CrepnuHr Boues B 6ap, YToOB HAaWTH KOT'0-TO, €IMHCTBEHHOTO YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIM G6ECIIOKOUI eT0o
Oosbllle BCETO 3a NOCTENHNE CeMb JIeT.

Ero ria3a GBICTPO CKOTB3HYIIM 110 TIOYTH IYCTOM KOMHATE ¥ BMECTO 3TOro Hauuu JleoHa. OH CTOSIT
3a OapHOU CTOMKOM ¥ IPOTUPasl 60KaJ C IIaMIaHCKUM.

"T'me ou?" CTEpNUHT OCTAHOBUJICA Meper JIeOHOM U cpa3y XKe CIPOCUII ero, He 3[0POBasCh 3apaHee.

OJIHaKO MYZXK4YWHA IIOHATI, 0 KOM I'OBOPHUT CTepJ'II/IHl", 1 KUBHYII TOJIOBOM B CTOPOHY OBEPHU CIIeBa OT
HEeTro, HEe IIOJHNMaAd I'OJIOBEI OT OoKaja C aMIIaHCKUM B PyKe.

3ateM CTepjMHT TOPOIIMBEIMU IIaraMy HaIlpaBUJICA K ABEPH, Ha KOTOPYIO yKa3asl eMy JleoH. Ero
JIALIO ITIOKPaCHEeJIo OT THeBa.

Kak 3ToT nuKaH MOT OBITh TaKUM 6€3pacCymHbIM?!

Keiic 4yTh He paccka3ai BCeMy MUPY, 4TO OH He 4esioBeK! OHU JOTOBOPUJIUCE, YTO UM HYKHO
COEepXKuBaTh 3TO.

OpHakKo 3TOT FHyrIbeI JINKaH IIOKa3aJl CBOI0 CUIIy X YCTPOMJI Xa0C B ropopme. C NMerKocThiO CBaIuB
JECATE YeJIOBEK, KaK GYJITO OH TOJIBKO 9TO CBEJI Ky4y CTEPOUOO0B U CTaJI CBEPXYEIJIOBEKOM.

[TpoknsaTeit cBepxuenoBek! HukTo 6b1 He moBepu! ITHU TNIyIIbE TIOAU CPa3y XKe IPeAnoIoXuiu O,
YTO OH OBLJI OMHUM U3 HEUeJIOBEYECKHUX CYILIECTB.

Hert. Keiic OBI7T HEUEJIOBEYECKUM CymieCTBOM, 1 OH TOJIBKO 4YTO ITIOKa3all aTo!

OTOT IJIyIIbIA JIUKaH!

CTepnuHT TONKHYI OBepb U 00HAPYXKUII, UYTO TYIOH TUKAH CUIUT Ha BHICOKOM CTYJIbYMKE C Gy THITKOM
HAMKMTKA B PyKe, KaK OYATO OH MOT OBITh ITbSIH [IaxKe IIOCJIe TOT0, KaK BHIMKII BCE OYTHIIKK B 9TOM
Oape.

«Comnniie Bce emie TaMm! UTo T ¢ 3TUM fenaelb?! Trl TOTBKO YTO BBIMUI CIUPT!» BepHo! 3TOT nukaH
OnLn 6ecIioyie3eH B 9TOM aJIKOT0Jie, HO OH BCE PaBHO BBIMTHUII €TO.

«MHe IpuATHO B rOpie», — XPUIJIO CKa3al Kelc, a 3aTeM IpPOroTuiIa XKAOKOCTh. «f BCe paBHO He
yMpY, TaK II04eMy S HOJIKeH COepKUBaTh cebsa?»

«Thl He yMpelllb, HO HaBepHsSIKa HaBJleyelllb Ha KOoro-Hubynb Oeny». CtepnuHr xmonuyn Ketica o
3aTBIIKY U CeJl PSfoM ¢ HUM, 3abpaB OyTHIIKY U3 ero pyku. «bpocait nuts! Yo ¢ ToO0M?»



Keiic ¢ oTBpallleHreM MPUIITYPUII T'J1a3a, €r0 XPUILIBEIN TOI0C OB IIOX0XK Ha IlapaluHy Ha CTEHE,
Korga CTepNUHT yCIbIan ero. — Thl IeHCTBUTENbHO CIIPAllIUBaElllh, IOYEMY S TAKON? OH ITOBBICHUIT
T0JIOC, HO IOTOM ITOKa4daJl r'oJIoBOH. "

Koneuno, Ctepnuar 3Ha, 4to Kelc umen B BUAY...

«[Tpomo yxke ceMb 4epTOBHIX JieT! §1 make He 3HAIO, CMOTY JIU 51 BEPHYTH CBOIO Iapy!» — B3pEBEJI OH
B OTYASTHUY U TI0JI0XKHUJI TOJIOBY HA OapHBINA CTOJIHK.

Ecnu Keiic Tak IMOCTYIIHII, CTepJ’II/IHl" HHUYero He MOT' CeJlaTh, KPOME KaK 6eCHOMOH.IHO B3OOXHYTh.

B 3TOM criydae 3HaHKe TOTO, UTO Ballla TOAPYra yMepia U He BEPHET ee, OBIJI0 HAMHOTO IIPOIIE, YeM
0XHUaHNe BOCCOEOUHEHHS, KOTOPoe He OBIJI0 TOYHO M3BECTHO, KOTHa UMEHHO OHO ITPOU30MUIET.

BEIno MoYTH OIIyIeHWe, YTO Bl 6€3[YIIHO IPOKUBAETE KAXKIBIN CBOM [IeHb...

JleoH Bce ellle MPOTHPA CTaKaHH B CBOeM Gape, a ero cecTpa Cumesa Ha 0apHOM CTyJIe IPSIMO Iepef
HVM, ¥ He IlepecTaBajia TOBOPUTEL O CBOEM GECCMEICIIEHHOM JKeJIaHuH.

«IToueMy OH MMPOOONIXKAET XKAATh KOr0-TO, KTO HUKOTIa He BepPHETCS, Koraa ecThb 1?» OHa
HEeIOBEePUYMBO OKPYTJIKIA I'la3a, XKasysack 6paTy Ha To, Kak Kelic obpaianach ¢ Hell OCIIeIHUE CeMb
neT. «CeMb net! Ero mogpyra HukKorga He BepHeTcs! OHa MepTBa!» OHa 'POMKO Bop4aJsia U JOBOJIbHO
arpeccuBHO TJI0Tajla CBOIO BHIIMBKY, KaK Oy[TO 3Ta BHIIMBKA Kak-TO 00uena ee.

Mexny TeM, JIeoH gpaMaTUYHO 3aKaTHJII I'J1a3a, KOT{a yCaslman 3To. «He mo3Bonsit Ke#cy ycnbIIaTh
TO, UTO THI TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aJl, OH yOeXKuT OT Te0s1, ¥ THI OO0JIbIIIe HUKOTTa HE CMOXKEIb er0 HauTH».
OH mozxan niedamu. «f He IPOTUB, eCId OH yOexXUT oT Tebs1. Ho oH Mo¥ opyr».

— Ho s TBOs cecTpa! — Bo3pa3uia I66u.

«MHe HyKeH Mo¥ OpyT 6oJbllle, 4eM MOSI CecTpa, Kak Thl», — IIPSIMO OTBETUII OH e. — [1o KpaitHen
Mepe, OT Hero Y MeHsI He O0JIUT rojioBa, Kak oT Tebs.

960u mpeHebpexRKUTENIBHO YCMEeXHYJIach, YCIIbIIIAB 9TO 3asBineHue. — OH He ycubimuT. OH cedac
couT. M 3aTeM, MHCTUHKTHUBHO, OHA MIOCMOTPeIa Ha aBeps, rae Ovimu Ketic u CtepnuHr. «OH OOIXKEeH
mepecTaTh XOATh ¥ BEIOPATh MEHS».

"Tlouemy OH [oIkKeH BEIOpaTh Bac?"



WM3-3a BXOJHOU OBEPH Pa3[aliCs rojioc, KOTOPHIA Hamyran AByX OpaTheB U cecTep. MHCTUHKTUBHO
JleoH 1 9601 00epHYIUCH U YBUENH, YTO K HUM YBEPEHHO UJET OEBYIIKA C JIUHHEIMU YEPHEIMU
BOJIOCAMHU.

Ee rnaza octaHOBUIKMCH Ha J00HM, KOTMa OHA MOIOIIIIA K Hel ¥ BCTaJla IPSIMO ITepes BeObMOM.

C mpyro#t CTOPOHHI, JIeOH YyTh He BRIPOHUI M3 PYK O0KaJ C IMIaMIaHCKUM, KOT[Ia ITOHSJ, KTO TaM.
KewMm Oblnia 9Ta meByIIKa.

KoneuHo, oHU 3HAIU ee.

910 OBlNa OeBYIIKa, 0 KOTOPOM OHM TOJIBKO YTO T'OBOPHIIH.

Ona 6b11a Hagexkmoi.

"TloueMy OH foMkKeH BEIOpaTh Bac?" X0yII TOBTOPUIIa CBOI BOIIPOC C HETIPUS3HbI0. [TocnenHee, 4TO
OHa XoTejia OBl YBULIETh B TOT MOMEHT, KOT'la OHa BEPHYJIACh, 3TO TOT (haKT, UTO BOKPYT ee Maphl
Oblna Myxa.

[ToaTOMY OHa pa3maBUT ITUX MYX, €CJIM OHU ITOIBITAIOTCS OBITH OIMKE, YEM 3TO.

TeM BpeMeHeM J06u TSKeEIO CTIOTHYIA ¥ HEJOBEPUYUBO IIOCMOTPeIa Ha X0yT, 3a0biB 0 3aJaHHOM eH
BOITPOCE.

— IMocnymai, — 3100HO cKa3ana XoyT, ee MallieHTKa Ioxynena, Korga J60u Benna ce0s Kak
Mamatra. "He ¢nuptyii, He Hafelics, He Opa3HU, He pa3roBapuBail C MOUM ITapHEM,

A mioToM, He IOXUAAACh 0TBETa, XOYII IepeKIIIo4yusia BHUMaHue Ha JIeoHa, KOTOPHIY BCe ellle
CMOTDEI Ha Hee, KaK Ha IPUBHUIEHUE.

"T'me Keuc?" — cuopocuna Xoyii.

Tem He MeHee, oTBeT JleoHa Obl TpepBaH J00H, TaK KakK OHa ITPOCTO BEPHYJIACh K PEaTbHOCTH.
«Tebs 3mech ObITh He JoiKHO! Thl MepTBa!» — ee ronoc 60I€3HEHHO 3aBHU3KaJ B yuiax Xoym. "Tr
ylla B TeyeHue ceMu jiet!"

3aTeM Xoyn ynenuiia BHUMaHKUe, B KOTOpoM J00u HyKOasach, IIpexkye YeM cKa3aTh: «f yIta, HO
TeTeps s BepHynach». OHa OTBETHIIa IPOCTO. «TakK YTO AEPKUCH OT HEero Mofasblile, IoKa 5 He
chenan 4To-HuOyab y2KacHOe C TBOMM YPOMJIUBHIM TUIOM. Thl 3Haelnh, BepHO? A TOJBKO YTO
BepHYyJIaC U3 MEPTBHIX?»



Xoyn SIPOCTHO IOCMOTpesia Ha 001 1 CHOBa crpocuiia JleoHa 0 MecToHaxoXkaeHuu Kelica, He CBOLS
rjia3 C ero CecTpHl. "

— OH 3a ToM ABepnio, — OTBETUI JIeoH, KuBas Ha [BEPb.

Xoym MelbKOM B3TJISIHYJIa Ha OBEPb, KOTOPYIO MoKa3an ei JIeoH, u 6e3 KojnebaHUi 3aliarana Tyma
YBEpEHHBIM IIaroM. B ee cepaie Oypriuio ClIokKHOe YYBCTBO.

U toT dakT, uTo Keiic Bce ellle KOal ee gJaxe ceidac u He Jan 0601 HU MaJIEHINEero I1aHca
npuOIU3UTHCS K HEMY, 3aCTaBUJI €€ CEPAIe MEePENOIHUTLCI TOPAOCThI0. DTO ee MaIbYuK!

Xoym BCTala epen OBephio U IITy00KO B3MOXHYJTIA, IpexXe YeM [I0BEPHYTh PYYKY U TOIKHYTh OBEPE.

Opnaxko, Korfia oHa cobupanach BOMTU B KOMHATY, KTO-TO €llle OTKPBII BEPh OMHOBPEMEHHO C HEH.

9T0 6611 CTEPIIMHT.

MyxXurHa HEIOBEPUHUBO MOCMOTPeI Ha XoyI. ETo ria3a IHUPOKO PaCKPHUIHACE, @ POT 06pa30Bal
HeOOJIBIIYIO IIeJIb.

«HeBO3MOXKHO...» — MpoOOPMOTaI OH IIpo cebs, TAAs Ha OEeBYIIKY, CTOSIBIIYIO 3a ABepbio. OHa
ymnerbanach ¥ IPUBETCTBOBAJIA €T0, JoKa3hbiBasi, YTO OHa Oblyla He TOJBKO UJUTI03UEH.

«CTepJIuHT, JaBHO He BUAEJHUCH...» — BECeJI0 CKa3ajla OHa U, KOrfa MyK4MHa Iepef ee riia3aMu He
OTBETUII e, oHa 00HA/Ia ero. «¥ HacTosdad. I 3mech».

Tonbko Korma Xoyn oOHsina ero, CTepIUHT BEPHYJICS K PeaabHOCTH U OTBETHII HEBYIIKe
B3aMMHOCTBIO Ha Teroe 00bsiTHe. OH IoIesioBaa ee B 100 ¥ CKa3asl, KaK OH 6j1arogapeH 3a TOo, 4TO
oHa OnlyIa 3[0ecCk.

«TH moMKHa MPOBEPHUTh Ketica». CTEPIUHT 3arISHYJ B KOMHATY U BHITYCTHII ee Teyo. «OH 6e3 Tebs
B Oecropsigke».

Xoyn XUXUKHYJIa, YCIIBIIAaB 3TO, ¥ BEITEPJIa CYACT/IMBEIE CJIe3kl C I1a3. "4 3Harw."

CTepyUHT HeXKHO YIBIOHYJICS e, TOTOMY YTO BUJIETh ee ceryac OblyI0 GObIION rapaHTHelN TOTO, YTO
Keiic Gornblile He cuenaeT HUYEr0 BO3IMYTUTEIIBHOTO.

«HUpoute u HOBPIJI&I:ITGCB C HUM», — CKa3all CTepJ’II/IHl", d 3daTeM BHIIIE U3 KOMHATEI ¥ 3aKPEIJI IBEPE,
YTOORI OaTh ITape BO3MOXKHOCTbE YEOUHUTHCA.



B TOT MOMEHT, KOTTia XOYI'I CTOsJla TaM OHa, €€ I'lla3a CKOJIb3UJIX II0 KOMHATE, II0OKa OHa He
O6Hapy}KI/IJ'Ia, uyTo Kelic JIeKUT Ha TUBAHE, IIPUKDPEIBAs JIMIIO PYKaMH, U CIIUT, IIO-BUOUMOMY, HE
OCO3HaBasa, 4YTO 4Y€JIOBEK, KOTOPOT'O OH ZXK[OaJl KaK CYMaCmeﬂMHﬁ, HaKOHEII-TO IIPHUIIIEeI.

MepnneHHEIMU U YBEPEHHBIMHE IIaraMu XOYTI MOAOIIIa K CBOEMY MTapHIO U cefa psamoM ¢ HuM. OHa
TIPOTSHYJa PYKY ¥ KOCHYJACh €ro IIeKH.

«Jii, BOTYOHOK, IIPOCHHUCH...» OHa rJIaguia ero Io uekKam, moka He II0JTy4nia OT HEero OTBET.

CHauarna Keiic xoTen IIPOUTHOPHUPOBATE 3TO HebombI10e 6ECITOKOMCTBO, HO TIOTOM IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI €€
3allaX ¥ PE3KO OTKPHIJ I'/la3a.

Kakoe-to mraosenue Xoyn u Keiic mpocTo cMOTpeu [APYyT Ha [pyTa, Tak KakK JIMKaH BCe ellle AyMar,
YTO 3TO OB COH, KOTOPOT'O OH [JaBHO K€eJaJl, IOTOMY 4YTO, KOTJla OH IIPUKOCHYJICS K HEl, OH He
TIOYYBCTBOBAJT UCKPHI.

Opuako 3aTeM Xoym cka3ana: «Mexny Hamu 6osbille HeT OpayHBIX y3. TH BCe ellle X0uelllb MeHs?»

HeT cympyzkeckou cBs3u?

Pasym Keiica 3akpyKuics B 3aMellaTeIbCTBe, @ 3aTeM 00HapyKWJI, YTO OH HE MOXKET TaKxkKe
MEICJIEHHO CBSI3aTh €e€.

«1 0OBIYHBIN YEJIOBEK, Y KOTOPOT'O AOJTas XKU3Hb, UTOOL! OBITH C TOOO. ThH BCe ellle X04ellh MeHs?»
Xoym o4YyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK y HEE [TEPEXBATHIIO TOPJIO, KOTTIA CIE3Hl BOT-BOT IIPOJILIOTCS.

OcobenHo, Korga Keiic mpoTsHY PyKy U NPUTSHYN ee ONKKe, 1Iemya el Ha yXO0 CJI0Ba, KOTOPEE OHA
OXKupasa OT Hero, Ho OHU BCe PaBHO KPaCUBO OT[aBajIiCh B €€ yIIlaxX U, TeEM He MeHee, TIOTPSICIIU BCIO
ee mymiy.

"Bcerga."
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