OTHoOIIIeHKe CTapuKa, CTOSIBIIETO mepey HuM, Ob110 mo6poxkenatensHeiM. OH He OTIUYaCs
U3NUIIHAM BeJIMYKMeM, KaK 4eJI0BeK, 3aHMMAIOIINH CTOJIb BLICOKOE MOJI0KeHue. IT0Ka OH TOBOPHII,
JKEHIIMHA B JOCIIeXaxX OBEPHYJIACh U C JTIFOOOMBITCTBOM IIOCMOTPeEa Ha HUX. Xao 2K9Hb 00HapyXKHuII,
YTO OHA OKa3ajaach ropasfo MOJIOKE, YeM OH OXKHAaJL.

Ha Bup et OBIJIO OKOJIO 25 JIEeT, y Heé Oblyla CBeTJIas KOXa, U BBRITJIsAOEJId OHA OY€Hb KPaCHUBO. Opuako
B €€ JIHIle YYBCTBOBAJICA JIETKUH TepOI/I‘-IeCKI/Iﬂ ayX, KOTOprﬁ HaMeKaJl Ha TO, YTO OHa UMEET OIIBIT
Cpa}KeHHﬁ, N He OHa He IIPOCTO KpaCHuBad XKEHIIWHa, He UMeIKIlana peaanoﬁ CHUIJIHI.

Bekky HeMHOro0 3aHepBHUYAJIa, KOTAa yBUena enuckona. OHa IOCIEIIHO CJI0XKUIa PYKU IIepef
TPYObIO B 3HAK 0COOOT0 IMOKJIOHA, a 3aTeM OTBecHusia riy0okuii mokiIoH. OHa CKa3asia XKeCTKHUM
TOHOM: — Ballle mpeBoCXOAUTEIbCTBO, MEHS 30BYT BEKKH, 1 HAEMHUK BTOPOT0 Kjlacca U3 ropoga
Jlam6epr... [la, y Hac ecTh BaXKHbIe CBEIEHUS!

— He HepBHUYANTE, S yKe CIIbIIIAT.

Enuckomn MaxHyJ pyKO# B 3HaK TOTO, YTO BeKKU He HYKHO OBITh CIIMIIKOM BeXJIUBOU. OH C
M00O0NBEITCTBOM IIOCMOTPEI Ha ttofel no3any bekku. OH 00HApyXKWI, YTO 9TU JIIONU He
IIPUBETCTBOBAJIUA €TI0 U He BhIpazal HUKaKOoro HanpsikeHus. ODHAKO 4yBCTBOBAJIOCH eBa YII0BUMOE
OTYyXK[EeHUE.

OH He ynepzaJiCcsl ¥ CHOBa IIOCMOTPeJI Ha HUX, HO HUUero He CKa3aJl II0 3TOMy oBoxy. OH poCTo
II0BEPHYJICS K BeKKU U cpa3y nepelen K fefy: — Bel Bce TOIBKO YTO CIIyCTUIUCH C Top? U BH
3HaeTe YTO-HUOYMIb O CKATbHEIX MOHCTPAX?

Bekku nocnemHo KuBHyna u oTBetuna: — [la... Ja. Mel BUfienu, Kak OHU OTAEJIUINCH OT IIMKa Ha
102KHOU CTOPOHE TOPHOM TPOIIHI!

— OTpgenunuch oT MUKa?

BpoBu cTapuka IPOTHYJIH, B €T0 MYTHHIX I'Jla3ax NPOMeJIbKHYJ YOUBIEHHEIN OJIeCK.

— Kak? I[ToxanyiicTa, pacCKaXkuTe MHE TTOIPOOHOCTH.

Xotst Bekku 00b19HO OblTa OecreyHoi u 6ecCTpaITHoM, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHA OblNa rpaXKaaHCKUM
JIUIIOM, ¥ KOTOPOTO ORI TTTy00KO YKOPEHUBILUIUCS CTpax nepen YueHnukamu CriaBbl. Briepsrie B
JKM3HU OHA BCTPETHUIIACH C €MMMCKOIIOM, TaKOW BaXKHOM IMMINKoM. OHa MOCIeInsIa paccka3aTh eMy
000 BCeM, YTO OHU BU[IEJNIM B TOPaX, a TaKXke YIOMsHYyIa 0 OMTBe Ha BOCTOKE TOp.

— BrI BTpOEM cITpaBUINCh C KaMeHHEIMUA MOHCTpaMu? IToxoxke, y Bac eCcTh peajibHas CHia.

Crapuk C youBiieHHEM IMocMOTpes Ha Xao 2K3Hs u Iiofel psmoM ¢ HUM, Y KOTOPBIX Jaxe He ObIIo
opyxwus u gocrexoB. OH He MOYYBCTBOBAJ OT HUX 0COO0M BOMHCKOMW CHJIbI, YTO YOUBHUIIO €T0, U OH



cpocui: — Bbl TOXe M3 I'PYIITE HaeMHUKOB?

JIunu TIIOAIIPEITHYJIA Ha MECTE U CKa3aJia:

— «Co0aky 3aHSIM BCE XOPOIIHe UMeHa!»

Xao 2K9Hb NoneITaICA cpa3y ke 0CTaHOBUTH AEBYILIKY, HO He ycCIesl. JIUIu aeiicTBoBasla CIUIIKOM
OBICTPO.

CraphIil eIKMCKOI TSKeJ0 B3JOXHYIT U CKa3all: — HaeMHUKU cefyac... CTAHOBSATCS BCE Oosee u Gomee
BO3MYTHUTeNbHBIMU. Korma st 0511 MoJof, OHYM Ha3biBau cebss CepebpsiHas pyka, CepeOpsHbIi KyTak
u CepeOpsiHbli T71a3. Ceiiyac ©MeHa CTAaHOBSTCS Bce 6oyiee CTpaHHBIMU. MOJIObIe JIIONK B HAIU THU
He BOCIIPUHUMAIOT UMeHa BCEPhES.

Xao Kaub nmpobopMoTan: — Bce xopolne uMeHa yxke 3aHATHL. [IoueMy Obl BaM He paccKa3aTh HaM,
YTO TOCTIeHSS TPYIIla HAEMHUKOB U3 cepeOpsHOM cepruu Ha3kiBaeTcs «CepeOpssHOe KOIeHo»?

— M&I BUe/ I CUTYALUIO 3a TpefeiaMu Topofa paHee.

BuBraH He X0TeNa 3allMKINBAaTLCSA Ha 9TOM TEME U B3siIa MHUIIMaTHUBY Ha ce65{, YTOOBI OTBIIEYD
BHUMaHHE.

— Brio nu 3mech HanapgeHue? Kakos craTyc?

— JIBa HamafeHus, PEIIAPX MOHECIM HEKOTOPEIE IIOTePH, HO, Halfs ci1adoe MeCTO TUTAaHTOB, OHU
mo0eguin uX.

Crapuk He CTajl CKPHIBATh CUTYAIIMIO ¥ B O0IIKUX YepTax paccKasasl, YTo IPou30IuIo gfHeM. Xao KaHb
TIOHSIJI, YTO IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK CKaJlbHbIe MOHCTPHI OTKOJIONTMCH OT CKAJIbl, OHM Cpa3y JKe Hallalld Ha
MaJIEHbKUH TOPOMIOK y MIOMHOXKHUS X0IMa. [[Ba HamageHus MO,

[lepBas aTaka IpOU30IllJIa TPY Yaca Ha3af, IPUMEPHO Yepe3 Yac II0CyIe TOro, Kak ¢ FOPHL pa3faics
TPOMKHUM B3pHIB. bonee 10 KaMeHHBIX MOHCTPOB BEICKOYHIIM U3 TOPHOTO NPOX0aa. bOBIIMHCTBO
IIOTEPhb CPENH PHILIapel IMIPOU30IIII0 BO BPEMS II€PBOM aTaKM.

MoimHbIe 60€BBIE CIIOCOOHOCTH 3TUX MOHCTPOB OBLTH €II€ He CaMBIM CJIOKHBIM MOMEHTOM. CaMbIM
CJIOKHBIM OBIJIO TO, YTO OHM MOTJIM PereHepHpPOBaTh, HAXOMSICh B KOHTAKTe C 3eMJIeH. HUKTO He 3Han
00 3TOM, ¥ Y HUX He OBbIJI0 TAKOTO CUIBHOTO YejIoBeKa, KaK ASIKC, KOTOPHEIM MOT Okl BO BpeMsi 605
onpenenuTh ciabble MecTa MPOTUBHUKA. [109TOMY PHIIIAPSIM MIPHUIIIOCh HEJIETKO, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
OHM OTOMIMCEH OT KAMEHHBIX MOHCTPOB, ITIOHECS OIIpeeIeHHEIEe TOTEPH.

BTopas aTaka Impou3olia Yyac Hasafl, Kak pas mnepep TeM, Kak Xao 2KsHb ¥ oCTaJIbHbEIe IIPUOLIIH B



ropon. CHoBa Oosnee 10 ckanbHEIX MOHCTPOB BEICKOUWIM U3 TOPHOU TPOIB, HO OHU OBIIIN
TIOATOTOBJIEHHI, ¥ aTaKa Oblla JIETKO OTOUTA.

— 9T0 OBIJIO OYEeHb HEOXKHUOAHHO. ITU YyJOBHINA IIOUYTH BOPBAJIUCH B TOPOJ, — CKa3aJl eIuCKOII
TUXUM T'OJIOCOM.

— K cyacTrio, 3T0 IoCIeHAsl 0OCTaHOBKA Neper CBATOU 3eMJied. 3[eCh KPYTIJIBIY IO HaXOOUTCS
MHOTO PHIIapey, TaK YTO HUYEr0 CEPhe3HOT0 He IPOU30IIIO.

— CYI[H II0 BpEMEHH, II0CJI€ TOI'0 KaK CKaJIbHbI€ MOHCTPEI OTKOJIOTHUCE OT CKaJIbl, OH!U OOJIZKHBI OBLIIH
HaIIPAaBUTLCA IIPSIMO B T'OPOM.

Monopnas XKeHIIMHA, KOTOpas TOJIBKO YTO pPa3roBapHBallia C €IIMCKOIIOM, MOJI49aJjla HOBOJIBHO JOJITO. B
9TOT MOMEHT OHa 3aroBOpHUIJIaA. Eé romoc 6ni1 POBHEBEIM U ITPUTATATEIIEHBEIM.

— Baire mpeBoCXOOUTEILCTBO, YTO BH lyMaeTe 00 3TOM fiene?

Emuckon CKIOHUI TONIOBY, 3aAyMasiCsd Ha MTHOBEHUE ¥ Hadall Me[JIeHHO TOBOPUTh: — [IpaKOHUM
XxpebeT — 3TO CBITOTATCTBO, BO3BEIEHHOE BHICOKOMEPHBIMYU APEBHUMU MaraMU-UMIIEPaTOPaMH.
Kaxnriii KaMeHb B 9TOM rope — BBI30B BJIacTH 60TMHL. Bce mpousorieniie HeOOYHEIE SIBIIEHUS
cnenyeT 00OBbSICHUTH 37TBIM YMBICIIOM, @ CKaJIbHBIE UYMOBHIIA, BRIPBABIIMECS U3 TOP, HECOMHEHHO,
IIOJIHEI 371a.

— 1 mymaro, 4TO MX LIEJIhI0 MOJIKEeH ORITh He 9TOT KOHTPOJILHEIA MYHKT, a... belHIl, CBAlIeHHoe
03epo.

— A tak AYyMAl0, — KHMBHYJIA KEHIIIAHA.

— Hcue3noBenue Cheprl CBaToro CuHoma, HeoObIUHEIE H3MeHeHUsT B CBSITOM 03epe U I0SIBIIeHUe
MOHCTPOB B [I[pakoHbeM Xpe0Te. ITH MOHCTPH TEIePh IEITAI0TCS HanacTh Ha CBITOE 03epo. ATa
yepeqna COOBITHY — OYeBUOHASA U CIJIaHWPOBAaHHAs IIPOBOKAIIUS.

Enuckomn Momgasn. EMy He HpaBUIUCH CJIOBa «HAIafieHue» U «IIPOBOKAIUS», OBA CJI0BA OYEBUIHOMN
HAIPaBJIEHHOCTH, HO (aKTHI, JTeXKall[ue repen HUM, 3aTPYIHSIIN €T0 PeIIUTeIbHEIN 0TBeT. HakoHer,
OH CMOT TOJIbKO KMBHYTb U CKa3aTh: — BO3MOXKHO, Te 37Ible [yIIX B JPEBHUE BpeMeHa ellle He
coanuck. OHU TOTOBSAT KaK0e-To...

KeHmuHa Me[IJIeHHO CKa3aia: — JJIOKeH 00bsIBUII BOMHY O0OTHHE, Ballle TPeBOCXOOUTENbCTRO.

— Emé cnuimkoM paHO OyMaTh, YTO 9TO CBSIIeHHas BOMHA, — HaCTauBall eluCcKoI. — BiacTs O0TUHU
He TakK JIeTKO MOLIaTHYTh.



— Ho, gpeBHMe Maru-uMmnepaTophl OMHAKIL JOOUIUCH YCIIeXa — MBI HOJI)KHEI OTBETUTD Ha 9TO,
mpexje 4YeM OHU CIIPOBOLIKPYIOT HAC BO BTOPOM pa3. Haue Mbl He MOXKeM OBITh YBEPEHHI, UTO
OOrHHS He pa3rHeBaeTCs BO BTOPOM paa.

Ha 3TOT pa3 emucKOI MOTYas JOJIbIe. YBE, OH CMOT TOJIBKO B3MaxHYTh PYKOM U CKa3aTh: — ...Bae
IIPEBOCXOUTEILCTBO, MTOXKATYHCTa, UMEHTE B BUIY, YTO HEKOTOPHIE BEIIU 3aIMPEeIleHbl U He JOJIXKHEI
YyacTo yIoMuHaThcs BOu3u CBATOro o3epa. [laxe ecnu TaM He 6ynet Chepsl Cesimennoro CuHoma,
6oruHs Toxke OymeT 3HATh, UYTO IIPOUCXOTUT B 3TOM MUPE.

— Yro Xk, s mogyMaio 00 oTKpeITHY ['poba ['ocriomHs, HO, IO KpaiiHel Mepe, He paHbllle, UeM depe3
Tpu Mecsita. Hamerocs, s cMory o0bsiCHUTE 9T0 ETo BenmuuecTsy.

— Mynphiit Xof, — CKa3asla XeHIIMHa ¥ KUBHYJIA, @ I0TOM BOPYT BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO B KOMHATE €CTh U
npyrue. OHa U3BHHSIOIEECS YIRIOHYIach UM U CKa3ajla: — M3BUHUTE, MBI YBIIEKJIUCh CIIOPOM U
IIPOUTHOPHUPOBAIIY Bac.

Xao XKaHE BCE elé OBl B OLleIIEHEHUH.

Bekku ymuBuiach ¥ BHE3aMHO BCKo4Ynna: — [IogoxkauTe-mogoxKauTe MUHYTKY! Baiie
npeBocxoguTenbCTBO, Odpa?! Thl, THI-THI...

Cnoxus pyku Ha rpynu, Odpa, Ka3anock, Halllla peaklnio bekky 3abaBHOM U CKa3aja:

— 4 Odpa, Mmapiran KOpoyieBcTBa. YTo CIIy4unocs?

Bekku 3agymarnack Ha MTHOBEHUeE, 3aTeM flayia cebe MOIIeYnHy U oTepsiyia co3Hanue. Haueryn Yios
Oblta 6mrKe Bcex K bekku. OHa OBICTPO MoAfepkKasia HaeMHUIY pyKaMH.

Bekku MenieHHO OTKpPHIIA I'/la3a U YBUOENa, YTO TeponyecKasi, JereHnapHas TePOUHS BCE eIlé CTOUT
nepeq Hew, II03TOMY OHa CHOBAa coGMpasach yrmacTh B 00MOpPOK. K cyacThio, Ha 3TOT pas, Mpexkae YeM
OHa MOTepsiyia CO3HAHKE, YI03 yIapuia el B INIO MIapOM BOMHL U JIbIA.

— Heyxenu 9T0 Tak youBUTEIbHO? 1 BUAEIa MHOT'O MHTEPECHHIX JTI0fIel, HO TaKyio OYPHYIO PeakInio
BUIKY BIIEPBBIE, — FOBOPHJIA OHA U BECEJIO yibi0asnacs.

— d-a oboxaro Tebs!

Bekky BCKOYmMIa 1 X0Tela Ha6POCI/ITBCH Ha Heé€. OlHAKO OHa OCTAHOBUJIACh Ha IIONIyTH, a 3aTeEM
3aMepJiia B CTpaHHOfI no3e. Ilocne 3TOro OHa Hadyana KIaHAThCSA M OTHaBaTh YECTb.

— Jlopg Mapiran — oX, HET, C3p — 0%, HeT, Batre [IpeBoCXOOUTEIBCTBO.



— Jla napgHO, 4 HE KOPOJIeBCKad ocoba 1 He repooruHsd.

Odpa ymeibaynack. OHa MaxHyJIa PyKOii U OTOIIIA B CTOPOHY. Kasanocs, To, Kak bekku oOpaTuiack K
Hell, 3aCTaBUIIO €€ TIOYYBCTBOBATh Ce0ST HEJIOBKO.

— 4 cneiana Bare uMsi, Bekku, BepHO? B 9TOT pa3 Thl BHeca O0BIION BKIIa, THl XOPOIIUH
HaeMHUK.

B a10 Bpemst Xao 2K9Hb OeHCTBUTENILHO He MOT He cpocuTh. OH mofoiien K BeKKy 1 mpoIenTan
nmo3anu Hee: — KTo 9T0?

— Kax TH MOXKeIb faxXke He 3HaTh ee?

Bekku ycTaBunach Ha Xao 2K9HsI, KaK Ha YyHOOBHUIIE, a IIOTOM BCIIOMHHJIA, YTO OH «BOJIIEOHUK U3
CeBepHoit IMnepuun», HO e Bce paBHO ITOKA3aJI0Ch 3TO HEMHOTO HETIPABAOIOM00OHEIM.

— JIrogu u3 Mmnepun XorHap Takxke H0MKHEL 3HaTh O¢py, Benukoro mapmana. OHa — ofHA U3 TpeX
rJIaB KOPOJIEBCTBA, 3HAMEHUTAs TePOUHS Ha BCeM KOHTUHeHTe! Brl CIIMIIKOM HeBeXKeCTBEHHE!!

— Bcé He Tak mpaMaTUYHO.

Ona YHI:I6HYJIaCB, " TEeIIepPhb BRITIIAOEe]Ia MOAXOMSIIEN. Al"peCCI/IBHHﬁ B3rjidAnd, C KOTOPEIM OHa CIIOPHIIA
C €IINCKOIIOM, IIOJTHOCTBIO UCYES.

— IIpocTo MHE MOBEIOCH MHOTOE TTePeXKUTh.

3aTeM OHa IIOBEPHYJIACh K eNUCKOIy U CKa3asa: — Baue IIpeBoCXoguTeNbCTBO, 1 IOUAY [IEPBOM.
[TycTh MOU pHILIApU 3aUMYTCSI HOYHOM 000POHOI, a 3aBTpa MBI IOAPOOHO 00CYyaUM, YTO [IeNaTh C
MOHCTPaMH, KOTOPBIe BEIXOOAT U3 rop. Ecnu urbopManus oT 3TUX HaeMHUKOB BEPHA, HaM IIPUAETCI
CTONKHYThCS C 6onee yeM 20 CKalbHRIMU MOHCTPaMH.
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