4, Teogopux Pydenuc. Coi 6paTa gericTBylomero npasutens Umnepuu Pyan. C caMoro meTcTBa
MeHs TOTOBUJIM, KaK HacjlegHUKa CBOEr0 0TLa, KOTOPHIY 3aHUMaJl TUTYJI 3pLUreplora U PyKOBOOUII
I0KHOU 4yacThio MMnepuu. Bomblilyio 4aCcTh BpeMeHH farna IPOBOAMI B CTONULIE, II03TOMY S €ro
IpaKTU4YeCKH He Bumenl. C MasbiX JIET MOMM BOCIUTAHUEM 3aHUMAJICS YUYUTENb HEeXTOBaHUS
OTepHUYC, KOTOPHIY IOMUMO BlIaieHUSI MeuoM, IIPUBUJI MHE TaKxe JII000Bb K PUCOBAHUIO.

4 oboxkaro pucoBaTs! ITocie obefa MBI ¢ ITepHUYCOM yOeranu U3 MOMeCThsl Ha IPUPOAY, T'He 5, Ha
X0JICTe, n300paxa ee B IPEKPaCHBEIX KpacKax. MHe OvlI0 Beceso. X0TeNoCh, YTOOL! 9Ta CBETIIas
TI0pa HUKOTa He 3aKaHYKBaJlach, OMHAKO, BCeMy MPUXoOuT KoHel! Korga MHe MCITONMHUITOCH 9 JIeT,
TO JTepHuUyC ymep. TouHee, OH BBSI3aJICS B IPAKY C XyJIUTaHaMH, KOTOPHIE Halald Ha ero
BO3JTI00/IEHHYI0. OTH HECHOCHBIE YOTIOOKY IOCTYIIUIIH, KaK TPYCHL. YIApPUIIU €T0 B CIIUHY HOXKOM,
KOT'7Ia TOT COOMPAJICS YXONUTb.

[Tocne cMepTy ITEpHUYCA KU3Hb B IOMECThE CTajla YIPIOMOM U TOCKJIUBOM. f1, Kak POOOT, BHIIOJHSI
BCe, YTO MHe roBopmn. PucoBanue Obl10 nop 3anpeToM. [1o npuKa3y mamsl OB YHUYTOXKEHE
MHOTHYe€, HapUCOBaHHbIe MHOM, KapTUHHL. [[axke OfUH U3 6JI0KHOTOB, B KOTOPOM OBLIX ITOPTPETEHI
OTepHUYCa, 0Ka3aJCs CheleH sA3blKaMy IJIaMeHHU.

Korpga s meiTancs XoTh Kak-To 60pPOTHCS, OTEI] MEeHSI HaKa3biBaJl, II03TOMY S Hay4YHUJICS CKPHIBATh CBOU
yyBCTBa. [lepen co00i BUOEN UL MOHCTPOB U HETIPOTJIAAHYI0 ThMY. Ka3anock, 4ToO HUKTO HE CMOT
OBl MEHS BHITAIIMTH M3 9TOr0 60JI0TA OTYASTHUS, HEHABUCTH, TPpycTu. Ho, Korga MHe UCIIONMHIIOCH 10
neT, s BcTpeTun ee. OTell B TOT IeHb I10eXasl B TOCTH K BUKOHTY U 3aXBaTHJI MEHS C COGO.
[TepecTymnuB mopor ocoOHsSKa BUKOHTA, S BCTPETUIICS C KAPUMHU TJla3aM{ BOCEMUJIETHEN NEBOYKH.
Onu npuBneknIu MeHs. [ToueMy-To B 3THUX NIPEKPaCHBIX Ila3aX, g BUAeN Ho0poTy, MoOHNMaHue, 3a00Ty.
MHe crarsno yiotHO. OHa 1epBas MOfOIIa KO MHe, U TlepBasi 3aroBOpUJia CO MHOM.

- Tl mroOuIIb prcoBaTh? 3M0POBO! A MOXKHO ITOCMOTPETh TBOM KapPTUHKI? - CIIPOCHUIA BOCBMUIETHSIS
IeBOYKa.

- [Ipoctu, HO g Gonbile He pucyo. OOyuyeHre 3aHUMaEeT Bce CBOOOHOE BpeMs ¥ MHe 3allpeleHo
9THUM 3aHUMAThCS, - OTBETHII S, CMOTPST Ha CBOM KOJIEHKH.

- TeI CKy4aellsb...fl 4yBCTBYI0 TOCKY B TBOEM roJjioce. Tel He NOJIKEeH chaBaThCs! Becerga MoXHO
pucoBaTh TaliHO. XOTh U He Ha OOJIBIIOM XOJICTe, HO MOXKHO [eflaTh HaOpPOCKY B OJIOKHOTax UJHU elrne
Ha yeM-HuOyOb. TH He JomKeH OpocaTh [eno, KOTOpoe IPUHOCUT Tebe pagocTh. OmHAXKIL, S X04y
YBUIETh TBOU NPEeKpPaCHble KapTUHHI B PA3HHIX LIBETAX, - CKa3aa C YIsI0KOM JeBoUKa.

VIMeHHO IoCJIie ee CJIOB s TOYYBCTBOBAJ BHYTPHU cebs uTo-To Temtoe. Kak 6yaTo ropsiuee MOJIOKO C
Me[ioM corpeBanio Moy opranu3M. OHa noHsJIa MeHs! EQUHCTBEHHAs, KTO MOAAepKala U IoHsIIa
MeHs. KTo pa3risimesna BCIO MO TOCKY U OOUHOYEeCTBO. Mapraputa PoMus - feBo4Ka, KOTOpas B
OJMH MUT CTajla [opora MOeMYy CEepALy.

MEI BcTpeyanuch He Tak 4acTo. S Bcerma IPOCUICS BMeCTe C OTI[OM, KOT[la Y3HaBaJll, YTO OH efleT B
IIOMeCThe BUKOHTA. Yalre Bcero 1 ¥ MaprapuTa BUAEIUCh BO BpeMs 0X0Thl. OfHAaXK/Ibl, Mbl HAlllIA
KPacHBOe T0JIe, YCEeTHHOE LIBEeTaMH, ¥ IIPOBEJIU TaM eI IeHb, IepKach 3a PyKHu, YTOOH He
TIOTEPSITh APYT Apyra. B maMsaTh 06 3TOM [HE, T HapUCOBAJl KAPTUHY U CIpsiTan ee. Mot GIIOKHOT GBI
TI0JIOH “300pakeHu yiribatomeics MaprapuTh.

Korpma MHe ucnonuunoch 15 yet, To oTel] CKOPOIMOCTUXKHO CKOHYAJICS, ¥ ST 3aHSIJI MECTO 3pITeplora,
KaK er0 eMHCTBEHHBIN HAaCIeTHUK. Temneps y MeHs MOSBUIIACh BIAaCTh ¥ BO3MOXKHO CaMOMY
npuHUMaTh pemnenus. C yTpa {0 Beuepa s MHOTO paboTas, pasrpebasi BaXKHbIe fiefla, @ HOYbIo
HEMHOTO PUCOBAJI, YTOOH paccimabuthes. M3-3a cmoxHoro rpaduka, s He MOT BUAETHCS C



MaprapuToii, mo3ToMy 00IIeHreM HaM CIIyKUJIU IMChMa, OOHAKO, OHa OBICTPO IlepecTajia MHe
nmucaTh. {1 He TOHKUMA, YTO IPOUCXOAUT. B 3TOM XKe rofy, Korfa MexXay HaMu 3aKOHUYUIach
IepenucKa, UMIIePaTop OTIpaBUI MeHS B KOMaHIUPOBKY B COCeHEee KOPOJIEBCTBO. f MPOBEI TaM
HECKOJIbKO MeCSIIEB, TOCKYS 110 PorHE U XKI'y4YUM KeJlaHUU BEPHYThCS ¥ IIOTOBOPUTH C MaprapuTou.
Bot moelt KoMmaHIUPOBKe Ipulllen KoHel. f BepHyJcs B Mmneputo PyaH u, efBa ycresn nepecTynuThb
IIOPOT UMIIEPATOPCKOr0 ABOPLIA, KaK y3Hall 0 TOM, 4TO MaprapuTa npolijia UCIbTaHUE U CTajla
HEeBeCTOW KPOHIIPUHIA.

B TOT MOMeEHT BpeMsA BOKPYT MEHsI, KaK GYJITO OCTaHOBUIOCH. 2KM3HL CHOBa Hadasa OKPaIllUBATLECA B
qepHo-6eane KPaCKH. Cepnue 6OJ'IeTIO, d Oylla CTOHAJIA.

B cnepytomuii pa3 s BCTpeTUsCS ¢ MaprapuTo# TOJIBKO Ha Ipa3fgHUKe, Ihe ee 0uldaabHO 00bIBUIN
HeBeCTOM KpoHmpuHIla. OHa ObJIa CHACTIHMBA. A eCIu CYacT/IMBa OHA, TO ¥ 5 cyacTiauB. K Takomy
BHIBOAY S IpHIesl. B 3TOT Beuep MBI BIIePBbIE IOTOBOPUIIY IIOCJIE CTOJIb AOJITOT0 OTCYTCTBUS CBI3U.
Oma mompocuiia moagepxkaTh ee. 1 Tak u cuenas. Beerma OB PSOOM C Hel faXke TOTa, KOrjga OHa
CTajla UMIIepaTpUIlel.

MaprapuTa paccka3niBajia MHe Bce. CoBeToBasach 000 BceM. Posib uMmepaTpuIsl Obla TsXKelna s
TaKo} moOpo IEeBYILIKY, KOTOpas MbITajlach BCEM YTOOUThL. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOoe BpeMs MeXay Hel U
MMIIepPaTOPOM CJIYYMJICS pas3iiaf. MaprapuTta He ropopuia 06 3TOM U BCI4eCcKu u3berasa JaHHOU
TEeMHI, a 51 ¥ He CTaJl HacTauBaTh. MHe OBbLJIO JOCTATOYHO TOTO, UTO OHA He u3beraeT MeHsa. OgHaKO
Iaxe y CTeH eCTh yId. [0 MeHSs JOIIIU CIyxu 0 6epeMeHHOCTH JII000BHUIIEI UMIIEPAaTOPa, KOTrma MBI
coOupanuch Ha OXOTy Ha Marudeckux 3Bepen. 4 Ovin 3071. Kak OH mocMen U3MEHUTh TaKOW JEBYIIKE,
KaK Mapraputa. Ecnu y Hero Gblyia Bo3nmo0neHHas1, 3a4eM BooOIIe KeHHUICsA Ha apyrou! B cBoux
MBICJISIX 1 MHOTO pPa3 IIPUIIApal ero K cTeHe, n36uBan u faxe yousasn. EMy mocranack Maprapura, o
KOTOPOU S MedTaJl, a OH TaK IIOCTYIINI C HEeM.

4 xoTen o6CymuTh C HEW 3Ty TEMY IIOCJIE OKOHYAHMS OXOTHI, HO OblTa He cynor0a. 3a IeHb [0 KOHIIA
MeponpusTus Mapraputa ymepna. A TouHee ee younu! Heu3BecTHO, KTO 3TO CHefajl, HO ee TeJo
HAIIIU TJIyO0KO B JIECY, a U3 ee TPYAU TopYasl HoX. [IpecTymHUKA TaK ¥ He HAIlJIF, a PHIapH,
OTBeYaBIMe 3a 0XpPaHy UMIEPATPUIIL], ObIIM HaloeHb MEPTBLIMU HEAIeKO OT PEKH.

[Tocrne ee cMepTH g He 3HAJ, KaK XKUTh. MOUM YCIIOKOHUTEIbHBIM OBLT alIKOT'0JTb X OCTPO HAaTOYEHHBIN
KapaH[alll, KOTOPBEIM s PHUCOBaJ IOPTPETH MaprapuThl y cebst B 6710KHOTe. f mpakTUYeCKH He
BBIXOMWJI U3 KOMHATHI, @ MOSI XKeHa, 3plreproruts Jnbduana, (ga, s 6bu1 KeHaT. 2KeHuncs Ha
[oYepu repliora cpasy ke I0cJie UMIepaTopa) pa3uyHbBIMI METOlaMHU CTapajlach IIPUBECTU MEHS B
YyBCTBO.

B omuH u3 mHelM nmepen Moel KPOBAThIO TOSIBUIICS HEM3BECTHHIN YeJIOBEK, TUI[0 KOTOPOTO 3aKphIBajia
yepHas MaHTHs. Cy[s 0 BCeMY 9TO KEHIIWHA, HO 5 He YBepPeH.

- Xoyelb BCe U3MEHUTh? - CIIPOCHIIA OHA.
- Ha, - OTBETHUII TBEPAO 4.

- Torga st momory Tebe BEpHYThCS B IIPOIIIOE, ¥ ThI CMOXKEIIh U3MEHUTh CYyAb0Yy YeloBeKa, 0 KOTOPOM
Tak TocKyemrb. OgHAKO 3a BCe IIPUXOOUTCS IIJIATUTh, II03TOMY, UTO TH OT[alllb MHE B YIIJIaTy?

- Ku3Hp Mauexu. f ormam B yIIaTy 2KU3Hb 2KEHEI MOETO OTIIa.

- Xopoto, - ¢ yneIOKOM TPOM3HeC HEU3BECTHHIM U [Iall MHE KaK0e-TO 3ejbe. ¢ BHIIIUI er0 U MIPOCHYJICS
yXKe B TO BpeMsi, Korfa OblI B KOMaHIUPOBKE B COCETHEM KOPOJIEBCTBE. {1 BHIIOXHYI. 3HAYUT, elle
ecTb BpeMs. JlaibIle BCe IO, KakK ¥ B IPOILIEIM pa3. Bce Benu cebst, Kak 00BIYHO, KpoMe MeHs. f



IpHCMAaTPUBAJICS K KaxXaoMy, B mo6oM Bupena youiiiry Mapraputhl. Ctan ee TeHbio. HaBogun
CIIPaBKM O JTIOASAX, C KOTOPHIMU OHa obIanack. Kazanoch, 4To s o6ecneyus e moIHy0
6e301acHOCTh, HO He TYT-TO OBIIIO.

PoxoBoii meHsb. [Ipa3nHoBaHue OHS POXKOEeHUS MaprapuThl. f 4yBcTBOBas cebs pacciabieHHo,
II0TOMY 4YTO [0 MOMEHTa ee CMEPTU 0CTaBaJIOCh ellle MHOTro BpeMeHHU. CTOS C IIaMIIaHCKUM B PyKax, f
clengun 3a uMIepartpuiei. HeoxumgaHHO CO MHOM CTONKHYJICSA MyKurHa. OH OB IbSHEIM, II03TOMY
He y[epXKaJl paBHOBECHE U yIlajl Ha I0JI. f 0TBJIEKCS 0T MaprapuThl ¥ IIOMOT eMy BCTaTh. Kak TOJIBKO
MyK4WHa IOOHSAJICS Ha HOTH, TO 5 YCHIBIIIaN 3BYK pa30uBIierocs 6okasna. 1 ToCMOTpesl B CTOPOHY
MaprapuTsl ¥ YBULETI, YTO OH JIEKUT Ha IIOJY.

- He MmoxeT GrITh! Pa3Be Bce HE MOMKHO OBIIIO CITYYUTHCS MO3MHEE U MPHU APYTHX 00CTOSTeNbCTBAX, -
IyMart .

HWwmnepatpully otpaBunu. Kakas uponusi! Mapraputa ymepsa B CBOM LeHb POXAEHUS. [leHb,
KOTOPBIY S KOTTA-TO 671aroCyIoBUII, TENeph MpoKiInHai. Kak Takoe Morio cinyuuthcs? [Touemy, oHa
yMepJia paHbllle IMOJI0XKeHHOro cpoka? UTo moBusio Ha 3To? KakoBa npuunHa? TouHo...B 06eunx
cnydasix MaprapuTa yxe Oblla ©UMIIepaTpUlel, a 3TO 3HAYHUT, YTO uMmnepaTop KaiieH MoBUHEH B ee
CMepTH.

Mos rojioBa, HarmoJIHEHHas 3710001 ¥ OTYasTHUEM, BUHMIIA BO BCEM uMIepaTopa. Eciu ObI OHa He
BBIIIIJIA 3@ HET0, TO OCTanach OB, KKBa. f ylenusncs 3a 3Ty MBICJIb, HO, UTO OHa MHe faet. [laHca
Gonblre He OymeT.

Crne3ul TeKu 110 MouM IeKaM. Cepalle odeHb 6oserno. f He 3HaN, KaK IPEKPATUTh 3Ty YKaCHYIO
6onb. Kakoe nekapcTBo OymeT CII0COOHO U31e4uTh MeHs. {1 BeiOexkan Ha ynully. He moMHI0, CKOIBKO
g mpo0exkarl, HoO 0Ka3aJiCd IIOCPey TOM caMO¥ IOJISHAL C IIBeTaMy, KOTOPYIO MBI KOTIa-TO HaAILIH. &
BCTaJl Ha KOJIeHH U 3akpuyal. [lymna Oonbllle He MOIJia BEITepIeTs Mo 007b. Kak MHe XuTh Oe3 Hee.
B 3TOT MOMEHT 1 yBU[EJ BCE TOTO XKe YeJloBeKa B YePHOM MaHTHU.

- 91 mam TeGe BTOPOM IIAHC, OH JKe MOCIemHui. ECIM T ¥ B 9TOT pa3 HUYEro He N3MEHHIIb, TO ee
BeIMYECTBO MMIlepaTpulla MaprapuTa yueT U3 9TOr0 MApa HaBCerfa, a JaJibllle KUBY, KaK 3Haelllb.

- /1 BCce cpemalo, TOJIBKO fall MHE BTOPOMU IIaHC. ¢ BCe 0THaM, - CO Clie3aMu yMOJISI .
- [Inara...
- 2Ku3Hb MO€M KEeHH, - CTPOTO IIPOTOBOPHUIT S U TIPUHS 3€JIbe U3 PYK HEU3BECTHOTO MHE YeJI0BEKA.

B TOT meHb s Mpofa OyIly ObsiBONY. MeHs HU4ero He HHTEPecoBajio, KpoMe MaprapuThl. Y MeHs
€CTb IIOCIeIHUH IIaHC, 4YTOOHI CIacTu ee. U g 9T0 chenaro.

4 mpocHyJicS B TOM XKe BpeMeHHOM IIPOMEXKYTKe, OIHAKO, B 3TOT pa3 5 He CTall XKAaTh OKOHYAHUS
KOMaHIWPOBKH, a TYT XKe MOCIEIINIT BEpHYThCS 00paTHO B Mnepuio. 1 BEPHYJCS U CTONKHYJICS C
MaprapuToii B uMniepaTopckoM capny. C KuBoU Mapraputou...

)%k

ITomecThbe spurepiora Teomopuxa B CTOIUIE. MyKUKMHA CHIEI 32 CBOUM pabouuM CTOJIOM. B
KOMHATe rope KaMuH. OgHaKo aTMocdepa B IOKOSX OblIa yrHETAIne TeMHOM. Teomopux cumer,
HOTA Ha HOTY ¥ CTy4aJl KapaHOallloM 10 CTOIy. TpeBora U sSpoCTh OYPIIUIM B €T0 CepHle.

- Ia 4TO XKe TaKoe IIPOUCXOOUT. OnsTh BCe IIOIINIO II0-OPyromy. OxoTa Ha Maru4ecKux 3Bepe1?1



MOJI2KHA HAavyaThCs TOJIBKO IMOCyIe BocxoxkneHus KalieHa Ha TpoH. Kakoro yepra Bce MPOUCXOOUT TaK
paHo. HaBepHO, ©3-3a TOTO, YTO MHI C IIPUHIIEM BBSI3aJIUCh B fiejla BUKOHTA Pomuu. COOBITHS MOIITH
110 UHOMY IIYTH. ¢ BCIIBIIUI ¥ TOTOB ObLT yOUTH KpoHIIPUHITA. O 4yeM s TonbKo ayMan? Eciu g 6ymy
BecTH ce0s1 Hemopobarollle, TO y MeHs BooOIIe He OCTaHEeTCS IaHCa 3alUuTUTh Mapraputy. HyxHo
ObITH BHUMaTeIbHee. Hamo BEISCHUTH, KTO HACTOSINUY IPECTYynHUK. Cliemys 3a Hel 110 MsTaM,
HU4ero He noObioch. HyxkHa mpyras ctpaTerus. I'mymo o6BuHSTE BO BceM KatlieHa. Bce-Taku OH He
MoT youTh Mapraputy. Bo3aMoxkHO, 4TO yOU#IlAa TOT, KOO MBI HE 3HAeM, a MOXKeT ObITh U TOT, KTO
XOPOIIO 3HAKOM,- AyMait mpo cebs Teomopux, u3maBasi pa3mpazxKaolue 3BYKH KapaHIalIoM.
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