HeckonpKuMu THIMU paHee...

Hous, korga YxkuHcy BcTpeTusics ¢ CaHxu nepeq BO3BpallleHueM AoMOM. Miafmmii CEIH MapKru3a
KBoxka u 6nuxauimmi apyr YxkuHcy, ['uxeH, nogobpascs 0nuxke K YXKUHCY, pafoCTHO X0X04a.
KoHeuHO, ero Tak Ha3blBaeEMBIN APYT, faXKe He B3TJIIHYB Ha Hero, 6ecriepeMOHHO 0TOPOCHUIT eT0 Ha
KpOBaTh. [IpUBBIKIINY K TAKOMY OTHOIIEHHIO [ MXEH CJ1e3 C KPOBATH U I0XKaJl IIeYaMu.

"Uto crmyumnoch? [ToueMy TH BRITISIOULIL TAKUM HAIPSKEHHBIM?"
"Huuero."

"V Te0s1 cTpaHHOE BhHIpaxKeHue nuila. Trl moccopuics ¢ Canxu?"
"KoHeuyHo HeT."

YKMHCY JIeXKasl B CBOeH KPOBaTH C KPEIIKO 3aKPHITHIMU T'Jla3aMU ¥ BCIIOMUHAJI CBOM CJIOBa.
HeHaBUXKY TeOs. KTo ThI, 4EPT BO3bMHU, TaKasi, YTOOHI TyTaTh MHE TOJIOBY?
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Bcero MruoBeHueM paHee...
"f1 ckaXy CHOBa, HO ThI BCETO JIUIIb Ta, Ha KOM S MOJIKEH XXKEHUTHCS 10 JOTOBOPY, ¥ HUYero 6onee."

CaHxX¥ CHOBa ¥ CHOBA BCIIOMMHAJIA 9TO, HO TaK ¥ HE CMOTJIa IIOHSTh, TI0YEMY eMy HYKHO OBLI0 OBITh
TAKHUM JKECTOKHM, eCJIK OH MOT ITPOCTO UTHOPUPOBATh e€. 2KeHa He UMeJla IIpaBa 0XKHUAATh TI00BU
UM JaXke ITPOCTO YeJI0BeYeCKOoM JoOPOTH. YKUHCY TOBOPHIT TOJTBKO TO, YTO MOXKHO OBIIIO OKHMIATh,
TaK II0YEeMy eMy HYKHO OBIJIO C TAKUM SIIOM B TOJIOCE MOTYEPKUBATD 3TO?

CaHXH" 3TOM HOYBIO JOJITO IJIaKasa.
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HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO ero He OO0 psamoM, YKMHCY KaK-TO YYBCTBOBAJ, UTO ri1a3a CaHXU IOJTHEI CIE3.
Jaxe Korma Ha e€ Nulile KpacoBalach y/blOKa, OH 3HaJl, YTO OHA YYBCTBYeT Iy00Ko B fmyute. U 3To
3HaHUe HATOJIHAJIO ero SMOLKe, KOTOPOM OH caM He MOT JaTh Ha3BaHUS.

"TonbKO OOUH YeJIOBEK Tak BIXSIET Ha UKUHCY, X 9TO Ta CTpaHHas AeBo4YKa, CaHxu."
"3aTKHUCE."

"UKMHCY, THl TAKOU CYACTIUBYMK. [IpeKpacHas HacnegHas NPUHIleCCa UMIIEPUH, ONHA U3 IBYX
IEeBYIIEK C MarudYeCKUMHU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMHU, XKenaeT Tebs. Y TeOs eCTb MOIofast, HO MBIIKast HEBECTa...
Korpa u ¢ keM TBI X04elllb TOXKEeHUThCA?"

"9T0 OBLI0 yKe 00bIBNIEHO. I NOMXKeH XXeHuThcs. [1yTu Ha3apm HeT."
4 He X04y XKeHUThCS...0CO0EHHO Ha 3TOM CTPaHHOM neBouyke. ['oBopus camoMy cebe UKMHCY.

"Temeps 5 3a/laloCh BOIIPOCOM, KTO Ke OyfeT 1mepBoii xkeHou? He To 4TOOH 3TO GBIJIO BaXKHO, HO BCE
xke. [ITpocTo M1000IHITCTBO."

"TTomMONBKY HY2KHO yBaxKaTb. f 0OJIXKeH KEeHUThCS Ha CBOeU HeBecTe."



"Tak Canxu OymeT nepBoi xkeHou? Ho y Ope3un ecTb Marndeckre ClIOCOOHOCTH, U €€ CTaTyC
ropasfo BHILIE, KaK Y fouepy umnepatopa. CaHXU BCero JIULIb ONHA U3 MHOTUX fOYEepel KOpoJis
MaJIeHbKOU CTpaHBbl, HO THI CAelaellb CaHXxyu CBOeU MepBOou KeHOou?"

"3aTKHHUCH, YTOOEI I MOT IIOCIIATh."

Wcnonb3ys Maruto, YKUHCY 3aTKHYN poT ['ux€Hy u cebe yimu. YTo OB HU MBITANCS KPUYaTh [ MXEH,
IIPOKPUYATh 9TO Ha CaMoM feJie eMy He yAaBaloch. YKUHCY 3afyMacs.

[ToyeMy...nmoyeMy s 3aIIUK/IUJICA Ha TOM, YTO KEHIOCh TOJIbKO Ha CaHxu? CaM He 3Hal.
[Touemy s 3Ha, rIy0OKO B AyIlie, UTO AOJIKEH KEHUTHCS TOJILKO Ha OJHOM XKeHIIHHE?

B 3TOM Mupe He OBITI0 3aKOHOB MJIM MHCTPYKIIUN, OTPaHNYMBAIOIIKX ITOJIUTaMUI0, TaK Kak
0XKMMAI0Ch, UYTO MYKYUHEI C CUJION U IOJI0KeHueM OyOyT HacjlaXaaThbCd MHOTUMU KeHIIUHAMU — U
TaK KaK XEHIIWHB CYUTATKCh a0COTIOTHO HUIIIMME CO3TaHUsIMU 663 pa3dyMa, YTOOB UMU JOPOKHUTD.
B takom cBete, OPpe3rio MOXKHO IIOCUUTATh IPEBOCXOAHOM MTapOu.

Ho torpa... nouemy?

YKWHCY 3aKpHIT I'Ta3a. B ero ronose CHOBa BCIUIBUIA CTPAHHEIE CJIOBA. f IPUTOTOBUIL pary.
[ToTopomuce ¥ BO3BpalllauCs.

CoBceM Kak paHbIle, B €r0 I'OJIOBE 3XOM OTHABAJINCh 3TH CTPAHHEIE CJIOBA. HOTOMy 49TO OJId MEH4A
€CTb TOJIBKO THI.

)%k

®pesus — mectas no4yb uMIeparopa. Cpegu Bcex Hac/IeHBIX IIPUHIIECC OHA CaMasi KpacuBas, 1
Cpenu BCeX MIeBYIIEeK UMIIEPUM OHa caMas MOTylleCTBeHHas. HecMOTps Ha To, UTO e€ Marus Obljia He
O4YeHb CHUJIbHOM ¥ PA3BUTOM, TO, YTO Marunyeckas CHja HaXOOUJIaCh B TeJIe OeBYIIKHU, yXKe CUMTAJIOCh
TIOJIBUTOM.

"4, [Tpunnecca Cauxu Koponesctsa ['opb€, npuBeTcTBYIO Bac, Ppe3usi, HaclegHas IpUHIlecCca U
IIBeToxk Umnepun."

"M#I 00e xeHIUHEL [laBail 6e3 Takux ¢popmanbHOCTeR." Ope3us SPKO YALIOHYIach, U ST 3aTOBOPHUIIA.
"Cy4KUH, IOoXKalyucTa, Iogal HaMm Jau."
“Ila, IIpuxnecca."

Hama Cana ToXe IOIpUBeTCTBOBaa HAaCleOHYIO IPUHIeCCYy uMnepuu. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO eu
OBLIO TOJIHKO YETHIpe TOfa, Y He€ ObUIM YyoeCcHble MaHephl. MOM MUTIbIHM TUTOMEL].

"THl 3HAEIIb, TIOYEMY S IIPUILITIA YBUAETLCS C TOOOM, He Tak mu?"

"Mory poragatbcs. o MeHs JOXOOUIIU CJIyXH, YTO BhI 2KeJlaeTe MOEro JKeHUXa, YTO Bhl 3alllIA TaK
maneko, 4To fAaxKe IPU3HANIUCH eMY B JII00OBU."

KoHeuHo, eé moBemeHue OBIIO HApyIIeHHEM 3THKeTa. [lymalo, o6agaHue MarndeCcKuMU
CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU HAET Tebe HEKOTOPhIe ITPUBUIIETUH.



q)pe3I/IH IIPpOAOJIZKHUIIA TaM, I'ie s1 OCTaHOBHUJIACH.

"{ mepeiiny k meny. Tak Kak B GiuzxkariieM OyayineM Mbl OygeM JefUTh ONUH IOM U MyXa, g
nogymaja, YTo HaM CliefyeT I03HAaKOMUThCA. f Ovl X0Tena, 4TOOb MBI IIOJTafUIIN. "

4 rorosumnacs K 9TOMYy C TOTO MOMEHTaQ, KaK yBHUIEJld eé Y OBeEpHU cBoeil KoMHaThl. He BaxHO, Jo4dyepu
MBI Koponeﬁ HJIN UMIIEPATOPOB, MEI BCE PaBHO 6YI[eM OOHUMU U3 MHOTHUX }KéH, KOMY 0Ll HAC He
OTHalIn.

®pe3us nuna MATHBIY Yal, 1TOKa 51 HaOmiomasna 3a Hed. OHa Oblyla KpaCUBOM U, YeCTHO T'OBOPS, S He
MOTJIa MTOHSTh, MoueMy YKUHCY He OTKPHIT el CBOE cepaile. [laxke 3a BpeMs 3TOr0 KOPOTKOTO
pasroBopa S CMOTJIa TI0YyBCTBOBATh €€ XapU3My.

4 momXHa OTBETUTDH, Oa, HaBal IOJIAINUM.

HeCMOTpH Ha TO, YTO 4 IIPUBLIKJIA TOBOPUTH JIaJ'[éKI/Ie OT CBOMX MCTHHHBIX 9YYBCTB CJIOBA, 3TU CJIOBaA
OTKa3bIBaJIMNCh IIOKHUOATh MO I"YGBI.

I'omoc B Mmoe rosioBe IIPU3BIBAII MEHMA IIOOPY2KUTHCA C 9TOU XKEHIINHOM, KOTOpasi BCKOpe 6y;:[eT
MMETh MHOTO BJIACTH B MO€H XKH3HM.

Ho 4T0-TO BO MHE OTPEKaJIoCh OT MBICTIH AeNIUTh YKHUHCY C KEM-TO, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO s 3HaJja, 4YTO
HEe MHe ero JII00UTE.

4 coenan pary. [IoToponucs ¥ Bo3Bpalaucs.

4 mpocTo He Morya 3acTaBUThL ce0s HelCTBOBaTh. 1 3HaNa, YTO JOIKHA UMETh XOPOIINe OTHOUIEHUS
C HacJIeoHOU MpUHIeCCOU uMiepuu. Bce€, 4To MHe HYKHO OBLJIO CHleNlaTh, 3TO MPOU3HECTH CJIOBa, "[a.
IaBail cCHaCTIUBO [EeIUTL MyXKa." YIRIOHYThCS [JIsT BEPHOCTH, U BCE OymeT cymep. f mpocTo He Moria.

MHe BCIOMHUNIUCH C10Ba YkuHCY: "[I715 MeHs eCTh TOJIbKO THL."

4 BcrmoMHMUITa, KaK gpa3Huna YKuHcy: "Ecnu Th IepepoauIIbCs, TH BCE eIlé 3aX04elllb XKeHUThCS Ha
MHe?" OH 0e3 Koymebanuit orBetun: "KoHeuHo. [I715 MEHS €CTh TOJIBKO THL." A ST CO CMEXOM yIIpeKHYya
ero: "JIxen! 4 3Hato, TH HaWgems 601ee MUIYIO IeBywKY!" HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO g X0Tesa
3a0/10KMPOBaTh BCe BOCIIOMHUHAHUS 0 CBOEM UXKHKHCY, TaKue MBICIM 9aCTO IOSIBIISIIUCE CaMy COOOIA.
CoBceM Kak celyac.

T'onoc ®pe3un npolOygun MeHs OT MOUX Tpe3. " xouy, 4ToOBl MbI ObINIK OPYy3biMu. HaMm He ciegyeT
CpaXaThCs 32 BHUMaHME MyXKa, JTy4llle IOMOYb APYT APYTY BBIKUTH."
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I'ux€H OblT BHe ce0st oT cyacThs. "Ilouemy T npuién cioga? Tebe He 0COOEHHO HPAaBUTCS
Wwmnepckuii [Isopern."

Wmnepckuii [IBopel Obl1 pa3fenés Ha ABe ceKiuu. [10uTu BceM I03BOJISIOCh BXOOUTEL Ha BHEITHNIE
3eMJIH [IBOPLIa, KOTOPEIE caMu 1o cebe OBLIM ITOXO0XKM Ha MaJleHbKUM ropof. BricoKomocTaBIeHHbIe
JIUIIA CEJIUIM B OTEJISX Ha 3TUX 3eMJISX.

YKWHCY HAaCUIBHO 3aTKHYI ['MXEHa, yCTaB OT ero O0NTOBHU. ['MXEH MOMBITAJICS COMPOTUBISATHCS, HO
3HaJI, YTO 3TO OBLII0 OECIoIe3HO.



"4 sicHo Tebe cKa3zall, YTO MPUILEN YBUIETHCS C IIPUHIIEM."

XMM... OH OBITT He CTULIKOM 0/130K ¢ mpuHileM. CTpaHHO... KaXKeTCS MHe, OH IIPHUIIETT YBUETHCS C
[Tpunneccou CaHxu.

'mx€Hy X0TEeI0Ch yKa3aTh Ha 9TO, HO €r0 roJjioc 0BT Maru4eCKy IMOfaBiIeH YKHUHCY.
3acpanen! {1 yonio Te6s1 1 OyAy cTpamaTh OT IOCIENCTBUM!
Ero momaBunu, mosToMy ['MXEH MPOKIIMHAI CBOET0 Topa3mo 6ojiee CUIBHOTO APYTa MEICIIEHHO.

3arem ['mx€H 3aMeTHUII Koe-4To emé 6ojiee cTpaHHOe. YKUHCY IPU3BIBAJI TAK MHOT'O Marn4ecKou
CHJIBI, YTO MOXKHO OBITIO YBUAETh, KAK OT €r0 Tejla MOJHUMAETCS Kap.

XMM... OH coOupaeT Tak MHOTO dHEpPruu!
[Toxa YKuHCY €N, OH YCIIBIIIAI TOJIOC.

"¢ xouy y3HaTh TeOs momyure, [Ipunnecca Canxu. MHe Obl X0TeI0Ch paboTaTh BMecTe C TOOOH,
4yTOOHRI Y HAIIIET0 My2Ka TOYHO ORI HacJemHUK. MHe Ohl He XO0TeJI0Ch CpaXkaThCs 3a Halllero Myxa."

[omnoc mweén ¢ IaToro 3Taxa...

®pe3us? [la. 3To Ob ronoc Ope3un. YKUHCY YCUTTUI CBOM CIYX, YTOOBI YCIIBIIIATE, YTO OyOeT
masnblile, HO He CMOT ycibIaTh rojgoca Canxu. Ho oH ciblman, Kak SIpOCTHO OBETCS €€ cepplle.

[ToueMy THI IPOKHUIIIE?
Kak Tombko YKUHCY MOHSJI, YTO TBOPHUT, OH OTIIYCTHJI MaTruio, KOTOPYIO ITPU3BaJl.
Kaxkoro yépra s TBOpIO?

B nocnenHee BpeMsi OH CTOJIb MHOTOTO B ce0e He moHKHMas. [loueMy OH coOpaj Tak MHOTO SHEPTUH,
ayMmas o... geBouke? OH He MOT U He XOTeJl IOHUMAaTh.
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