Mucc, s m0010 Bac!

Tak kak yXke [Ba KyJlIbTHUBaTOpa cMoriu Hautu Cy MuHa IpoLIIoN HOYBIO, TO He MyOPEHO 4TO C
3TOr0 MOMEHTA, €T0 XXKM3Hb TPEKPATUT OBITh TaKOW CIIOKOMHOM KaK Ha MPOTSIXKEHUE IECTH MECSIIEB,
IIPOBEIEHHHIX B 9TOM mepeBHe. He BaxkHo, Oy To Cekta OmgHoro [ao, unu KnaH ACyphl, OHA
00s13aTeNbHO OYIET IMOCHIIaTh K HEMY JII0fiel, OQHOTO 3a APYT'HM, TakK KaK eMy YAaJloCh IIPOU3BECTHU
neBsATh ['ontocos [lyxa [lao.

BeposiTHO mMeHHO 110 3Tou npuuuHe, 'y Tau Hagesinca 4To Cy MuH, CMOXKeT 0Ka3aThCs B CAaMOM
O6e3omacHOM MecTe Bo BceM [IpeBHeM lI3aHe.

Crapuk, uHorga He ocTtaBisal Cy MuHy HUKAaKUX BADUAHTOB K Pa3MBIIIJIEHUI0, KaCaTeIbHO ero
nuyHocTH. [To atoit npuuune, 'y Talt Hapesnica 4To XKemnatwue youts Cy MuHa, Ha caMoOM [ieJie
OyoyT oueHb HaCTOMYUBHI U OYAYT IOCTOSTHHO NIPUXONUTD CIofia, faBast Cy MUHY BO3MOXKHOCTb
yBUIETh, HACKOJIBKO K€ BCe-TaKi MOT'YIIeCTBEHHBIM OBLI CTapuK.

[To mepeBHE pa3HOCHUIICS TIIyXOM CTYK TOIlOpa. Beyepeso u IOCTENEHHO, BO3OYX Hadall 0XJIaXKaaThCs,
OJTHAKO 9TO OBIIO 0YEHb CTPAHHO, TaK KaK ceryac OBIIO KapKoe 1eTo. Bckope, ¢ Heba Havasl magaTh
JIETKUM CHET, KOTOPBIY CBEpPKaJl B Iydax yxopsuiero connna. CHexuHky naganu Ha Cy MuHa, AByX
OesbIX TICOB U CTApHKa...

Korpma cHeXMHKA yTana Ha HOC CTapuKa, OH JPOTHYJ ¥ OMYCTHUB I'0OJIOBY, Ha4yasl YTO-TO 60PMOTATh
nog Hoc. B rnazax Cy MuHa, BO3HUK CBUPEIHIN 6J1€CK, TaK KaK 3T CHEXKUHKHU, ObIIA HE TPUPOTHBEIM
SIBJIEHUEM HO MPU3HAKOM TOTO YTO BCKOPE, ¥ HUX O0BSBUTCS TOCTE.

Oco0eHHO CHIIbHO pearupoBay OBa GeJIbX IIca, KOTOPhIe IpoXkKa, CMOTPENH Ha KaJluTKy ABOpa.

«TBI OISATH OTBIIEKAEMILCS! », IIpou3HeC CTaPUK U BCTaB, ITIOOCKOYHUII K Cy MI/IHy u Jall eMy
3aTpPEUIuHY. CBI/Ipel'IHﬂ 0J1eCK B €r0 T'JIa3aX, MOMEHTAJIbHO UCTadIl.

«Cdoxkycupyiics Ha pyoke gpoB! IlepecTaHb OTBIEKATLCS Ha BCe moapsia. Tebe HyKHO YUUTHCS
pyouth mpoBa. A pyoun gpoBa OOIBIIYIO YaCTh CBOEM XKU3HHU, a TH? TH elle 3eJieH U He TOHUMAelllb
maxke OCHOB!»

CrapuK BHOBb Hadas BeCTH ce0sT KaK 3a3HABIIUICS CTAPUK, KOTOPBIN CYUTAN ce0sT BaXKHBIM U
MYIPBEIM, ITPOCTO IMTOTOMY-4YTO ObIT CTApUKOM. HeMHOT0 CyTyJIsICh, OH IIOMPABUI KHUJIET ¥ TIOCMOTPEB
Ha He0o, TOBOJIbHO YXMBITBHYJICS.

«Xax, CHer KCTaTd BoBpeMsi! MHe HpaBUTCS HabGJIIOOaTh 3a CHETOM.»

Cy MuH Huvero He cka3ajl. OH He CTaJl JaXe Pa3MBILIUIATEL HAM CJI0BaMU CTapuka ¥ 3aKpHLI IJ1a3a.
Bckope, OH IIOJTHOCTBIO YCIIOKOUJICS U OTKPHBLI rn1a3a. Barnsag Cy MuHa gaxe cran
HEMHOT0...TJIyII0BATHIM, CJIOBHO OH U TIpaBa He ObILJT BHIIAIOIIMMCS YeJIOBEKOM, HO SIBJISIJICS OOBIYHBIM
CMEPTHHIM, MOJIOABIM MYK4YUHOM, KOTOPOMY HY2KHO OBILJIO TUIIb KOJIOTh APOBa. YTO OH U MPOFOIKHUII
nenaTh.

Crapuk Havaj OpOOUTH 110 ABOPY, U3peKa IIOOXBaTHIBAs MaflalolIe CHEXKUHKY, YTO eMy 04eHb
HPaBUJIOCH fenath. [IBa OesbixX 1ca, ObIIM HaCTOPOXKEHE! U 3T00HO CMOTPENH Ha KalUuTKY.
[TocTeneHHO, UX B3TIISIAB CTAHOBUIIUCEH BCe 00Iee MpAYHbHIMK ¥ OHM, HEBOJIbHO HAYaJld MTOCKYJIMBATh,
CJIOBHO OIIyIIasi yTPo3y 3a 3a00poM.



Cy Mun IIPOAOoJIZKaJl KOJIOTh APOBA, HE ITIOOHMMAA I'OJIOBEL X HE o6pa1_ua5{ BHUMaHHUA Ha CKYJIEHHE
11coB. OH BCIIOMHUII KakK CTapPHUK IIOKA3bIBAJl €My, KaK Haao pY6I/ITB APOBa, IIOCJIe TOTO KaK Fy’ Tan
yIies. Ero ronoBa Oblna cierka HakKJIOHeHa U OH He n30aBajl HU 3BYKa, IIOCJIE€ TOTO KaK eMy HaJao€eJlo
CIIpalllnBaTh Cy MuHa 0 TOM, HOHSII IX OH 4TO JeJlaeT CTapHK.

Bckope, KTO-TO IOCTy4YasCcs B KaJIUTKY.
«TyK TyK, TyK TyK.»

CTyK OBLI pUTMHYHBEIM ¥ JaxXKe BePOSITHO....yCIOKAWBAOUIUM, OJHAKO KOTa OH pa3fasics, aBa OeJbix
T1ICa HavyaJli CKYJIUTh elle TpoMye.

«XM? Ugu oTKpo#-TO. TH HE CIIBIIIAN YTO KTO-TO CTYYUTCS? MOy OCMOTPU KOT'O TaM IIPUHECIIO.»

HpOI/ISHeC CTapPHUK, MIPOOOIIKAasA IIPOTyJIUBATHCA II0 OBODY, KOTOpI:IIZ yYXKe OBLT IIPUJINYHO IIPUIIOPOIIEH
CHEeroM.

Cy MuH mocMOTpes Ha KaJIUTKYy U ITOJI0XKUJI TOIOP. BripaxkeHue ero nuila, OO0 CUX MOp OBIIO
HUKAKUM, a T7la3a YTpaTuiau oObIYHbIH 61ecK. [Tomoiins K kanuTke, Cy MUH cpa3y OTKPHIT ee U
YBU[IEJ, YTO 3@ Hel, CTOUT IIPHUBJIeKaTeIbHas XeHIIWHA CPeJHUX JIeT, oO6taueHHas B [JaOCCKYI0 psCy.
KenmmuHa, cpa3y yaei0HyIach, enBa yeumeB Cy MuHa.

Cy MuH 0CMOTpEJ XKEHIIUHY U CIIOKOKHHO, HO XMYPSICh, CIIPOCHJI, «BEI KOT0-TO HIIETE?»
«Bac.»

C yneiOKo¥ Ipor3Hecsa oHa U npexpe yeM Cy MuH ycnen X0Th 4YTO-TO OTBETUTH, OHa IIPOIIIa MUMO
HEro 1 oKasaJiach BO IBODE.

CTapI/IK, T€M BpeMEHEM HpOFynHB&IOH.[PIfICﬂ 110 OIBOPY, OCTAHOBUJICA W YBUIOEB XKEHIINHY, Ha4dall
ITyCKaThb CIIIOHH.

Bckope ofHaKoO, OH B35 ce6s B pyKu U mo6exkKasl B JOM.

W3-3a meiicTBUM CTapykKa, y1bI0Ka XKEeHIIUHEL CTajla CBeTyiee U mupe. [ Hee, OH ObUT 0OBIYHBIM
CMEepPTHHIM CTapUKaIlIKOM, KOTOPHIH Besl ce0s cTpaHHO, HO 0oJibille HU4YeM He Bhifensscs. OHa Oblia
yBepeHa 4TO BHITJIIOUT IIPUBJIEKATEIbHO, I03TOMY He YOUBUIACh UTO CMEPTHHIN CTapuK, OBII
MOMEHTAJIbHO 04YapoBaH €lo.

OpHako...00nee CTPAaHHBIM ey IT0Ka3aJioCh TO, YTO CTapuK YGG}KaJ'I B ITOM.

C opyrou CTOPOHEL, OHa CYUTasa 3TO TPUBUAJIBHEIM BOIIPOCOM, II03TOMY OCMOTPEB [IBOP, OHA YBULela
[IBYX COBEPIIEHHO 0OBIYHBIX, O€JIbIX IICOB U...He YBUEB B HUX HUYETro HeOOLIYHOTO, IIOCMOTpENIa Ha
Cy MuHa no3apgu.

«Tak 3HA4UT, BBl ¥ €CTh TPETUHM NPUHI? BEl KOHEYHO 3aCTAaBUJIM HAC IIOHMCKATh Bac.
BecbMa...He0OBIUHOE MeCTO. ['OpHEIM XpebeT, OKPYKAaIoIIii 3TOT peruoH, GOPMUPYET eCTECTBEHHYIO
PyHy, koTopas 6710KHpyeT 60:KeCcTBeHHEIe UYYBCTBA, @ TakKXkKe 3[eCh eCTh HEeUTO...YTO CKPhIBAET
Martpuusl 2Ku3nu. Ecnu ypoBeHb Ky/TbTUBAIIMK HEOOCTATOYHO BHICOK, TO 3TO MECTO OOHAPYXKUTh
O0Y€eHb U OUYEHb HEIIPOCTO.»



Korpma XeHIMHA OKHHYJIA OBOP B3TJISIMIOM, OHA TYT-XKe IIOHSIAa YTO 3[ecCh YTO-TO mpou3oio. C ee
YPOBHEM Ky/IbTHBAIMK, OHA HE MOTJIa PACCMOTPETh JeTallel, OMHaKO 00Ias KapThHa Oblyla el siCHa.

«BBI maxe pacmomoxkuiu PyHsl Bo 1BOpe? XMM...[ja, OHYU CII€TKA...TOTPETIaHbl, 3HAYUT IO MEHS 3[ech
y2Ke KTO-TO IOOBIBA U CYHs IO MPUCYTCTBUSIM 3TO OBIIH...» XKEHIIMHA IPUKPHIIa T71a3a Ha
MT'HOBEHUE U yJIBIOHYIACh.

«3to ObH mBa [Taparona [lao. IToxoxe s1 He HegooreHua 3To Mecto. YToOw Cekra Cemu Jlyn
CMOTJia IPOBEPHYTH Takoe....I'y Tall momkeH ObUT TUYHO IPUIOKHUTL K 3TOMY PYKY.»

Omwmy1meHus, KOTOPHIE BEI3bIBAJIa MaHepa Pedy KEHIUHE U ee CJI0Ba, roBopusio Cy MuHy 0 TOM 4TO
OHa cuyuTaeT cebs paBHou ['y Taio, a 3HAaYUT OHa HaBepHsKa Oblta...He [Taparonom [ao.

2KenmmuHa BrICBOOOUIIA CBOe 00KECTBEHHOE YyBCTBO ¥ HEOXKHUOAHHO, HaxXMypuiach. Korma oHa
coOpaack 4TO-TO cka3aTh, Cy MUH cell Ha KOJIOIKY ¥ Hayall KOJIOTh APOBa, KaK 9TO [eJiall CTapuK.

«Oro, a BBl OUeHb 3aHSITHHIHN I0HOIIA. »

I'naps Ha Cy MuHa, XKeHIIIMHA PafoCTHO yIbiOHymack. OHa mopgoina 6nuxe U clierka
HaKJIOHUBIIKMCE, HEBOJIBHO ITPOSIBUIIa CBOM COOIa3HUTENIbHEIE H3TUOB! Tela.

«f He npencTaBuack. Mend 30ByT L3u Y MaH, g Benukuu Ctaperimvaa Kinana Acypsl,
BeccmepTHas Lun XaHb. TpeTuit npuHIl, He OymeTe-nu BEl 3aUHTEPECOBaHE], B TDEHUPOBKax B Kiane
AcypsI?»

YnribKa XKeHIMHb, Obla MpocTo Oecrono0HOi a ee YKMCTas U CBeTIas Koxa, MOTJia YCKOPHUTD
cepauebuenne n060ro MyKYUHBI.

Opuako, Cy MuH OBIJT BCce TaKMM-K€ MPauHBIM U ITPO0JIKaJl KOJIOTh IPOBa.

VrnbiOKa XKEeHITMHE He MEHSIack. B 3TOT MOMEHT OJHAKO, ABEPh B JOM HEOXKUIOAHHO paclaxXHyJach U
13 IBEPHOTO IIPOEMa, BHIIIET CTAPUK, 00J1aueHHEIH....B 3€JIEHYI0 PACY YYE€HOr0, KOTopas SBHO Oblyia
eMy Benuka. Ha romose y ctapuka, Takxke Oblla IIanka y4eHOTro, U3 01 KOTOPOX TOpYad ero Cefble
BOJIOCHI, CBUCAIOIINE II0 TIIeYaM. B pyke y crtapuka, ObITT Beep...CTIOMaHHBIN U TPA3HBIN.

Crapuk, BOexkaB B IOM, C MaKCUMaJIbHO BO3MOXKHOM CKOPOCTHIO ITepeofesics. [lepxKa B pyKax Beep,
OH CHejaj HeCKOJIbKO IIIaroB BIIEPe, MOCJIe Yero CyX0 KallIsSHYI U C BOCTOPTOM B TOJIOCE, ITPOU3HEC,
«Mucc, mo6poro Bam mHS.»

Tonop Cy MuHa, 6yKBaibHO 3aBUC B Bo3ayxe. OH He MOT He IIPU3HATh TOT0 ¢daKTa YTO BCS €T0
CHepkKaHHOCTH Oblzla IPOCTO CMeTeHa CJI0OBaMU CcTapuka. 2KeHIKWHa 0TOpOIesia, HO BCKOpe IIPUKPhIIa
POT PYKO# ¥ XUXUKHYJIa. HEMHOTO M3y4rB BHEIIIHUY BU[ CTAPUKA, U 0COOEHHO BEJIMYUHY €TI0 PSICHI,
OHa yJIEIOHYJIach HACTOJIBKO LIMPOKO, YTO €€ IJla3a CTald IOXOOUTh Ha ITOJTyMECSIIH.

«Mmucc, He cMelTech. MHe 0COOEHHO HPABSATCS XKEHIIUHEL C OOJBIINM IPUAaHHbIM. CIiemnty
TIOTIPOCHTDH BaC OTOMTH OT MOETO IOC/IYIIHMKA, TaK KaK OH HUYero He IIOHUMaeT B OO0JIbIIONH
MIPUAAHHOM, a 1 ITOHUMAl0.»

Crapuk pacripaBul Beep, KOTOPHIH OB B ABIPAaX U C MACJISTHEIMY MSITHAMM Ha HeM. OH IPUIIOMHSI



HOJIGOpOI[OK 1 CheJiall BEIPaXKeHue JInila, KOTOPO€ KaK OH OyMaJl, CMOTPEJIOCh OYE€Hb U3AIITHO.

«Houb yKpallleHa IIBeTaM¥ ¥ IIEJIKOM, @ CHET IIaflaeT Ha 3eMJII0. [IpeKpacHasi HOYb [l CBUAHUS C
IEeBYIIKOM C OOIBIINM IPUAAHHEIM. MUCC, aBaliTe COIbEMCS B CTPACTHOM JII00BY, KOTOpAsi CTAHET
Oannmamoif, B OymyeM BLI3bIBAIONIEN C1e3bl. [TyCTh 3BE3BI CTAHYT HAM OMESIJIOM, & CHEXKHBIN ITOKPOB
KpOBaThi0. Mucc, g 1007110 Bac...»

BrIpaxeHue nuila cTapuka OvLI0...cTpacTHEIM. OH CHeNan HeCKOMbKO OBICTPHIX IIATr0OB BIIEPEN U
OCTaHOBHJICS MPSIMO Yy XKEHIIKUHbI, KOTOpas yKe He MOTJIa faxke yir06aThCs, Beob Oblsla OKOHYATETHHO
olllapalieHa.

«I3u Y MaH, xm? [IpusiTHOe UM, 04eHb IpusaTHoe. beccMmepTHasa Ly Xans? A BOT 3TO yXe He TO.
OHO 03HAyaeT YUCTHIM XOJIOH... TPUKIISITOE UMS [JIs1 TeX V¥ KOTO HeT GOJbIIOoro npufaHHoro. Bam
cliefyeT MOMeHATh uMd Ha...beccmepTHa Bonbioe [Ipupansoe!

TouHO, BOT Tak 3By4uT Xopouo. Cy MuH. YTo cKaxelllb Ipo TaKOe UMA?» CIIPOCUJI CTapUK, ABHO
BOCXUIIIEHHEIH COOCTBEHHOU UIeel.

[TocmoTpeB Ha cTapuka, Cy MuH npoMoiI4an ¥ MPOAOJIXKUII KOIOTh OpoBa. OH HEOXKUAAHHO ITOHSI
YTO IIPOIIJION HOYBI0, CTAPUK 3asIBUJI YTO UM HYKHHI IBe COOAKM, a CETOHS, YTO eMy HyKHa «JeBKa
¢ OopIIMM MPUAAHHEIM». BoT, LluH XaHb U IOSBUIAC. ..

B aToT MoMeHT, B rna3ax [3u Y MaH, BO3HUK XOJIOOHLIM O71eCK, OMHAKO TIISIAs Ha CTapuka, OHa
mpopoizKana yiabibaTecs. [Tepen cobol, oHa BuAeNla CMEPTHOTO CTaprKaHa, KOTOPHIM He o6tafan u
TIPUTOPIITHEN CUJIHI, TIO3TOMY eC/Ii-ObI He BOXKIEIeHNe, TO OH He CTai-Obl BecTu ceOs Tak...HaXaslbHo.

«Tpetuii IpuHL, 3TOT 4YesoBek...Cekta CeMu JIyH Ha3Ha4usa ero B KaUueCTBe 3alllUTHUKA?» T'OJI0C
Lluna XaHb, ObUT OUeHb XOJIOOHEIM, IPAKTUYECKHU JIENSTHBIM.

«9U! Mucc Bonsmoe [TpuaHHOe, He TOBOPUTE C HUM, a TO 5 PEBHYIO!» BCephe3 BO3MYTHIICS CTapHK.

Kak TONTbKO OH IIPOU3HEC 3TH ClIoBa, beccmepTHa LluH XaHb MOOHSIA IPAaBYI0 PYKY ¥ B3MaxHYB ei,
oOpymmia Ha BOP MOTYIIeCTBeHHOE maBrneHue Bemukoro [Taparosa []ao, ¥ HEBEIHOCUMBIN MOPO3,
KOTOPHIM Havas OBICTPO PACIPOCTPAHSITHCS 3a IIPeesibl IBOPa.

OmHaKo B CIeAyIolllee MTHOBEHUE, BHIPaXKeHUe ee JIMIla M3MEeHHUIOCh, TaK KaK CTAPHK...C XUTPEIM
BBIPAKEHUEM JIMIIA, CXBATHUII €€ 3a PYKY!

«TBI!»

Kenmuna Ovla omapaiieHa. C ee ypoBHEM KyNbTuBaIuH, B [IpeBHeM Ll3aHe OBII0O MeHee mBaAIlaTH
YeJI0BeK, KOTOPHIM YIanoch-Obl CXBAaTUTh €€ 3a PYKY B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[la OHa ITPUMEHSIET CBOU
TexHUKM, OQHAKO CTApHUK...ITPOCTO B3SIJI ¥ CXBATHII, CJIOBHO OHA flaXke He [BUTaja PyKoi BoBce!

EnBa oHa C06paHaCb OTCKOYHUTE OT CTAapPHKa, LIuu XaHb IIOHSJIA YTO BCE €€ TeJO...0HEMENIO ¥ OHa He
MOXKET U IaJibIleM mHoIneBenuTh. OHa He 3aMeTHIa YTO [Ba OeJIbIX IICa BO aBope, C YXMBIJ'IKOI;I CMOTPAT
Ha Hee.

«['ocmioguH...» MOMEHTANILHO, JINIIO XKEHITUHEI HO6H€J1H€J'IO 1 OHa C yZKaCOM IIOCMOTpeEJIa Ha CTapHKa,



KOTOPBIM C XUTPOU PU3NOHOMUEH, MEPKUT €€ 3a PYKY.

«Immm!» TpumoXuB nanel Ko pTy, IPOIIUIeN CTAPUK U IPOLOIKUII KacaTbCd PYKU KeHIIUHEL C
BOCTOP2KEHHBIM BHIOM, OH Haydall MIOJHMMAaTh PYKY BCE BHIIIE U BCKOPE CIIPOCHUII, COBEPILIEHHO
CEePBbEe3HBHIN.

«Y Tebs OosblIoe TPUAaHHOE?»

Tomop Cy MuHa yzke GbIJT TOTOB PACKOJIOTh CIIeAYIOIIHi ITeHb, HO OMSTh 3aBUC B BO3ayxe. B3moxHYB,
OH pelmm 4yTo He OyneT 6onble oOpallaTh BHUMaHUS Ha MIPOUCXOASIIEe BOKPYT U ITPOMOIKUT
KOJIOTh IPOBA, CJIOBHO HUTTIe HUUET0 He MPOUCX0onuT. EMy Ka3anoch YTO CTPAHHOCTh CTapuka Onlna
HACTOJILKO CTPAHHOM, 4TO HUKTO B [IpeBHEM L[3aHe He 3aX0ueT [jaxke IBITaThCs IOHSATE €ro.

«XM? Thl 4ero MOTYHUIIL?»

«THI...aX THL...THl Ha MEeHS CBBICOKA CMOTpI/II_Hb!»

CTapuk MOMEHTAJIbHO ITOKPACHEJ OT 3JI0CTH ¥ 3aopall. Jluuo I{un Xaub nobnegueno emle 6ombiie, a
yXkac B I7ta3a ycunuics. OHa oImymiasna YTo CTapyK...IIPOCTO BHITSATUBAET U3 Hee OCHOBY
KyJIbTUBAIMY, DX YeM CKOPOCTh BHITATHBAs YBEJIMYUIaCh B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla OH 3aKpuyas Ha Hee.

C KaXIeIM MTHOBEHHEM, OHA JIUINAJIAaCh IIPUINYHOM YaCTH CBOEH OCHOBHI KYJIbTHBAIMU U 9TO...0BIIO
y2KacHO.
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