Hccent AXHYJI, KOrga IMO4YYBCTBOBAJI OTPOMHYIO 00JIb BO BCEM TeJIE.

B3priB ObIT HEOOJIBIIMM, HO €ro cuia Obljla OTPOMHOM IJIs IIaTeHa, OH BOOOIIe He MOT ABUTrAThCA...!

«Hcceii-can!» Acusi BCKPUKHYJIa, OHA OBUHYIACh BIEpE ¥ Havajla 3aJIeYuBaTh €r0 PaHbl CBOUM
«CymepeuHbM HcueneHuemM».

I/I3BpalueHHbeI MaJIbY¥K B3JOXHYJI, YyBCTBY{, KaK 0071b HAYMHAET IMPUTYIINIATECA, OH HUKOT'Ia HE OBLT
TaK CYaCT/IUB, 4YTO Acus Oblna pAIOM.

OH ornsifencs, MeITasCh IOHATD, TTIE OHH.

Onu Bce ellle ObITM Ha HaYaJIbHOM TPEHHUPOBOYHOM IIJIOIIAAKE. ..

9TO 03HAaYaso, 4To...!

«...XM-xM. Kakoi y Te0Os none3usiii CeameHHb Mexanu3M. O npurogutcs B 6ynymem. Ho s
AyMaro, YTO THl CMOTPHIIb Ha 9TOTO MaJib4¥Ka CJIUIIKOM CTPaCTHO...» 3aMeTU/I MyK4YMHa B MackKe,
IIpeX/e YeM OBUHYTHCSA K HUM ABOUM.

Hccent 3apeIvall U IIOIBITAJICA BCTATh, PEIIIKUB HE IIOOITYCKATh 3TOT'0 IMMapPHA K Acuu. Uctienenue
OelCTBOBAJIO, UCIIEJIsAsl eT0 1 MO3BOJISISI CHOBA CpaXKaThCs.

3aTeM TeMHOBOJIOCHIM MaJIbUMK IIOOHAII JIEBYIO PYKY, IIpU3bIBasi CBOU CBSIIEeHHBIM MexaHu3M...!

KpacHrIll cBET 0XBaTuUI €r0 PyKy, Ha pPyKe MOSBUIach MaJleHbKas KpacHas nep4artka... [IBaxan
Kputuyeckui!.

«Xoporuo, 3acpaHen! Tel Hanpocuscs Ha 3To!» Kpukayn Ycceld, OH Hafesascs, 4TO eT0 TPeHUPOBKYU
XBaTHUT AJIS 3TOrO...!

Teneps!

Ycunenue!

Hccell moyyBCTBOBaJ, KakK €ro cuja yMHoXkaeTcd. Cuia, TeKylas 1o ero seHaM...! OH Mor 3T0
coenathk! Ha camom pgesie oH MorT-!

Kynak ynapui ero no juily, OTIIpaBUB B IIOJIET K cocefHeMY fepeBy. OH 3acTaBUI ero pa3buThCs U
OCTaBUJI B HeM OOJIbIIYI0 BMATHUHY.



KpOBB IIOTEeKJIa U3 €TI0 PTa, KOT'dda OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €TI0 CKYJIEI IIOJOAIOTCA aTaKe.

...4T0 9T0 OBIJT0? ITO ORI IapeHb B Macke? OH He MOT CKa3aTh... BCe ObIJIO PACIIIBIBYATO. ..

KT0-TO BRIKpHKMBAN €ro uMsg? Tak TSKeJo0 CIBIIIATh...

Bce 3T MBICIM TPUXOOUIIH B I0JI0BY obmamaTenio [IBaxael Kputuueckoro. Ho, K coxkaneHu1o, y HEro
He OBIJI0O BpeMEeHHU ITOAyMaTh.

CHYCTH BCEr0 HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUY IIOCTIe HalafeHus My2XK4YKMHaA B MaCKe CHOBa IIOABHUIJICA IIepen
HUM, CKJIOHHUB I'OJIOBY ¥ PACCMATPHBAA IOYTHU HEIIOOBUXKHYIO (l)I/Il"ypy Ha 3eMIJIe.

«...9T0 Bce? ITOo Bce, 4TO ¥ TeOs 6b1s10? UTO K... XOPOIIIO, YTO 5 He UCII0Ih30Bal Maruio. f Ovl He
XOTeJI, YTOOBI TOT JPYTOM YEJI0BEK OIPEIeNil MO0 O3UIIUIO... HO S TOYTH Pa309apoBaH TeM,
HACKOJIbKO JIETKO 3TO OBLII0. MOXKeT MHE CTOUT eIlle HEMHOT0 Te0sI BIOXHOBHUTD...?»

Uccelr enBa ero moHdJ1, BCE OLIIO TAKUM TaJIEKUM.

Ho oH ycrnbimian CBOU CIEOyIOIIKe CITOBa.

«...Tvl 3Haelb, moueMy g Mydaio Te0s1? [ToueMy 51 X04y IPUUUHUTH Tebe Takyio 60Ib?»

Ox aTtoro He 3Hajn. OH CoOBCeM He ITOHUMAJI.

MyX4ynHa B MacKe MPOHOJIXKIII, KaK OyTO MOOPOCTOK HEHCTBUTENILHO CIIPOCHII €TO.

«3TO IIOTOMY, UTO MHE [IOCTaBIISIeT YAOBOIbCTBUE BUIETh HEKOTOPHIX JIIOAEHN, CTpafalomuxX OT O0IH.
BripaxxeHue oT4yasgHUS, KOT[a OHY MIOHMMAIOT, YTO Y HUAX HET BHIXOAa. B3risg co CTpaxoM OT TOTO,
Kak JIETKO S MOTy MX CIIOMUTb. B3ridp CThAa, KOTga g OCKBEPHSIO uX...! 9TO BCe Tak...
3aHHMAaTeJNbHO!»

Yr0...?

«Ho maxe 6oiee TOTO... 3TO siBHas ¥ a0COJIOTHAs 0€3HANEKHOCTh, KOTOPYIO OHYU MCIBITHIBAIOT, KOTHA
OHM OTKAa3hIBAIOTCS KOTHa-Tin00 HalTH CYaCThe, OT YEr0 Y MEHS NeWCTBUTEIbHO MypallIKH 110 Koxe!
9TO TakK... U3LICKAHHO...!»

... dTo 3a ue-...?



«.dc HeTePIIeHueEM XKy TaKOIr'o BEIPAaXKEHHNA Ha JINIe ManieHbKor Acuu. He Tak mu? Tak 4To BUOETH
ee BO3/II00JIEHHOT'0 B TAKOM COCTOSIHHUH... Xopoiiee MeCTO OJId Hadalla.»

['ma3a Hcces pe3Ko pacraxHyJIuCh.

Ero MBICJTIEHHBIH B30p BCIIOMHUII, Ka3aI0Ch Obl, U37I0MaHHOE TeJI0 ACUU Ha KpecTe.

Bcnomunas 6e3HageKHOCTh HaOMIOeHNs, KaK y Hero 3abupaioT KOro-To
OEeUCTBUTEILHO 0COOEHHOTO0.

«... He...» Tuxo nmpo6opmoTtan Mcceit, cxxuMasi pa3pylleHHYI0 JIECHYIO TOACTUIIKY C HallPSIKEeHHOM
S9HEpTUeu.

MyxuuHa B MacKe CKJIOHUJI royioBy. «He uto? He memnai aToro ¢ manenskou Acuen? Hu 3a 4To, 5
Oymy HacmaXkOoaThCs €370 Ha Hel, Tl 3HAEIIh?»

Maﬂb‘-II/IK-HOJIPOCTOK HHUYero He CKa3aJl, OH TOJIBKO MOJI4Ya ITPUTAaIlHUII CBOE pa361/IT08 TEJI0 O0
IMOJIOKEHNA Ha KOPTOYKaX.

«... fl c HeTepIeHUEM XKy TAKOr'0 BEIpaXKeHUs JI1lla MaJleHbKOU ACHH...»

«... 4 He mo3Bomio Tebe...»IIpomenTan Vccel, 9T0-TO BHYTPU HETO BHIPBAJIOCH, IIOKA OH TOBOPHII.

«... Xa? He no3sonuins MHe yero? Moxert, T colljia ¢ yMa? Kakast KajocCTb...»

Barman HUcces BCTPETHUIICA C MY}K‘-II/IHOI‘/JI B MaCkKe.

ApocTHbIEe rHa3a.

«f1 He mo3BoI0 TEOE TPOHYTH €€...!» 3asBUIT MaTbYUK-TIOAPOCTOK, OPArolleHHEIM KaMeHb Ha ero
CasamieHHOM MexaHu3Me Hadall CBETUTLCS, CJIOBHO OTBeUYas Ha ero S9MOIUH.

Huxkorma 6omnsbie...!

OH He MOXKET CMOTPETh, KaK OHA CHOBA TaK CTpagaer...!

3eneHoe cBedyeHUe Ha ero «[IBaxarl KputuueckoM» Hayaslo PacCUIUPSATLCS, CBET OKYTall €T0 PYKY,
KOT'7Ia eT0 BOJIS U JKeJaHue 3alUUTUTh KOTO-TO, 0 KOM OH 3a60THJICS, CTaIu CUJIbHEE.

...OH He IO3BOJIUT €l CHOBA TaK CTpagaTh!



[ToBrilIEHME ApPaKOHa!

Korga BoKpyr Hero Havalla KpyXKHUTbCS KpacHas aypa, Mcceit cHoBa Gpocusicst Ha Hero. Ecnu Ovl oH
TOJIbKO MOT HaHECTH OfUH yhap...!

Ho 4yenoBek B Macke IIPOCTO IIOBEPHYI I'OJIOBY C HACMEIIJIMBEIM B3I'JIAOOM B I'lla3adX, KOI'ld OH ITIOOHSAII
HOT'y ¥ Bpe3aJiCd €l B 4eJI0BEKa, CTaBIIEr0 ObSIBOIOM.

9to otmpaBuiio Mcces K APyroMy HepeBy, UyTh He CJIOMaB ero IIPH yaape.

«3aueM 0ecnoKOUTHLCA? TEI MOXKeIb OBITH CUILHEIM OJIS TUIUYHOI'O YeI0BeKa... HO THl Tak e ciao,
KaK TUITMYHBIA ObSBOJI HU3KOTO Kiacca.» M3meBancs MyK4rHa B MaCKe, yCMeXasiCh TPUYNHEHHOH
0ou.

[ITaTeH cHOBa BCTaJl, He oOpalllas BHUMaHUS Ha 00/Ib, ¥ Ha MTHOBEHME IIOTBITAJICS TPOBEPHUTD, BCE JIH
B IOPSOKe C AcHen.

To, 4TO OH yBHUOEJI, MIOKKPOBAJIO €T0.

Ee nmpuBs3anyu K epeBy ¥ fepxkKaiu Kak Mpu3, KOTOPHEIM MOXKHO ObII0 3a0paTh Ha IoCyTe.

Ycunexue!

YyBCTBYS IPUJIMB BHOBb 0OPETEHHOT0 T'HEBA BHYTPU HET0, OH CHOBA aTaKOBaJl YeJl0BeKa B Macke,
JKejas BCETo JIMIIb OfHOTo yaapa...!

[TpoTtuBHUK HMcces IpoCcTo Co3[an Maru4eckuit 6apbep, UCIOJIL3Ys ero, YTOOB OCTAaHOBUTD
pUOIUXKAUUNCS YOap MOAPOCTKA. ITOT CIyYalHBIA MaHEBD HOJIKeH ObLT IPUBUTH MOJIOIOMY
IIOAPOCTKY OJHY Belllb.

be3Hame>KHOCTS.

«ITocMoTpu mpaBpe B ria3a. Tel CIUIIKoM cial, 4ToOR 0OCTAaHOBUTL MeHs. Bce KoHYeHO.» M3meBacs
MyXK4YMHa B Macke, Jep:Ka PYKH ITofia/ibllle OT MarniecKoro Kpyra, 4To0Okl IT0Ka3aTh, HACKOJIBKO
CephE3HO OH OTHOCUTCS K 3TOM OUTBE.

Huckonbko.

Hccett ctucuyn 3y0wl. Ero HaunHama 0XBaThIBaTh 0€3BICXOOHOCTD, YEJIOBEK IIEepe HUM COBCEM He
neitancs! Mccelt He OBl 0X0K Ha HapyTo... OH HE MOT ero 0CTaHOBUTL. Ecyiu GBI TOJIBKO OH MOT
HaHeCTH OfUH yaap...!



Ho ou He mor. OH OBLJI CJTUIIKOM Ci1a0.

Bcerpa cnumkoMm ciab.

[ToToM OH KO€-4TO BCIIOMHUII.

C1noBa u3 TOro, YTO Ka3aJI0Ch IMPOIION XKHU3HbBIO.

Ero rnaza CY3HUIINCB, 3TO MOXKET IMOKA3daThCA HEBO3MO2KHEBEIM... HO 3TOT IIaPE€Hb HE BOCIIPUHKUMAJI €TI0
BCEPBES... TAdK UTO, MOXKET OBITb...

«...9H, 3acpaHell.» Tuxo cka3an Miccel, mpaKTU4YECKY MPOIIENTAaJl, MBITasgiCh CAENaTh TO, YTO CAenal
6s1 HapyTo.

[Torpo60oBaTh TaKTHUKY.

«YT0? Cobupaelbcs MPOCUTD MOLIAIbI?»

Manb4yuK-IoApOCTOK IIO0Kayasl rojIoBOM, BMECTO 3TOTO OH YCMEXHYJICSI CBOEMY Bpary.

«HeKTo ogHaXabl CKa3aJl MHE... YTO HU4Yero He KOHUEHO, II0Ka BCe He 3aKOHYHUTCS...» Havdan Mccei.

Ycunenue!

TakTuKa 3aTIruBaHUs BpeMeHI/I...!

Vnei6ka Mccest cTana mupe. «S MpocTo OOJIXKEeH CKa3aTh, YTO MPUIEePKUBAIOCh 3TOH (umocodun!»

B3pmis!

[TepyaTKka IIOIPOCTKA, Ka3aJioChk, BEIPOC/Ia Ha pyKe MaslbyKKa, OXBaThIBasl BCIO €r0 JIEBYIO PYKY, KOTAa
OH YyBCTBOBAJI, KAK BHOBb 00OpeTeHHas CHJia IIEPETOIHIET er0 YyBCTRa.

IocTaToYHOH OIS 3TOTO...!

Marudeckuii Kpyr, KOTOPHIM paHbllle Ka3aics TaKUM HelPOHUI[aeMBIM, TyT K€ TPEeCHYJI ITofi BHOBb
00peTeHHO# CUITOH MOJIOOT0 YEeI0BeKa.

3aTeM, BOT Tak, IOJ] BO3[AEWCTBHEM Hamopa OH pa3buiics BopeOesru.



I'maza MYXK4YWHBI B MaCK€ PAaCIOUPUIIUCE.

Kak!?

Y Hero He OBITIO HOCTATOYHO BPEMEHH, YTOORI CpearupoBaTh, IIOCKOJIBKY Hccen 6pOCI/IJ'IC$I Ha HeTo C
IMOAHATEIM KYJIaKOM.

«Jletu, THI CYyKUH CHIH!»

3aTeM ymapuI UM II0 JIUITY MY>KUYMHEI B MacKe, OTIIPAaBUB €T0 B MTOJIET B JIeC ¥ BPe3aB B IEPEBO,
pa30buB ero momoJIaM.
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