Pa3pmancst rpomkuit B3peiB. Ha Mapce Henerko OBINIO YCIBIIATh KaKOU-T00 3BYK, YVIYUTHIBAS €T0
pas3pexeHHy0 aTMocdepy. BamaxHyB cKOBOpono#, BuBuaH ymapuia TaMHCTBEHHOTO JyXa KPaCHOTO
TyMaHa ¥ OTIIpaBUJIa €r0 B [IOJIET, TIOCJIe YeTO OH IPU3EMIIUAIICS B IEeCSITHA METPaxX OT He€, OCTaBUB Ha
3eMJie ClIefibl Pa3I0KeHUsI 1 KOppo3uu. BuBHaH elllé He 00 KOHIla 0CO3HaJla ITPOXCXOAsiiee, OHa
IIPOCTO cpearupoBasa pedrekTopHo. OHa OblNa B IIOKE.

— YTt0 3T0?!

Ona 3akamsnack. M3-3a Bo3ayxa Mapca ey ObIJI0 TPYIHO [AbIMIaTh. XOTS OH U He OBIJT CMEepPTEIbHEIM,
HO IJIST TAKUX TIOTYCTOPOHHUX CYLIECTB, KaK OHa, 3TO Oblla HEKOMGOPTHAs cpefa.

*Kxa-kxa* — [ToueMy 3TO MeCTO Takoe yxKacHoe? ['me Mbl ceryac HaXOOUMCA?

— HageHnb BOpOTHUK XKu3HeoOecredeHus:! — rpoMKo HannoMHMI Xao 2K9Hb, HO OH He yCIlen en
oTBeTUTh. — OCTOPOXKHO! JTa MITYyKa CHOBa MpubimnxaeTcs!

Ymap CKOBOPOAH! He TTOBPEIHUJI 37I0T0 yXa; yIIaB ¥ HECKOJILKO pa3 epeBepPHYBIINCEH Ha 3eMJie, 37101
IyX CHOBA MOANPBITHYJT B BO3AYX. E€ phIXKKeE ATUHHBIE BOJIOCH PA3BEeBaIUCh, HECMOTPS Ha
HEeTIOOBUKHEIN BO3[IYX, a XOJION ¥ KPOBABHIM TyMaH BOKPYT He€ mpeBpalianuch B 6ypro. OmHaKO OHa
He ObIJIa TakKoM 0e3ymep:KHOM, KakK paHbie. CTOTKHYBIINCE C BUBMAH, B €€ TEMHBIX I'Jla3aX HaKOHeI-
TO TIOSIBUJICS HaMeK Ha IOIIATHYBIIYIOCS YBEPEHHOCTD; OHA JIeTajla BOKPYT ¥ THEBHO MeTaach B
BO31yXe, Kak OyITO HaxoOunIach B COCTOSTHUM CUIbHOUW UCTEPUKU. Bce ObIM 03aaueHbl 9TOU
CUTyalluel, HO He pelllajiiCh HUYEro NMpeAnpuHATh. OHU IPOCTO CMOTPENH, KaK YyJOBHIIE CXOTHUT C
yma. Tem BpemeHeM, OpoBY BuBMaH COIITHCH BMECTE, TPEXK/Ie YeM OHa ITpeBpaTUiach B BaMIIUpa, a
BOKPYT Heé IMOSBHUIICS XOJIOOHBIM BO3OYX ¥ KPOBABHIM TyMaH.

— ...YHto at0? I'me TH Hallesn 3Ty WTYKYy?

— ¢ He 3HA0! ITO MPOCTO BHIIIIO U3 BOMIIEOHOW KHUTH! — KpuKHYNa JIunmu. — § Xx0oTesna CIIpOCHUTS,
YTO MMPOUCXOOUT — II0YEMY 3Ta IITYKa BHITJISAUT TOYHO TaK XKe, KakK TH? Y Tebs eCTh APYro# KJIOH,
KpoMme XeccruaHa?

— BRITTISIIUT TOYHO Tak Xke, Kak 51?7 — BUBMaH oIapalieHo CMOTpella Ha 3710T0 [yXa, KOTOPHIH
GecLenbHO NeTan Hemoganeky. — OTKy[a Thl 3Ha€lllb, YTO OH IOXO0XK Ha MeHs? JTa TBaph 6e3/mKa!l

Iepxka B pyKe KOITbe ¥ TOTOBHIM K HOBOMY payHAy, Xao 2KoHb ObII OlllapallleH, YCIIbIIaB ClI0Ba
Busuas.

— YT0 TH TOJIBKO UTO CKa3aja? be3nuka?

— ITa, — oTBeTHIa BuBMaH, yKa3biBas najblleM Ha 6€3/TUKYI0 GUTYPY, KOTOPYIO OHA BHAENA. — JTO
TeHb, OHa 0e3/IMKa. ¥ HUKOTHa He BUesla TAaKUX MOTYCTOPOHHUX CYIIIeCTB!



Bce Obiu youBniensl. OHM HEU3MEHHO CMOTPEJH Ha PHIKEBOJIOCYI0 «BuBuaH», y KOTOPOU SIBHO OBIIO
nu10. BuBuaH Oblla eUHCTBEHHOM, KTO BUAEN MHAYe: IJIST He€ 3Ta TBAPb Oblla MIPOCTO TAHITYIOIIHUM
TyMaHOM C (QUTYPO YeJloBeKa!

Y Hux He OBIJIO BpeMeHU pa30upaThCs B AeTangx. 370U AyX, Ka3anoch, BHe3anHo nputien B ce0s. OH
CHOBa Opocuiicsl Ha HUX, ellé 6onee IPoCcTHO. Ecnu e€ mpeabigyinas aTaka Oblla HECKOJIBKO U3SITHON
M MSITKOM, TO Telepb OHa Obljla MPOCTO KPOBOXKAHLIM 3BepeM, XKakAYIIUM YHUYTOXKEHUS.
[ToyyBCTBOBaB TAXKeNyI0 CUTyauuto, Xao 2KaHb HEMe[IJIEHHO BCTaJl llepel HUMU.

— IloTom IIOroBopuM, CHa4dajla IIOKOHYUM C Heii!

Xao 2K3Hb C MOMOIIIBIO IIJTa3MEHHOM BCIIBIIIKY CBOET0 CepeOpsIHOTO KOIbSI PAHUIT 37I0TO AyXa, HO
OBICTPO MTOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK U3 €r0 TeJla BHITEKaeT XKU3HEHHAs Cuja, KOoraa 3710 JyX KOCHYJICS €ro.
OH OBICTPO YBEPHYJICA OT TBapH B BO3[yXe, a Ha ero MecTo mnogoctnena JIunu ¢ Korramu. [To3agu HUX
CTOSIU ASKC ¥ [y3T OTIla U ChiHa HaHbryH, TOTOBHIE K aTaKe 3aK/IMHAHUSIMU.

3710 myx OB HACTOJIHKO MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM M CTPAHHBIM, YTO Kyfa Obl HU YCTPEMUIIUCH €TI0 I'Ja3a u
TaJiblibl, Be3/le OCTABaJICs Cliefl pa3pylleHus. [Jaxe CTanbHOM MeMOpaHHBIH AT He MOT [0JT0
npomepxkatbes. K cuacTrio, Xao 2ZK9Hb OTBIIEK MOHCTPA OT HACEJIeHHBIX IIYHKTOB, TPEXIE YeM
1103BoIUTh MT]I TeemopTUPOBATh UX B 9TO MyCTEIHHOE MECTO, MHa4e, KOTla 3acuseT KpacHas JIyHa,
aTo OymeT KaTacTpoda!

Xotst BuBuaH He pa3o0pasiach B CUTyally, MOJTYaINBOE B3aUMOIIOHUMaHUE MEXMY YIeHaMU
KOMAaHIHI TI03BOJIUIIO €¥ OBICTPO cpearupoBaTh. IToka JIumu ¢ moMotrsio Korteit Mopo3uoro IlnamMeru
cpazasach C BparoMm, BuBruaH Hadasa BEI3bIBAaTh MOILIHYIO I'PO3Y, a O0/IbIIas TPYIINa TeTyYUuX MBIIIeH
KpyXua B BO3AyXe, CO37aBasi IBa TOPHAA0 ONHOBPEMEHHO. 3aBUCHYB B Bo3yxe, BuBuaH nmpukasaa
[IByM TOpHaAO cOmu3uThes. TeM BpeMeHeM OHa yBUAela mepudepuiHbIM 3PeHHeM, 4To JIumu
BOH3MJIa CBOM KOT'OTh B TEJIO TPOTUBHUKA.

— Cobauka, JepXKHu 3Ty WTYKy! — KpUKHY/a BuBuas.

JIunu OHSTHS He UMeJIa, YTO X0Tejla CKa3aTh BuBMaH, HO OHa MOJYMHUIIACE, ITOJHSIB KOTOTh BMECTE
C myxoM BBepX. B cremyioliee MrHOBeHME OHA MOHSIJIA, YTO €€ MOopas3usl yaap rpoma.

MourHei# TOK Tpo6exkar o Tely 37I0T0 AyXa U OIMYyCTUICS Ha KOrTd Mopo3Horo orHs, JIumu
MI'HOBEHHO 3aropenacsh, Kak ¢aken. OHa ynasa U cTaja 10XoXa Ha 4ay-4ay ¢ TEMHOU IIEPCTEIO.
XPHUTITEIT OBITT B IPOCTH.

— BbatTn! TH ncuxomnar!

— 4 Bce mopcuuTtana. Bcé Oynet xopoino! — BuBuaH He YyBCTBOBajla BUHBE — OHa Oblla abCOJIIOTHO
yBepeHa B CBOEH CIIOCOOHOCTH KOHTPOJIMPOBATH TOYHOE KOJIMYECTBO CUJIIBI, KOTOPYIO HYKHO
HCII0JIb30BaTh.



TeMm BpeMeHeM, 37101 OyX MPUHSAI JAeBIHOCTO AEBSATH IIPOLIEHTOB CUJIBI MOJTHUM. Kak U B cliy4ae C
KacTpIoJieit, e€ oTOPOCHUIIO Ha COTHU METPOB, TIOCJIe Yero OHa pPacnasach B BO3AyXe B CUJIbHOM
BCITHIIIKE KPACHOT0 TyMaHa. Ha 3TOT pa3 oHa mony4umna 0ojiee CUIbHEIN yaap. M TyT xKe ASIKC 4TO-TO
3aMeTHII.

— Ilycts BuBuau pasbepeTtcs ¢ aTuM! OHa MOXKeT KOHTPOJIMPOBAaTh 3TOTO MOHCTpa!

— 4 He yBepeHa... — BuBraH Habpocuiack Ha gyxa CO CBOMUM POEM JIETYYUX MEIIIeH, — ...HO THI
MOXKeIIb PACCUUTEIBATh HA MeH:!

YBUeB, YTO K He JIETUT POY JIeTY4YUX MBIIIEN, phlKeBoJiocas «BuBuan» 3aCTOHaa, CJI0BHO
UCIyraaach. 3eMsl Hadaja pa3jaraThCs, YepHeTh U 00yTIUBATLCS TIOM eIKUM KPOBaBLIM TyMaHOM.
HecrabunbHast Marudeckasl 9Heprus HaIlOJIHUTIA BO3OyX. BuBuaH (HacTosImas), Ka3auock, He
3aMeuara Bcero 9Toro. OHa HaIpaBuUIach IPSMO Ha Bpara.

CBeTOBOH IITOPM HEKOTOPOE BpeMS ITOJIbIXall MOJTHUAMHA U I'POXOTall B3PDEIBAMH. BCKOpe BCe 3TO
6bICTpO CTHUXJIO, KOT'la JIETy4YH€e MHIIIN BEPHYJIUCE B TEJIO Busuan. OHa IMOCMOTPENa Ha BEIZKZKEHHYIO
SAMYy Ha 3€MJI€ U HaXMYPHUJIIACh.

— OHa yxe MepTBa?

— MeprtBa? — Xao 2KaHb OblT IOKUPOBaH. OH MOTHSIICS.

— 4 myman 3aXBaTUTh €€ KUBOH...

[Tocne 6UTBH IByX «BuBMaH» 0CTanach TeMHas SMa. 37I0T0 fyXa HUTHe He ObIJI0 BUAHO, TOJIBKO JIyKa
KPaCHOM XXHUOKOCTU MEMJIEHHO TEKJIa 10 OHY SIMbI, Kak OyaTo ympsiMasi TBapb Oblyia eImé xkuBa. JIumu
OCTOPOXKHO OPOCHIIa B KPACHYI0 XKUOKOCTh MaJIeHbKUI KaMyIlleK, HO HUKAKOW peakKInu He
II0CJIeq0BaIo.

KUgKOoCTh IIOCTEIIEHHO y'6bIBaHa, CJIOBHO IIOTEPSAB IIOCJIEAHNE OCTAaTKH JKVU3HEHHOU! CUJIHI, Impexne
4YeM IIPEeBPATUTHCA B JIY2KY KPOBH, ITIOXO0XKYIO Ha OCTATKKW Maruu KPOBH.

Honro BrasigeiBasich B sMy, Haueryn Canba mo4yBCTBOBAJ, Kak 10 MO3BOHOYHUKY NTpo0exKal
XOJIOMIOK.

— YT0 9TO 3a LITyKa?

Xao PeH cBen 6poBU U CITyCTUICS B IMY. [JocTaB HEOOBIIYIO METANIMYECKYI0 TPYOKY U cobpas
JKUOKOCTD, OH CKasasl: — §1 He 3HA0... HO YyThe MOACKa3biBaeT MHE, YTO Pa3yMHO coOpaTh HECKOJILKO
00pas1oB, eCIK He 3HAElllb, YTO 3TO TAKOe.



BuBuaH Halllnna Ha T'PaBUU CKOBOPOAY, KOTOPYIO BbIGpOCI/IJ'Ia, OrOpYHUBIINCE BMATHHE Ha Hel.

— 4 pymana cpenath Poniy suuHbBIA TOPT... KCcTaTh, 4TO BH Aennanu? 3a4eM Bbl 3aTeSJIU APaKy C
arou mrykou? ['me 3T0 MeECTO?

— IIpexne ueM s 0OTBEYY Ha TBOH BOIIPOC, MOTY S Y3HATh, KaK THI ciofa moman? — Xao 2K9Hb OB
o3amaueH eme OoJblle, yeM BuBraH.

— THI 3Haelb, KakK Aajeko 3TO MECTO OT fioMa?

— He 3Halo, — oTBeTuna BuBuaH, moxas miuedamu. — Ilocye Kymauus Ponnu, oHa moTpe0oBaa
SIUYHBIHM TOPT. Y 5 moITa Ha KyXHIO, YTOOB IPUTOTOBUTD SUYHBIHM TOPT. M TYT S MOHSIA, YTO BHI
yuny. f BhIIIIA Bac MCKATh U YBUAENA 3a [IOMOM CBETSIIUICS KPYT NTeHTarpaMMEl. & MOmHSICS,
YTOOB! ITPOBEPUTH, UTO 3TO TAKOE, U B CIIEAYIOIIUIM MOMEHT 51 yKe ObLT 30ECh.

3aKOHYUB C 00bsICHEHUSIMY, BiBMaH HaXxMypHIach ¥ TOCMOTpeJIa Ha MYCTHIHHBIA MUP BOKPYT CeOs.

— Yr0 3a t-IépT... Takoe OIyIIeHKne, YTO ITO Yy2Kad IIJIaHETa.

— THI IpaBUIBHO MOHSIA. OTO HEHMCTBUTEIBHO HHOIIJIAHETHAA IIJIaHeTa, — CKa3all Xao 2K9Hb, a 3aTeM
IIPOTJIOTHII CBOM POT. OH OBINT B PaCTEPSHHOCTH, C YET0 HadyaTh. — ITO Mapc.

— Yto0?

— 910 monras UCTOpUs, — cKa3an Xao 2K9Hb, mo4yecksBas ronosy. OH 3HaJ, YTO 3TO He TOJIBKO U3-3a
6e3paccyncTsa JIuny, HO ¥ OH HOJKeH ObUI B35ATh Ha ce0s1 4acTh BUHBI 3@ 3TO. — THl BCE eI1e
IOMHUIND Ty BOJIIEOHYI0 KHUTY... BooOIie-To MEI ¢ JIunu genanu TeCT...

BuBuan Onlyia oreioMieHa.

Kak pa3 Korga OHa C06I/IpaHaCB CIIDOCHUTH, Junu BOPYT IIOMaHHUJIA UX K cebe co CTOPOHEI XOJIMa.

— BrI He Moru Obl TOrOBOPUTE M03ke? TyT Takas cutyauus!

Hanbryn Can0Oa ITOIHSIII TOJIOBY.

— Kakag cutyauus?

Kaxk pa360itHuK, JIuIH BEICYHYJIa F'OJIOBY Ha CKJIOH XOJIMa.



— Yeépr! IToxoxke, 3meCh €CTb BE3[EXO...
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