Korpa MepI/ISHL 3aMeETHJIa, 9YTO 3PUTEePIOr BCE elne YyBCTBYET ce0s1 03aJayeHHEIM, OHA BHITIAIKIIA
3aroTOBJIEHHBIE CJIOBA:

— 4 IpoCTO X0Uy KUTh.

— Bce 3TOro xoTsT.

— MHe, [i71 TOTO YTOOBI BHIXKUTh, HY2KHO BHIMTH 3@ BaC 3aMyXK. BEl — eIMHCTBEHHHBIN Y€JI0BEK BO
BCEM MMIEePUU, KOTOPBIM MOXKET 3alIUTUTh MEeHs OT UMIIepaTopa.

— Bur HaMekaeTe, uT0 Ero BennuecTBO IEITaeTCS IPUYNHNATDL Bpe[ IIPUHIIECCE?

— BepHo.

Mepuanb, 3aMeTHB, Kak Kitayc HaxMypusicsi, BbIlaBuiIa yIbIOKY.

— MEIC/TH 0 TOM, YTO s CTAHOBJIIOCH B3POCJION, IPHUBOMAST UMIIEpaTopa B yxac. Bo mBopiie MHe
MHOKECTBO pa3 yrpoxKajiu, HO HelaBHO BCe CTaJIo ellle XyxKe.

— KakoBa npuunHa s 3Toro? IlpuyrHa, 1Mo KOTOPOM OH XO04eT HaBPeOuTh MPUHIIECCE.

— IIpuyuHa B TOM, 4TO...

Mepuanb pacrepsnach. [IpexHss IpUHIIECCa, B OTIMYKE OT Hee, 3a0kiBana, YTo Bupena. OHa
YUCTHUIA CBOY BOCTIOMUHAHUS U XKHUJIa TYPOYKOH.

Ho He mocrie TOro Kak KOHTPOJIb HaJ 3TUM TeJIOM B3sijla OHA. Mepuasib IOHsIa, II0YeMy IIpUHIlecca
cTeprna cefe mMaMsATh U 3aCTaBIIsANa IIPEEMHUITY IPUKUABIBATHCS HEHOPMaIbHOM.

[TpuyunHa TOr0, OTYETO UMIIEPATOP XOTeN OBl HAaBPEOUTH IIPUHIIECCE. ..

B o6oux ClIy4adX BCIIJIBIBAJIO OOHO X TO K€ BOCIIOMHUHAHNE.

— BHI X0THTE Ha MHE XKEHUThCSI?

— Yto0?

— ¢ BaM 00BSICHIO, €Ciiy BBl HOOOeIaeTe JKEeHUTHCA.



— MeHS 3TO COBEpIIIeHHO He WHTepecyeT.

— A KaXeTcs, 4TO 9TO He Tak.

Mepnsnb ImoaXKalla I"Y6I:>I. Ona ITOYYBCTBOBAJIa ¥ CBOM IIOOO3PEHUS, U Pa3dPaXKEeHKe IpUurepuora.

Ha ero nuiie BO3HUKIIO HETIPOHHUIIaeMOoe BbipaxkeHue. OH TOBOPUII 04eHb X010qH0. OmHAKO yx&Ke
II0Ka3aJI MHOT'O CBOMX 9MOIIHH.

MepI/ISJ'[B, B CBOIO 04epensb, OH HE Ka3aJiCAd 9y2KHUM YEeJIOBEKOM. OHa HUCHOBITEHIBaNa I0X0XKHE YYBCTBaQ,
KOrga HaKJIOHsAJIa I'OJIOBY.

— 3By‘-II/IT TaK, CJIOBHO BHI XOTUTE 3aKJIIOUYUTh CO MHOM COEIIKY.

— Ia.

— BrI roBOpHTE, CBambba — [0 pelleHHoe? BLIXoouTe 3aMyK 3a YeI0BEKa, KOTOPHIH COBEPILIEHHO
HUYEero s BaC He 3HAUUT?

— BepHo.

— BaM Tak mpoCTO BEIATH 3aMyXK 3a He3HAKOMIIa?

— KoHeuHo.

Mepuanb Onlna 03aia4€Ha ero TOPZKEeCTBEHHBIM TOHOM.

[TocKOMBbKY OHa pPOoAMIach MPHUHIIECCOM, BRIMTH 3aMyXK 110 J1106BU OBIIO [JI11 Hee HECORITOUHOU
MeuTOM. B 3TOM MUpe CyLIeCTBYIOT apUCTOKPATHS U KJTaCCOBOe 001IeCTBO, KaK-HUKaK. ECTH BB
IPUHA[JIEXKUTE K OIIPefeIeHHOMY KJIacCy, TO QUKTUBHEINA OpakK — 3TO HEOOBIYHOE SIBJIEHHE.

B nepByio ouepenb, oHa Oblna MpuHIleccoii. M ee Toxke MOXKHO OBIIO UCII0IH30BaTh KaK TalHOE
OpyXkHe B BOWHE U B MHpPHbLIE BpEMEHaA.

KoHeuHo, 61710 OBI ITPOCTO (haHTACTUYHO, €CNTH OBl OHA, TPOKUBIIAS BCIO XKU3Hb B UMIIEPATOPCKOM
IBOpIle, pa3oOpanack BO BCEM, IPUCIYIIANACh U CHesaa BEIBOIL 06 ©UMIEPATOPCKOM [IBOPIIE.

— Bul moHMMaeTe, 4TO Takoe Opak?

OH B3[IOXHYJI X 3aTOBOPUII C HEH, KaK C PpeOEHKOM.



— KoneuHo. Pa3Be 3T0 He 3HAYUT, UTO MyKYKHA U JKEHIIWHA MPOBOAST BCIO XKU3Hb BMECTE U
TIOAIePKUBAIOT APYT ApyTra?

— Br1 06 3TOM I'ie-To CbImanu?

— W B 9THX OTHOIIEHHMSX [TOJI0KEHO KYBHIPKATLCS B IIOCTEIH KAXAYI0 HOYb, YTOOH YBUAETH IIIIOEL
CBOEro TpyIa.

— Yto? Croiite!

Knayc C I'POX0OTOM OIIPOKHHYII CTOJI. Mepnenb OCTAaHOBHUJIACh U 3aMOpraljia BEIITY4YE€HHEIMHU I'JIa3aMHU.

— BaM He HyHO OBIJIO 3TO TOBOPUTH!

— Pa3Be 3T0 — He camas BaXKHas 4aCTh B 3aMyXkKeCTBe?

— HerT!

— 4 coMHeBaloCh, YTO XOTh KOTTa-HUOYIb CMOT'Y YIOBIETBOPUTE 3PITepIiora.

— Her-HeT-HeT! BoBCce He Tak! — BO3MYIIIEHHO 3asBUII OH.

Knayc 6bICTPO MOJHSI PYKY, YTOOH IIPUKPHITH IIOKPACHEBIIIee JIUI0, U OTBEPHYJICS. Mepuanb
T7ISIHyJIa Ha HEro U IMoAyMasia, YTO ero IoBefeHre HallOMUHaeT el 0 KOM-TO OpyroM. Ero kpacHrie
VIIU ¥ TO, KaK OH OTBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, IPUBJIEKAIN €€ BHUMAaHMUeE.

«Y Hero u KbsiHa MHOTO O0IIIEr0O».

OH BBITTUTT BOJEI, YTOOH! YCIIOKOUTHCS. Mepuasb Obljla CMyIIeHa U pacTepsiHa U3-3a COOCTBEHHOT'O
TIOBE[IeHUS.

OHa He oxupasna, 4To YymOBUIIHEIN IPITEPIOT, 0 KOTOPOM CTOJILKO CIIbIIasa, 6yieT KpacHeTh OT ee
CJIOB.

«KaxeTcs, 4TO OH COBCEM He MOHCTD»>.

Ona Oblyia 03alayeHa BOIIPOCOM, TI0UEMY Ke ero Tak Ha3Banu. Ero pyku B Gelbix IepyaTKax u Oemnas
KOKa IIPUBJIEKA/IK ee BHUMaHKue. Mepuasib MPOIIach B3TJISIAOM I10 IepyaTKaM, He CHUMAsi KOTOPHIX,
OH eJl.



«Y Hero muzodobus*? Unu, moxker... [lIpameI?».

(*HaBsi3uuBHIM CTpax 3arpsisHeHus nubo 3apaxkeHusi, CTpeMyieHre n36exkaTh COMPUKOCHOBEHUS C
OKpYXKaIoLMMHU ITpeIMeTaMu. )

Ona nmopmymarna 00 3TOM, KOT[la 3aMeTuJIa IIpaM y ero jieBoro ria3a. Ho meByiika Bce elle He
IIOHMMaJIa, ToYeMy K HeMy o0pallaioTcs Kak K YymIoBUIITHOMY JPUTepIOTy.

Kﬂayc, 3a KOTOPHEIM OHa Habogana Bo BpeMsi Tpalle3kl, €0Ba JIX IIOXOOUIT Ha YyJOBHUIIIE.

— Ecnu spurepuor He coryiaceH, MHe OyIeT TSKeJl0 BRIKUTh — MOSI JKM3Hb OyIeT IIOCTOSHHO
TIOJIBEPTaThCs OMacHOCTH. Ho Bce B IIOJIHOM IOPSIZKE — Y BaC €CTh IIPaBO OTKA3aThCs.

— Bl maHTaXXUpyeTe MeHsSI CBOEH KU3HBIO?

— O rocnopu! Pa3se Ke MOXKHO HallyraTb 3TUM 3pIrepiora?

Mepuaib pa3BiaeKaiyd ero HAMBHOCTh ¥ KICKPEHHOCTh. ITO OBIZI0 BeCbMa HEOOBIYHO AJIS TaK
Ha3bIBaeMOro YyqoBUILHOTO JpUrepLora. ¥ Hee CI0KUIOCH BlleYyaT/IEeHUe, YTO OH — XOPOLIUMN
YeJloBeK.

OH BHITTISIETT COBEPIIEHHO UHAYE, HO el OBII0 C HUM TaKXe JIeTKOo, Kak u ¢ KbsiHOM, HHOTIa
UCKPEHHE [IPYXKeTI00HEIM.

HGBGPOHTHO, YTO e OBIJIO C HUM TaK JIETKO TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO OHH ITYTEIIECTBOBAIIX BMECTE
0oJibIe Mecsana. Unu, MoXeT, OHU IIPOCTO O4YEHDB ITOX0XKH.

— ¢ mpumepKMBaCh BCET'0 TOT'0, YTO YKe CKa3asa. f MoJKHa MPUHECTH U3BHHEHUS, eCJIU Bl yXKe
KOT'0-TO JIIOOUTE, HO... Bl OLUIM MOEH IIoCIeqHel HageXoou.

— IToyemy? ITouemy Bbl 00513aHEI BEIXOAUTh 3aMyXK? — CIIPOCHII OH.

Opurepuor Bce ellle XMYPHUJICSI ¥ He MOT IIOTHSTE T'OJIOBY, YTOOB TOCMOTPETh Mepuassb B Iiia3a.
BeposiTHO, OH TO-TTpexkHeMY ObLT 03afayeH.

— ¢ yxe roBopuia BaM. 3aMyXKeCTBO — 3TO COBMECTHAs XXM3Hb MO CAMOT0 KOHIIA ¥ B3aUMHAs
oAIepKKa. S IPoCTo MPe/IoIoXuiIa, YTO MOIJia OB PAaCCYMTHIBATE Ha BaC.
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