OouoBnenue (4)

Tam, OKpyzKeHHbIe 11eJI0¥ TOPOM CJIIOMaHHOM 3JIEKTPOHUKH, JiexKaIl MePTBbIe 000JI0YKKM MypPaBheB
IJIMHOW TPH MeTpa U BLICOTOM [iBa MeTpa. [IpsiMo B IIeHTpe, PSIOOM C MEPTBLIMU TeJlaMT Oblia JbIpa B
II0JIy CyliepMapKeTa, JOCTaTOYHO 0oJiblasi, YTOOL 9TH HaCeKOMbIe MOTJIM IIPOUTH Yepes Hee.
Kaszanocs, [IkelicoH cy4alHO 00HapyKUJI YTO-TO BPOJe KJIaf0uIlla AJisi 9TOr0 BUA.

['ps3b, OKpyXKarolas 0TBEePCTHE, KOTOPOe, IPEATIONOXKUTENBHO, BEJIO K UX THE3[Y, BHITTISAAEIO
OTHOCHTEJILHO CBE3Kel, 4YTO 03Hayasio, YTO 3TO 37laHKue BCe ellle KCII0JIh30BaJIoch UMHU. JIKeiCcoH
MIOHSITHS He UMeJl, IOJIKEeH T OH OBITh OJIarofgapeH MM HET 3a TO, YTO, II0X0XKe, HEKOTOPHIE U3
MYypaBbEB HeIaBHO IPHIIIH CIOOA, YTOOK MUPHO yMEPEeTh. ITO 03HAYAJIO, YTO OBIJI0O COMHUTEITBHO,
YTO B 9TOM paioHe ObIIM KaKue-Tu00 ApyTrue 3BepH, TaK KaK OHU HaBHHIM-TABHO 3aXBaTUIIU OBl 3TU
OCTAHKM [JIST OBICTPOM M JIETKOM e[IhI.

TeMm He MeHee, yauBneHue [KelCOHa OIUIOCh BCET0 MTHOBEHUE, KOTa ero CKaHep, HaKOHelI],
Ipeymnpenusl ero, YTo BOKPYT OCTAaHKOB pa3bpocaHkl 6aTapeiku! Y BolHeHUe, ¥ HACTOPOXKEHHOCTh
[I>KericoOHa BO3POC/IHU IIPU 3TOM OTKPHITUU. OH He MOT CKa3aTh, IPENyIPEeNuT JId OH MypaBbHUHOE
THE3[0 o[ IOBEPXHOCTHIO, €CJIH KaKUM-ITH00 00pa30M IOTPEBOKUT 9TH OCTAHKH. "I momKeH
PUCKHYTB!"

Cuccu J1eTKO CIIyCTHIIACh C Pa3pyLUIeHHON TOPHI, YTOOBI B3TJISHYTh HA XKYTKHE OCTAaHKH. B UX MePTBBIX
rJ1a3ax He 0TpaXkasioch CBeTa, YTO TOJIbKO IOATBEPKIATIO, YTO OHM OBIJTM MEPTBHL Y2Ke HEKOTOPOe
BpeMs. [Toka Cruccu pasrisgeiBalia Tela 9TUX THTAaHTCKUX HACEKOMBIX, [[KeHCOH IPUHSIICS 3a
paboty, cobupas Bce GaTapeiiku, KOTOpPEIe, KaK COOOIINII eMy CKaHep, Bce ellle Oblyid B paboyeM
COCTOSTHUH.

Ero ckaHep TakxXke yooOHO yKa3bIBaJl, COXPAHUIICS JIM Y HUX 3apsij BHYTPHU UK HET. YTO TOIBKO
obneryarsno ero paboty! OueBunHo, [[2KeiCOH COCPEOOTOYUIICS Ha TeX, KOTOPHIE BCe elrle ObUIH
3apsiKeHbl, TaK KaK 9TO 03HAYAJIO, YTO OHHU, BEPOSITHO, OBLIM JTydIlle, YeM ApyTue, KOTOphie ObITH
pas3psiKeHH C TeueHreM BpeMeHu. TeM He MeHee, s [[KelCoHa CTall0 HeOXUIAaHHOCThIO Y3HATh
BCE pa3iuyHble GOPMHI ¥ pa3Mephl 3TUX OaTaped.

9TO TONMBKO YKPEIIUIIO er0 YBEPEHHOCTh B TOM, YTO OH 00s3aTeIbHO HalileT 0 KpaliHel Mepe OfUH
THUII, KOTOPHIK OYAET COOTBETCTBOBATH MMOTPEOHOCTSIM [AH3aliHa ero HOBOT'O OPYXKUs. B KOHIle KOHIOB
€My y[anoch HaOUTh KapMaHBI ¥ IIYCThIe MEIIOYKY Ha I05ICE CBOMMM COKPOBUIIAMHU. UyBCTBYS
YOOBJIETBOPEHUE OT TOTO, YTO OH IIOJIYYMJI TO, 3@ YeM IIPHUIIes, OH 00paTusl CBoe BHUMaHUe Ha
BaISIOIIYIOCS Ky4y HaCeKOMBIX.

CTpaHHOe YyBCTBO OXBATHUJIO €70, KOT/Ia OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI KeJlaHUe MPUKOCHYTLCSA K TenmaM. C KakKou
11eJIbI0, OH MOHSTHUS He UMeJl, HO, TeM He MeHee, 9T0 OBIJIO CUJIbHOE YYBCTBO. Ero pyKa mpOTSHYIach
Ipexje, 4eM OH CMOT OCTAHOBUTHCS U IOTJIafWIIa TJIaAKUM MaHIIUPh. K CBOEMY YIUBIEHHUIO, OH
00HaAPYKMJI, YTO HA HETO HaBaMUJIaCh HEBUIUMAS TSXKECTh. B €ro royioBe MOTOKaMT Hadallu
ITPOHOCHUTHCSI HOBHIE HIEHM O TOM, KaK OH MOT GBI HCITOJIb30BATh 9TY BO3MOXKHOCTh B KAYECTBE CBOETO
poma OpoHu [t cebsl.



"XM, MEHBIIINE CEKITNHU NOJIXKHEI MHE OUYeHb XOPOIIIO MOmOUTH. HeT cMbIC/Ia pacCMaTpUBaTh OOJIbIINE
Kycku. OHM TOOIUIUCH OB TOIBKO [JIS IMUTOB. U BCe &Ke, HACKOJIbKO OHU TSKeJkl? Mory iu s B
OIMHOYKY OTBE3TH UX 00paTHO B Xaipai3?" ITo Oblyia MEKOT/INBAs TeMa, TeM 00Jjiee YTO OXPAaHHUKH,
CKOpee BCero, 3aJafyT BOIIPOCH O TOM, KaK OH pa3fmo0blyl TaKKe AparolieHHEle MaTepUalsbl.

O Mor OBl 0TKa3aThCs OTBEYATDh, HO 3TO TOIBKO BEI3BasIO OBl Y HUX IMOA03PEHUS. B mpoiinom
TIOCTYIIa/IX COOBIIEHUSI O TOM, YTO OXOTHHUYBY I'PYIIITH YOUBAJK CUITbHBIX 3BEPEH TOJIBKO OJIST TOTO,
4yTOOBI OMUH U3 UX TPYIIIEI OTPABUI OCTANbHEIX. TaKUM 00pa3oM, OHUM MOTJIM IIPETEeHI0BATh Ha BCe
KPEeIUTH, KOTOPHIX CTOMIM MaTepuaJkbl. [[2KeiCOH He COMHEBAJICS, YTO OHU 3aII0fI03PST €0 B TOM,
YTO OH IIPOBEPHYJ TaKyio adepy.

B xoHIe KOHIIOB [I;KeVCOH pelnsI, YTO PUCKOBATh He CTOUT. 1o KpaliHeu Mepe, cerdac. OH Bcerga
MOT TIOTIHITAaThCST HalTH Oe30macHoe yOexXwuile 30ech, B pyHHaX U UCIOIb30BaTh €T0 B KAUeCTBe
cekpeTHoOM 0a3wl. TaM OH MOT ObI CBOOOMHO ITPOBOOUTH UCCIIEIOBAHUS CBOMX TBOPEHUH 06e3 prucKa
OBITH pa300IaYeHHEIM 3a TO, Ha YTO OH OBIN crtoco0eH. B To ke BpeMst OH MOT MCIIO/Ih30BaTh €ro s
XpaHEeHHUs BCETo, YTO eMy NOHafo0uTCs B OyOyIieM.

I>KelCOH B3NOXHYJI, IIOHSB, YTO 3TO KOPOTKOE IIyTelleCTBHE TOILKO YTO 06aBUIIO ellle OOHY Belllb B
ero CIucok gen. Y Bce Xke, B KOHIIe KOHI[OB, 3TO TOTO CTOMJIO, II0 KpaiitHe! Mepe, Tak OH yboenun cebs.
Bcerpa cyIecTBoBaj PUCK, YTO FHE3M0 MO 3TUM 3[laHUeM MOXKeT 00HapyKUTh KTO-TO, KOTia y
II>kelcoHA HAKOHEI] IIOSIBUTCSI BPeMST ¥ CPe[ICTBa OISt BCKPHITHS TPyHoB. OH OB MOYTH YBEPEH, YTO
OHM 3aIOJIOHSAT OTUXKANIIYI0 MECTHOCTD, €CJTU 3TO IIPOU30MIeT.

"A 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO 5 JOJKEH 000CHOBAThLCS I'e-HUOYAb OTHOCUTEIIBHO fasleKo OTCI0fla pajgu
Oe3onacHOCTH", - TOXKanoBasucs [1KelCoH, 0CO3HaB, CKOJIBKO YCUTIUN eMy NIPUAETCS OTPaTUTh Ha
9TH, Ka3anoch OB, IPOCThIe MIaHEL. EMy TakkKe IpUIuIoch Obl IPOAyMaTh 3alIUTHLIE MEPhl, YTOOEI
TIIOMeIIaTh JI00EM ONIOPTYHUCTAYECKUM MYyCOPIIUKAM COBEepPIIXTL Haber Ha ero TallHUK, eCJIU OHU
ero o6Hapyxar!

Korpa oH nmorpy3uscs B CBOM MBIC/IM, U3 TYHHEJIS JOHECTIOCh HM3Koe ypuaHue. ['na3a J[IxKelicoHa
pacIIMpUINCh, KOTa OH IIOHSJI, YTO IPOUCXOOUT IOT noBepxHOCTRI0! "BoT mepemo! [Ipsuemcs! -
Horu [I2KelCcOHa 3aCTy4alld 110 II0JTy, KOT{la OHU 1mobekaiu K Ky4de XjaMa, CII0KeHHOH B YIIy Kak
MOKHO HaJibllie OT ObIPEl. CHCCH COIIPOBOXKOAlIa €ro, XOTS el He 0 4eM ObII0 08CIIOKOUTHCS, TaK KaK
ee BCe paBHO HUKTO He MOT 00HApyXKUTb.

I>KeCOH MPOTUCHYJICS B Y3KYIO ILIeJb, TPeXKIe YeM MPUKPHIThCS HECKOJIBKUMU CJIOSIMU MYCOpa,
yOeaUBIINCEH, YTO OCTABU HEOOJIBIIIOE OTBEPCTHE, U3 KOTOPOTO OH MOT BRITJISIHYTh. HU3KMUM TPUINB
I'PsI3U MOOHSJICS U3-3a BXOMla B THE3[0, KOTHA B [0Jie 3PEHUS MosSBUIach 00JIbIIas rojoBa. [[xKelcoH
CTJIOTHYJI OT CTpaxa, KOrfa 3aMeTHJI, HACKOJIbKO Y2KaCHBIMH Ha caMOM fieJie ObIIM 9TH 3BEPHU. ITO
OblTa COBEPIIIEHHO APYyTras UCTOPHS, KOTIa OH UMEeJI IeJI0 TOJBKO C MX YMepInuMu!

IIKe¥COH chesaa BCce, YTO MOT, YTOOBI KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CBOE OBIXaHME U OPOXKb Tena. OH MoIda
Hafesyics, YTO ero peaklUus CTydalHO He BHIACT ero MPUCYTCTBUE MypPaBbio, KOTOPHIM, Ka3aiocCh,
00BICKHBAJI MECTHOCTD. ET0 ImMpoKast To/10Ba packauyuBasiach B3aj - BIiepe, KOraa KIeuHn
HECKOJIBKO Pa3 IeIKHYIU APYT 0 apyra. KopuuHeBh HBET €ro Teja Okl OTHOCUTEIHFHO CBETIIBIM,
KaK ¥ OKpYyzKalollas ero mesyxa.



I>KeiCOH MPOKJIMHAI COOCTBEHHYIO yaauy. BrojHe BeposiTHO, YTO 9TO HACEKOMOE He OTpearupoBasio
Ha ero BTOPXkKeHKe. BMecTo 3Toro oHO IPOCTO TaK BHIOGPAJT 3TO BpeMsi, YTOOH! BCIIHITH Ha
TIOBEPXHOCTD ¥ IPUCOEOUHUTLCS K CBOUM CTaphIM APY3bSM B BeUyHOM cHe. OJHAKO TO, KaK OH
IIPOOJIKAJI OTJISIABIBATHCS 110 CTOPOHAM, CKa3aJslo [IKeNCOHY, YTO OH, II0X0XKe, YTO-TO UJIU KOTO-TO
HCKaJl.

I>keicoH OBLT BEIHYKIEH CKPBIBAThCS, TAK KaK CO BpeMeHeM CBET B 3[[aHUHM CTAHOBUJIICS BCE
TyCKJiee. MypaBeii Bce ellle He ITPOSIBIISI HUKAKUX IIPU3HAKOB TOTO, YTO OH OTKA3hIBAE€TCS OT CBOEM
CcOoOCTBEHHOM KU3HU. BO3MOXKHO, OH ObIJT HEMHOTO OCTOPOXKEH, axKke eClii coOupasncs yMepeTs,
TOT7Ia, KOHEYHO, OH He XOTeJI, YTOOHI €T0 TeJIOM BOCIIOJIb30BaJI0Ch TO, UTO 37IeCh OBIIO!

Korpga cBet nmpeBpaTuics B TYCKJIOe OpaHXKeBOoe CBeYeHue, MypaBel, HaKOHel], Ka3aJiCs
yIOOBJIETBOPEHHEIM TEM, YTO OECIIOKOUTHCS He 0 ueM. IIociie CTONBKUX YacoB, IPOBENEHHEIX B
HEeJIOBKOM I10JI0KeHUH, [[2KelCOH T0YyBCTBOBAJ CUJIbHYI0 CKOBaHHOCTE U 00JIb BO BCEM TeJI€.
"TloToponuch U 3aMUCH ITUM!"

[Toxumnoit MypaBel MejIeHHO IIPOIIO3 II0 TejlaM, ITpexe YeM, HaKOHeIl, YCTPOUJICS Ha BEIOPaHHOM
UM MecTe MeXOy OBYMS OpPyruMu. [[KelCOH TepIleanuBo XKaaj, IT0Ka HOT'M MypaBhs BCe ellle
IIOJleprUBauCh, a T0JIoBa BpeMs OT BpeMeHHU IT0BOpayKBaach. B mociefHe MrHOBEHHS OH U37aBall
TUXWe IIeTUYKY U 3BYKH, TTIIAS Ha OCTaHKM MEePTBHIX. [I3KeNCOH 3afaBaJiCsl BOIIPOCOM, UCIIBITHIBAIO I
OHO YyBCTBO 0€30MaCHOCTH, HaXOfsICh B OKPYKEHUX BEYHO MOTYAIMBLIX 3alIUTHUKOB 3TOTO BX0OMa,
KOTr[la mocjiefHue npobaecky XKU3HU IOKUHYJIU ero I1a3a.

[To kaKoii-TO CTpaHHOU IpHUunHe [I)KelVCOH BHE3aIlHO [TI0YyBCTBOBAJ BJIaXKHYIO II0JIOCY Ha CBOEU
IeKe, KOTrfia OH BHIOpAJICS U3 CBOETO YKPHITHS. YTO-TO B €T0 CepAlle IIeBelbHYI0Ch, KOTOa OH CTaJl
CBUIeTEJIEM CMEepPTU TAKOTo cylecTBa. Ha Kakoe-TO BpeMs Ilevasb IPOHUKIIA B €r0 pa3yM, Ipexae
yeM OH, HaKOHell, cobpasics ¢ cuyiaMu, YTOObl TOKUHYTh 3TO MeCTO. POBHBIM 1IaroM OH CHOBA Hayal
B30UPAThCS Ha pa3pylleHHyo0 ropy. He cymeB HaliTH MOOXOASIIETO BEIXOMla C 3TOM CTOPOHHI.

Cuccu ycTaBuiach Ha CTpajaibueckoe BelpaxkeHnue nuia [xercona. OHa 6€CIIOKOUIIAch, YTO CMEPTh
MypaBbsl OKa3ajla HEU3TJIaAuMOe SMOLMOHAIbHOE BO3ECTBHUE Ha ero pa3yM. M Bce XKe OHa He
MOTJIa IPUAYyMaTh HUYEro MOAXOASAIIero, YT0 MOXKHO ObII0 OBl CKa3aTh B 9TOW CTPAHHOM CHUTYAIlHH.
Bce, 0 ueM oHa OelCTBUTENIbHO OECIOKOUIIaCh, TaK 3TO O TOM, YTOOLI ee COOCTBEeHHAS XKU3HL He
ob0opBanach W3-3a KaKOW-TO TJIyIIOM CEHTUMEHTaIbHOCTU, KOTOPYI0 MOT Pa3BUTH [[KEHCOH.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, HECMOTPS Ha BCe, YTO OHU 3HA/IM, OCTAHKK KAaKOI0-TO 3BepPS TaM, B IUKOM IIPUPOTE,
MOTYT KOTla-HUOYOb CTaTh PellaioiiiM KOMIIOHEHTOM B ClIaCeHUU UX XKU3HEW. B 3TOT MOMeHT
I>KelCOH, HAKOHEIl, HOCTUT BEPIIXHBI 00JIOMKOB BO BTOPOM pa3 3a 3TOT fieHb. OH MOBEPHYJICS JTUIIOM
K TOP2KECTBEeHHOMY KJIafIOUIIy MypaBheB C IedYasibHBIM BeIpaXkeHneM Ha nutie. OH MefIJieHHO
IIOKayvaJl T0JI0BOM, MPeXkKe YeM PeIIHnIICS CKa3aTh HEeCKOJIbKO CJIOB Iepel UX OTOLITHEM.

-- [loxkanyiicta, IPOCTUTE MeHA. f ONpeneseHHO Hauy BallluM TejlaM XOpolllee IPpUMEeHEHNE B
OynmymeM. A 1o TeX IOP CIIUTE CIIOKOWHO...
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