ViMmepaTpulia poguiiach He B U3BeCTHOM ceMbe. OHa poauiach B OOLIYHON CeMbe U B paHHUE TObI
Oblyia BEIOpaHa B KAUeCTBe HaJIOXKHUIIBI U3-3a CBOEU KPacOThl. XOTS 1M033Ke OHa Hayuuiach, Kak Hamo
BeCTU ce0s ¥ TOBOPUTH XKECTKO, HAyUMUJIach CIIPABNISATLCS C MyOIUYHEIMU MEPOIIPUATUSIMU, HO KOTa
OHa HauWHAaJa CIENINTh, TO BCe PABHO IPOSBIIsAiIa CBOIO HATYPY, ¥ BCE €€ MO3E U MaHEPE
3a0nIBanuck. [IpuHI] 3HA 3TO C IETCTBa.

U pmeiicTBUTENIBHO, KaK TOJILKO BOPOTa [ABOPIlA 3aKPHUIKCH, B CTOPOHY IIPUHIIA [T0JIeTeN Opacer.
Wmnepatpuria Bcerna Oblyia HeTOYHA, ¥ €My Jaxke He HYKHO ObIJI0 YKIIOHAThCA. Hedput ynan Ha
3eMJTIO ¥ C XpycToM pa3buics. OH IBHO He IPUYUHUIT €MY Bpefia, HO IIPUHII BCe PABHO IIOYYBCTBOBAJ
00J1b ¥ TOYTH 3aX0TEJT 3allIaKaTh.

VimnepaTpulla yKa3aja Ha ChlHa U BeIpyranach: "Tsl 6ecrnionie3eH! Tel HUUEro He MOXKeIIb CHeNlaTh
xopoiuo! To, YTO Thl TOBOPHILL MHE, IIOX0XKE Ha IIBETOK, HO Ha CAMOM [ieJie 3T0 GoJblas Kyda
HaBo3a! 3to BoHseT! Y Tebs ecThb muiio? CKonbko Tebe net? 4 Bce ellle OOJIKHA TOATUPATE Tebe
3apgHULy?!"

"MaTtp-uMIepaTpulia, yCIIOKOUTE CBOY rHeB. MHOroe, 4TO CerOgHS IIPOU30III0, IIPOCTO
coBIIafeHue..."

VimmepaTpuiia cepauto nepebusna: "He roBopu MHe HU 0 KaKUX COBIIQIeHUSX, T IIPOCTO BCe CHea
nnoxo! Kak s y2Ke ToBOpuiia, €CJIA Thl HE MOXKEIIIL YTO-TO AejaTh XOPOIIIo, faxe He Xkefak 60biIero!
Ecnu KaXOwii IIar He MIPOAYyMaH, TO ¥ He gyMal HU 0 ueM! CkonbKo pa3 g Tebe rosopumna! bynos
oCTOpoxkeH, Oynob ocTopoxeH! He nponyctu Hu ogHy Menoub! Trl 9T0 chiblman? To, YTO 51 TOBOpPHUTIA
Tebe ¢ Tex mop, Kak Tkl OblT peferkoM! ITocie cToNbKUX 00bsICHEHUH maxke co0akKa CMOXKET 3TO
IIOHSTh ¥ CTaTh IpUHLEM!"

[Tpun THXO cKa3ain: "KTo-To yBUAEN PYKOSATKY HOXKa U CIIUIIKOM paHo pa3obmauns youir..."

ViMmepaTpulia CTyKHYya 10 MaJleHbKOMY CTOJIUKY PSOM C Heii: "He 00bsAcHAM MHe! MHe Bce paBHO,
YTO CIy4yusoch! f 3Hal0 TOMBKO KOHEYHEIN pe3ysbTaT! Thl He yOUI ChiHa 3TOM c*ku. He ToBOps yxKe 0
TOM UIMOTKE U3 CeMbH MapKu3a YxkaHb031. Het, Thl mpuunHUI 601 cBoel cecTpe! JleByIKa
[IOpaHuUIIa JIUIO, 3TO XyKe cMepTu! OHa IIJIavyeT JHEM U HOYbIO IIOCJIe TOTr0, KakK BepHyJach! Ee
JKU3Hb pa3pymeHa! TBouMu pykamu! Pykamu ee co6cTBeHHOr0 OpaTta! Tebe cTeigHO Uy HeT? Y Tebs
BCe ellle XBaTaeT COBECTH, YTOOHI CTOSAThL ¥ Pa3roBapuBaTh CO MHOM! OTO IOYTH TO XKe caMoe, YTO
xJionaTh cebs 1o rybam! Becrone3nsiit mycop! 4 HU 4eMy TeOsl He Hayuuia 3a CTOIBKO JieT!

[TpuHIL GobIlle HE MOT CHAepzKaThCS U CKasan: "BrIBaloT HecyacTHBIE CiIy4dau, He BCe MOXKHO
CIUIAHUPOBATE..."

HMnepatpulia CHOBa XJIOIHYJIA 10 CTONY: Tl TOBOPHUILIG Yyllib! ECiu TH He MOXeIIb fenaTsh TO, YTO
X0YellTb, TO MOXKEeT ThI O0JIbIlle He X0Uellh ObITh MpuHIeM?! Trl 60JIbIlIe He XOUelllh ObITh
uMiepaTtopoM?! THl HOMKEH [ieaTh TO, YTO X0Uelnh! B IpoTUBHOM clly4ae, KeM Thl XOUelllh ObITh B
3TOM [IBOPIlE, €CNIK He IpuHIeM?! MoxkeT OHITh eBHyXOM?!"

Oxa Ovlna 0ueHb 37100HOM, ¥ IPHUHII, HaKOHel], cKa3ast: "B mpormuiom rony Ha 6aHKETe B UeCTh
[IEPEMOHHUH IIeIKONPSa Y MaTepH - UMIIePaTPUILl TaKXKe IIPOM30IIes HeCYaCTHHIM ciydaid. B aTo
BpeMs peOeHOK IIPUIlIeNT Ha IIOMOIIL MaTepH..." Pa3Be BBl He MOXKeTe IOMOYb MHE ceryac?

ViMmmepaTpuily TKHYNH B 60JIbHOE MeCTO U OHa 1mouTy o6e3yMerna. OHa XxBaTaja He TIISAS BEIH,
KOTOPHIE OBIIM IO PYKOM, ¥ KKfalia ux Ha 1non 6e3 pa3bopa, pyrasichk: "Trl, MHe He ChiH! Be3aMo3rbi
unuot! CaM cfenan 4To-TO He TaK U 00BUHSAEIIL MeHS. £ CTOIBKO BCETO CAesana Ajsg Te0s 3a 3Tu
rogel! CKonbKO Oecrokoumnack 3a Te0s! be3 MeHs Tl cMor OBl cTaTh KPOHIpUHIEM?! Th TaK XOPOIIO
nymaenrb o cefe?! Heyxemnu TH fyMaellb, YTO HET HUKOTO Jiy4ile Te0s?! OTOT TpeTui



IPUHIL...pOOUICS y 9To# c*ku. CKOJIbKO pa3 TBOM OTeI] TOBOPHUII 0 HeM xopotue Betu! Ecimu 0wl 9Ta
c**a Bce ernle ObIyIa XKMBa ¥ KaXKObIM OeHb IenTana Okl UMIIepaTOpPy Ha MOAYIIKe, KaK HOJro, IMo-
TBOEMY, Thl cMOT OBl ObITH KpoHIpHUHIIeM! CKONTbKO paboTh s ans Tebs cuenana! Temeps, Korma Th
CTaJl KPOHIIPUHIIEM, THI ITpHUiesl 00BUHATh MeHs! Tol uynoBuiie! Het! TebGs Hemb3s Ha3bIBaTh Haxke
XUBOTHHIM! Jlake 3Beph 3HAET, UTO HY2KHO OTBe4YaTh B3aMMHOCTHIO Ha 7o0po, a TH XyxKe 3Beps!.."

YcnpiaB 3T0, IPUHIYY HUYEro He 0CTaBaloCh, KaK ONYCTUTHCS Ha KOJIEHU U CKa3aTh UMIIEpaTpulle:
"PebeHOK paccepnui MaTh, U S Haflel0Ch, YTO MaTh MIPOCTUT MEHs".

VimmepaTpuiia Oblna Tak 371a, YTO €e TPYyAb XOAuiIa XOMyHOM, OHa ApoxKaJjla U IIPOAoJIKaia pyraThCs:
"Teneps, KOorfa TH XKeHAT ¥ XKUBELIb B BOCTOYHOM [IBOPIIE, TO AyMaelllb, YTO MOXKeIb B3JOXHYTh C
obneryenneM?! Trdy! ¥V Te6s coBceM HET MOHMMaHUS cUuTyanus! 4 - XKeHIIKWHa, ¥ TO 9 3HAI0,
CKOJIBKO CBEPI'HYTHIX HaCJIeIHBIX IPHUHIEB ObITI0 B ucTOpuU! CKOJIBKO J1eT Tebe M CKOJIBKO JIET CHIHY
aTou c**ku?! B cnemymoiieM rogy eMy UCIIOJIHUTCS BOCEMHAAIaTh. B OymyiieMm, ¢ cunoi cembu FO3,
HET, CKOpee Bcero, 3To O6ymeT ceMbsi MapKu3a Yko9ub031! KOHas mequ U3 3T0oro oco0HsSIKa 4acTo
OXOTHTCSI C HUM BEPXOM, a Ha 9TOT pa3 OHa cracja ero. OH 06513aTeIbHO KEHUTCS Ha 3TOM JIeByIIKe!
BorbIlie CEIHOBHETO TIOUTEHUS K UMIIEPATOPY U HECKOJIBKO XOPOIINX Uaeu..."

XoTs IPHHI] TOXKe 0YeHb 0ECIIOKOUIICS 110 3TOMY ITOBOAY, HHa4Ye OH He yCTPOus Ovl ero yOuiicTBO, HO
C TAaKUMU SIPOCTHHIMU CJIOBaMHU UMIIEPATPHUIIEI, EMY MTPHUIIIIOCH 3aIUINAThCS IIenoToM: "CMeHa
HACJIeMHOI0 MMPUHIIA - BaXHOoe coOriTre. Cpeay MUHHUCTPOB MHOTO IIPOTUBHUKOB ¥ CTOPOHHUKOB
PA3HBIX IPUHIIEB ¥ HaMOoXKHUIl. OTel] He MOXKEeT TaK JIeTKO MEeHSITh KPOHITPHUHIIA..."

HMnepaTpulia ¢ CUJION OTBECHUJIA €My IOLIeYuHY: "Thl JEMCTBUTEIbHO HUYET0 He ITOHUMaellb! T
mercTBUTEIbHO 01u30pyK! CBIH 9TOM C***u - ellle He KPOHIPUHIL. B OymyIeM, ¢ BnacThio ceMbu O3,
OH MOXET CTaTh HaCJIeHLIM IIPUHIIEM, U THl OOJIbIIe HE CMOXKeIllb JIerKo yopats ero!"

Pa3Be OH Bce ellle He KPOHIIPUHII ceiyac? B Oymyiiem OymyT elre IIaHCH YOUTH ero, IOMUMO 3TOTO.
Crapimii TpUHII TOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO UMIIepPaTPHUIla HEMHOTO COIIlja C yMa.

Bupgs, 4To IpUHI] MOTYUT, UMIIepaTpylia ITI0AyMasia, 4YTO OH He CIyIlaeT, U CEPAUTO KpuKHya: "He
cMylaucs! 9To He TO, YTO MOXKHO ITOAaBUTh! B 3TOM Mupe eCTh TOJIbKO BOPHI, U HET HUKOI'O, KTO HE
3amuiancs Ok 0T BOPOB B TeUeHHe THICSYH neT! Thl He MOXKeIllb MOTPATUTh BCIO XKU3Hb, 3alUINasICh
oT Hero! Ecnu THI He U30aBUIIILCS OT HETO B OIMH IIPEKPACHHIN NeHb, OH MOXKET u30aBUThCS OT Te0S B
OPYyTou JeHb!" ITO He MepBHIY pa3, KOrga uMIepaTpulla IPOM3HOCUT 3TU CI0Ba, HO PaHbIIe OHA
IIPOM3HOCHUIIA 3TO IIEMOTOM, a Tellepb Kpruyasa [0 XPUIIOTHI.

"Tlogymaii 006 3TOM, BB 00a POOUIUCH OT OJHOTO M TOTO XK€ OTIA, TaK M0YEeMY 3Ke Thl MOXKEIIb CTaTh
UMIIEPAToOPOM, a OH HeT? Ecyu OBl OH CTaym KPOHIPUHIIEM, CMOT OBl TH 3TO IepexXuTh?! Kpome ToTO,
KOTZla TBOM OTell yMpeT B OyOyleM, HEKOTOPhIE CITYXH O CMEePTH 3TOM C**U [OCTUTHYT [0 €ro yIei,
CMOZKET JIA OH XKUTb CIIOKOMHO?! Kak TOIBKO OH CTaHET KPOHIIPUHIIEM U Y HETO MOSABUTCS IIOTOMCTBO,
KaTacTpoda OymeT mepefaBaThCs U3 MTOKOJIEHUS B MIOKOJIEHNE. ITO TaK Ha3biBaeMble 0€CKOHEUHbIE
HenpusTHOCTH! Y BCe 9TO IPOKCTEKAET U3 TBOEU CEerOfHAIIHEe! HEKOMIIETEeHTHOCTU. Thl uauoT! Ecnu
Obl y MeHsT OBIT elrle OfuH pebeHOoK, 51 OBl He IeHusa Te0s Tak CUIbHO! TH He TaK XKeCTOK, KaK TBOS
cectpal”

[TpuHI y2Ke maBHO OBLT pa3mpaxeH B ry0KMHe OyIIU- OH U CaM IIOHUMAEeT 3TH UCTUHH, HO
YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO MHOT0€e OBIJIO HE TaK YK U CPOYHO, MHOTHE BEIlld MOXKHO PelllaTh MeJIeHHO.
YcnpiaB, 4TO UMIIepaTpUlla TakK CUJIBHO IPUHUXKAET €T0 U JaXKe XBaJIUT er0 CeCTpPy, OH OTKa3asics
CMUPUTHCS: "Mos cecTpa Ha 3TOT pa3 chejlaja CIUIIKOM MHOTO JIMIITHEr 0 Ha rjia3ax y BCcex..."

HMmepaTpuila CHOBa ImpepBaa ero: "Thl moIKeH OB MOATBEPOUTH TO, YTO OHA CKa3aja! ITo BTopas



neny u3 ocoOHsIKa Mapku3a UKeHb031 BHITONIKHYIA ee, ¥ U3-3a 3TOr0 IpHUHIlecca Oblia paHeHa!
[TycTe Gb1 TBOM OTEL OCYmUT ee!"

[TpuHIr OBT HEMHOTO cMyIIeH: "Ho cOTHU iomel, KOTOPEIe MIPHUCYTCTBOBAIM B TO BPpeMsi, BUOEIH..."

VimnepaTpuiia Opocuia elle OgHY Belllb Ha II0J1 C TPOMKKAM 3BYKOM: "Twl uanot! Te-ipuH!
Kponnpuaun! Yto Takoe npunn?! Tel He 3Haells Beca 3Tou tuyHOCTUA! TO, YTO THL CKa3asl - 3TO
30710THIe cyioBa! OgHO IIpensioXkeHre CTOUT OecCATH ThicsA4! He3aBUCUMO OT TOr0, CKOJIBKO JIIOEN
HabmomaeT 3a TOOOM, TH JOJIXKEH OBITT CJIeqoBaTh TOMY, YTO CKa3aja TBos cecTpa!”

CHapyXHu CTOSIJT APOXKallii eBHYX U Pou3Hec: MMIepaTop BEI3BIBAET NpUHLA. [IpUHI BRICTyIIAT U
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI 00JIerdeHune, HO BCe XKe ONMYCTHUJICS Ha KOJIEHU, 0XKUasl CUTHAJIA MaTepH.

HmnepaTpulia Mmaxaysa pykou: "Yxonu! IToka Tl He IIOIy4YUIlb HaKa3aHUe [Jjis MOJIONOU [EeBYIIKY U3
ocoOHsKa Mapku3a YKoHb0SM, He BO3Bpallancsa Ko mue!"

WmnepaTtop Ovl1 B KaOUHETE, a Iepell HUM CTOSII YEeTBEPTHIN MIPUHII, C KOTOPHIMU OOBIYHO OBIIO
TPYIHO BCTPETUTHCS. YeTBEPTHIN IIPUHI] OIYCTHUII TOJIOBY, BRITJIAAS OYeHb POOKUM.

HWmMnepatop TuX0 cupocui: “Tsl rOBOPUIIb IIpaBay?"

YeTBepThIl PUHI KUBHYIH: "Pe6eHOK aOCOMIOTHO HE CMEET JIraTh UMIIEPATOPY, U KaXkI0e Moe
CJIOBO- IpaBpa. MnepaTop MOXKeT OIIPOCUTH IIPUCYTCTBYIOLIUX JIIOe! He TOJIbKO U3 CeEMbU MapKu3a
Yk9HB0SH, HO M MHOTHX BEICOKOIIOCTABJIEHHHIX YAHOBHUKOB ¥ IPUABOPHEIX. OHU BCe BULEIH, YTO
CJIy4MJIOCh C YeTBEPTOU IPUHLIECCON."

ViMmepaTop ciierka HaXMYPHJICS: OH COBCEM He IIOKphIBa YETBEPTYIO IMpuHIleccy. KoHeYHO, 3TOT
CBHIH He B JlafilaX CO CTapILIMM IIPUHIIEM, HO Ha MPOTSIKEeHNU MHOTUX JIET OH BCerza Bell cebs THUXO.
[Touemy ke ceiyac OH TakK TBEPAO CTOUT IIPOTHUB CTAPIIETO IPUHIIA?

VimnepaTop MaxHyJ pyKoi: "CBobGomeH".

YeTBepTHIH MIPUHI] TIOKIOHUIICS U mmonpocunl [IuH HelOy momMoub eMy MOAHSATHCS C €T0 XPOMOM HOTOH.
HWwmnepatop Bapyr ckasam: "l[logoxoute MUHYTKY".

[TpuHIT 00epHYIICS U YyTh He ynaj. UmnepaTop crnpocun: "Yto y Tebs ¢ Horou?"
"Korpma s oTIIpaBUJICS Ha 0XOTY OBIJIO XOJIOMHO, ¥ 3TO IIPUYHHUIIO elile 60JbiIyio 00b".
"TBl MOXKEIIIb ITIOCETUTh UMIIEPATOPCKOT0 Bpaya". IIpuHI mo6marogapui ero ¥ ¢ TPYAOM BHIIIE]T.

Korpa crapmuit mpunI npuObUI, TO CIy4aliHO YBUET, KaK BEIXOOUT ero 6pat, u ero cepale ymasio.
YeTBepTHIH IPUHI IOYTUTENILHO ITOKJIOHUIICS €My, HO CTapIIUi IPUHII, MaXHyB PyKaBaMHy,
IIPUTBOPUJICS, YTO He BUOUT €r0, BOLIEN B 3aJl.

YeTBepTHIH MIPUHII, Ka3aJI0Ch, HE PACCEPAUIICS, CeJl B MaJlaHKUH U OBUHYJICS BO ABOP, IHe Xkujil. OH
CHOBA ITPOKPYTHJ B YMe TIPOIIeAIIie UHITUIEHTH X B yTOJIKaX ero ryd mosBuiach ynboka.

B TOoT Beuep OH cumen B CTOPOHE M HAOIIOma 3a XOPOoIlel mapTuei! 3aroBop cTapIiero mpuHIa,
HallpaBJIeHHHIN Ha TO, YTOOBI KTO-TO YOUJI TPETHET0 IPUHIIA, OBITT TAK SBHO PACKPHIT BCEMH, H,
HaKOHell, KPOHIIPHHIY IIPUIIIOCH 3aCTaBUTh CBOMX OXPAaHHUKOB YOUTHL yOUILl], ellle pa3 foKa3aB BCeM,
YTO UMEHHO OH OBII BHOXHOBUTEIIEM.

YeTBepTHIM IPUHI] TBEPAO Bepui, uTo 611aroBoHus, 6ome3Hs [Isub BaHb u KpuKYU ObUIN



IIPUTOTOBJIEHH 3apaHee. CHIHOBbS MapKu3a UYkKoHb091 He mobexkanu cllacaTh TPETHETO IPHUHIIA, a
OpocuIUCh 3ALIUINATh CTApIIero MpuHIa. B KoHIle KoHIOB, [[I9HL Ba#b ymana B 00MOpoK... IIlar 3a
I1aroM, 3TO KaXKeTCs COBIIafieHNeM, HO OHU MOBcIofy. Bce cpaboTasno kak yackl. OH Tak:Ke HEMHOTO
IIOMOT, CKa3aB HECKOJIbKO I0OPHIX CJIOB IJIST BTOPOM Jiei U3 0COOHSIKa MapKu3a YKeHb039i U BOH3UT
3aHO3Y B CepAlle uMIepaTopa O CTapliero NpuHIa.

On 6511 Ha 100% yBepeH, uTo 9TO0 Obla paboTa MacTtepa Cy Banbs HsiH u meByIlIKa TakxKe CHIrpaja B
3TOM CBOIO pOJib. M3 TOT0, YTO OHA CKa3aja eMy, CJIEJOBaJiOo, YTO HUYEro He CIIYYUTCS, eC/Ih OHa
CIPsTYETCSsT B CTOPOHE - OHA 3HaJa, KTO OyHeT B IOPSIKE...

9t1oT KpuK OBl ronocoM Cy Banb HsaH. X0Td OHa UCNONIb30Baja BEICOKUY TOH, B IIyOUHEe OyLIN OH
MHOTI'0 Pa3 BCIIOMUHAJ ee rojoc. OH yKe HaCTONIbKO ObUI 3HAKOM C Hel, YTO ero YIIU cpa3y XKe CTalu
TOPSAYUMHU, TaK YTO OH He Mor ommmbuthkcs. Cy Banb HaH qeliCTBUTENBHO YAUBUTENbHA, U
BO3MOXKHOCTb HauaTh BECh UHIUIEHT-3TO IIPOCTO MPETIOAUS. ..

Xorts o roppuincs Cy Baub HsH, ero ele 60sblile ”HTEPECOBAT €€ yUUTeNb. B 9ToM cepuu
MHIUIEHTOB €CTh MajleHbKas (UTypKa, BTOpas I0Has Jied, KOTopas MOCCOPUIIach CO CTapIINM
IIPUHILIEM, BTOpas I0Has ey, KOTOPYIo "oTpaBuia" UMIepaTpulia, BTopas oHas Jeiu, KOTOPOou
IIPUIIJIa B TOJIOBY MAEs BHIJIEUUTH €r0 HOTY, ¥ Ha 9TOT pa3 3T0 Oblyla BTOpas I0Has Jedu, KOTopas
ImoTepsa Co3HaHKUe Ha MecTe... Ho CKOnbKO neT 3Tox BTopou game! C Tex mOp Kak el UCIOITHUIIOChH
LIEeCTh JIET, XOOUJIU CJIYXH, UTO OHa TJIyIla U HEYKJI0XKa...ONpefeIeHHO 3TO He OHa, HO YeJIOBEK,
UT'PAIOIINH B TO, HOJIKEeH ObITh TEM, KTO MOXKET MaHUIIYIUPOBaTh e10. 1o KpaliHei Mepe, OH [OIKeH
3HATh, UTO Y Hee y4allleHHOe ceppleOuenne, 1 OHa MOXKEeT UCIIYraThCs J0 CMEPTH. ..

[Toka 4eTBePTHIN IPUHI] HATIPSIZKEHHO PA3MBIILIISIIN, CTAPIIUM IPUHI] TaKXkKe ITOTPYIUIICS 00BSICHUTD
MMIIepPaTOPy HECUACTHHIM CITy4ail, MPOU30LIe i Ha 3UMHEN oxoTe: "...yOuMIsl OPOCUIUCE K [eTSIM,
U TPEeTUY NPUHI] yBET UXx..."

VimmepaTop crnyman ¢ ynei0KoM U BpeMsi OT BpeMeHU KHUBaJl.

O6nuBasich MOTOM, IIPUHII CKa3asl: "BoJBIIMHCTBO 3TUX YOUNL ObUIM CXBadyeHEl, HO IIPEXK/e YeM Y Hac
IIOSIBUJIOCH BpeMs IJIsl TIIATEeIbHOT0 PacCIeqOBaHusI, OHU KOJUIEKTUBHO Hallalk Ha OXPaHy TOU Xe
HOYbBIO U X0TeNu cO6exkaTh, HO OXPaHHUKYU UX yOUIIH..."

HWwmnepatop ycMmexuyncs. [IpuHL CTIOTHY, a 3aTeM CKa3all: "B 9To BpeMs BTopas MOJIofas JIequ U3
oco0OHsIKa MapKu3a Y:KeHb03H BLHITOJIKHYJIA YEeTBEPTYIO IIPUHIIECCY, OTYETO Ta MOJIyYusia OT YOUNIII
paHy Ha Ijeke".

Korma nMmepaTop BCIIOMHMII CJIOBa YeTHIpEX MPUHIIEB: "PebeHOK HUKOTIa HE OCMEeIUBaJCs IraTh
CBOEMY OTIly, KaXXJ0e ero CJIOBO - 9TO IIpaBha", - ero JuLo notemMHeno. OOHO Oeso mepeneprusarh
IIPOU30LIENIIEE B CBOIO TT0JIh3Y, HO COBCEM [IPYTO€ - IOJTHOCTBI0 UTHOPUPOBATh IOPSIOK COOBITHH,
MCKaXaTb (PaKThl ¥ NTaTh.

B aToM Mupe ecTh TaKas IIOrOBOPKA, Kak "mpecTymnnenue obMaHa umneparopa". Heyxenu mpuniy
Jirajl Tak CMeJio, IOTOMY 4YTO YyBCTBOBaJI, YTO UMIIePATOP He CMOXKET y3HATh IIpaBay?

[TpuHIl OCTAHOBUJICS, KOTOA UMIIEPATOP CXKaJjl T'yOrl B yIIBIOKE.
Tak XKe, Kak ¥ 4eTBepPTOro IIpUHIIA, UMIIepPaTOP PAaBHOLYIIHO CIIPOCUil: "Thl TOBOPUIIL IIpaBay?"”

[TpuHIT TOZyMal, YTO, XOTS ero o0bsacHeHHNe yOurcTBa OBIII0 HEMHOTO IIPUTSHYTH 3a VI, OHO BCE
ellle COOTBETCTBOBAJIO haKTaM, ¥ CKa3an: "ITo mmpaBaa”.



"TakkKe BEpHO, YTO BTOpas rocloxka U3 0CoOHsIKa MapKu3a YKeHb031 BHITOIKHYJIA YETBEPTYIO
IIPUHIIECCY U [IOBpefua ee JIuLo?"

[TpuHIT BCIOMHUI CJI0Ba UMIIEPaTPUIE], CTUCHYI 3yOHl ¥ cKa3as: "[la, 9To mpaBma”.

HmnepaTop paccMmesncs: "Tel geiiCTBUTENIBHO BEIpoc! Hexkemnmu Thl fyMaells, YTO S CIIUIIKOM CTap U
cnab, 94To CMeellh TaK OTKPOBEHHO UTrpaTh CO MHOMU ?!" BHauasne pa3roBopa OH ynwlbancs, HO, B
KOHIIE Pa3roBOpa ero rojoc U U0 ObIIN TOJTHEL SPOCTH.

[TpuHI] BHE3AIHO OMyCTUICSA Ha KOJIEHU ¥ HECKOJIBKO pa3 moBTopui: "OTell, 3T0 peOeHOK- HaCleqHBIN
IIPUHII, OTeI] JOI2KEH BEPUTDh 3TOMY PeOeHKY, a He TOCTOPOHHUM..."

ViMmepaTop CXBaTHII YAIIKYy C YaeM U SPOCTHO KuHYI ee. OH He ObIT UMIIEPATPUIIEH U yOap
MIOJTyYHUJICS CUJIBHBIM U TOYHBIM. OH IOmaj NpuHLY 10 miedy. [IpuHL, ckuMas Ij1e40, CKIIOHUI
rojIoBy ¥ cKa3ai: "OTel, OTIIyCTU CBOU I'HeB!"

EBHYX, CTOSIBIINI PSIOOM, ITOCIEIIHO IIaTHYI BIepe, YTOOH MOXJI0NaTh KUMIIepaTopa 0 CIuHE, U
npoirentan: "MMmnepaTop, yCIIOKOUTE CBOU 'HEB".

HWMnepaTtop yKa3as Ha IpUHIa ¥ cripocuil: "Thl 3Haelllb 0 CBOEM IIpEeCTyIlIeHuu?"

[IpuHI, MOogyMaB 0 THEBe UMIIepPaTPULbl ¥ 0 KPOBY Ha JIUI[e YeTBEPTOM IIPUHIIECCH], 3alljlakKall U
ckasain: "Orell, pebeHok HeBHHOBeH! OTeIl JOIKEeH MOCMOTPETD Ha JINII0 YeTBEPTOM MPUHIIECCH, OHA
BCs B KpoBu! OTell, OHa TBOS POHAsS [0Yb, TH AOJIXKEH 3amuiaTth ee! OTell, He ClyIIau
IIOCTOPOHHUX, S TBOM peOeHOoK, mpuHI!"

VimmepaTop 3afipoxkKasl OT THEBA, 3aTeM IIOOHSI YePHUIbHEIM KaMeHb, HO OBbIJT OCTAHOBJIEH IIETIOTOM
eBHyxa: "[0BOJILHO Balllero raesa, uMueparop!”

VimmepaTop CTUCHYT 3yOHl, yKa3as Ha IpHHIIA ¥ BEIpyTraics: "T cMeellb TaK AypayuTh MeHs! Thl
OBLT KPOHIIPUHIIEM BCEr0 HECKOJILKO JIeT U y2Ke HayuuJIics araTth MHe!"

Ho npusn Bce enfe conpotupnsics: "Oten! To, 4To cka3asn pebeHOK - mpaBfa. He criyratite
IIOCTOPOHHUX..."

"3aTkHUCH! He roBOpS yKe 0 MIOASX U3 CTONUIBI Ha MeCTe IIPOUCIIECTBHUS, faxe TBOU YeTBEPTHII
Opat- gyyxak?!"

HacnenHsld IPUHL YIPSAMO CONPOTUBACA: "OTell, 4eTBepTas IPUHIIECCa pyraja ero 3a To, 4YTO OH
KajleKa ¥ UHBanup Ha nyonuke. OH MCTHT".

Bot oHO uTo! MIepaTop 3HaJ, MOYeMY YE€TBEPTHIM MPUHII HE TPUKPHIBAI YETBEPTYIO IIPUHIIECCY,
3TO0 OBIIO IEMCTBUTEIBHO Pa3yMHO. [IpUHI], KOTOPOT0 My6IMYHO OCKOPOUIM KOTOPHIH MPHUIIEN clofa
M CKa3aJs TOJBKO IPaBay, He XKaysch, JOCTOMH OBITh ero chiHOM! JTa mapa 6paTa U CeCTPEI
TIOTEPSIIH TIOCTIENHIOI0 COBECTh U BCE ellle He 3HAIOT, KaK MOKasiThCs!

HmnepaTop He MOT He YCMEeXHYThCs: "Thl CMeellb ITaTh MHE faxe ceivac! [ToHayamy 3T0 He OBIIO
GonbIM COOBITHEM, HO TJIaBHOE Ipo6jieMa B TOM, UTO THl He CKa3asl MHe IpaBabl! Tl cKa3as mpaBay
CBOEM MaTepH, a OHa Imompocuia Tebs conrath MHe! BhIC/TyIIaB ee, THl OCMETUBAEIIHCS
IIPUTBOPSATHCS epeno MHOuU! Thl 10 cux mop He packasics! Tel AeMCTBUTEIbHO AyMaellb, YTO g He
MOTY IIOMEHATh HacjemHoro npuHua?! M He Mory ynpa3gHuTh umnepartpuiy?!”

XOJIOfHBIN TIOT MPUHIIA IPOMIHUTAJ TOJICTYIO 3UMHIOI0 XJIom4aToOyMaxkHyko ofexknay. OH 3amiakar,



CKJIOHHJI TOJIOBY ¥ cKa3aj: "Orer! Orelr, npoctu MeHs! PebeHoK Hepa3yMmeH! 4 xoTen coenaThb
CYaCT/IMBOU MaTh-UMIIEPATPHUILY, YETBEPTas MPHUHIECCa IIJlaKaia JeHb U HOYb..."

VimnepaTop Habpocuncs Ha Hero: "Tak BOT moyeMy THI conran MHe?! UTo KacaeTcs Tebs, TH faxe He
TIOHMMaelllb, YTOo IJist Te0s1 HOKHO OBITH 6oJiee T1aBHBIM!"

ToNbKO TOTHa IPHHII TOHSJI: TO, YTO UMIIepPaTPHIla TPYCTHIIA, a YeTBEPTas IPHHIlecca Ijlakaia, He
CPaBHUTCS C U3MEHOM UMIIepaTopy! ITO MeHCTBUTEIEHO HEe UMeeT OOJIBIIOro 3HaYeHus . Ecmu Ob OH
paccka3zas (HakTH, a 3aTeM CKa3ajl Okl UMIIepPaToOpy, YTO XOUeT OTOMCTHUTh, BO3MOXKHO, OHU BCE €IIle
cMoru Obl 00CYIUTE pellieHue ¢ uMrepaTopoM. Ho oH He [o/KeH OBLT IPOCTO IONIePKUBATE JI0XKb
YeTBEPTOH IIPUHIIECCH], YTOORI CONraTh uMIepaTopy! ITo Gombinoe geo! ITo MOKA3LIBAET, YTO OH
IIPUCIIYIIAJICS K UMIIepaTpulle ¥ TOCTABU/I UMIIepaTopa Ha BTOpoe MecTo! Eciiu uMIIepaTop mouMer,
YTO OH TIOCMEJI CONraTh eMy, V Hero 6oJblie He O6yoeT moBepus K HeMy. UTO B TaKOM CIIy4ae OH
MOXKET cfeiaTh B Oymyiem?!

[TpuHI BOCKIIMKHY Ype3BbYaiiHo mevanbHo: "OTten! Orten! PeGeHOK melcTBUTENBHO ObIT He mpaB! A
IoKeH ObLI TOCTaBUTh OTIA Ha nepBoe MecTo! He gosKeH OBLI CIyImIaTh MaTh..." ITO OBLUIO IIOTOMY,
4YTO UMIIEpaTPUIla Pa303/IUiia ero U 3acTaBuia HOTEPATh YYBCTBO MePHI! DTOT BOIIPOC OH He yCIen
00CYOUTH C IOMOIIHUKAMHU, ITI03TOMY COOOLINI UMIIepaTopy H(MOPMAINIO B COOTBETCTBUHU C
noXxeNaHuAME uMIepaTpullsl. Kakas Oosnbinas ommoka!

[TpuHI[ Pe3KO0 CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY U C TJIyXUM CTYKOM YHOApHUJIcs eii o moii: "PebGeHoK Oosiblile He
nocMmeet! He nocmeet! 4 Gonbire HUKOrfa He Oyny araTth oTiy! B To BpeMs melCTBUTENIBHO
yeTBEPTas IPUHIleCCa TIHYyIa BTOPYI0 MOJIOAYIO JIeou U3 0COOHSIKa MapKu3a YxkaoH03H, 4TOOH!
3a00KUpoBaTh Me4. Bropast Monofas equ ynasna B 00MOpOK, U yOuiilla ynapui 4eTBepTyio
npuHIileccy. Pe6eHOK ObIJT TaK CUJIBHO PACCTPOEH U 3071, YTO Coirai..."

VimnepaTop ¢eiprHYI: "TH BCe ele IpuAupaembcsa? 3HaYUT, X049elllb UCI0/Ib30BaTh MO0 PYKY,
YTOOBI OTOMCTHUTL? MCIIONIb3yelh MEHS B KaueCTBe HAKOHeYHUKa KOIbsi?!"

"PebeHOK He mpaB! {1 momkeH OB CKa3aTh OTIY MIPABAY, a 3aTeM 00CYIUTh KOHTPMEPHI C OTIIOM U
IIOIIPOCUTD OTIIa MPOCTUTDL pebeHKa!"

VimmepaTop MaxHyJ pyko#: "Mnou B xpam TaliMs10, BCTaHb Ha KOJIEHU U ITOPa3MBbIIIsTi 00 aTom!"

EBHYyX 3HaJ, 4TO cefyac eMy ero He mepeybequTh, T03TOMY IPUHITY Haflo ceidac OMyCTUThCS Ha
KojieHu. Korma uMIepaTop yCIOKOUTLCS, OH ITOIPO0YyeT YTOBOPUTEL UMIIEpPATOPa CMSITYUTLCS U
TI03BOJIUTD IIPHHITY BEPHYTHCS.

[TpuHI[ CHOBA MTOKJIOHUJICS ¥ YYTh He CIIOTKHYJICS Ha IIOPOTe, KOTMa, CKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY, BHIIIENT 3a
IOBEPb.
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