GBI 32CTABUTH €I'0 YYBCTBOBATEL CE0ST CTOJIb XKe
MOTYIIIeCTBEHHEIM, CJIOBHO 60Ta, HO TIOCJIe BCETO CITYYMBIIETOCS OH JIMIID OLIYIIA TSIXKKOe
0eCIIOKOMCTBO, 3alyMbIBAsiCh O TOM, HACKOJILKO K€ BCE MOXKEeT IOUTH He TakK.

Crapk BOIIEN B IOMeIIeHNE, COITPOBOKOAEMBIN CBOEU OPYXKUHOU U 30JI0THIMU Inamamy, a [Ixohdpu
JKe TIOIBITAJICS BCIIOMHUTD, YTO OH TOBOPHJI B TOT pas.

Bce ¢ HanpsikeHHO CMOTPENHU APYT Ha ApyTa, BOUHH IePKaJKiCh 3a PYKOSITHA Meuel U OPEBKU KOIUH,
Me[IJIeHHO ITepefiBUrast HOTH, BCTaBasl B CTOMKY, TOTOBBIE K 1000 BHE3aITHOM BCITHIILIKE HACUIUA... U
[xopdpu 4epTHIXHYICA.

— IIpekmoHUTECH TIEPEN CBOUM KOPOJIEM, nopa CTapK, ¥ BH CMOXKETe MUPHO BEPHYTHCS Ha CBOU
3eMiu Ha CeBepe, — yrpozKarollle MPOU3HeCa ero Marth.

— 4 Kemao, YTOOL MOSI KOPOHAIIHS COCTOSIIACh Yepes... — YEPT BO3bMHM, 9TO OBIJIO IBE HEMIe/IH WK
opgHa? [lymal, 4EPT BO3bMH.

Ero mate u CTapk CMOTpEeNu Ha HEro, MOKa OH Pa3MBIIIIIA.
bnagaagaTh... He 4epe3 Mecsdl Xke... IpaBujbHO...? HeT, 1 yBepeH...

Bcé Gosbirie 1 6osbIlie JIUI TOBOPAYUBAIOCH K HEMY, TIOKA OH COCPEIOTOYEHHO PHIJICS B CBOUX
BOCIIOMUHaHMAX. He MOUmET XKe BCE B MEKJIO, eCIIK OH IIPOCTO CKaXKeT He Te CJIOBA... Bellb TakK?

XpsCh... XpACh... XpsCh

CTapK BHITIIAOEII CJIIETKa 03aJa4Y€HHEIM, IIOKa ,[[}KO(b(pr/I B HaHpH}KeHHOfI COCPEeqoTOYEeHHOCTH
nepeGHpaH CBOHY BOCIIOMHWHAHMA, IBITasiCh BCIIOMHUTL, U CHUP BappI/ICTaH OT'JIAHYIICA, YTOOBI
YOOCTOBEPUTECA B TOM, B IMOPAOKE JIN TOT.



— XXXMMMMMMM TIOIII0 OHO. «Hemnensi», —HaKOHEeIl TPOXU3HEC OH.

InuHHAS TIay3a CJIeTKa ocnabuna HaIIPAXKeHNe B KOMHATE, U COJIAATEI HEJIOBKO ITIOCMOTPEIX OPYT Ha
apyra.

Ixoddpu nmoyecasn CBOIO TOIOBY.

— 41 xenat, 4TOOBI MOSI KOPOHAIIHS COCTOSIIaCh Yepe3 Hemeno? — Bpofae OBl CIIPOCHI OH, Kavast
ronosoi. — Apx.! Uépt Bo3pmu! Torma Ovino nBe Hemenu! [a, yepe3 aBe Hemenu! — moOaBUII OH.

CTapK CTPAaHHO Ha HEro CMOTpeEJI, ITI0Ka TOT IIBITAJICA BEICKAa3aThk CBOIO YaCThb.

— Xoporo... mpogonxkanTe! — HacToruuBo npousHec [Ixxopdpu. OH Ke He UCIIOPTHUI BCE... OH...
BeOnL?

BoT 4épT — BOT YEPT — BOT YEPT
CTapk CITOBHO ObI BCTPSIXHYJI TOJIOBOM, MOCTaBas MMepraMeHT U3 CBOEr0 KapMaHa.

— Cup BappucrtaH, HUKTO B 9TO KOMHATe He COMHEBAETCs B TOM, UTO BEl YeJIOBEK YeCTH, — CKa3all
OH, IlepefaBasi MyX4HnHe [IUCHMO.

[laaaaaaaaaaaaaa!
OpyxuHHUKYA CTapKa ObIM y2Ke MepTBH, Korga [Ixxobdpu ¢ 061eryeHneM OnyCTHIICS Ha CBOM TPOH.
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Ixobdpu TPUXOOUIOCH CAEPKUBATEL Ce0s1, UTOORI HE COPBAThCS B IIJISIC U HE HAaYaTh IIETh, ITI0KA OH
OeclieTbHO TPOTYIUBAJICS 0 HUXKHUM YpoBHIM KpacHoro 3amMka. «Bcé mpocTo ornuuno! U ecnu
TIOBE3€ET, TO OCTaJIbHEIE IoMa BecTepoca OynyT ciemoBaTh CBOEMY ITyTH, BCE OYHET Tak, Kak u
MOJKHO OBITH», — OyMaJl OH, TPOXOMs MUMO P2KaBhIX BOPOT y barmHu [[eCHUIIEL.

BHe3ammHO OH IOYYBCTBOBAJI IBUXKEHUE 3a CIUHOM. B oguH Mur, TBEpno BOUTHE pedieKcH (B
OCHOBHOM BOUTHIE XKeJlaHNEeM He ObITh 3aKOJIOTHIM B CIIUHY B BuTBe y UepHOBOOHOM UIIK BO BPEMS
[Tagenust KoponeBckoi ['aBaHM) 3aCTaBUJIK €T0 Pa3BEPHYTHCS, OMHOBPEMEHHO 0OHaXKas CBOU
HaJeXHHN Med.

ITosagu Hero okalanach Apbs CTapk, C MOKPACHEBIINM U 3aljaKaHHBIM JIAIIOM OHa CMOTpena Ha
HEeTro, CXKuMas KaKyl-TO KOPOTKYIO palupy... IOKPHITYI0 KPOBbIO.

Yro6 Tebs... cynpba?
Temeps BCE PUCKYeT NTOKMTHU HAIlEPEKOCSK.

— ¢4 HU4Yero He BUMEJ, THl HUYETO He BUfeJla, — CKa3aJl OH eM, mejias Inar Hasaf U YCIOKauBaolle
OJHUMAas PYKH. [IpoIry, IPoCTO YXOAH, IPOIILY, IIPOCTO YXOOH, IIPOIITY, IPOCTO YXOOH.

Apbﬂ, Ka3aJIoCh, CAelialia Imar Ha3ald... a 3aTeéM B3BU3THYJIa U, CJIOBHO KOIIIKA, 6pOCI/IJ'IaCb IIpsAIMO Ha

Hxoddpu.

«ManeBpupyu», — npopsrdarn [1€c B ero ronose, korga [Ixkoddpy Havyan napupoBaTh aTakH.

Bort uepr... [lapupoBanue... Ecnu oHa ymper... [Tapuposanue... KpacHbiii Bonk npugert 3a MHOU...



[TapupoBaHue...

KakuMm-To gyymom oTOUB mmocnenHui yoap, [Ixkopdpu cMor oTOPOCUTE €€ Med B CTOPOHY U CO BCEH
CUJIBl YAAPUTh B JIUIO... 3TO OB Nt0O6uMBIM puéeM [Ica. OHa oTIeTeNna B CTOPOHY U yOapuiach
roj0Bo¥ 00 KOJIOHHY, yIaB Ha 3eMJIi0 6e3 CO3HaHHU4.

OT/IUYHO... s B [IOJIHOU 3a[HHUIIE.

OH nompo6oBaJj IPOBEPUTH MYJIbC, KaK MPOKIIATEIY BceMU bec moka3bwiBan eMy. Bponie oHa Obinia
xkuBa. B KpacHoMm 3amke. Em€ ogHa pa3MeHHas MOHETa B COBEPIIEHHO HEKOMIIETEHTHHIX PyKax ero
ceMmbH... OHU HaBepHSAKa HaUOyT O Heé KaKoe-HuOyab 0€3yCI0BHO BaXXHOE IPUMEHEHUE. .

OHU He UCIIOPTST BCE elll€ pa3, He TaK Iu?
«Kak e s ycTan», — MPOILENTa rojioc B roynose [Ixobdpu.
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Ixobdpu marasn 13 CTOPOHHEL B CTOPOHY B OOHOU U3 TEMHBIX, CHIPHIX ITel[ep, YTO IPOHU3BIBANIN
Kpacurniii 3aMok. «ITogyMaTh TOJIbKO, TaprapruaHsl JOMKHEI ObIJIA OB JaBHO 3aTKHYTh BCE OBIPHL B
CBOEY T'JIaBHOM KPEIMOCTH», — OyMaJl OH, He UCIBLITHIBAS HU KallJId TOYTEeHUS.

OH 1mararn, u 1maraii, ¥ marar.
— BJIATH!.. IEPBEMO!.. «TUTBbKW!» —roBopua 0OH, MOCNEOHSIS YacTh MIPUIIIa U3 JIeKCHKOHa beca.
Ceprli XOJIMUK IIepe[ HUM 3allleBeNIUIICS, II0C/ie OT HeTro pa3falics CTOH.

ManenbKasi, Tpsi3Has TOJI0BKA BHITJISIHY/IA OTTYAa, OCMaTPHBask BEPEBKU, KOTOPEIMU OHA ObIa
00Bs3aHa.

— Tel! — oH pa3BepHyncs K Apbe. — [la T XOTh IIpeACcTaBsgelns, 4To Tel HaTBopuiaa! HeT?! BoT ThI
Ol X0Tea, YTOOR TeOs MCII0Ih30BaIM KaK PACTONKY B OTHEHHOM IIPefiCTaBIeHUH Ha 1IePeMOHUN
KopoHanuu CTaHHHCA?! — BBIKPUKHYJ OH C HEOXKHUAAHHBIM CapKa3MoM, 0 KOTopoM caM [xxodpdpu u
He T1003peBall.

— ...Xa? — BEIPA3UTEJIbHO IIPOM3Heca Apbs.

— Xorena Obl TEL OKa3aThCS B POJIM MeIIKa C KOCTSIMH, KOTOPhle KPOIIaT MOJIOTKaM# B KOCTSIHYIO
MyKy?! — KPUKHYJI OH, YCEBILIUCH IIepefi HEU U TAKeJ0 3abllIasB.

— ...yXM, — XMBIKHYJIa Apbsi, IepeMUHAasACh, CKOpee BCETO fielias MOMbITKYA BEIOPaThCSA U3 BEPEBOK.

— Cnymat ctoga, riaymnas cydyka CtapkoB! BoT kak Mul moctynumM! {1 ocBo60xKy Te0sI, a TH MOUAENIb U
CHeaellb TO, UTO cobupanach caenaTh 4O TOr0, KAK MBEl BCTPETUIINCE... JIafHO?! — CKa3al OH Tak,
YTO 3TO 0OJIBIIIE TOXOOUIIO Ha IIPOCHOY.

— To, 4To0... 1 cobupanack? — HeJOyMEeHHO BOIIPOCHJIa OHa, BCTPSIXUBAS I'0JI0BOM B HEITOHMMAaHUH.
— JIa! 3T0... TH Beb MOMHHUIIB, YTO 3TO OBIIO, a? — mouHTepecoBaics Ixobdpu.
— $1-a mpocTo x0Tesa coexkaTh! — OTBETHIIA OHA, C IPOCTHI0 CMOTPS Ha HETO.

OH u3MeHun coOrITus. Teneps eciu MPOCTO OTIIYCTUTH €€, OHa Oy[eT IoMaHa eIle 10 TOro, Kak



nokuHeT KpacHblil 3aMOK.

O oorwu...
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KpriTas 1moBo3Ka CO CKpUIIOM KaTUJlaCh K BHYTPEHHUM BopoTaM KpacHoro 3amka.

— CTosATh! — BBIKPUKHYJI OOWH U3 KPAaCHBIX IIJIallle, OCTaHaB/IUBas JIOlIael, U 3allarajl K CUEHbI0
BO3HMYEro. — [IpuKa3oM MaTepHu-KOPOIeBHl BCE NBUXKEHHUE... Ballla CBETIIOCTL?! — OILIeIOMIEHHO
CIIPOCHII OH.

— Jlayt MHe TpoexaTh, UMEHEM TBOET0 KOpOoJd... — IpuKa3al [:kobdpu ¢ cugeHbs BOSHUYEro0, Kavas
TOJIOBOM.

— K-xopons Jxodpdpu! He y3uan Bac! Ceitgac ke OTKPHITh BOPOTa! — KPUKHYJI I'Bapheell.

[xkoddpu MUk eme pa3 KauyHys TOJIOBOM U B3TOXHYII.
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«A Beb 0O CETOOHSIIHEr0 AHSA I HUKOTTa He HHTePeCcoBasiCs TeM, KaK yIIpaBiasTh IOBO3KaMu», —
3Ta UCKJIIOYUTEIIbHO T0Ie3Hasi MBICIIb TpocKouuna y [Ikoddpu, moKa IoBo3Ka C FPOXOTOM HeCJach
o ynuaM Koposesckoy ['aBaHy — J101IaAy OJTHOCTHIO BBILIJIA M3-10J KOHTPOJIA.

«Borock, 4To, ecnu s cefdac ympy, MHe OyIeT HaCTOJIbKO CTBIOHO, UTO 5 y2Ke He MPOCHYCh», —
fecrmeyHo myMas OH, KOTMia TOPTOBI[E OBOIIAMK pa30eraauch C ero IMyTH, IOCyIe TOBO3Ka Bpe3asach
IIPSIMO B JIOTOK C PHIOOH.

Boreto cynb0r, [IxkK0pOPHU HE yMeED, €r0 BCET0 JIUIIL BHIOPOCUIIO BIEPEN, ¥ OH yHapuics o0 cTeHy
OIMXKAUIIero noMa.

['pynna pa3o3/nE€HHBIX IPOCTOIONXHOB coOpaiach BOKPYT ITOBO3KH, IoKa [xXopdpu nogHUMacs ¢
3eMny, OarKas CIOMaHHYI0 PYKY, 4To OonTanack mieTsio. OH, CIIOTHKAACh BEPHYJICS K IIOBO3KE.

— Cnymma#, Tl MOXKeIllb OCTaBUTh Nomtazfel cebe, Tonmbko SATKHMChH! — KpuUKHYI OH Ha Bllafiesblia
JI0TKa ¢ priboii. EMy ciemoBaso Okl HaHM3aTh €r0 Ha MeY, KaK OJHY U3 ero PeIOMH, HO IepBast KU3Hb
Hay4yuJia ero, YTO Jy4llle TPUKIE OCKOPOUTDH, HO He pa3MaXUBaTh MEUOM, 1 U30eKaTh BOCCTAHUS.
Hert yXk, crmacu6o, IpsiMoO cefiyac eMy He HYKHO BOCCTAHMe.

OH OTKpHII 3a4HIOI0 IBEPIY KapeTHl yileNieBIlel PyKOW U CBOMM Me40M pa3pe3all BEePEBKHU
OIyTHIBAOIIKE APEIO.

— IlpocTo menaii... To, YTO AyMala CHemaTh... — CKa3aln [[Kodhdpu, 6pPOCUB eil panupy u 0OCTOPOKHO
CHernaB IIar Ha3amd. Apbs MOT4a CMOTpesia Ha Hero.

— ITouemy? — 3apaia OHa IPOCTOM BOIIPOC CO CTPAHHOU CMeChI0 6/1arofapHOCTH U HENOYMEHUS.
CmoTps Ha eé BhIpaxeHue nuia, [[:xxobdpu 4yBCTBOBaI B cebe HEOORYHYIO TOPAOCTb.

— Wpou, — ckasain oH, PAa3BEPHYBIIUCH U 3alllaraB IIPOYb. EMy OBLITO IIPHUATHO OT TOI'O, 4YTO €ro
OIIEHMJIKM Ha 3TOT pas...

3aTeM OH BCIIOMHHJI, YTO €My HY2KHO COeJIaTh C JIOPAOM CTapKOM.



Ixxoddpu B3moxHy . Bpsig mu oHa OymeT Takxke GaromapHa, KOra OH OTPYOUT eMy T'OJIOBY...

[TapeHb OIYMas O TOM, UTO eMy NMPENCTOUT caoenaTh. KpoBb mpenaTens, BEITEKAIONas U3
OTPYOJIEHHOU TOJIOBEL. ..

«EcTb B Tebe 4TO-TO 04eHb fAypHOoe, [Kohdpr», — yCIbiian oH ¥ ce0s B TOJIOBE IIENOT YMUPAIOLIETO
nmopaa Ctapka. OH 0TOPOCUIT 9TH MBICIH ITPOYE.
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ToT e caMblil TBapfeel] BHTSHYICS, OTKPHIB BOPoTa KpacHOro 3aMKa... ¥ 4yTh He 3aKPhUT UX OT
y’Kaca, yBUEB CBOET0 KOPOJIS.

— Barma cse...?

— Hu. «CnoBa», —mpousHéc [Ixodhdpu xpomas depe3 BOpoTa, IPUAEPKUBas CBOI0 O€CII0Ie3HYI0
PYKY U B 0011[eM BBITJISIOSA KaJKO.

Jlyuire 651 OHO TOTO CTOUJIO. ECNiM 2Ke BCE OMSTh MOUAET IIpaxoM, 5 yKe He 3Halo, UTO TOTfia [eJaTk...
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Bce mornuanu, Hapop Xpajl pellleHus cBoero KopoJs. [Ilokupylolee OTKpOBEeHUE, U3MeHa JIy4Ilero
Apyra IIOKOMHOT0 KOPOJISl Ka3ajlaCh HEBEPOSITHOM. ..

Ixohdpu momMsics, yxaxkuBast 3a CBOeH yxKe IepeBsI3aHHON PYKOMH, IIBITAsICh CKPBIThCS B TEHU
CBOEro Kpeciia, HO IOoTepIieB Heynayuy. [leHb BeIgascs kapkuM u [Ixohdpu MenneHHO
TIO/I?KapUBAJICS IO TIOTyJeHHBIM COJTHIIEM.

Bce cmotpenu Ha Hero. Ox, TOYHO, MOU YepPES.

— KoporneBckuM npaBoCcygueM... — Hadal OH... YTO Xe UMEeHHO TO Torfa ckasail...?
TonmbKO He 9TO IEePHMO elIll€ pas.

OH ycTasno B3OOXHYI. f IPOCTO X0Uy IIPUIIEYb...

— IMpaBocymueM... ax, K uépty. Cup MnuH, CHeCuTe eMy rojioBy, — ImpuKa3as oH. OH pa3gpaxkeéHHO
IIPUKPEII CBOM VIIIM B OTBET Ha BCKPHUK Mafawiei B 00Mopok CaHCH, B MOMEHT, KOTfla T0JI0OBa JIopaa
Crapka Ovin1a oTpy0sieHa, ero MaTh BopYasla, II0Ka JeBYOHKA ITHITANIach TPOOUTHCS K CBOEMY OTIY U
OCTAHOBUTEL Hen30exkHoe.

Ikoddpu MOUyBCTBOBAJ, YUTO OH...
Ycran.
— Ilomnu, I1éc, — cKa3aj OH, BCTaBas, ¥ HAIlPaBUJICS K CBOEH JIOIIAIH.
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YuTas coobiIeHus, MoCTaBIsieMble BOPpoHaMH, [I:kKo(pdpu ¢ TpeBOroi ciuemgun 3a xomoM «BouHe! [TsaTu
Koponeti», KOTOpyIo Ha3Ba/Iu TakK HE3a0IT0 [0 ero nepBoi cMepTu. OH BIIepBHIE TOYYBCTBOBAN CTHIL
3a CBOM HEeWCTBUS, KOTaa Boiicka CTaHHKCA CTydaiu B aBepu. M3 KpacHoro 3aMka mpubbI
IIOCBHIIBHBIY U TIEpefall, YTO er0 MaTh X04YEeT YBUMETh €T0, HO IapeHb He MOT PELIUTHCS, KaK eMy



IMOCTYIIUTD.

— Ixoddpu, ecnu TH He OyelIb cpaxkKaThCs 3a HUX, TO I0YEeMY OHU [OJIXKHEI CpaXkKaThCs 3a Te0s?!
— BOCK/IMKHYJ bec, &KecTaMu IOKa3blBas Ha COJIAT, YTO OTOBCIOAY HaOofany 3a HUMH, 5X0
B3PLIBOB JUKOI'0 OTHSI Pa3HOCUJIOCH HaMl TOPOLOM U raBaHLIo.

Ero He Tak BOITHOBA/IM CONAATHL... HO OH He X0TeJl, YT00 ero BUAeN: TPycoM. To, UTO CIIy4YHIOCh B
TIEPBHIH pas... OBITE HECIIOCOOHBIM 3AIUTUTL COOCTBEHHYIO CTOMIYY, 03HAYAJIO IT030p [JIT MOHapXa
rocymapcTBa. Ho anpTepHaTHBa IOgpa3yMeBaeT CO3MaHKe HOBOTO IIYTH... @ 3TO UMEET IOCIeCTBHUS.

OroHb HETEPIEeIUBO PBETCS K €r0 JIUILY, IOTJIolas Telo, CIOBHO FOPAIIYI0 APEBECUHY...
Her, aTtoro He nmoBTOpPUTCS!
— MHe... MHe XaJb, OS[s1, — CKa3aJ/ OH, YVOUBJIEHHBIM TOMY, UTO €My JeHCTBUTENIBHO OBINIO JKaJlb.

— Cup Bopoc, cup MepuH, BH OyfeTe IpefCcTaBlIsATh KOPOJIS BO BpeMsi OUTBHL... Yauu, — TOBOPUII
OH, CIIyCKAasCh II0 JiecTHHUIIEe. [IoKa OH WIEN C MOChIIbHEIM 00paTHO B KpacHbI 3aMOK, OH YyBCTBOBAJI,
B3TJISIABL CONIAAT, HallpaBlieHHBIE eMy B CIMHY. OH XOTeJI 3aKpHh4aTh UM, YTO 3TO € AUHCTBEHHBIN
BO3MOXKHEIM BapuaHT! X0TeJl 3aCTaBUTh UX CTPaAaTh, 3a TO, YTO OHU BBIHY[AUIM €T0 IOYYBCTBOBATh
cebs Tpycom!

Y menHsa HeT OPyTroro BeIXOHOa. TONMBKO TaK BO3MOXKHO BHIKUTh.
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JIumb Korga npubsiiy Tupessisl (1 He Hayalld BEIPe3aTh 30JI0THIX Ialmei), xohdpu cmor
BBITOXHYTH C o6ymeryenueM. CTaHHUC OBITT pa3rpomiieH, a JIaHHUCTEPE! mobenunu. EMy mpuInochk
TePIenrBo HaOIIomaTh 3a TeM, C KAaKOH ITOMIIe3HOCThI0 MPUOBLI €T0 e, HO 3TO TOTO CTOMJIO. Becé 3To
TOT'0 CTOHIJIO.

Kyma menee npusaTHEIM ObI710 HaOMOOaTh 3a COORITUSIMU Cllefytomiero yrpa. CMOTpeTh Ha TO, Kak
TailiBuH Bbe3kaeT B TPOHHBIN 3aj Ha rpébaHol jouragy ObLIO0 BhIIIe ero cujl. [ToueMy Ha joinagu?
HecMoTps Ha BCIO er0 CephE3HOCTH M CYPOBOE TIOBEfieHue, eTo el UMeTl TallaHT K ipaMaTh3My, a
pa3Mep ero caMmoJjIo0us TOYHO IIPEBOCXOIUIT pa3MepPHl BHIIEYIIOMSHYTOM JIOIIaAH.

Korma on Bomén, [:xxodpbpu MpoBO3TIacui:

— 4, [Ixxodpdpu u3 moma bapaTeoHOB, IePBLIM 3TOT0 UMEHH, 3aKOHHBIN Koposnb AHpanos u [IepBrIX
JTropeit, JIopn Cemu KoposeBcTB 1 3aluTHUK ['ocymapcTBa, IPOBO3rallalo MOero fena, TaliBuHa
JlanHuctepa, Crnacurenem ropofa u [lecHuiiei Koposus!

[Tpou3sHeceHOo 3TO ObIJIO ¢ 6OMBIIKUM TPYHOM... [Ipu Bcelt ero gobnectu, TallBUH TakK U HE IIOMOT BO
BpeMs KOHTpaTaKu. ApMuUs 3anafHbIX 3eMellb BCE eIé HaXoaunach B XappeHXoJiie, ¢ y2KacoM
HaOmonas 3a mercTBusiMu Monopnoro Bonka. KTo meiicTBUTENBHO cHena BCio paboTy, Tak 3TO
Tupennel ¥ KOHEYHO XKe bec, mepenoMuBIIyi X0 OUTBE, Yer0 HUKTO He IIPU3HaJl.

Korga HagMeHHBIH yOITIOMOK OTOIIEN, TI00e3HO Mpou3Hecs: «barogapio, Balla CBETIOCTh», OCTABIISS
3a cobo¥ nomaguHoe OepbMO 110 BeeMy 1oy, :xxkohdpu Br3Ban beiinuia u Harpagui ero
XappeHxXoJIjIoM, Kak ¥ B MPOIIbIi pa3. [xohdpu OB HCKPEHHE YOUBIEH TOMY, YTO KTO-TO MOXKET
BHITJISITETh HACTOIBKO 0€300UIHEIM, IIPU 3TOM 00JTafasi TaKUM OONbIINM BIUsSHUEM. TakXke OH He
3a0bIJT, 4TO B IPYTO#M XKKU3HU, belnuin opranu3oBal anbaHc ¥ Opak Tupensos... ¢ KpacHEIM MaTh €ro,
BomnkomM.



Jlyy4iie eMy He BCTaBaTh Ha €TI0 ITyTH U OCTABAThCS B XappEHXOIIIIe.

EnvHCTBEHHOM MOJIOXUTENTBHOM CTOPOHOM BO BCEM 3TOM CTalla ero Harpaaa, Maprepu. KoneuHo, oHU
TIOBTOPUJIM BECh CIIEKTAKJIb TaKXkKe, KaK U B TOT pa3. Jlopac mpoBo3riacuil, 4yTo [[:xkohdpu KEeHUTCS
Ha Maprepu, B KaueCTBe Harpajbl 3a ero noMolls JJaHHUCTepaM B TPYAHYI0 MUHYTY. Ero Math u
BEPXOBHHIN MelicTep [1uilens yCTPOUIN HeIIoXoe NpefCcTaBlieHne s IPUABOPHEIX, 00CyXKaas
BO3MOXKHOCTb PACTOPXKEHUS IIOMOJIBKY ¢ CaHCOU, B COOTBETCTBUY C 3aKOHOM U Bojel 60roB. U Tax,
0e3 Mareliniero Tpyna, OH pa3MeHs Mo 60blei yacTy Oecrone3nyio 1 HauBHyI0 CaHCy, Ha Kyaa
Oonee mogxomAIIyio eMy Maprepu.
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[Mocnenyomye OHY U Hefeny ObITK Ky[a IpusiTHee, ¢ HuM Oblsla Maprepu, CTaBIIas ero HeBEeCTOM.
OHa Bcer/ia roBopuJjia IOOXOMSINUe CI0Ba, BOCXBAJIAIA €T0, ¥ MIPEKIOHIIAach IIpef] BoJel CBOero
KOPOJIsi, B MOMEHTHI, KOT{Ia 3TO ObIJI0 yMeCTHO. Be3ycioBHO, oHa GblNa HaeanbHOU KOPOJIEeBOH, CO
CBOeH rpalue ¥ KpacoTOH, a TaKXke, B OTIHYUU 0T CaHCH], OHA He BHITJIAIeNa [eIbIMKA THSIMHU Tak,
C710BHO OBlIa TOTOBA B J1I000# MOMEHT PacCIlylaKaThCs.

Opnako... Kazanochk, 4To oHa Obl/Ta U3TUIITHE HACTOMYUBOM, ITHITASICh YBECTH €T0 OT HEKOTOPHIX
peleHu u IpuBecTH K ApyruM. [Toce nmapet 6ecen ¢ Hel [I:xkopdpu 0OHAPYXKUI, YTO... IPUHSIT
peleHne, ¢ KOTOPHIM He OBIJT COTTIaceH paHee. ITO HAUMHAJIO 0€CIIOKOUTh. Takxke, OH He TIOMHUT,
yTOOBI OHA Bejla ce0s Tak B €ro IepBOM KU3HU... UM XKe NIpUunHa B HEM? HeyxXenu 0H KaKUM-TO
00pa3oM U3MEHHUTT ITPOUCXOMSINEE, XOTS MPAKTUYECKHU CIEN0BAJI II0 TOMY K€ CaMOMY ITyTH B 3TOT
pas?

BompocoB cTaHOBUIOCH BCE OOJbBIIE. ..

[To GombIed YaCTH [abIlle BCE IJI0 «HOpManbHO»: KpacHas CBambba, 6ercteo CtanHMCa Ha Cesep,
a Takxke Apyrue Mago3aMeTHble coObiTHsI. OH MOYyBCTBOBAJ, OYATO KaMEeHb CBAJIUIICS C €T0 IIJIeY,
Korpa npou3omna KpacHast ceapb0a. Teneps 3Has, UTO yrpo3a, CBA3aHHas ¢ KpacHeM BonkoMm,
pas3pelusnack, OH MPAaKTUYECKU TOTOB OB IPOCTUTh CBOEMY ey ero Aep30CTh. [IpakKTHYeCKH.

[To Mepe mpuONMUKEHUS THS €r0 CBagbObl, IPUCTYIIH CTPaXa, KOTOPhIe PaHbIe B OCHOBHOM IIUTH Y
xohdpu Ha cram, Havamu OECITOKOUTD BCE dalre. CHBI 0 TOM, KaK €Tr0 CKUTAIOT 3aKUBO U
OTPABIISIOT, He laBa/lk eMy HOPMaJIbHO CIIaTh, a ero 6ecemsl ¢ Maprepu, Kasaioch, Jejaid TOJIBKO
xyxe. 1o HesiCHOM pu4uHe OH OB cyierka 6oee HaNPSKEH IIPU Pa3roBopax C HEU B 9TU JHHU...
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HaxkoHe1-To, 3TOT BaXXHBIM OeHb HacTynua. [[:Kopdpu ¢ TPYOOM yOanoch yaepKaTh CBOM 3aBTPak B
JXKeJyfKe, TI0Ka eMy IIPUXOAUIIOCHh MPUHKUMATh MOJAPKU TOCTEe! U MOXKeJTaHUS eMy BCEX BO3MOXKHBIX
6mar. OpHako, [Ixxoddpu 3ameyar, YTo OHU CMOTPST Ha Maprepu ¢ 4eM-TO Bpofie... XKanoctu? Korga
TOCTH 3aMeyalld ero B3TJISI[ Ha HUX, TO OBICTPO OTBOPAYMBAIUCh, U MTBITAUCH MOOBICTPEE CKPHITHCS
OT €ero B3opa.

JIly4mum olapKoM, KaK ¥ BCerma, CTajl BeIMKOJIEIIHbIN Med U3 BaTUPUUCKON CTallH,
nepenaBIeHHbIN U3 OPYXKUS MpefgaTenen... Boosuii [11a4y, — Tak OH Ha3Ba €ro paHee U Tak Xe OH
TIOCTYIIUIT U ceiyac, — OBIJT OMHOBPEMEHHO U MPeKpaceH, U cMepToHoceH. [I:xkohdpu, TOMHUTCS,
IyMarl, Kako# ke 9TO IT030p, YTO OH faxKe He onmpoOoBas ero B OUTBE... OQHAKO TeIlleph XKe CUUTal
nHaye. [Tose 6051 — y2KacHoe MeCTO, Kyfla OH TOYHO He JKejlaeT BO3BpalllaThCs.

B moMmeHT, Kornma bec mopmapun emy cBoio KHUry, [Ixkoddpu OblJI TOTOB CHOBA Pa30pBaTh €€ B KJIOUhSI.



— «Ku3Hb YeTHIPEX KOPOJIeH», Ballla CBETI0CTh. Ta KHUTa, KOTOPYIO HOKEH IPOYUTaTh KaK/Ibli
KOpOJIb, — CKa3an bec, Bpydasi eMy OrpOMHEIN, pa3yKpalleHHbIN (HOIMaHT, 0] allIOfUCMEHTH
OPYTUX TOCTEN.

BcTaBast, 4ToOBI pa3pyOuUTh €€ Ha YaCTH, KOPOJIb 3aMelIkajcs. B atoi xu3uu [Ixohdpu vare
pasroBapuBas C HUM, II09TOMY OH ITOHSIJI, UYTO YM 4€PToBOro beca, GbIJI ocTpee BaTUPUNCKOM CTaIH.
Y Hero nosBuIach CUIbHas 3aBUCTh, OBITH YMHEE KOPOJIA. ..

«YBaxeHue U 3aBUCTb... Xa, CTaphid [I:KopPpu H0MKHO OBITH YIUBUIICS OBl TOTOOHKIM YYBCTBAM, —
ayMal OH ¢ upoHuen. — K 4épTy, ecnu OH CMOT IPOYUTATh 3TO, TO U I CMOTY».

[ToaToMy OH IIPOCTO YIBIOHYJICS, U KUBHYB, IPUHAN KHUTY. OH IPOYUTAET €€ B IPYTOi pas, B KOHIlE
KOHIIOB, TaM MOXeT 0Ka3aThCs YTO-TO II0JIE3HOE, a €CTIU ¥ HET, TO OH CMOXKET PacKpoMcaTh e€
TI03XKe.

«O6e[ TPOXOIUT TakK Xe, Kak U B TOT pa3d», — ayMman [xoddpu. XoTs ero BOCIOMUHAHUS O TOM [HE
ObTM maneku oT upeana. OH efBa MpUTryOua BUHO U3 KyOKa, JIUIIH Clierka HaMOYuJI I'yObl, OH
HETIPEPHIBHO CJIEIUIT B3T/ISIIOM 3a becoM. [lepbMo, HY>KHO MTOM3[IeBaThCs Hafl HUM, KakK B TOT pa3. OH
4yThb ObLJI0 He 326511 00 3TOM!

Korpa oH BeITMI BUHO U3 KyOKa Ha beca, ¥ 3aTeM MpOJOJIKUIT U3[eBaThCS Hall HUM CaMbIM
oTBpaTuTenbHEIM 06pa3om, [Ixoddpu maxe omyTusn cinabblil IPUCTYT BUHE, HO 6€32Kal0CTHO
TIOJaBUJI er0. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, UMEHHO 3TOT YeJIOBEK YOUI ero.

[Toka Bec uckan Ky0OK IIOf CTOJIOM, IIPUHECIIM OTPOMHEIN nTupor. OCTOPOXKHO, B 3TOT pa3 0CO3HaBas,
KaK OH B IIPOLIILIN pPa3 OblT 6JIM30K K TOMY, YTOOH OTPyOUTH COOCTBEHHYIO PyKy BroBruMm Ilnauewm,
OH pa3pe3as nupor. ['omyOu, BEUIETEBIINE U3 HETO, TPOM3BENIM HA HETO Ky/la MEHbIIIee BIeYaT/IeHUE,
OH 3HaJI 0 HUX... XOTS UX OKPOBaBJIEHHEIE OCTAHKH... CJIOBHO Obl B030yxkpmanu [[:xxodpdpu, moka oH
cMoTpen Ha HuX. Korma KpoBh mpomnuTana 4acTh mupora, [[kohdpu movyBCTBOBAJ HOBOJILCTBO 3a
cebs.

«EcTb B TebOe 4TO-TO 04eHb AypHOe, [:K0obdpr», — IPOU3HEC MEPTBEI] B €T0 T'OJIOBE.

— 3aTkHuch, CTapk! — BHIKPUKHYJI OH, UyTh 1M He BEIOpOCHUB Med. OIieloMIEHHas TUIINHA,
HaKpHBIBIIAS TOJIMY, 3aCTaBUlIa €T0 HaXMyPHUThCS, OH ITOBEPHYJICS Ha3af. BpeMs monoXKuTh KOHeIl]
CIIEeKTaKII0 nomiaoro beca!l

— Bec, TH Bemb Moit mopuaruii! HamomHu Ky60k! — mpukas3an oH. bec BEIIsAOE YHUXKEHHBIM U Yy Th
7Y He... 00uKeHHHIM? OH He TIOMHUJI TAaKOTO0... 3aTeM TOT B35J1 KyOOK, CTOSIBIINIA psanoM ¢ OneHHON
Tupesni, Hanua BUHO U IIPOTSHYTI EMY.

Ixobdpu omyTHI, KaK ero AbIxaHue y4aCTUI0Ch, MOMEHT eT0 IIePBOM CMEPTHU IPUOIUKaCS.
Hactan momeHT ucTrHEL. He NpuHAB yally, OH ycTaBuiCcs Ha beca.

— THI BHIIBELIL €T0! — XO0JI0OOHO CKa3all OH, CMOTpP B IJla3a npenaTesto. bec cMOTpen B OTBET, C
HaCTOPOXKEHHOCThIO U HegoymeHueM. — [IEUW! — npopeBen napeHs, IIOJI0KUB PYKY Ha PYKOATH Meya.

Bec 3HaeT, 4TO YMpPET, €C/IH BHIIbET, 103TOMY [I2K0(hdpu OBII TOTOB K YeMy YTOIHO, KaK OH caM
IIpu3HaBaJ, ero Asas He Obl1 06geneH xpaOpocThio. BrosiHe BO3MOXKHO, YTO OH IOIBITAETCS YOUTH
KOpPOJISI TPSIMO Celyac, 0CO3HaB, YTO er0 PacKpPhUIN. EMy CTOUT BEI3BaTh KOPOJIEBCKYIO I'BApAMIO,
4yTOORI 3a/iep&KaTh €ro H...

— KoHeuyHO, — IPOX3HEC OH, HAaTSAHYTO YILIOHYBUINCh. — ¢l HUKOTTIa HE 0TKa3bkIBalOCh OT JapMOBOM



BBIMUBKY! — BHIKPUKHYJI OH, ONyCTOIIAas KyOOK B OMH T'JIOTOK.
Kakoro...

Ixoddpu HeBepylole ycTaBuics Ha beca, oTpaBuBIIEro caMmoro ceosi.
— Iand... mo4yeMy? — TJIYIIO CIIPOCHUJI OH.

ToT mogHsn cBOU GPOBH.

— I[Touemy uT0?

WTak, moxoxe 51 U3MEeHUI COOBITHS, TI0 CBOEH BOJIe UM XKe CIy4aiHo. BeposiTHo, Bec mnaunupyet
yOUTH MEHS 103XKe, UK XKeE...

Kawens! Ero gsaps 3axpurert.

— He npunomuHato Toro, 4To6sl «bpaBocckuii AHTaph» ObLI TAKUM KUCJIBIM! — IIPOTOBOPUII OH,
CMODPIIIUB HOC.

MepeHHOE, XKrydee 0CO3HaHKEe ITPOHOCHUIIOCH ITPOHECIIOCHh B T'OJIOBE ,]:[}KO(i)(l)pI/I, II0OKa OH CMOTPEII Ha
TO, KaK ero COOCTBEHHBIH [Is/s YMHpaerT.

3T0 OBLI He OH.

... OH KaIIJISAJI... KallUIsJI CHOBA U CHOBA, IToka [I:koddpu cMoTpen Ha cBoU COOCTBEHHBIE PYKH B
HETTOHMMaHUH.

Beca BEICTaBUIN KO3JI0M OTIIYIIEHU .

Ero msims pyxHys Ha IOJI, er0 JIUI0 MEIJIEHHO CMEHSIJIO CBOM 1IBET Ha YPOMJIMBO IYPIIYPHBIN, @ PYKH
Iapamnany me. Jllogy Havyanu KpudaTh, HO HUKTO U3 HUX ¥ He JyMaJl 3BaTh Ha IIOMOIb, B OTTUYUU
OT MOMEHTa, Korfla ymupasn cam [Ixoddpu.

[TapeHb BCTPSIXHYII TOJIOBOM.

— Kro-uubynp, npuBenuTe BepX0oBHOTO MelicTepa! Ball Kopob IpuKa3kiBaeT BaM! — BEIKPUKHYII OH.
— [-maps... epX&uck! — TIIETHO CKa3as OH, He B CUjax Kak-Tu00 IOMOYb.

Ero gsapst [IxxeliMe BHE3aIlHO BLICKOYMIT U3 TOJIIHL U, Pe3BO [00e3KaB 10 HUX, IIPUIIAI Ha KOJIEHU
nepen becowm.

— TUPHWOH! [TA T'IE KE BEPXOBHBIV MEUCTEP! — MIPOH3UTEJIBHO PEBEJT OH, OTYasIHHO
BCTpsAxuBas beca.

Ho Bcé aTo Grisio Gecnione3no. B mocnenuuit pa3 6ynpKHYB, bec 6e3:K1U3HEHHO 00MSIK.

Ixohdpu mpucTanbHO BCMaTPUBAJICS B IPOUCXOfsIIee BOKPYT, IPUABOPHEIE, a TaK¥kKe BCe
OCTajbHBIE, TTIYTIO CMOTPEJIH Ha MIPOUCXOAsiee Tepel HUMU. X0TS HAKTO, 3a UCK/II0UEHWEM ero Jaau
II>xeiiMe, He BHITTISIAEN CUIbHO 00€CIIOKOEHHBIM 3TOM XKYTKOM CMEPThIO, B HeHCTBUTETLHOCTH, €T0
MaTh BBITJISIIesIa CHavyajla JOBOJIbHO 3aMHTEPECOBaHHOM, CMOTPS Ha beca, a 3aTeM HallyraHHOU,
cMoTpst Ha [Ikoddpu, momxkHO OBITH, AYMasi 0 TOM, KaK OIM30K TOT OBIJ K ITOX0XKeH cyanoe.

Bcé okasanoch ropasmo CIoxkHee, Y4eM OH AyMall...
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[TocnepmoBaa TilaTelbHas MPOBEpPKa BCeU MUIIM U BUHA (0OHAPYKUIIM YTO JIUIIb B €70 KyOKe BUHO
OBITIO OTPaBJIEHHBIM) U ITPa3HOBaHUE IIPOIOIKUIOCH, XOTS ¥ B IOBOJILHO MPaYHOM HacTpoeHuu. [la
1 He OBIJIO APYTOT0 BapUaHTa, KPOMe KaK IPOIOJIKUTE. [lejla KOPOoJIeBCTB He XKAYT, KaK CKa3asu
HEKOTOphIe U3 0C000 IMHUYHBIX TPUABOPHEIX. PAKT TOTO, YTO HUKTO [azKe He YCOMHUIICS B
HeoOXOOUMOCTH IIPOIOJIKEHUS CBafibOBl, KpaCHOPEYHBO IEMOHCTPUPOBAJIO OTHOILIIEHNWE 3HATH K becy.

Ixohdpu 1o cux mop o6yMEIBAII BCE 3TO, MBITASICh MTOHSATH, KTO 2Ke X0TeNl youTh ero. OfHaKO Bce
3TH cooOpazKeHHus YIIUIM IIPOYb, KOTHa KEHIITUHEI C TPa3HOBAHUS TTOBEJIA €T0 B ITOKOMU.

Ero GbICTPO HOBEH [I0 er0 MOKOEB ¥ 3aKPBIJIM BHYTPH... TaM OH CTOJIKHYJICS C 0OHAXKEHHOM U
06e3yMHO KpacHBOM Maprepu, 4TO 3aCTEHUMBO OTJISIABIBAIaCh Ha HETr0 M3-3a CIIMHLI, 3aKphIBasi CBOM
HU3 CBOMMH IJIMHHBEIMU HOTAMH.

Boru...

Ero pa3ym nmoMyTHeJ, IT0Ka OH 0CO3HaBasl yBuaeHHoe. OH BUenl 00HaXKEHHBIX XKEHIIUH PaHbIIe...
Temepb XKe CTPAHHO HeNPUSITHEIE ¥ OMHOBPEMEHHO IPUSTHEIE BOCTIOMUHaHUS 00 apbaneTe U TOU
IPUBSI3aHHOM IIUTIOXE HAJIeTesI0 Ha Hero... OH Ha caMoOM fejie HUKOTa He mesan 3Toro. OH
IpemoYuTall... Kyga 0oiee KpoBaBoe x000u. BcrmoMuHas MpoIIIoe, OH U B IIPAaBAY 3aMo34all C 3TUM.

Bpemst ucmpaBUTh 3TO.

— He cTecHsiTech, Ballla CBETIOCTb, I YBepeHa, UTO Ballle IIPUPOAHOe OYapoBaHNEe BMUT
TIEPEMECTHUTCS] ¥ HAa KPOBaTh, — TOBOPUJIA OHA, COOTa3HUTEIHHO TIOTIaXKKUBasT TOCTEb.

«OHa ¥ BIIpaBAY MacTepCKu o0OpalljaeTcs co cioBaMu», — mopymar [Ixkoddpu, 3aAbiiiaB yalie.
YEpT, MHE HYXKHO YCIIOKOUTHCS.

OH ornsiHymCcs 1 00HapyXKu yHoOHO PacIooXKeHHY0 OYTEUIKY ¢ BUHOM. [lomaBmsis poxKsb OT
3HaKOMEIX BoclloMuHaHUH, [Ixobdpyu BocxBanui cynb0y B CBOMX MBICISAX. HaKoHeN-To s umy 1o
CBOEMYy COOCTBEHHOMY IIyTH.

ByThiNiKa BHITIISIAEIa HOBOM M 3amedaTaHHOM. ITo Ob110 «JopHUIicCKOe KpacHoe» Xopollel BEOEPKKY
C HAaWIy4YImuMu KoMiauMeHTaMmu oT OOepruHa MapTesna, B MACbMe PSAAoM c Heit. OH OGBICTPO
IIPOCMOTPEJI €T0 U OTJIOKHUJI B CTOPOHY, O000PHUB 3TO BHO. HO HECMOTPS Ha 3TO, OH BCE XKe CHaenan
KPOXOTHYI0 P00y ¥ CMaKOBal €€, Ipexkie YeM OCTOPOXKHO BHITUTIOHYTh €€ Ha3aj B Ky0OOK...

Hu kanenbku He Kucioe. Pa3Be 4TO HEMHOTO 0CTpoOe.

Coiimet. On momun Beck KyO6oKk. OH omlyias, Kak HaunHaeT HEPBHUAYATE, eII€ MOoAxXoas K Maprepy,
II0CTIe OHY Hadaju I1eI0BaThCH.

Ero cepane JINXopagodHoO 3a0UII0Ch, KOTTIa OHU yTJ'Iy'6I/IJ'[I/I HOHGHYﬁ, 1 yJIeTTIUCh Ha KPOBATE. 3T0
OBLIO Oaxe JIy4dilie, 94eM OH HpeJICTaBJ'IFIJ'[!

Ero pyku Hadanu u3ydaTh €€ Tejo, IT0Ka cepale 0mnoch BCE yaire u damie. Tyk. Tyk. Tyk.
BoT... BOT 4TO 3HQUUT OBITH KOPOIEM!

Tyk. Tyk. TyKTykKTYKTYKTYK.



Ero cepaiie 6unock B HEUCTOBCTBE, [TI0Ka OHU IIPOAOJIKANIY IIepenieTaTbCs Ha KpoBaTh. JT10... TYK
He TYK "Hopm™mansHO TYK...

TYKTYKTYK

Ixoddpu 3amnakan, Korga ero cepfle Hayano OUTHCS TakK 4acTo, CJIOBHO 3TO OB HE CTYK, @ OOHO
HeIPepLIBHOE COKpallleHue.

3aTeM OHO HaKOHEeIl OCTaHOBUIIOCE.
TummnHa.

Hxxoddpu 6€3M0IBHO 3aKpUYa, B TOT MOMEHT, KOTHa ero CEPAIE TIOTHOCThI0 OCTAHOBUIIOCH, ¥ OH
IIOYyBCTBOBAJI TTy00KY10, HOIOIIYIO 60JIb B CBOEH TPYLH.

— ...IIkopdpu? — cupocuina rnokpacHesmas Maprepu.
Ila 3TOrO HE MOXKET OBITh.

OH cBanumcs C MOCTENH, CKUMasi CBOIO I'pylb pykaMu. OH He MOT ITPOU3HECTH HE CJIOBA, a €T0 TeJl0
CJIOBHO OEI TOpEJIO.

— IIxobdpu! — 3akpuvana Maprepu.

OmnuH 13 KOPOJIeBCKUX TBapHeiIleB BOPBAJICSA Yepe3 OBeph, ¥ pBaHyl K [Ixkopdpu. To, Kak Bcé
Oombire u 6GOJbIIIE JIIOOEN 3aX0OUII0 BHYTPE, OBIJIO TIOCIIEIHUM YTO YBHUIEN IapeHb, moka [Iypmyp
MeJIJIeHHO 3aCTHUJIall ero B3op.

He Mory moBepuTh, UTO 5T CHOBA yMep NeBCTBEHHUKOM...
Ero mest ménkHya, a ero ropjio CMSJIOCh B MyPIIYPHOU MyCTOTeE.

OH kpuyan B 6e37qHy, moka [Iypmyp mormomian ero.
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