"Yro 3T0?" — pe3ko cupocun Mtad. Kakyio 651 MUJIOCTh HU IIPOCUJT Y HETO 3TOT IIOBENIUTEND
IPaAKOHOB, OH He MOT YyBCTBOBATb Ce0s CITIOKOMHO, 3Hast 00 9TOM MJIM CBSI3hIBAs Ce0s C 3TUMU
CyllleCTBaMU.

Ony He BBHITTISIIENN HaJleXKHBIMHA. ..
Opuako MtaH monmxeH Obln yOeOuThCs, 4TO ¢ Po3u Bce B IIOpSAKeE.

"T'me most MaTh?" MiTaH BCIIOMHMUJI, YTO X MaTh ObIJIa C €ro MJIafllel cecTpoil BHyTpu OYHKepa, U
IIOCKOJIbKY 3BEPSIM YIAJIOCh IPOPBATLCS Yepe3 HETO, 3TH XKEHIIUHBI, CTAPUKHU U JIeTHU, HOJIXKHO OBITS,
y0ezxkanu B JIeC yepes3 OPYIyIO [BEpb.

ViTaH x0opo1iIo 3Han I1aH OyHKepa, IIOTOMY YTO OH OBII 4acThio 00y4eHHUS.

«Mowu cobone3H0BaHUSI», — CKa3aJl Topa beinb, BCTal ¥ CKPEeCTU IIPaByi0 PYKY Iepe[ IPYabIo,
clerKa MOKJIOHUBIIUCE. — TBOSI MaTh HEe BHIXKHUIIA.

"Kakoe?" MitaHy OBIJIO TPYIHO PA3NUYUTh 3Ty aMouuio. OH {yMasn o Tou 00, KOTOPYIO UCILITHIBAET
ceiyac 13-3a TOTO, UTO IOTEPSIT MeHa, HO OH HUKOTIa Obl He TIOTyMaJl, YTO ITOTEPSeT U CBOI0 MaTh.

«Barma math moxkepTBoBasa co00¥, YTOOH! CIIACTH XKU3Hb Balllei CECTPH ¥ 0ePEMEHHON KEHIIHUHEL..»
CHOBa co00ImuI emMy nopg beins.

«Her...» UTan IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro rpyagb CZKUMa€TCs, KOTHa OCO3HaHME CUIIBHO YOapPHUJio €ro.

«ITomymaiiTe 00 3TOM BHUMAaTEILHO, Y MEHS MHOTO CBOOOIHOT0 BpeMeHH, HO 5 He AyMalo, 4To y
Balllell CeCTPHI CTOIBKO Ke BpeMeHu». Jlopyn Belin neitancs ybeguts ero, ucnonbdysd Po3u. «OHa
Oblsla TaM OfIHA, TOJIBKO C MJIafleHIleM U MaJleHbKoi neBouKoi. KTo 3HaeT 4ToO...»

OpHako, mpexpe ueM jopg bein ycren 3aKOHUUTh CBOM JpaMaTHYeCcKui pacckas, MtaH 37100HO
obopBa ero cioaa."

YXMEIIKa MOSIBUITACh B yTONKax ry06 opaa beins, Korma OH yCIBIIIai, Kak MajlbYuK JIETKO YCTYyIIaeT.
«41 xouy pebeHKa, KOTOPHIN OB C TBOEH CECTPOI».

«Pebenok? Kakoi pe6eHOK?» MTaH yIyCTUII U3 BUAY 9TY MaJIEHbKYIO IeTallb, KOTHa ITOBEJIUTEIb
IPaAKOHOB IIPO0JIKAJl TOBOPUTE 0 pebeHKe, IIOTOMY UTO BCe ero BHUMaHue ObIJI0 COCPeNoTOYeHO Ha
MJIafIIen cecTpe.

«Mnapenen. [TepBeHen 060pOTHS U (pelipy, YCIEIIHbIN 1 3T0POBHIM TMOpUL», — B3BOJIHOBAHHO
ckazan nopp bein. «Pebenok Jlanwl u Padasms».



Jloppn Beiin He IPOBOIUI BpeMsi B 3aMKe, TOJILKO TOBOPS O BOMHE U IIAaHUPYS CTPATETHIO 3a
cTpateruei. Y Hero Toxe ObUIM CBOM CKPHITHIE IIJIAHEL. [ ce0s, mis ceOe momoOHbIX.

Hpoumo MHOT'O BpEMEHHU C TEX II0P, KaK 3TH JIMKAHEI Ha4allid IIPDABUTh UMH.

— JlaHa HUKOT{a 3TOr0 He OOIIYCTUT, — MPA4YHO CKa3aJl HtaHn.

— He Bonnyiicsi, — HeOpeKHO CKa3asl OH, MaXHYB pyKoil. «OHa MepTBa, KaK U ee Iapa».

"3HA4uT, OBSBOJIBI MOTYT KUCIIOJI30BaTh Ty K€ CUJIy, YTO M aHTeJbl-XxpaHuTenu?" Topak mogouen K
IKeopeKy, Korfa Ta CMOTpeJia Ha TeMHOe He0o ¢ 0ajikoHa foMa 000pOTHS-IpaKoHa.

A TOKa OHU PeIIXIIH UCII0Ib30BaTh 3TO MECTO, YTOOR HEMHOTO OTOOXHYTh U ITOAyMaTh O TOM, YTO UM
menaTth Oasblile, TaK KaK OHU IIOHEC/H OO0JIbIIYI0 TOTEPIO.

Topak mocmoTpen Ha [IXKeapeKa B ero 4eI0Be4eCKOu OfieXae, HO HUYero He cKa3all O TOM, KakK
CTPAHHO 3TOT CTUJIb CMOTPeJICS Ha HeM. Topak mpoTsHyn [Ixenpeky 60Kajl ¢ BHHOM U ITIOCMOTPeIN Ha
He0o, Kak u ero 6pat. ITocye aToro mocnaegoBana MUPHas MUHYTa MojtdaHus. "Hrto 910?" [IxKeapek
IIepeBen B3rnsan Ha Topaka.

«3T10 TO, uTO CepeduHa ckazana Jlaimak, — cka3an [Ixkempek Topaky, oHE 006CyXkmamu 9To ¢ Jlainak
¥ PeliH, HO Temephb 3TH aHTEJIB-XPAHUTENIH YCHYJIU, ¥ HACTAJI0 BPEMS IJIsi HACTOSIIET0 GPAaTCKOTO
pasroBopa.

"Kakasg?" Topak TOJBKO B3IJISIHYJI Ha HETO, IIpeX/e 4eM CHOBa OTBECTH I'jia3a.

— Tot ouenb Monuuitb. Y Topaka Bcerga OBIJI0O CBOe MHEHME O MHOTHX Belllax, u [IKelpeK mJyMmal, 9YTo
y Hero OymeT cBosi COOCTBeHHAsi TEOPHUsSI OTHOCUTEINIbHO nHpopMaluu, KoTopyo CepeduHa coobiruna
Jlaiinak. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, B €TI0 TOJIOBE MIPSIMO Ceddac KPyTUJIOCh MHOXKECTBO Bellel. ITa 4acCTh
nHpopMaLxu OblIa MPOCTO ellle OOHOM BEIbi0, KOTOPYIO OH [OJIKeH ObLI OTJI0KUTE B CTOPOHY,
ITOCKOJIbKY, HammpuMep, ObIIM HEKOTOPLIE IPYTrue BaXKHbIE BOIIPOCH, Hall KOTOPHIMU €My HYKHO OBIJIO
II0JIOMaTh TOJIOBY; HauTu ero 'ammy. Topak notepsn Padasns, oH He XOTeN TEPSTh U CBOIO ['amMMy.
"Twl Bepuillb, 4T0?" — cupocun [Ixkeapek, He oOpalllasi BHUMaHUS Ha Pe3Koe 3aMedaHue Topaka.

[To kakoii-To npuunHe [IKegpeK MOYyBCTBOBala, YTO B 9TOM €CTh YTO-TO Oobiee. YTO UMEHHO
Cepeduna xoTena cuenarh?



— Twr mpuHST MeHs 3a Kelica? — capKacTH4ecKu Crpocun Topak, MOCKOJIbKY UX ML OpaT
BCeTrfla TOBOPUJI OOJIbIIIE, YEM OHU BOBOEM BMECTE B3SITHIE.

«Cupens Buzena, Kak CepedpuHa MaHUNYIMPOBaia BpeMeHeM, KOTopoe OblIo mofilapkoM PeliH, u eciu
OBl BEI CITPOCUIIM MEHS, COeflajia il 3TO BelbMa HAapOYHO UJIA y Hee ObIJIA OPYrue MOTHBHI, YTOOBI
paccka3aTth HaM 00 3ToM. { He 3Ha10. Brl 3HaeTe ee nyutie, 4eM s, Topak OTBETHUI Ha BCE BOIIPOCH,
KOTOPEIE X0OTeJla 3HaTh [[Keapexk.

«[ToyeMy TH myMaelllb, UYTO TOJIbKO MBI MOXKEM [BUTAThCS, KOTHa PeliH ocTaHOBHUIIA BpeMs?»
Ixenpek 3aman elle ONWH BOIIPOC, OH 3afaBall cebe 3TOT BOIIPOC B CBOEH T'OJIOBE, HO Y HETO He ObIIT0
TOIXOMSIIET0 BpeMeHH, YTOOB! CIIPOCUTH IPYTHX.

Topak Haxmypuscs. OH BCIOMHHUJI, YTO IIOMKAMO aHTeJIOB-XpaHuTesnen u ero, [Ixenpek, Keiic u
Kanneb Takxe MO OBUTATLCS B 9TO BPEMS.

Mexmy OpaThsIMK ITOBHUCIIO €I1le OOHO 3aKIMHAHUE MOJTYAHMUS.

— KpoBb, — HakoHeI cka3an Topak uepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMs.

"Xm?" [IKeOpek BBIIIUI BCE BUHO, IIPEXKE YeM IIOUrpaTh CO CTaKaHOM MeX[y MajbliaMu. "UTOo ThI
uMeelns B BUAy?" [I>KegpeK KUBHYJI, BEIC/IYIIAB €r0 TEOPUI0, HO II0TOM BCIIOMHUJI OOHY BEIllb.

«Ho TBOS Teopus He 00BICHSET, TOYEMy TBOM ['aMMa TOKe MOXKET ABUTaThCS, OH 3aMETHUJI TBOIO
napy?» I'my6oKui 1 onmacHbIM PHIK BEIPBAJICA U3 ropja Topaka, KOT[a OH ycibiman 3To. ¥ [[xKeapeka
Bcerpa OblIO0 IIJI0X0e YyBCTBO I0MOpPA, ¥ OH MCIIOJIb30BaJl €r0 HE B TOM MeCTe U He B TO BpeMsl.

«PeliH mana eMy CBOIO KPOBb, KOTZla OH UyTh He yMep K3-3a IPUCTyIa». Topaky 04eHb X0TeJI0Ch
CTONKHYTH [I3Kefpeka ¢ 3Toro 6aJKoHA Ha 3eMJII0 3a 3TO 3aMevyaHue. ITO He YObeT ero, Ho 3TOT0
OymeT moCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI Pa3031UTh ero. "ATaka?" [IKeapek Cy3u riasa.

«KaxeTcs, X CU/Ibl HUKaK He BIUSIT OPyT Ha OpyTa, ¥ MEI HOHpOGOBaHI/I HX KPOBB, KOI'la OTMEYaJIn
HaIlluX TOBapI/IH.IeI;I», — O0BSICHUI TopaK, Pa3MBIIIIIASA.

— XM, — Topak 0oJbIlie HU4Yero He 00BSICHS, TaK KaK 3TO COOBITHE He UMEJIO K 9TOMY HUKAKOT0
OTHOIIIEHHS.



«Topaxk...» ['onoc [Ixkenpeka BHE3AIHO CTaJl JIEAEHIIUM, KOrfia ero 0ceHuso. «Eciu ux KpoBb — 3TO
TO, YTO HaM HYXKHO, YTOOHEI TPOTUBOCTOSATH TOM XKe CUJIe, YTO U Y AbSIBOJIOB... TOTMIa CKOJIBKO KPOBU
HaM HYXKHO, YTOOB! YCUIUTH LIeNIyI0 apMUI0?»
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