BepnyBuuch B 0anbHy0 3a1y, UMIIEPaToOP BCE elllé He MOT 3a0bTh DJIE0HOPY, BIOOIEHHO
CMOTPSINYI0 Ha KYCOUYEK 3aBapHOT0 MUPOTa U aKKypaTHO mnpobyoryio ero. OHa Oblia 37eraHTHOM
JIeld, COBCEM HeIMoxX0xkel Ha [IMPOoXKKY, C KOTOPOX OH BCTPeTUicsa B Maruueckom necy. E€ MaHeps!
COOTBETCTBOBAJIU TUTYIY «Jieiu». BIrpoueM, CBETUBILASICS B €€ CMOTPSIIEM Ha ITUPOT B3TJIME
nobpoTa Obljla TaKOM Ke, KaK Y MATKOM 3eJIeHOKOXKel [TUpoXKKH.

Ho Bc€ ke 3T0 OBIJIO HE TPOCTO KaKOe-TO YyBCTBO HOCTAJIbIMU. BHyTpu AneKceii omyIan cCTpaHHOe
TOMJIEHUE, C KOTOPHIM €My He IIPUXOJUIIOCH PaHee BCTpedaThCs. OH COBEPIIEHHO He TOHKUMAJI, 4TO
JXe 3TO0 3a YYBCTBO.

B 3arne, Kyna OH BepHYJICS, BEICOKO HaJl TAHIYIOUMMY IapaMy B JIIOCTPaX CUSIN Marndeckue KaMHU
CBETa, 0TPaxKasiCh B OTIIONMPOBAHHOM 0 OyiecKa 1momiy. B putMme Basbca 1Mo My3hIKYy
IIPUCYTCTBOBABIIIETO OPKECTPA 10 3aJTy 3JIETAHTHO [IBUTAJIUCEH TAHIYIOIINE TTaphl. 3aMeTUB
BOIIEAIIET0 UMIIepaTopa, HEKOTOPhIE U3 HUX OCTAHOBWIUCH U MOKJIOHUJIUCE, HO AJIeKCel TTIOmHST
PYKY, HaBas IIOHSATH, UTO B 9TOM HET HEOOXOIUMOCTH.

Hab6mrogas 3a TaHmopamu, 00J1eTYEHHO ITPOOJIKUBIIMMY [BUKEHUE 110 3aiy, Ceprei o0paTuics K
HUMIIePaTopy:

— Bare Benn4ecTBO, CETOOHS B 3aMKe 0an. Bam cTout IIPUTIIaCUTDb KOI‘O-HI/I6YI[I: Ha TaHell.

— 970 OHIJIO TBOEH HOEeel, — HaXMyPUJIICS B OTBET AneKcel. — §1 He IMIaHUPYIO HU C KeM CeTOmHS
TaHIeBaTh. MOXKHO e OBIIO HalTH UMIepaTpully u 6e3 atoro H6ana.

— Kak ckaxete. YaenuTue B cagy ToXKe ObII0 OB HEIIJIOXUM X0moM. Ho mepBrIM 00111e CTBEHHEIM
MEPOIPHUITHEM, OPTaHH30BAHHEIM II0CJIe Balllel KOPOHAIMH, JOJIXKEH OBITh I'PaHIUO3HEINA HMIIEePCKUH
oai.

— XM.

Kasnmepy xoTenoch OB pa3BesTh IeMOHHYECKHY 00pa3 uMIepaTopa, Jaxe ecjiu X0Th HeMHOTO. [1o
€ro 3aflyMKe, 4HCTas KpacoTa UMIlepaTopa Ha (poHe YEPHOU BOEHHOU (POPMEI, TOIIBKO
OYEPKKBABIIEN €T0 XOPOIllee TeJIOCI0XKeHNe, NoNKHa Obljla y2Ke caMma 10 ce6e TPOHYTh
coOpaBIIKXCS OBOPSH. Beob paHee TONBKO MPUOIHNKEHHBIE MUHUCTPH U TIOMOTIIIE €My B30MTH Ha
IIPECTOJI COPATHUKM 3HAJIM, KaK BHITTISAOUT Anekceit. Ho OHU He TpaTUIX BPEMS Ha BOCXBaJIeHUE €ro
BHEIIIHETO BUMa UJIM €0 CIIOCOOHOCTEH, TaK YTO [I0 CHX IIOP MPeKpPacHHIM 00/TMK uMIIepaTopa He
WCIIOJIb30BAJICA [AJIS BIUSHUS Ha OKPYKaIOIIHX.

Cepreii Bepu, 4YTO OIMHOT'O TOJIBKO CTPaxa He XBATHUT IJIST TOr0, YTOOHI CO30aTh 0OHOBIEHHYIO
MMIIEPHIO TTOCJIe U3THAHKS aHTHMMIIePHAIKCTOB. Begs Anmekcel Ha caMoOM fiejie ObIT XOJIOOHBIM 1
6e3xamoCTHEHIM. He OBIIIO IPUYKMH HE MCII0Ih30BaTh €T0 KPACOTY, YTOOH XOTh HEMHOTO U3MEHUTh
00IIleCTBEHHOE MHEHHE.

— CeropHsl MOXKHO U IPOITYCTUTH TAHIIEI, HO, IT0XKAJy#CTa, K CIeAyolleMy pa3y Haunute cebe
apTHEPIIY.

C ouyapoBaTeNbHOM YIBIOKOM Ha JIHlle, KpyXkKa B TaHIle, AJleKcell TouHO OBl BRIT/IsAMEN OoJiee
npyxemo6ueiM. [TpencTasnsis cebe 3Ty KapTuHy, Cepreit MeYTaTeNbHO YCMEXHYIICS.

— 3Halo, 4To TH 3aayMal, Cepreu. Ho g He MIaHUPYIO HUYETO [eaTh AJIS 9TOW UMIIEPUH.

Ia, 3To OBITM UCTHHHEIE HaMepeHus umnepaTopa, u Ceprei 6e3ycioBHO OB B Kypce. [lo cux mop
Anekcen KU TOTBKO Pafii MECTH, HO BIIEPENH Y HETO OO eIlé MHOTO JIeT, ¥ KAHIJIEDP XOTell, YTOOBI



HaBBIKH, OTTOYEHHEIE Pagu MECTH, TeIlePhb ITOCIIYy2KHUIIX Ha 6aro HUMIIEPUMN.

KoneuHo, 4yBCTBa uMIlepaTopa OblIM BakHBI, HO Ceprell BcE ke OBIT KaHI[JIEPOM UMIIEPUU — €T0
BEIOOpPOM Bcerfia OymeT Oymyllee CTpaHEL, a He TMYHOE CUaCThe UMIIepaTopa.

— ...KcraTy, Kak TaM oxpaHa yiefu I1e0HOPHI?
Yronku pra Cepresi NpUIOTHSINUCD:

— 4 mpucTaBUT K HEW TPOUX YeJIOBEK M3 Balllel TMYHOW OXpaHHI. [I715 Balllero BeIu4ecTBa He OygeT
po0IEMOM, €CITA YKCIIO TEJIOXPaHUTEIel BOKPYT YMEHbBIIUTCS.

Anekcell B OTBET MOJTYa KUBHYIL

Tem BpeMeHeM 0ajl CTaHOBUIICS BCE Gojiee 0KUBJIEHHBIM, TO JIM IIPUCYTCTBYIOIINE PACCIabUINUCh U3-
3a TOT0, YTO AJIeKCel COBCEM He BHITTISIAEI TEM JeMOHOM, KOTOPBIM €TI0 MPENCTaBIsIN, TO JIM IIPOCTO
13-3a 00UJIUSA BBLIIIUTOIO aJIKOTOJId.

HiMmepaTop TOKe HaKOHEIl CMOT PacclabuThCs U OTISIIEeThCS. BONMBIIMHCTBO KAaHIUIATOK B €I0 XKEHEI
K 9TOMY MOMEHTY y2Ke BEPHYIUCh Ha3al B 0aMbHYI0 3aj1y, HO JJIE0OHOPH CPefy HUX He OBIII0O BUMHO.

— Ceprei, 4TO CIIy4YHUJIOCH C JIeAu IIE€0HOPOU?
BecmokoicTBO HMIlepaTopa II0paioBaio KaHijiepa. IToxoxke BCE OBLIO Tak, KaK eMy U XOTEJI0Ch.

— 4 HEeMeOIeHHO IIOUHTEPECYIOCH Y OXPaHbl, — C 3TUMHU CJIOBAMH OH OTOCJIaJI OnMuKaUIIIX CONIaT K
T€M, KOro IIPUCTAaBUJIX K OEBYIIKE.

Anexceil HEPBHO 3aép3aJl HA MECTe U, CTapasiCh COXPAHATh XJIafHOKPOBHUE, TJIOTHYJI BHA U3 GoKara.

Bckope oxpaHHUKY BEpPHYJIUCH C OOKIagoM Ansg Cepres, BIPpOUYeM HaXOOAMIUKUCS PALOM UMIIepPaTop
TOXK€ BCE YCIIbIIIAII.

— XMm? OHa yXe Ha IIyTU JOMOU?

Ha Bonpoc Cepresi oxpaHa KUBHYJIA ¥ PACcCKa3aja, YTO CIyYUIOCh. Y CIbIIIaHHOE IPUBEJIO AJIeKCes B
SIPOCTb:

— KT0-T0 0671171 €€ BUHOM U 3aCTaBUJI OTIPABUTHLCSA JOMOM? YeM TaM BooOIIe oxpaHa 3aHUMasach?!

— Co BceMm YBaXKeHuneM, Ballie BEJIN49EeCTBO. Ee ceCTpa cnyqaﬂHo IIpOJIkJIa BUHO Ha eé Hapsmg. B sTom
HeT IIPECTYIIJIEHUs. OxpaHa He OyMaJla, 9YTO OOYb Iepruora MOxeT OBITH TAKOM HEJIOBKOM.

Ho Ha ym Anekceio IPHIIIK BOCIIOMUHAHUS U3 COOCTBEHHOTO eTCTBa. Bce Te ciy4au, Koraa Hafl
HUM HU3[eBaiCh — IIOPOH BCE GBITIO JOBONBHO 6€300MAHO, HO TOPOM MOTJIO M CTOMTh €My KU3HU. B
moboM ciydae st pebEéHKa ObIIO0 TSKEIo IePeXUTh U Te, U Apyrue. OTH JIeTCKHe BOCIIOMUHAHUS
HaJI0KHUJIKUCh MIJIsE HEeT0 Ha 06pa3 MeBYIIKH, ¥ OT OMHOM MBIC/IM, YTO OHA MOTJIa Ceidac MIaKaTk, YTo-
TO B €0 TPYO¥ 0TO3BAIOCH OOJIBIO.

A B cremyioumi MOMEHT AJleKcell HeOXUaHHO 0CO3HaJI, YTO BOJHYETCSI U3-3a KOT'0 IPYyToTo.
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