3HaeT JIM OH, YTO TAKUM o6pa30M IIOACHIIIQTh YGHﬁH — BC€ PAaBHO YTO IIPU3HATH, YTO OH CTOSAJI 3a
HEeCYAaCTHBEIM CJIy4da€eM C 3KUIIaXKEM B TOT OEHb?

Ha nunue Knayca 3acteuio nensiHoe BelpaXkeHre. OH HUKOTTa paHbIlle He [T0KA3bIBAJICS TAKUM IIepef
Mepuais.

— Crynay ¥ pasblly Ux.

— EcTp! — KOPOTKO OTHAJl 94eCTh BpaH U BHIIIEJI U3 KOMHATHI.

Knayc, mepeopeBIIuch B MATKUI XajlaT, BCIOMHUIT HA€MHBIX YOUHI[, KOTOPHIE ClIeloBaid 3a Mepuasb
0o moMecThbs JacTuH. Bce 3T HaeMHUKHE 0002KaJId IIOTOHIO.

Camo cymiecTBoBaHMe Mepuasnb IPHUBOIUIO UMIIEPATOPa B TAKOHM y2KAc, YTO OH IOABEPT cebsi PUCKY,
OTIIPABUB IIPUHIIECCY B TOMECThe [laCTHH OfHY.

«3auyeM, yepT Bo3bMHU? TOJIBKO JIUIIL IIOTOMY, UTO OHa ITOCBSLIEeHAa B JaBHO 3a0bITyI0 TaliHy? f Tak He
[yMaro».

Toro, yTo Mepuanb 3HaeT TaiHy, Mano. Ceriyac oHa Oblyta 6ecriomolrHa. HUKTO ell He TOBEPUT,
CKOJIbKO OHa OBl HY TBEPHMIIa, UYTO UMIIepaTop yOUII CBOEro IpedllecTBeHHNKa. Mepuanb rogaMu
pas3wrphiBajia AyPOUKY.

YM ee BepHYyJICS, HO TaMsATh — HeT. UMmepaTop cTpaiusicsa Mepusib He IIOTOMY, YTO K Hel
BEPHYJICS pa3yM. Pa3 K Hel BO3BPATUIICS YM, OH CTPAIINIICS, YTO BEPHETCS U IaMSTh.

OH GBITT OT 9TOTO B yXKace.

«KakK TOIBKO BHI Y6G}KI/IT6 " IIOBEPHETECH CIIMHOM, BaM IIPUAOETCA OTBEYaTh I1epeg BCEMU».

B3I"TI$IHYB Ha cebs B 3€pPKalio, Knayc BCIIOMHHIJI CJIOBa BpaHa. OpHako eciu TOBOPHUTH 00 HMIIepaTope,
TOT HaJedJiCsi, 4TO HUKOI'Ja He 6y11eT pacnna4ynuBaThCA. EMy HEe XBATHUT BCEH XKHU3HU, YTOORI BEPHYTH
BC€ TO, YTO OH OTHANNI Y MepI/ISHB.

— IlpuyrHa, MO KOTOPOW S [OJXKEH KHUTb...

B 3epkane eMy yCMeXHYJICSI cepeOpsSTHOBOJIOCHH IBOMHUK. Ero cMex OBl TPYCTHHIM 1 6€CKOHEYHO
JKaIKUM.

«ThI JABHO CTajla CMBICIIOM MO€EH KU3HU».
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[To Mepe TOTO, KaK IlIeJl BeuepHUil 6aHKeT, cBageOHasi cyMaToxa IIOCTeIIeHHO yCIIOKanBasach.

Ka3asocs, Bce MOBEPHUIIH, YTO 3TO OBLIA IPOCTO AYPHAS LIyTKa.

— CronuyHble JBOPSIHE MOTYT OTMaXHYThCSl OT 3TOTO KaK OT HU3KOIIPOOHOM IIyTKH, HO TOBOPST, YTO
00 ero JieBoii pyKe, KOTOpasi peardpyeT TOJILKO Ha KPOBb Yy[IOBUIIlA, U3BECTHO, U... OT 3TOT'0 HEJIh3s
OTMaXHYThCS KaK OT ITyTKH, — TUXO MpobopMoTana Mepuassb, moka XuI3 moMoraja e mpuBecTu
MBICJTH B TTOPSIIOK U MIPUHSITh PEIeHHE.

Xuni3 4yTh IOBEPHYJIa TOIOBY, YCIIBIIIAB ee TUXUI IIeNOoT, ¥ CKa3aja:

— 970 TakK. CTONMMYHbLIE MBOPSHE HU Pa3y B XKU3HU HE BUIEJIM YYMOBHUIIA, TAK UTO, MOIKHO OLITh, BCE
MMEHHO TaK. MOXKeT, OHM TaK HeBEXKEeCTBEHHEI, TIOTOMY YTO HUKOT{la HUYEero He CJIBIIIAJIHU O JIeBOU
PyKe apurepiuora... nu xe oHU IPOCTO TYIIUIIEI, ECITHA YK€ 3HAIOT.

— A Befb g TOXKe HUKOIa He CIIBIIIana 0O PyKe aparepuora. W HuKOrga B XKU3HU HE BCTpeYaliaCh C
YyOOBHUIIIEM.

— IIpoctuTe, g He 3TO UMena B BuAy. OgHAKO OHU He [OKHHI ITYTUTh Haf IIPUHIIECCOM, ITPOJIUBas
KPOBH UyIOBHILA.

Mepuasb THXO KMBHYJIA, 3aMETHB, KaK XHUJII3 CKJIIOHHUIA TOJIOBY.

— Onu xoTenu HCIIOPTUTH LIEPEMOHNIO, NCIIa9YKaB MO€ IIJIaThe, €CJIU OBl 9TO OKa3ajach He KPOBb
YynoBHUIla, TO OHHU IIPOJIUIIN OBl BUHO MJIH KPOBb 2KHBOTHOTO.

— 3HaAYUT, MPOTUBHUK 3HAJI O PyKe 3pIrepiora, — yoexaeHHO OTBeTUIIa XUJII3.

OHa yxke myuie OBl CIBIIIIAIA My3BIKY U pa3findara JIlofel B Tonmne. Mepusib, 0CTAaHOBUBILKCH Y
nBepeit 6AaHKEeTHOTO 3ajia, TpKUBeJia B MOPSI0K KOCTIOM, Hal KOTOPHIM TaK YIIOPHO TPYAMUIIACh
Anennus.

[Tepen KOPOIEBCKOM ceMbel M apUCTOKPATHEH OHA BCETHa MOSBIISIIACh B KOPOTKHUX IJIAThSX C
obopKaM¥, IPKUX dynkax u Tydinsx. Ei 661710 Bce paBHO, YTO HA HeH 3a KOCTIOM, flaxke ecyiu Obl OH
OBl ychimaH 1BeTaMu. OHA IIPOCTO CMesNIack, IPUTBOPSISICh, OYATO et HpaBUTCS.

CTtpanHO OBIIIO BXOOUTH B OaHKETHBIM 3all, OMETOM KaK IojlaraeTcs.

— Ilo3BoIBTE MHE OTKPHITH BaM ABepb, Bama CBeTI0CTh, — CKa3al Ciyra, CKJIOHUBIIUMUCS eper Her



y IBepel 6aHKETHOTO 3aa.

Pa3MeIIisSs o mpoIioM, Mepuasb cerka yis0HyIach.

Ilaxke eciu OHa U He XOTeJla CMesAThCH, 3Ta IIPUBLIYKA ITyTrajid.

Y Hee He OBIJIO IIBETOB B BOJIOCAX KaK OOBIYHO, M Ha IJIaThe OBIJIO HEe TaK MHOT'0 00OPOK, a eIre OHa He
Hagesa SPKUX 9yJIOK U Ty(henb.

CoOpaBiIuecs mo-pa3HoMy B3TISHYJIM Ha Mepuasnb, KOT[a OHA BOIIIA M OTKPBIIA ABepH. B ux
B3rJIsIIax He OBII0 HM HaCMEIIKH, HU CUMIIaTUH. To, YTO OHA OT HUX yJIaBliMBajla, — BOCXHUIIEHHUE.

— HpI/IHLIeCCB. HAIIOMWHAET CBOIO MAdTh, UMII€PATPUIy, OHA OYE€Hb KPAaCHUBa.

3aBraeB TeJloM MPUHIIECCH], OHa KaXk[0e yTPo Mb60oBanack co00k B 3epKaiie.

Taxkoit KpPaCaBHUIIEI 3HAMEHUTOCTHU HE BUOEJIN IIPEXKIEe HUKOT'Oa. Y Hee ObIH 3aBUOHEBIE BOJIOCHI,
MaJIeHbKO€ JINYUKO, TOHKHE U TaDMOHHWYHEIE YEPTHI JINIId — B Hell ¥ B caMOM [eJjie He OBIIIO U3BSTHOB.

— HeyXTo0 nmpuHIleCCa IEHCTBUTEILHO TaK KpacuBa? — YIUBHUICS KTO-TO U3 COOPaBIIMXCS.

— B camom pene... OHa BBIPOCIIa B TaKyIO IIPEKPACHYIO IOHYIO JIeIH.

Ilo ee ClIyXa DOHOCHIIKCE ITOXBAJIHIL.

Mepuanb HEBUHHO YNIBIOHYIACh UM TOM K€ caMoii yIIbIOKOM, KOTOPO yibi0anach BCe YeTHIPHAALATD
JIET, YTO IPUTBOPSIACh TyPOUKOM.
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