(Ot 3-r0 nuna)

— Ho npuHir...

Puuapq 3anpoTrecToBal, Kak OyOTO ero HeclpaBeainBo 0OBUHUIM, a Kap/ioH mokKavas roioBoi u
JIyKaBO CKa3all:

— BHI MOXeTe COMHEBAThCS B yMeHUH MUCC AHHa6esb BlafeTh MEYOM, HO 9TO OBIJIO CITUIIKOM. Mucc
AnHabenb U3BECTHA U 3a PyOEKOM.

— 3a pybexkom?

— Mol cOTpOBOXK AN, HEJABHO MTPHeXaBIINY U3 OPYTUX CTPaH, IIPOAOJIKaI TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM.

KapHOH IIPOOOIIZKaJl, YKa3bIBad Ha JlaruaHa mo3agu ceosl.

— OH XO0TeJ I0COPeBHOBATLCS ¢ MucC AHHaOesnb. OH CKa3aJl, 4To JIETKO M0OeduT, HO 5 ero
OCTAHOBHII.

— Bce B IopsAgKe, IMIPUHII.

Puyapn oTBETUIT 37T0H YIIEIOKOM.

— Annabenb Bce PaBHO HEe GYI[eT OaXKe Ha BTOPOM MeCTe.

— XM, mucc AuHa0Oenb Pertndunn, — KapnoH mocMorpen Ha AHHaOenb U MITKO ITPOU3HEC, — HE
XOTUTE U BBl yCTPOUTH 37IeCh APYXKECKYIO Ays/b? Ha caMoM fiesie, MOU HOBBIY 3CKOPT OYEHb
X04eT Ccpa3uThCcsd ¢ Bamu.

Kapron Obls1 yBEpPEH, UTO He OBIJI0O HU OOHOTO (peXTOBaJbIMKa, KOTOPHIM OBl HA 9TO HE KYTIHUIICS.

Io cux I1op AHHa0eb 0THOCKJIACh K CBOMM YMEHUAM C COMHEHUSAMH, HO OTCTYIIATh OTCIOAda OBLITO
HeJIeIlo.

— { He X04y ycTpauBaTh OPYKECKYI0 Oy3b, IPUHII.

Annaberp BRIpa3uiia CBOI BeXIMBOCTh KapIoHy ¥ TBepOo cKasana.



— 41 x04y cepbe3HO# gyanu. II0CKOMIBKY...

Kapmon xoTen ObIJIO IOOepKaTh clI0Ba AHHa0e b, HO He yCIiell HU4ero clenaTh, KaK yCIIbIa
crepnylolilee.

— He Tonbko Ha MeHs 6yoyT CMOTPETh CBEICOKA, HO 3TO OymeT ockopbneHueM ans ria3 Ero
BenuyecTBa, pa3 OH CKa3aJj, YTO BIIEYAT/IEH MOUM IIOETUHKOM.

Iaxe uMmepaTop, y KOTOpPoro He OBII0 HUKAKUX MBICIIEH IPU 3TUX CI0BAX, CKa3all:

— Heyxenu?

— KoHeuHo, 51 BCTYIITIO B TIOEUHOK 3a YyecTh Ero BenuuectBa MiMmneparopa.

Brae3anHo AHHabeb IpeBpaTUiiachk B JIOSITIUCTA, KOTOPHIH MOTSIHYJICS 3a LINaroi K UMIepaTopy.

— Ox, mucc AgHabeb.

ViMmepaTop MOPTHYJ C BEIpaXKe€HUEM BOTHEHUS.

— BuI mocTaeTe Med pagy MeHS...? 3TO OOJbIIAST YECTh.

OH C I0HBIX JIET MEYTall 0 (I)GXTOBaHI/II/I, YuTasd KHUTH O d)eXTOBaJ'IbU.[I/IKaX, HO B I''Ta3aX UMIIepaTopa,
Ubs (I)H3I/I‘{eCKaH CUla He COOTBETCTBOBAsla NEMCTBUTEIbHOCTH, OXKUOAHUT OBLITH BEICOKH.

Huuero crpamrsHoro. OHa Bce paBHO MPOUTPAET, — MoayMast KapioH, mbTasCh IOJABUTh 3/I0BEIee
YyBCTBO, — 4eM OosbIiie TH Oymelb Tak cebst BeCTH, TeM CUJIbHee OyoeT pacTu TBOe pa3odyapoBaHUe.

Jlarnas, CTOSIBIIMY 3a CIIMHOM KapHOHa, C BOJIHEHHEM IIEJIKHYJI MEYO0OM, KOTOpBIfI OepzxKall B pyKaX.

KapIoH moanonupoBas OOUH pa3, 3aTeM 06paTuil Ha ce0st BHUMaHUe U CKa3all.

— Torpa, MOCKONBKY y TeOsI HET MeYa U Thl He YyBCTBYelb ce0st KoMGOPTHO B CBOEH OfleXK[ie, JaBai
nepeiiieM B UMIIEPATOPCKYIO TapaepoOHYIO. ..

— Her, npunn. Criacu6o 3a BHUMaHUe, HO ST MOTY CpazKaThCs U 3[eCh, — CKa3asla C yJIbIOKOM
AnHabenb, — MecTa IIPef0CTaTOYHO, YTOOR HUKOMY He HaBpefauTh. Y BaM He HyKHO 3a60TUTHLCS O
MOel ogexe.

Ona 6e3 ornsagKu CHsa 100Ky .



Pa3no1BeTHas 100Ka yIiajia, pa3BeBasicCh.

[Tpu 9TOM 00HAXKMUIICS JaXkKe TOHKUU Med, CIIPSITaHHBIM B IITaHAaX.

CroBHO YeJI0OBEK, KOTOPHIM MPHUIIET, 0KUOAsT TAaKOU AY3IIH.

— O 6oxe!

— ...Kak KPYTO... — IIPOLIEIITAJIN HEKOTOPEIE ABOPAHE, MaXKe HE OCO3HaBad 3TOT'O.

AnHabenb 4yBCTBOBAJa ce0sl COBEPIIEHHO HHAYe, YeM paHbIIIe.

ITog Pa3HOUIBETHEIMHA OTHAMHU OaHKeTa OHa CTOsJIa B YKPAIIEHHOM OPArOeHHOCTAMM TOII€, OJIMHHBIX
PaACTAHYTHIX HITaHaX ¥ C MEYOM.

— YTo0 KpyTO?

OnuH U3 OBOPSH, K KOTOPOMY o0paTuiack UMIepaTpulla, IOCIENIHO OTIOMHUJICS U TPOMKO ITPOU3HEC.

— OTO o4YeHb CTpaHHHIM Hapsa! Pa3Be Takoe MaThe MOXKHO Ha3BaTh IJIATHEM, ECJTU OHO CKPHIBAET
BHYTPU HEYTO 0Jo0HOE?

Ho ero cioBa ObUIM IIOXOPOHEHEI CJIOBAMU UMIIEpATOpPa.

— Korpa oHu ycrnenu 3T0 MOATOTOBUTE?

AnHabenb 0TBeTHIa HA HEIOYMEHHLIHM BOIIPOC UMIIepaTOpa KaK HU B YeM He OhIBAJIO.

— HY, MEYHHKHU BCernga OJOJIZKHBI OBITH TOTOBEI K 0010.

— Taxk nu 3T10? XM...

I/IMr[epaTop MEOJIEHHO 3aallJIOOUPOBAll.

— Bo3moxkHO... O4eHb KPyTo...

— Ecnu Tonmpko Batre BenmuuecTBO pa3peluT MHe, s X0TejIa Okl YKPACUTh 3TOT OAHKET CBOMM
MacTepcTBOM (pexToBaHUS papu Bamero BenmuuyecTsa.



AnHalenb YBEPEHHO YIIHIOHYIACh ¥ 00paTUIach K UMIEPATODY.

— ¢ 3aKOHYY BCe OBICTPO, YTOOHEI HUKTO He IoCcTpafasl. f mokKaxy CUIy UMIEPUH UHOCTPAHHOMY
3CKOPTY.

— 0, o.

I/IMHepaTop Ha MI'HOBEHHUE 3aMELIKaJICid, CIIOZKHUB PYKH BMECTE, KaK 6y,[[TO C HETEPIIEHuEeM 2KaaJl
9TOr 0.

3aTeM OH YKpagKoW B3TJIIHYJ Ha PoOepra u cka3ari.

— PoGeprT - rmaBHOE OeHCTBYIOLIee MU0 3TOro OaHKeTa, Tak YTO BaM Jydlle OejaTh TO, YTO OH
[I02KeJaer.

PoGepT ¢ mo00IBITCTBOM 3aallIOAUPOBa, Kak OyATO XKaal 9TUX CJIOB.

— 970 OymeT o4eHb BeCesioe MEPONPHUITHE Ha MOeM [IHe POXKAeHHs. I MOTy rapaHTHPOBATh
6e30roBopoYHYyI0 mobeny Mucc AHHabeb.

HmmepaTop maxke MIMPOKO YIBIOHYIICS MIPU 3TUX CIIOBaX.

910 OBlNa UCKPEHHSS yNbIOKa, KoTopas IoKa3asa, 4To PobepT Obis1 OB pa304apoBaH, €Ciiu OB
OTKa3aJCs.

WMnepaTop 3akoebaics U 0CTOPOKHO 06paTuiics K AHHaOeb.

— Ox, rocoxa AnHabenb.

— [la, Bame BenunuecTso.

— Mory 4 maTh BaM IIJIaTOK, YTOOHI Bl IIPUBS3aJIK €T0 K Meuy?

— Yto?

AnHabesnb XOPOIIIO 3Hasa, YTO UMIIEpaTOop JII0OUT CMOTPeTh Ha (pexToBaHUe. M 4TO OH C HETEPIIEHUEM
JXKJIeT COpeBHOBaHUM, KOTOPHIE IPOBOASTCS Pa3 B YeTHIPE rofia.

Ho ona He 3HaJa, 9YT0 €My 3TO TaK IOHPABUTCSI.



ITnaTKy 03HAYAJH, YTO HYXKHO 00JIeTh 3a PeXTOBaIbIINKA ¥ XKEeJIaTh My IT00eIH.

OH npopomKai ¢ Bo30yKIeHHEIMU T'Jla3aMU, BEIIbIXass HACMOPK.

— 3HAYMUT, TH CpaXaembCAd C THOCTPAHIIaMHU 3a MOIO 9ECTh.

— JIla, 3To GoJsblas YeCTh A1 MEeH.

AnHabenb IIpKUBSA3adlia ITJIaTOK, HepeJIaHHBIfI HMIIEPATOPOM, K PYKOSTKE Meda.

— Ax...

3ereHble T1a3a HMIIEPATOPa CBEPKHYJIH, KOT'OJa OH Hab1moan 3a Heu.

Y fHa He ObII0 OQUIMATIBHEIX [y3JIeH, eCIIM TOIHKO 3TO He ObUIM COPeBHOBAHUS 10 (PeXTOBAHUIO.

AnHabesnb 70 CUX IIOP He YY4acTBOBAja B OY3JISX, €CJIM TOJILKO 3TO He OBl HeOpHUIUaIbHEIN 60H C
LIeJIbI0 HallaZeHusa Ha fdHa.

[ToaToMy, maxe eciy OHa 3aHsJa BTOPOe MEeCTO, 3Ta Ay3Jib Obljla 0YeHb NIPUBJIEKATENIbHOM, IOTOMY
yTO AHHa0OeJb BHIIIIIa BIEPE].

HiMmepaTop aMOLMOHAIBHO IPOOOPMOTAT PO CeOs.

— Temeps s MOTY OTHAThH CBOM IJIATOK...

PaHblIle OH HE MOT OTHATh IJIATOK Ha Oy3JH, TOTOMY YTO [JOJIKEeH OBLIT CIIPABEAJIUBO OTHOCUTHCS K
CBOEMY Hapomy.

Ha atot pa3 IPOTUBHUKOM OBLT HWHOCTPaHel, 1 UMIIEPATOP CMOT OTOATh €ro AHHa6eJ’IB, IIOTOMY 4TO
OHa I'OBOPHJIa O YeCTH uMIiepaTopa.

B of11eMm, Tak u mpoliia y3ib B 6aHKETHOM 3aJle.

Kapron Ha MrHOBEHUE CepKall BOJTHEHHUE.

Bce skcmepTHl rOBOpPUIH, UTO Jlaruas mydine AHHaOeb.

[TpuuuHa, 1Mo KoTopoy AHHabOeNb BRIT/ISAAENa ceifyac Takoi YBepeHHOM, Morjia 3aKJIl04aThCs B TOM,



4YTO OHa He 3HaJIa CBOETO IIPOTHBHUKA.

PI/I‘{ap,'E[ THUXO TIPOIIEIITaja, BOSMO2XKHO, TIOYYBCTBOBAB €TI0 BOJTHEHHUE.

— Tebe He CTOUT TakK BOJIHOBATHCH.

KapnoH KuBHyN U NOIMUTHYJ JlaruaHy, CTOSBIIEMY I103agu HETO.

JlaruaH ¢ HeKOTOpOﬁ TOPOOCTRIO IIPOIIENI U BCTAJI IIepen AHHabernb.

M3-3a TOTO, 4TO OH OBLIT TAaKUM OOJIBIITNM, Pa3HHUIIa B pa3Mepax Obljla 3HAYUTEIbHOM, X0TsI AHHaOeIb
1 He OBIJIa MaJIeHBKOH.

— Torga... s mompoiny my3nu. Boobime-To, s 04eHb XOTEJ CPA3UThCH.

Jlaruas mopjio yneIOHYIICS, CHSAJ epyaTKU ¥ 6pocun ux 3a 100Ky AHHAOeTb.

— U emgé...

OH opuH Ppa3 IMOBEPHYII €0 U C TPECKOM ITPOOOJIZKHAII.

— OckopOUTENbHO TOBOPUTH, YTO HUKTO HE ITOCTPAHAET, ECIIH BCE 3aKOHYHUTCS GBICTPO.

AuHabenb paccMesisiach, BEICOKOMEPHO KUBHYB T'OJIOBOH.

— { npuHUMaIO 3TO.

Hacrtano Bpems Jlaruany HaxMypUThCS OT abCypaHOM HedopManbHOU peur AHHabeb.

— ¢ He O4YeHb Ky/IbTYPHA, IIO3TOMY ITIJIOXO OTHOIIYCh K CBOEMY IIPOTUBHUKY 110 Iy3/u. He 3Hat0, HO 5
TaK¥XKe MOCTymnuia ¢ uoM. f u ¢ PuyappmoM Tak mMOCTyNuia, — OHA I0XKaJja IjiedaMy U IIPOMOJIKUIIA,
— ecnu y Te0s1 eCcTh IpefcTaBieHre 00 3TOM, TH XKe He X04elllb, YTOOH 51 0OTHOCHUIACh K Tebe mnydlie,
yeM K fAHy?

— Hy, Torma, — JlaruaH cTep C nuiia yasI0KY ¥ C XKYTKUM BEIpaKeHUEM JIUIa CKasas, — 51 OBICTPO
3aKOHYY C 3THUM.

Annabenb ynbpIOHYIach U MOJHSIA MeY.



Jlromu B 6GaHKETHOM 3ajie OTCTYIIHIIH, CTIEAys YKa3aHUSIM UMIIEPATOpa, ¥ Jalu UM JOCTAaTOYHO MecTa
B IIEHTpe.

[Tpu 3TOM OHU CTOSIIM IIOOMAIb APYT OT ApyTa Ha ciiy4ay Ojisi 6e30IaCHOCTH.

ITo yka3anuio PobepTa croma ObITM JOCTABIEHE HECKOIBKO 3TUTHEIX UMIIEPCKUX PHILIapel u
MEeIUITHHCKHUY IIePCOHAaIl.

— Ho oHa Bce elre Ha BTOpoM MecTe B Mmmepuu... AHHaOesnb Befb 1o0eauT?

— Hy, mocMoTpuTe Ha pa3HUIy B Bece. B mepecueTe, 3TOT MHOCTPaHeIl IIOYTH B IBa pa3a OoJblie ee.

— He nmotomy n1u 0OH Tak yBepeH B cebe?

JI1ooy mepemenThBaIuCh.

An Ha6mo;1an 3ad IPOUCXOOAIINM CO CIIOXKEHHBIMHU PDYKAMHU W TBEPOBIM JIMIIOM.

KoHeuHoO, 1oy He X0Teu 3aaBaTh AHY BOIIPOCHI.

KpOMe TOT0, X MIOKHUPOBAJIO IIOSABJIEHUE fIHa u AHHabesb BMECTE, X0TsA OHU NaXKe He OBIIH
IIapTHEepPaMu.

[Tocne compoBoxaeHuss AHHaOenb IH HUYero He [gelaj U IPOCTO AepKaJiCs B TEHHU.

OH BeXKJIMBO OTKJIOHSI HpOCB6I>I IMOTaHIEeBATh OPYI'UX 3HATHHIX JEBYIIEK.

JIrooy maBHO He BUOENHU €ro Ha IM1upax, HO He MOI'JIK IIOHATH, 3a49€M OH IIPHUIIE]I.

OpHako ero BBEIpaXKEHHE JINIa OBIIIO CITMIIIKOM CYDPOBEIM, YTOOBI CIIPAIlIMBATh 00 aTOM HAIIPpSAMYVIO.

HecmoTps Ha TO, 4TO fH C/BUI yBaxkKaeMbIM U 00pa30BaHHBIM apHUCTOKPATOM, 3TO OBLIO IOJIOKEeHHE, K
KOTOPOMY MHOTUM OBIJIO TPYOHO MOACTYTHUTHCS.

HOSTOMy JIIOOAM HUYEero He 0CTaBaJIOCh, KaK 'OBOPUTE 3a €Tro CIIMHO.

— Ho IMo4YeMy OH TaK BBII"J'IH}II/IT?

— Panbie, korma npuHI] PobepT u Mucc AHHaOe b TaHIIeBaJId, OH BRITJISEN CePAUTHIM, HaOmomas



3d HUMHU.

— He 3Hmar... Y Hero Bcerga OBLIO TaK0e JIAIO.
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