‘Iepes HEKOTOpO€e BpeEMs UKOTa A3zeunpa, eCTECTBEHHO, IMpekpaTuiiace. 3amno3mano OTKAILISBIINCH,
OH C JOCTOMHCTBOM IIPOU3HEC:

— C Kakux 1op THI 3HaEIlb, YTO MbI 30eCh?

— Kro 3naert. C camoro Havasna? — npoTsHyia CepeHa C IMHUPOKOH YIILIOKOM.

OT TOrO, YTO UMIIEPATOP IIPHUTBOPSJICS, UTO HUYETO He ITPOU3OIII0, OH Ka3aJiCd el ellle TIIyTiee.

«A MMIIepaTop y Hac IyneHbKud. PaHble 51 ero 60siach».

CepeHa MOYTH WMHCTUHKTHUBHO 6osimach A3euma. OHA YyBCTBOBAJIa MePBOOBITHEIM CTPax OT TOTO,
YTO MMeJa Jejo ¢ «oraeM». Ho gBe perpeccuu coenanu Cepeny cunbHee. Ha camom fene, 3a fiBe ee
JKW3HU OH HUKOTZa He yrpoxkan el orieM. CepeHa Oblzia CMeJIOi, 3Hast, YTO el Heuero 60sThCs.

— TloyeMy THI ynbIOaeIbCs?

— Xm? 4 yneibanacs?

Korpa CepeHa crpocusia ¢ HEBO3MYTUMBIM JIULIOM, A3eU[] paCCMESJICH.

«Ecnu momymats, s1 4yBCTBYIO cebs Nydille ceidac».

Bcero nuime MuHyTYy Ha3an CepeHa efiBa MOTJla COepxXKaTh FHEB U3-3a BUKOHTeCCH. OHa
cobupasack BHICKA3aTh €M Bce, eciii Obl Ta pa303/IUia ee ellle CUJIbHEee, HO B KAKON-TO MOMEHT
3JI0CTh yliIjla. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO MPOU30IILIO TOrga, Korga CepeHa paccMessach, YBUEB MPAYYIIEroCs
Azeupa Ha Teppace.

«IToKa XUBeIlb, HaACTYIIUT O€Hb, KOT'A TEI IIOJIYYHIITb ITIOMOIIL OT UMIIEPATOPA».

CepeHa, IIOPAa3uBHIKUCE, II€PEBEJIa B3TIAMO.

— 4 y3Hasna 370 He cpasy.

— Tak xorpga?

— XwM. Korga conHeuHbIM CBET U3MEHUT HalpaBlieHue? — oTBeTusia CepeHa C yIbIOKOM.

IHa. Bce aTo mpou3soto 61arogapst ComHeYHOMY cBeTy. Eciu Obl OH Ha KaKOe-TO BpeMsi He
M3MEHMIJIO CBOEe HalpaBlieHNe, OHa OBl He 3aMeTuIia TeHb A3enpa.



— BEHI Bce CIBIMIATH, HO s TIOlaM 3asiBlieHue 00 OTIy4yke B cy060Ty, — cKa3ana CepeHa.

— [Touemy? ThI X04elb OTIIPAaBUTHCA K BuHCEeHTaM?

— U 310 3a00HO0.

— Trr He 06sI13aHa WX CITyIIATh, BEPHO? MBI MOXKEM MPUHSATH MepHl, YTOOBI OHK He TOIaju B
CEeNyIOIIuY pa3 B UMIIEPATOPCKUY IBOPEI], — CKa3asl A3eu[ C Cephe3HBIM BUIOM. Ka3amoch, OH
0eCIIOKOHUJICS O Hel.

CepeHa BOPYT IOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO CTajla HEMHOTO O/IMXKe K HEMY, B OTIMYHUE OT CBOEH
IpefbIayIe Xu3Hu. MIepaTop HUKOTHa 0 Hel He 6ECITOKOUIICS, I09TOMY 3TO OBIIIO B HOBUHKY MJIS
Hee. CepeHa IOXJIONAala ero Io MIevy U cKasaa:

— OX, BHI IECTBUTEIFHO OyMaeTe, YTO s coOMpasiach COOOIIUTh O TOM, YTO OTIPABISIOCH K
Buncenram?

— Torpga uTo0?

— MHe HY2KHEBEI KO€-KaKHW€ TPABEI, ITIO3TOMY A OTIIPABIIIOCH KYIIUTE UX.

— Ecnu Tebe HY2KHEI TPABBI, IIOTOBOPKX C TDABHUKOM.

— [la, HO eCTb anTekKa, KyJa s 4acTo 3aX0XKy. Z CKOpPO BepHYCh, YTOOLI YBUAETLCS C BAMH.

Korma CepeHa sIpKoO yIEIOHYIach ¥ 3arOBOPHIIA, A3eu[ yCTaBHICS Ha Hee. Ka3amoch, 4To OH
Koe0eTcs.

«[ToueMy OH Tak CMOTPUT Ha MeHI?»

CepeHa CKJIOHHJIAa T'OJIOBY HaboOK o[ IMTOTEMHEBIIIUM B3rIAgoM A3euma. A 3ateM €My BHE3AITHO
3aX0TeJIOCh IIOJIOZKUTE PYKY el Ha TOJIOBY, OH MEJIEHHO IIOTAHYJICA U IIOTJIaJUJI €€ BOJIOCHI.

3omoTeie rna3a CepeHbl MUPOKO PACKPHITHUCE. [10 KaKOU-TO IpUUYKMHE TIPUKOCHOBEHUE OBIIO
HACTOJIbKO HEXKHBIM, YTO IT0Ka3aIoch HeJIOBKUM. CepeHa, KOTOPYIO y2Ke HEKOTOPOe BpeMs TIafuiii,
CIIpOCHIA:

— Yro BH menaeTe?



— Barte BennuecTBo?

— Omn.

A3zewnp, KaK OHA U JyMaJla, I[Ie-TO BUTaJI, HO, KOTa ero mo3Bana CepeHa, B3APOTHYII ¥ OTOEPHYT
PYKY. A 3aTeM IPOU3HEC HeJlelkble CI0Ba:

— YT0 KacaeTcs TaKUX Belllel, KaK OTJy4Ka U3 [BOpIla, He coobiait MHe 000 BCEM, ITPOCTO Aefiai
9TO CAaMOCTOSITEJIbHO!

A3zewnpi, Ka3anoch, pacCepauIcs u BeiOexKan U3 KOMHATH. OTO OBIIIO TaK OBICTPO, YTO Ka3asocCh,
OynTo BomoCkl CepeHkl B3JIETEIH.

— Yrt0? Bel Ke caMu CKa3aju MHe co00IaTh, KOTHa U Kyaa s umy.

3aTeM OHa HEJIOBKO ITOMPaBHIIa BOJIOCH, YYBCTBYST OCTaBIIEECs IPUKOCHOBeHKE. CepeHa
nofkaja ry0rl 13-3a He0OBSICHUMOTO ITOBeOeHNUs A3enpia.

«Tak CTpaHHO».

Bre3anHo Ha ee rybax I0sBUIach CIIOKOMHas ynbiOka. Ho oHa 6pICTpO Hcye3na.

— Ou! TlocToliTe, OH YTO, CHOBA cOexka?

CepeHa 3amo3fao MMoHsIa, YTO UCKana A3enfia, KOTOPhIH yOexkal, YTOOH He TyJISTh.

— Kaxk aToT uenoBek MeHs!..

B rna3ax CepeHbl BCIIbIXHYIA UCKPHL. OHA TYT Ke paclaxHyja OBephb U IIOrHalach 3a A3eUI0M.

)%k

B cy660Ty CepeHa MOKMHYIa UMIIEPATOPCKUY ABOPEI] paHHUM yTpoM. OHa BIIEePBHIE BEIXOMIIA 3a
€ero IIpefesitl C TeX 0P, Kak cTaja BpaduoM Asenna.

CepeHa HampaBUJIach IIPSIMUKOM B JIaBKy C TpaBaMHu. [Ipoxofis 1o Iepeyiky, OHa yBUAesa
oOIIapnaHHylo anTeky. Ha BeIBecKe OBIJIO KOPSIBO HAMCAHO «AITeKa».

Korpa CepeHa OTKphUIa ABEPH U BOIIJIA, Pa3falics BeCeNbll Iepe3BOH KOJIOKOIbYUKOB. B aTOT
MOMEHT MaJIbYUK, CUHEBIINN 3a CTOUKOHU, 3€BHYJI ¥ IIOCMOTPEJI B CTOPOHY OBEPH.



— Hobpo moxa... Ox! Cectpenka CepeHa!

Manbuuk, 3ano3gasno y3uaB Cepeny, nogusiacs u nodexan. OHa yaeI0HYIach ¥ IIO300POBasIach.

— JleBuH, y TebOsI BCe XOPOIIO?

— Koneuno! CecTpeHka, Teneph TH paboTaels BO IBOPIIe, ¥ IUIO ¥ TeOs IPsSMO CBETUTCS !

— CaeTuTcCs, ara. Pa3Be TH He BUOUWIIb TEMHBIE KDYTHX Y MEHA T10[J rjIa3aMu’?

TrI 3Haelb, Kak TSAXeJo 3ab60TUThCs 00 uMImepaTope?

Korga CepeHa JyKaBo OTBeTHUIA, JIeBUH TPOMKO pacCMesijicsi. DTOHM alTeKo# Biafesa mapa,
KOTOpas momorjia CepeHe CTaTh HE3aBUCHMOU OT BUKOHTA.

C 1oHBIX JIeT ¥ CepeHbl ObIJI0 MHOTO BO3MOXKHOCTEHN IT03HAKOMUTHCS C JIeKaPCTBEHHBIMU TPaBaMU,
¥ KOTZIa OHa BHIPOCJIA, TO YV Hee eCTeCTBeHHBIM 00pa30M IOSIBUIICS MHTEpeC K MegutinHe. C
TIOSIBJIEHUEM TaJlaHTa OHa OBICTPO OTIPefeNuiach C TeM, YTo OyIeT menaTh gajbllle.

B gactHOCTH, CepeHa mony4usa OO0JbIIyI0 ITOMOIIL OT 9TOM ITaphl, KOTla YYUIach TalHO OT CEMbHU
BuncenT. OHE COYYBCTBOBa/IM TSAXKeJIOMY monoxkeHuio Cepertl. CTaB BpauoM, OHa MOKyIana
JIeKapCTBa TOIBKO 37IeCh, YTOOBI OTIIIATUTL UM. XOTS Temneps, Korma CepeHa Havasna paboTaTh B
MMIIePATOPCKOM [BOPIIE, 3TO Y2Ke HEeBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO [elaTh, HO 9Ta alTeKa Mo-pexHeMy OblTa A1
Hee caMoM HaleKHOM.

W JleBuH, CTOSIIINY ITepen Hel, ObUT MX e JUHCTBeHHBIM pebeHKoM. OHa CBOMMHU TJIa3aMy BHUIEa,
KaK OH POMMIICS, TaK YTO MX CBSI3BLIBA/IM [laBHUE OTHOIICHHUSI.

CepeHa CIIPOCHTIA, OTJISABIBASICH TI0 CTOPOHAM:

— A rge papomka KeH30 u TeTyiika Jnbaa’?

— Orell OTIIPaBUJICS 3a TPaBaMM, a MaTyIIKa - OCTABIATh TOBAPH B TOPTOBYIO T'MIbANUIO0 ['OpMIOH.

—Ag OyMajia, II04YeMy Thl OOHH. Taxk Takol MaJblll ¥ 3a CTOMKOM MOXKET CTOSTh?

— IToueMy TBI Tak roBopuilib? HecMOTps Ha TO, KakK 5 BRITJIIXKY, I ONBITHEIMA TOProBel! —
noxBacTancs JIeBuH, IocTy4aB ce0si B TPYIb.

EMy Obl7T0 IBEHAALATD, TIO3TOMY B T1a3ax CepeHsl 3TO BRITIIAAEIIO MUJIO.



— XOpOH.IO. I'ocniopun JleBuH, OIIBITHBIN TOProsei1l. Moxelib HalTH TPaBEI B3 3TOT'O CIIHCKa?

— Koneuno! [Jaut aTo MHe!

JleBuH GBICTpO BBEIXBATHII 3aIIMCKY W OTIIPABUJICA Ha IIOMCKH.

— 9T0 MHJIO.

CepeHa XMXWKHYyJa eMy B ciuHy. [Toka OHa Xkmana JIeBuHa, TO OTJISIeNach Ha Cllydai, eciid eu
TIOHAHOOSITCS elrle JIeKapCcTRa.

«0? Y HUX eCTb TaKTO-TpaBa? A3euf; XOpOIIO ee MPUHUAMAET... BHIIAOUT Ka4ueCTBEHHOH, HYKHO

KYTIUTH>.

EcTecTBEHHO, BCE, 0 YeM OHAa MOTJIa yMaTh, — 9TO 3MOPOBLE UMIIEPATOpa.

«Ecnu nogymaTh, CKOpPO TOROBIIMHA cMepTu Menen. KaxeTcsi, 3T0 ObIJIO TIOCJIEe OXOTHUYLETO
becTuBasns, BepHO?»

Azeun cTaHOBUJIICSA T-Ipe3BI:>I‘-IanIHO YYBCTBUTEJILHBEIM II0 ME€pe HpI/I6HI/I}KeHI/IH TOOOBIIHWHEL CMEPTH

ero MaTepu. ITO OBITIO Y2KAaCHOe BpeMsi: OH CTpajasl 0eCCOHHUIIEH, eTO UMMYHUTET CHUXKAJICS, a
ammeTUT MpoTafalt.

«4yTh HE BCTpeTHUIa roJoBIIMHY cMepTu Oe33aImuTHON. HyKHO KynuTh 60JIbIlle TPaB, I0JIE3HEIX

[JIsT UMMYHUTETa», — pelinia CepeHa 1 HaOpasia MPUTOPIIHIO IeKapCTBEHHBIX TPaB.

3BIK-.

CepeHa YyCIbIlllaia 3BOH KOJIOKOJIbYHUKOB, d 3aTeéM KTO-TO BOIIIEJI B aIITEKY.

KopoTKO ocTpuKeHHBIEe KalllITaHOBHIE BOIOCH. O4eHb XKECTKOe U CBUPEIOe BEIPaXKeHUe JIHIIA.
HamnpsizkenHast aTMmocdepa, co3falolree OIyIlleHne, YTo, eCJIA BCTPETUTLCS C HUM B3TJISIOM, TO
HauyHeTCs CKaHmaJl.

ToBKO YTO BOIIEOIINY KITUEHT OB UMEHHO TakKuM. Ho, B OT/IMYKE OT HEIIPUSITHOTO
BIIeYATJIEHUS, MyKYKMHA BOIIEJ TUX0. 3aTeM OH eCTECTBEHHO IUTIOXHYJICS Ha CTya B yriy. OH Ben
cebst KakK 4ejI0BeK, KOTOPHIM OBIBa 3MeCh MHOTO pPas.

«[Toxoxe, 9TO IOCTOSTHHEBIN KJITUEHTY.

CepeHa cpasy mmepecTasa o0palaTh Ha HeTO BHUMAHKE U 3aH/IACh JIeKapCTBaMu. MyXK4KiHa



TaKXe, II0X0xe, He 0c060 HNHTEePEeCOBaJICA €10.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs BhIlle JIeBUH ¢ MHOXKECTBOM JIEKaPCTBEHHBIX TPaB, KOTOphIe 3aKa3ala
CepeHa.

— DTOTr'0 HOCTATOYHO?

CepeHa mopHsIa ria3a Ha ronoc JleBrHa u B3aporuysa. OH Iie, MoIaThiBasCh, TaK KaK He MOT
HUYETro BUOETh M3-3a CII0XKEHHBIX KOPOOOK, TePEeKPHIBAIOLINX eMY 0030p.

— Ox, mompocus 661 MEHST IIOMOYb.

CepeHa Bckouuya 1 3a6pasa GOJBIIYI0 YacTh KOPOOOK y JIeBuHa. YOEOUBIIMCH, YTO OH TIOTIOKHUII
TOBAp, OHa Hayajla PyraTh €ro.

— 41 Bce paBHO cobupanach MONPOCUTH IOCTABUTH TPaBHL. {1 IIPOCTO Impocuiia Te0s BHISICHUTE,
€CTb OHHU UJIH...

— A-a, BOT Kak. UIX CITMIITKOM MHOTO, YTOOBI YHECTH CAaMOCTOSITeNIbHO, — JIEBUH MoYecas 3aThIIOK
U IIUPOKO YIBIOHYIICS. — Torma Mory s OTIIPaBUTh 9TO B UMIIEPAaTOPCKUM IBOPEI?

— ITa. Ecnu TH cKaxXelb MPUBPATHUKY, YTO TOBap A CepeHbl BUHCEHT, 0H mo3aboTuTCs 000
BCEM.

— 0-0, s MOTY IIPOCTO Ha3BaTh TBOoe MMs! CecTpeHKa, THl HeWCTBUTENBLHO fobuacs ycrexa! A,
MOTY JIH S TeTlleph Ha3hBaTh TeOSI CECTPEHKOM?

— Th1 MeHs cMyIllaellb.

— Xe-xe. Tul IIOTpsACaloIias, CeCTpeHKa! — BOCXHMIIEHHO CKa3ai JIeBuH, GPOCI/IB Ha Hee
3aBUCT/IMBBIN B3TJIS.

O=H Toxe MeuTas cTaTh BpayoM. [I03TOMy BIIOJIHE eCTeCTBEHHO, YTO CepeHa, CTaBIlas CaMbIM
MOJIOABIM UMIIEPAaTOPCKKUM BpadyoM, OblJia B €ro rja3ax Ha BepIlIdHe ycIiexa.

CMyTUBLIKCEH IOT ropsA4YUM B3rnsagoM JleBuna, CepeHa OTBesla rjas3a.

— Cepena BunceHT?

BHe3amHO mpo6opMoTa MyKYKHa 110334 Hee. [lomyMaB, YTO OCIIBIIIAIAack, OHa 00ePHYIAch U
yBHIeJa, YTO OH YCTABUIICS Ha Hee. 3eJIeHkle T7Ia3a MPOHHUIATeIbHO CMOTpend Ha CepeHy, CJIOBHO



YTO-TO HIIA.

Ona cmpocwuia, TIsaas IPsSIMO Ha Hero, He OTBOMS B3TJIsA[A.

— Br1 meHs 3HaeTe?

— Her.

— A BBI IOBOJIBHO HEMHOTOCJIOBHEL B Hallly IIEPBYIO BCTPEUY.

— HpOCTO BEI BHE3AITHO 3arOBOPHUIIN CO MHOM, — OTBETHI MyXK4YHHa C YXMBIHKOfI.

OH TIpou3HEeC BCET0 HECKOJIBbKO CJI0B, a y&ke yroMmun CepeHy. B 4acTHOCTH, OT HETO UCXOAUTIA
aypa 6aHguTa, IIO3TOMY e¥ 6OJIbIlle He XOTEI0Ch UMETh C HUM [EJIO.

«[TomxkHO OBITH, OH CHEJIaJl 3TO, YCIIbIIaB CIyxu. [IpocTo He OyAy CBA3BIBATHCS C HUM», —
nopgyMana CepeHa 4, IIOKHYB, OTBeJIa B3TJIAL.

3ano3pasno 3aMeTUB MYXKYKHY, JIeBUH KPUKHYIIL:

— A! Tocniogus [IKeK, KOT[a Bbl IPUIILIN?
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