— He yxogu... — Xoyn CHOBa BCXJIUIIHYJIa ¥ S9HEPTUYHO 3aMoTasia ronosou. "HE YXOIU!"

Ha atoT pa3 Xoyn 3akpuydalia 1 IpUB/IeK/ia BHUMaHUEe BCEX TPHUCYTCTBYIOIINX.

Ha camowm perne, Jlaiinak, KoTopas IepecTaa IJlakaTh, HO BCe ellle Obiyla B 00bITHSIX PeiiH, ToXe
CMOTpeJia Ha Hee OMyXIIUMH TTIa3aMHu.

Opuako Kpuk Xoym He mofelicTBoBas Ha CepeduHy, IOTOMY 4YTO OHa BCe elrle ynbibanack Xoym U
roBOpHJIa 0YeHb MeMJIEHHO, TaK 4TO XOyII MOTJjla TOIbKO YUTAaTh JBUXKEHUE ee TyO.

— {1 monmxHa, — ckal3ana CepeduHa.

XOYI'I CHOBa MMOKayaJja I'0JI0BOM, HO BMECTO 3TOT0 Cepe(bI/IHa IIepeBeJia B3rJIdn Ha H}KenpeKa nu
HAKJIOHUJIACh, OIE€II9ad €My Ha yXO...

— 4 o610 Tebs. Beerga'

ITocne atoro CepeduHa mouesnoBasna [[XKegpeK B MAKYIIKY, IPEXKE YEM ee TeJI0 OKOHYATEThHO

KCYE3JI0 Ha BETPY.

Benpma [IeldCTBUTENBHO YIITIA. ..

YHecna cBoto mo00Bb K [[KeapeKy, HafiesiCh, UTO IIOCJIe 3TOTO MYK4YMHA CMOXKET KUTh 0oJiee
CYACTJINBOH XU3HEBIO.

MozxeT ObITh, JakKe eCJIM 9TO 3alMeT MHOT'0 BpeMeHH, [I2KeIpeK BepPHET CBOE CUACThE.

A MOXeT 4 HeT...

BenuHma MOMOPIIUIACh, YBUEB, Kak Kanneb B cBoel 3BepHHOM (popMe MPHILIET B IPOCTH U eIle pas
yOapHIICS TOJIOBOM O HEBUIUMYIO CTEHY BOKPYT Ce0si, YTO OCTaBHUJIO OH HE MOXKET CBOOOTHO
TIePEeIBUTATHCS U COBEPIIUTS eIlle OJHO YOUNCTBO.

910 OBINIO He T0-HACTOSIIEMY, BEPHO...?

Benuupa HUKOTTA He Budesa, 4ToOsl Kanned [0 Takoit cTeleHu Tepsia KOHTPOJIb Hafl CBOUM 3BEpeEM.
Ero Gosnplie HUYero He 3a00THUIIO, ¥ B €r0 rjla3ax He ObII0 HUYero 6ojiee BaXXHOTO.



«MBHI He MO2K€eM OCTaBaThCs 3[ECh MOJIbIIe, YeM ceryac», — CKasaia bennHma cugsies psmoM C Hed
Cuburs.

OHYU He MOTJIX OCTaBaTLCA TaM BEYHO, IOTOMY UTO JIIOAYM BEPHYTCS C IOAKpPEIIeHneM, HAMHOTO
6oree CUIBHEIM, YeM paHbile, u Kanneba Henp3st OyeT HU KOHTPOJIMPOBATh, HU COTPYIHUYATH C
HUM.

OHU TIOTEPSTIU TaK MHOTO JTII0AEN, TakK MHOTO JIIOfel, KOTOPHEIX OHU 3HANX, ¥ benuHga He HOIyCTHT,
4yTOOBI TO K€ caMoe CIyunsiock ¢ Kanmebom.

Benunpa He 3Hasa, Kak JTMKaHBE MOTYT IPOUTH Yepes a3y, Korga OHU MOTYT MPUHSTE TOT GakKT, 4To
UX TIapTHEpPH! 60JIbllle He CYyLUeCTBYIOT, UM CTAHYT JIM OHU OUKUMU UM HET, CTaB CYIIeCTBaAMY,
OLEePKUMBIMU TOJIBKO HHCTUHKTOM yOUICTBa.

Ho ugero 6wl 9T0 HU cTOMI0, Benuipma He JOMyCcTUT, 4TOGOH ¢ Kanme6oM CIydunoch 4To-TO MII0X0e.
OHa 3Haja TWKaHa OYEHb IaBHO ¥ [TOMOTAJIa eMy, YeM MOTJIa.

"V Tebs ecth umen?" — cupocuia Cubun ycraao 1 HEMHOTO CKETITUYECKH, YTO BCe HalaguTCs.

«MBI He MOXKeM ChefaTh 3TO B ONUHOYKY U [TO3BOJIUTH IMKAHTPONIAM CHOBA CPaXaThCs, KOTHa 0NN
BEPHYTCS NI03XKe». benuHa naxe He cMea IPeICTaBUTh, Y4eM Bce 00epHeTCs, KOorfa UM CHOBa
IIPUOETCS CpaXkaTbCs U yOUBaTh JII0fel. ITO 3aCTaBUIIO OBl UX OOCTUYb CBOUX IIPEMIEJIOB, U CIy4YUIIOCh
OBl XyqIee.

— MBEI JOTKHEI TIPUCOETUHUTHCS K [JoHOBaHaM, — CKa3ana Cubu, ee Gelibie BOIOCH pa3BEBAIUCh HA
BETPY, ¥ e MPUIIIOCh yOpaTh IPSIOY C JIUIIA.

benvHpa 3acoMHeBasach, KOraa YCIIBIIIIaJIa 3TO IIPEOJIOKEeHne.

"¢l He yBepeHa, YTO OHU B JTy4IlleM II0JI0OKEHUH, YeM 3[eCh..." mpobopmoTana benunpa.

W TyT KTO-TO CKa3aJs, HeyBepeHHO moaxoas K HuM. «OtBenute Kanneba K [JoHOBaHaM, TaM BCe O[T
KOHTPOJIEM».

OpHOBpPEMEHHO [Be BeAbMBI 00€PHYINCH U 00HAPYKHUITH, YTO CTEPIUHT UET K HUM.

— CrepnuHr, TH B opsigke? benrHpa nopomnuia K MyxuuHe. OHa gyMaina, 4yTo CTEDPIUHT He
IIepeKUBET Tparefnio, KOTopas Ha JHAX 00pyLIuiIack Ha ero CeMbI0 B 3aMKe, U XOTS OHa CIIBIIIATA,
YTO 3TOTO YeJioBeKa cliacia JIuaus, ero cocTosHue ObUIO He 0YeHb XOPOIIKM.

"1 He MOTy cKa3aTh, YTO 5 B opsAake..." Barnsag Ctepnunra ObUT IPUKOBaH K 3BEPIO, 3alIEPTOMY B
HEeBHUOUMOM MarudeckKou KopoOKe mepeq HUM.



Kanne6 Bce elre OB B APOCTH, U BCE, Ka3dJIOCh, COBEPIIEHHO HE 3HAJIH, KdK CIIPABUTHCA CO 3BEPEM
HJIK KaK €T0 YCIIOKOHUTE.

nu CTeanHry TOXKe OBLII0 HEYero CKa3adTh, IIOTOMY 4YTO OH TO2K€ 3HaJl, KAKOBO 3TO - IOTEPATE CBOIO
ITIOJTIOBHUHKY...

"¢l coxarelo o TBoew moTepe..." benuHma BeIpasuia CBOM co00JIe3HOBAHUS.

Ho 3atem CTepJ’II/IHT CMEHHUIJI TeEMY OY€Hb XPHUIITIBLIM HU3KUM I'OJIOCOM: «I'me Utan u Poccu?»

BenuHpna BHTIsAAeNa youBieHHoM. «OHM TaM...» OHA YKa3aJia B CTOPOHY, e ObUIHM [Boe OpaT u
cecTpa, HO IIOTOM, Ka3aJioCh, He pellanach NPOOoKUTh npennoxenue. — Ho, Poccu... —

4 3Hat... — npepBan ee coBa CTEPNIUHT U, CIIOTHIKASCh, HAITPABUJICS K CBOUM HETSM.

Haxe BUM maniekoro cuinysta CTep/MHTa HaBOAWII TPYCTh Ha Cepflla BCeX, KTO ero BUOET.

«MBI DOTXKHEI BCTPETUTHLCA C IloHOBaHaAMH...» — peniniia benuupa.

Brino OBl TPyOHOM 3afiauel TeIEeOPTUPOBATh C HUMHU ellle COTHIO JIMKAHTPOIIOB, HO He HEBO3MOXKHO.

Topak nopomuresn K [IXKeopeKy, KOTOPHIH BCe ellle MOoT4all B CBOeM [IePBOHAYAIEHOM II0JI0KEHUH,
II0CJIe TOTO KaK OH yOeguscs, 4To y ero crapiiero 6paTa OBIJI0 4OCTaTOYHO BpeMeHHU, YTOOH
omnakaTh morepio CepeduHHL

Topak TakKe IIOUyBCTBOBAJI ITe4aslb M3-3a BHE3AITHOM KOHYMHLI BEIbMEI, XOTSI U HE TaKyio IiTy0oKyio,
Kak Ketic unu [IKeOgpek, Beb UMEHHO BeflbMa Besla PeitH Bce 3TO BpeMs, XOTSI He BCE METOMHI,
KOTOPHIE OHA KCIIOIb30Baa, Mony4yunu ogobpenne Topaka. ...

Ho Takxke u MOTOMY, YTO OTHOIIEeHUS Mexkay Topakom u CepeduHoii He ObUIM TaKUMU OJTU3KUMU,
Kak y Keiica u BegbMHI.

Tem He MeHee, oH Obi GaromapeH 3a To, 4To CepeduHa choenana ais HUX.

Ecnu oHU B KOHIIe KOHIIOB BEIUTPAIOT 3Ty BOMHY, TO BCEe 9TO MOXKHO OyJeT CYUTATh IIJIOOOM OTPOMHBIX
ycunuii CepeuHsHI.

— IIxemgpek, — nmo3Baj Topak cBoero O6paTa, Iprcenas pSIOOM C HUM M HEXKHO CXKUMas ero IIjeyo,
YyTOOBI JATh IMOHSTH O CBOEM IIPUCYTCTBUM. — THI MOJI)KEH OTIIYCTUTh ee, — CKa3aJl OH.



H}KenpeK He OBUTAJICA, OH BCe €eIlle CuaeJl, 3aCThIB Ha CBOEM MECTeE.

Topak He 3HaeT, KaKoi pe3ysbTaT OblJTI HAMHOTO JIy4Ille; BUAETh, Kak [[KeapeK CTAHOBUTCS TUKUM
nocye notepu CepeduHbl, KaK 3TO ITPOU3OIII0 COTHYU JIET Ha3al, WU BUIETh, Kak [IxKemapek
CTQHOBUTCSI 0YEHb MOTYAIMBEIM U TI03BOJISET CIPSITATh BCE CBOM SMOIIMH, KOTOPHIE IT032Ke CO
BpeMeHeM IIPeBpaTsITcsa B 00MOy 3aMeIIeHHOTO AeHCTBUS, KOTOPAast MOXKEeT VHUUTOKUTh eT0 CaMOro.

— TrI HOMXEH OTIYCTUTH ee, — IOBTOpUI Topaxk.

Ho kak [Ixempek Mor oTmycTuTth Cepeduny?

— MBI DOJIXKHEI TIOXOPOHUTH €€ MOIXKHEIM 00pa3oM, — CHOBa CKa3as Topak. «OHa 3TOro
3aCIyXKUBaeT».

— 4 mo6mio ee, Topak... — ckasas [[KeapekK rojiocoM, MOX0KKUM Ha IIeToT.

TopaK Ha MIHOBEHHE 3aMOJI4all, OH CMOTpPEII Ha Jlamnak, KOTOpPadA BCeE elle ClIeTKa BCXJIUIIbIBAaJla B
00bsiTUSX PeliH, HO TeIlepPhb BEITJIAOE/Ia HaMHOTI' O JIYYIIIe.

«TBI TOIBPKO HaBpemuINb JIalinak, eciu Jo0uIb ee», — KOHCTAaTHPOBaJl Topak HEOCIIOPUMEIH (aKT.
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