3aBepH.II/IB pa3rosop C MepCI/I, OH BHITJISHYJI B OKHO W YBUIEJI, 4YTO JIYHA BCE €Ille OCBEIIAET BEYEPHEE
He00. HYHHBII;I CBET IIPOHUKAJI CKBO3b OKHA, HE 3aKPLIThIE€ 3dHABECKAMU.

Anb0ept noporuen 61uxe K Po3e, KoTopas cliaja Ha OfHOU CTOPOHE KPOBATH.
- Hy, pa3Be celidyac Thl HE CIIUIIL HOPMAJIBHO.

ITpo1no coBceM HEMHOTO BpeMeHH C TeX II0pP, KaK OHa HavaJa CllaTh B 9TOM KPOBaTH, HO OHa clana
TaK XOPOIII0, YTO Ka3aJioCh, YTO 3TO GBITIO ee MeCTo Bce BpeMsi. OHa Tak HepPBHUYAJIA, YKIIAEIBAsCh B
Ofesiyio, HO TIOKa OH IPUTBOPSIJICS CIISIIIKMM, OHA IIOYTH MTHOBEHHO pacciabiisiiach.

Anp0epT JIer Ha CBOIO CTOPOHY KPOBATHU. 3BYK €e JbIXaHUS PSIOM C HUM 3aloiIHWI ero yimu. OH
TIOBEPHYJICSI B CTOPOHY ¥ IIPUCJIOHUIICS TOJI0BO# K criuHe PO3BHI.

- ToI cKa3aja, 4To Te6e HPaBUTCS MOS YIIbIOKa.
MHe Bce B Tebe HpaBUTCS. Bce, BKITIOYast TO, YTO 5T HE MOT BEIPA3UTh CJIIOBAMH.
TEI, TIOCTEIIEHHO BHECIIAas KPACKK B MO0 YHBIIYIO, OECIBETHYIO KU3Hb. THl MHE HPaBUIIIbCS.

C Toro MOMeHTa, KakK THI IPEeJII0KKIIa KOHTPAKT. Korga Tel moKa3ajla MHE BEIpaXkKeHHue JINIa, KOTOpoe
y Tebst OBLII0, KOTHa ThI CKa3aJjla, YTO HUKOT[a, HUKOT[a He IPUKOCHEeIIbCS KO MHE. B TO BpeMs THI
cMesiiack. Kak MBI BMECTe e/TM ¥ BMeCTe YHTaJIi KHUTH. Bce 9TO BpeMsi Thl MHE HPaBHJIACh.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[ia OHM BMECTE BOIIIIA B OaIrrHIO, OHA CKalasa €My, 4YTO OH He OOJI2KEH OyMaThb O
JIy4dmieM CH9aCThke, 4eM 3TO. OpmHAaKO TOJIBKO rJIynen IIoBepum OBI CJTOBAM «3TOM JXKEHIIVHBI», 1 OH
IIOKJIAJICA, 4YTO, KaK TOJIBKO BI:I6epeTCﬂ 13 9TOM OAIllHU, OTOMCTHUT POCTepaTy. TonBKO Tak OH MOT
IIPOAOJIZKATE CBOIO XKM3Hb.

910 OBII0 TakK. IToka nosepnenue Po3wl ApTI/IYC TIIOJIHOCTBIO HE U3MEHMUJIOCH.
C tex I10P, KaK OHa U3MEHHUJIaCh, OHA CTaJla €ro YGG}KI/IH.IGM. Ero cnacenuem.

2Ku3nb B OalllHe flajia eMy MUHYTHBIM OTIBIX OT BCel 37100BI ¥ BCel KagHOCTH, KOTOPHIMU OH OBIJT
OKPYKeH Ha IPOTSIXKEHUU BCel CBOeH KM3HU. IMEHHO OHa 3acTaBMJIa ero 0CO3HATh, YTO Ha CAMOM
mese O3HavyaeT XXKU3Hb. IMEHHO B TO BpeMs, KOTOPOe OH IIPOBEJI C Hel, OH OBIJT ITO-HACTOSIIEeMY
CYaCTIIMB.

XOTs OH 3HaJ, YTO OHU He MOTYT 2KUTh 3€Ch BEYHO, OH BCE XK€ KeJlall 3TOTO.
«...d MHe BCIIOMHHJIOCE KO€-4TO €llle.»

Bpewms, npoBeneHHoe ¢ P030#, HallOMHUIIO €My O JajeKoM IpounuioM. [1o Mepe TOro, Kak OH HauWHal
nymaTh 00 9TOM 60Jbllle, 3TO BOCIIOMUHAHKE TIOCTEIIeHHO CTAHOBUIIOCH SICHEE.

AHBGepT BCIIOMHHII BpeMsi, KOTDa OH BCTPETHUII 3Ty KEHIIUHY, KOT'Ia Y HETO HE OBIJIO HUYETO, KpoMe
IIOoTEepPH. OH He MOT HalTH HU OOHOMU IIPAUYUHEI, YTOOBI IIPOAOJIZKATh 2KUTh, HO IIOTOM OHaA B34JIa €TI0 3ad
PYKYy U fajia €My BOSMOZKHOCTE IYMaATh, YTO TEPIIETL X UOTU BIIEPE TOTO CTOHUT.

«Korma-uuOynb Bl 6ymeTe cyacTnuBel. BoT moueMy Bhl [OMKHEL XKUTh. Ballla 2KU3Hb CTOUT TOTO,
YTOOLI JKUTHY.

Ee ynbibka HalmoMUHANA SICHOE THEBHOe He0Oo, a ee TOH M XapaKTep ObIIM B TOYHOCTU TAKUMHU XKe,
Kak y HeIHeIIHeu Po3wl ApTuyc.



OH BCIIOMHUJI MOJIOHOTO OPaKOHa, KOTOpLIﬁ 3aHAII MECTO Ha IIONY PAAOM C KPOBATEIO. Takoe
CKOpOCIIejioe UMs, KdK «bnank», €My He IIOOXO0OnJIO.

Temneps y AnbbepTa BO3HUKIIO CHIIBHOE TIOO03PEHKe, UTO ero NeTCKKe BOCIIOMUHAHUS OBIIH
3a0mokupoBanel. OH MaXe MMOMO3PeBasl, YTO Ha HEero HaJIOXKU/IU 3aK/IMHaHUe CTUPAHUS
naMsaTHu. FiMest cMyTHOe TipeficTaBeHre 00 3ToM, AbOepT BCKOpe mepecTas 06 3TOM AyMaTh.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa COOMpaIach OCTAaBUTh €0, HO B3SATh C COOO0M 9TOT0 MpaKoHa.
- ...B03MOXHO, T03TOMY 5 CTas emie O0Jblie HeHaBUIETh JPAKOHOB,
Ecmu GBI OHA He CTajla HaeMHUIlel JpaKoHa, TO He CMOTJIa Obl TaK BHE3aIlHO KCUE3HYTh.

Y Hero MenbKHYJIAa MBICITb, 9YTO, BO3MOXKHO, PO3a IIpeofoea UCIEITAHKE, a 3aTeM BEPHYIAach K HEMYy
B Iportoe. OMHaKO 3Ta uaes Obla OMMO0YHON ¢ caMoro Havaja. Po3a ¥ Ta XKeHIIWHA OB IBYMS
Pa3HLIMHU JIIOIBEMH.

«T#HI - BCe, 4TO MHE HYXKHO.»

Anp0GepT OCTOPOKHO B35IJT JIOKOH BOJIOC PO3HI, MIEKOUYLIUH eMY IIIEKY, ¥ BCKOpPe TOIHEC ero K
ry06am. BeITh Tak 67TM3KO K Hel, HO He UMEeTb BO3MOXKHOCTH MPUKOCHYTHCS K Hel ObII0 MBITKOU. ETo
OpOBU HaXMYPHUIIUCh, HO OH BCE K€ YXMBIILHYJCS. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO TOXe ObIJI0 BpeMsi, KOTOPOe
OHY IIPOBEJIX BMECTE.

[Tocrne TOTO, KaK OHU BLIOEPYTCS M3 9TOT0 MeCTa, OyayT mBe Hemesnu. [TIoToM ofuH MecsI]. 9To OymeT
IIEPBLIN U IIOCJIEIHUM TbTOTHHIN HePuom Po3kl.

«Pa3Be s yXe He TOCTAaTOYHO KOaj?»

Ero menot goctur ymeu Po3sl. IIpu 3TOM 0Ha clierka noureBesniiacs.

Korma Anb0epT TUXO BEIIOXHYJI, OH CHOBA JIET TOfAablie 0T Po3HL.

Ecnu Obl 0H OB celiuac K Hell 67KKe, eT0 MOTJI0 OBl OJI0JIETh JKejlaHKe Pa30ynuTh ee.

% X %

B menp nmonmHoMacuITabHOM aTaku PocTepaTy s aBTOMaTU4YeCKU IIPOCHYJIAch Ha paccBeTe. MHe Qs
3TOTO faXke OyIUTbHUK He ITOHam00uICs.

...JJymMaro, fieHb, KOTrfia Mbl BEIOepeMcs U3 3TOM GallHK, HaKOHell HacTasl. MBI IeCTBUTEIFHO CKOPO
BeIOEpEMCS, HO S He YyBCTBYIO TAKOT'0 BOCTOPTa, Kak s AyMana. Moe ceppiie 3a6uiock Ipu OgHOM
MeIiciu 0 Poctepaty u ero 30 000 conpgar.

4 vMelo B BUAY, YTO OHHU 3[eCh HE [IJI TOTO, YTOOHI TIOCMOTPEThH KOHIIEPT UJIX YTO-TO B 3TOM pofe. I
Pe3Ko cena, Kak 6yaTo MOe TeJI0 CTal0 MEXaHUYECKHM.

- TwI paHo.

[Tocpenu ymapa Me4oM MeHs IIONpPUBETCTBOBa AnbOepT. Te MyCKymbl, KOTOPHIX S IaBHO HE BUOENa,
pajioBaIy Ias.

Iaxe ecnu OBl ceiiyac Ciofia IPUHECIIH CTaTylo, 1 He [IyMalo, YTO OHa Oblyia Obl TAKOM HMOeanbHOU, KaK
BOH TO ropsiyee TeJo.



BHe3amHo MHe CTajio MI000IBITHO.

...IloMornu 5111 BCe s¥iIla, KOTOPEIE ST CBapuIa [JIs Hero? ¢ chernasia Bce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOH
IPUTOTOBUTH WX, TIOHUMaETe.

- HepeCTaHb IIATUTECA U UOU II€PEOOEHBCA.

Anp0epT YXMBITBHYJICS, BRITHPAS MOT CO J16a MoIoTeHIeM. Kamy mota CTeKaiu Mo ero My, a Koxa
CcJerka rmokpacHena. To, Kak TOPeJio ero JKI0, CO3MaBajio BOKPYT HETO BSIIYIO, YYBCTBEHHYIO
atmocdepy.

- [Ipomy npoienus, npuni. He gymar, 4T0 CMOTY OTBECTH B3TJIAf,.
- Ot moero Tena?
- ...Ecnu g ckaxy: «[la, 9T0 Tak», 3T0 UCIOPTUT BaM HacTpoeHue?

[ToxBa/IUTh 3TO TEJIO OH CUMTAJI eIlle OJHOM MPo0IeMoi, HO, KOT{la er0 CIPOCHin, ATbOepT TOJIBKO
II0Kay4aJjl TOJI0BOU B OTBET.

- Bce B nopsipke, ecnu 3TO THL. Toraa, s fyMalo, TBOM OTBET — [a.
- Ha.

A dyecTHad, HpﬂMOHI/IHefIHaﬂ XKEeHIMWHAa, II03TOMY I'OBOPHJIA 0e3 0OMHSIKOB. AJ'IB6epT BJIOZKHII IIIAry B
HOZKHEI U €eIlle pa3 BBITEP IIOJIOTEHIIEM IIOT.

- Tebe He 00513aTeIBHO CEMYAC TaK MIPUCTATIBHO CMOTPETh. Thl CMOXKEIIh IPOIOJIXKUTH paCCMaTPUBATh
1103%e, TaK 4To Tebe He 0 4eM 0eCIOKOUTHCS.

Anp0epT TYT Ke YIBIOHYJICS el TJla3aMy, II0TOM yLIes ¥ CIPSITaNCS B BAaHHOM.
...41 MOr'y IPOOIKUTH pacCMaTPUBATh [103Ke, CKa3aJl OH.
[TocmoTpeTs Ha Takoe!

4 3akprUla rn1a3a, fyMasi 0 TOM, 4TO OH KMeJl B BUAy. TeMnepaTypa MOero Teja
TIOBBICHJIACh. 3ar0Pesioch He TOJIBKO JIUI0, HO ¥ BCe TeJlo. d HepBHUYAIa 3HAYUTEJIBHO I10-IPYTOMY,
YeM paHblIIIe.

CrernaB yCIIOKaMBAIOIINY BIOX, I €IBa yCIlena MOOHATLCSA Ha HOTU. Korfa 5 9To chenana, s Halllla
BraHka mpsMo PSIOM C KPOBaThio. 4 maxke He 0CO3HaBaja, YTO OH OB B OMHON KOMHATE, IT0OKa MEHI C
Anp6epToM pa3roBapuBalIy.

...Torma oH, MOIXHO OBITH, CIIBIIIAJ HAII pa3rosop, HOJIZKHO OBITh, BUIEJI, KaK S CMOTPe€JIa Ha TeJlo
AJIbGepTa, 1, OOJIXKHO OBITh, BU[IEN, KaK BBEIPazKeHHe MO€ET0 JInlla N3MEHHUJIOChE B O0JHO MI'HOBEHHE.

MHe HeMHOT0 HEJIOBKO U CTHIJHO, YTO eMy IIPUILIIOCh 3TO CJIBIIIATh, HO, TUIIA, S UMeI0 B BUAY, YTO OH
IPaKTUYEeCKU Jaxke CTapllle JedyIIKy Ir000ro yeloBeKa, HO i MeHs BiaHk Bcerma Obl1 peGeHKOM,
II09TOMY...

- Po3a...

b | IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha Hero U MOIIbITalaCh BECTH cebst Kak 00BIYHO, HACKOJIBKO 9TO OBIIIO BOZMOXKHO.



- Korga w1 mpocHyrics, bnaHk?
- HekoTopoe BpeMs Ha3ap...
- [Toyemy THI He mocman MOAOJIbIIE?

- [ToToMy 4TO ceromHsi... BaXHBIU feHb... Ho, Po3a, 51 gymalo, Te6e neiCTBUTEILHO HPABUTCS TaKoe
TeJIOCJIOXKEHHe...

- ...4TO TH HMeeIb B BUOY IO «TAKO€ TEJIOCIIOZKEHHE».

Moii goporoi ManeHbKui biaHK, moXkasnyicTa, He TOBOPY TaKUX HEPBHEIX CJI0OB. [loueMy y Te6s Tak
OKPYTJIMJIUCH T'N1a3a, KakK OyATO TH ¥ BIPaBAY IIOPaXKeH.

- He Bonnytics... Korpa st cTaHy B3pOCIBIM IPaKOHOM, s CMOTY I0Ka3aThk Tebe 3Ty dhopmMy, Korpa 6ymy
IOTUMOPGHUPOBATh.

BrnaHK 3asBuII 00 9TOM OYEeHb PEIIUTEIHHO, XOTS €T0 CJI0Ba ObIIM M3 JIEBOTO II0JIS, TaK KaK OH HUYEro
He 3aMedasn. Hert, braHk, nmoxanyicra. fd He X04y BUAETh Te0S TaKUM.

- Ho bnaHk, MHe HPaBUTCS, KaK TH Celdac BHITISOUIIb.
- Her... 1 HUKOra He BUgeln Po3y TakoM 3aCTEHYUBOU U CYACTIIUBOY, I03TOMY 5 [LOJIXKEH...

[Toxoxe, BraHK yXke NpUHAT pellleHue. AX, ax, MO roJI0Ba Havasla IyJabcupoBaTh. Ho 3TO0 celiyac He
BaXHO.

- JlagHO, nagHO, CHavasa g J0JIXKHa IepeoneTnC.

4 BcTana u mepeopenack B YUCTYIO OEXKAY, B YaCTHOCTHU B IIJIaThe. Bce opuruHambHbEIEe Hapsabl Po3kl
ObLTH BBIOPOILIEHEI C TIOMOIIbI0 Maruy Ans0epTa, U s BeiOpajia CKPOMHOeE IIIaThe, ITIOAXOAsIIee s
ropHu4HOM. CIINTO HEMHOTO I'py00, HO 3TO BCe ellle IIPOYHOe IIIaThe.

[Toka Anb0epT MBI ITOCYAY, S BRITJISTHYJIA B OKHO. [I0 CpaBHEHUIO CO BUEPALIHUM OHEM OKPECTHOCTHU
OarH OBICTPO HATIOTHUIUCE ellle OOJBIITNM KOJIUYeCTBOM Jfofied. Bce conmaTel CTOSIN TIPSIMO,
IiepKa CBOe OpyXKHue.

- ...Bay.
OTO OEeUCTBUTENILHO HAUYMHAJIOCh.

¢ mepzkasa masoyKy, KOTOPYIO may MHe AnbOepT. {1 3Hasla TONbKO OCHOBBI Maruyl ¥ HUKOTOA He
YyuTala 3aKIMHAHUY TOIKHBIM 00pa30M, HO 5 BCce paBHO Oblsla TOTOBA 3TO CHAEJATh.

- Mepcu nocnana curdan. OHa I0YTH 3[ECE.

4 ycnpiana ronoc Ans6epTa 1mo3afu MeHsi. B3@poruys, s mpuxkajachk K CTeHEe W 3aT0OBOPHIIA.
- O 6oxe, Brl Mens ynusunu. Korpma Bel Bomiu, [IpuHIl?

- HegaBHo. 4 CKpBIN CBOE NIPHUCYTCTBUE, TaK 4YTO, JyMalo, 3TO paboTaerT.

- ...Bu1 Ob1IM CHApyXKU?



- Ila, 5 3ar/IsIHYT paHee.

Anp0GepT CMOTpET B OKHO BMecTe co MHO#M. Ho mazke yBumeHHOT0 mepeq HamMu OBIIIO HEJOCTATOYHO,
yTOOBI U3MEHHUTD BHIPAXKEHHUE eT0 JIHUIIA.

TeMm He MeHee TOMHBIN B3TJISAM U YBepeHHas yIr0Ka OCTAIKUCh.
- Ero BenuuecTBo IprBes Ciofla BCEX 9THUX JII0fiel, 0co6eHHO gyMas 000 MHe.

Cyns mo ToMy, Kak OH IIOTIafgui Iog00pooK, OH laXKe BHITJISEI JOBOJIbHO CHaCTIUBHIM. OH
M3J102KUJI CBOIO MeanbHyI0 MecTh PocTepary, Tak YTO 9TO BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO. JIETKOCTh, C KOTOPOM
OH Bej ce0s1, OblJIa YeM-TO, Ha YTO MOTJIM IIOJPaxKaTh TOJIbKO CHUJILHEIE.

Bckope ero KkpacHbIe T'Jla3a BCIIBIXHYIU. M30THYB yTronKu ry6, OH U3[an HU3KUM CMEIIOK.
- 3aknmuHaHKMe Oapbepa OBIJIO CHSTO.

3aropaxwuBasi BUJl CHapyxku, Anb0epT 3aepHYI IITOPHI.

- Centuac, Po3za. [Ipuiinio BpeMsi BCTpedaTh HallluX TOCTEN.

TonbKo ceiiyac 51 3aMeTHIIa, YTO 3a ofexkpa Ovta Ha AnbOepTe. OH OBUT OfIET He TakK, Kak 00b4HO. Ha
1ee y Hero OBUI rajiCTyK, a TKaHb ero Oblla U3 MATKOTO IIefIKa. 3aTeM Ha CIIMHe y Hero Oblia
HaKMIKa, Ha KOTOPOM OBII BEIIIAT KOPOJIEBCKUM repd ¢ n3obpaxenueM nunuii. Ho maxe HeCMOTPS
Ha TO, YTO OH OBLI BECh B POCKOIIIH, 9TO aOCONIIOTHO He BHITJISAENIO YPEe3MEPHBIM.

Kak O6ynTo aTa ofexkma Oblyla cenaHa [iJis HeTro ¥ TOJIBKO IJIsT HeTO.

C Me4yoM, IPUKPEIJIEHHBIM K TI0SICYy, OH OB T0X0XK Ha 00pa3 651aropogHOro 1 mpeKpacHoro 6ora
rnobemnwl.

['nsapgs Ha Hero cedyac, Hemb3s OBIJIO He CKa3aTh, YTO MYy CYXKIeHO CTaTh KOPOJIEM.
- [Tovimem.

Anp0epT IPOTAHYI MHE PYKYy. Kak 3aBopozkeHHas, s B3sjia 9Ty PYKY. MBI CIIyCTUIIUCH 110 JIECTHUIIE B
CTOPOHY KyXHH.

[Ipexpe 4eM MBI yCIeNu Aaxe IMOTHOCThIO CIIYCTUTHCS, S Hadajla CJIBIIIaTh 3TOT 3BYK — OBEPD
OTKpBIBasach. TyT g IIOYYBCTBOBAJa, YTO 3aMuparo. JItogu Hadyanu IpuxomguTh. KTo 3T0 MOT
ObITH? Maru? Conmatel? Ecnu He OHH, TO, MOXeT OBITh, caM Poctepary?

- TebGe He 0 yeM GECTIOKOUTHCS.

3aMeTHB, KaK s HepBHUYA0, ATb0epT YCIIOKOUIT MEHST ¥ KPETKO B351JT 3a PYKY.
- Tebe He HYXKHO OOSTLCS 3TOT0 YETIOBEKA.

- XM? Ho mBeph OTKPHINACS...

- 9TO KTO-TO, KOTO THI 3HAEIIb.

- ... XMm?



¢ OBlna Tak 3aHsATA U3yYEHHEeM Maruu, YTO He YCJIbIIIaia MoapoOHOCTeH miaHa oT AnbbepTa,
TI09TOMY HUYET0 He 3HaJjla 0 TOM, KaK Oy[eT oCyuleCTBIIEH epeBopoT. OCTaBIIUCE B
3aMeIlaTeNnbCTBe, BCe, UTO S CIIBIIIaNa OT HEro, ObIJI0O CMYTHBIM, UYTO MEHST CMYTHJIO.

Ho kak Tonsko KYXOHHAA OBEPE OTKPHIIACH, S CPA3y IIOHAJIA, YTO UMEJI B BUOY AJ'IB6GpT.
- fl romogHa. Pa3Be MH He MOXKEM CHadala II03aBTPAKaATh, IIPEXKOIE 9YEeM MEI HayHeM?

TyT ke Mepcu HeOPEKHO 3ar0BOPUIIA CO CIIOKOMHKIM BEIpaKeHUEM JInla. Bce ee moBeneHue
CO3[aBaJIo BIeYaTIEHHe, YTO OHA IIPHUIIIA IPOCTO IIOTYCOBAThCS B IOME APYTra.

- ...Tol mpHiia coga ogHa, Mepcu?
Ha Mo#i cOUTHIY C TONKY BOIpoc Mepcu moxKara Ijie4aMu.

- Hu B Koem pase. CHapyXu Kyd4a Jitofel ¢ HeTeprneHueM kayT Ero BreicoyecTsa.
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