PrixkeBosiocast BegbMa OﬁepHYJ'IaCb, " ee CBETJIO-3€JIEHEBIE I'JIa3a 6eCCTpaCTHO IIOCMOTPEJIX Ha KOPOJIsid
JINKAHOB.

— Yero T x0uelnb, Cepeduna? — cupocun JIxkenpek.

BempMa mopoiia 61uKe, HO He pa30pBajia C HUM 3PUTENbHOT0 KOHTAaKTa. Ee KpaCHBIN IITallf
pa3BeBAJICS HA BETPY, KOTHA OHA ABUTAJIACh TPALMO3HO.

IXempek clemusl 3a KaX/sIM ee IIaroM 1 OBIT B OlleTIeHeHUH.

Korga oH B mocnegHuy pa3 BCTpedascs ¢ Heu?

910 OBINIO B capy nepef ero 6pa4Hoii iepeMonuei? Koryma oH 0TKa3ascs OT ee NMpeniokeHus 00HATh
B IIOCJIEMHUH pa3? ITO Ka3ajIoCh TaK, IIOTOMY YTO II0CJie 3TOro [I:xkeapek 6oJbllle HUKOIIa ee He
BUIEJ, ¥ OHAa 0CTaJIaCh CMYTHHIM BOCIIOMUHAHUEM B €I0 CO3HAHMH, 0COOEHHO KOTfla CBSI3b MEXKIY
HUM ¥ JlaiylaK yKpemnuniach, a Mociefyiolre coOBITHS 3acTaBUU [[xKeapeKa MOYTH MOTHOCTHIO
3a0BITh O HEH.

Ho He ¢akT, yTo CepeduHa mepena MOCT ¥ IIpefaja ero.

MoxeT ObITh, IOTOMY YTO OHa fiejiajzia 3TO He B IIePBHIM pas, M03TOMY yilep0 OT ee IOCTYIIKa Ha 3TOT
pa3 He OIIYIIaJCs 04YeHb IJI0X0, U ¢ JIalnak psamoM ¢ HuM [IKeapek MOT OBICTPee epeBapuTh 3TOT
GbakKT ¥ MeperTH K UX CIIeIyIIIeMy IIJIaHy.

OpHaKo ee BuM IPSMO cedac 3acTaBuii [[KeapeKa BCIIOMHUTh MOMEHTH, KOTa OHU ObLIM BMecTe. B
3TOM CUTyaluu ObIIO YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, OH YyBCTBOBAJ ce0s 6ojiee YyBCTBUTEIHHEIM U
HOCTaJIbrUPYIOIIHM.

— JIxenmpek, — MATKO no3Bajia ero CepeduHa ¥ IPOTSIHYJIA PYKY, YTOOHR KOCHYThCS €ro0. «f cKydaio
1o Tebe, TH CKy4aellb 110 MHE?»

IXempek IPHUILYPHU I71a3a, He B CHJIaX MOIIeBEIUThCS, U €€ XOJIOOHEIE TaJIbIhl KOCHYIHCH ero IIexK,
JIMHUY TTOR00pOAKa U Ty0.

Koponb crnerka axHyi, Korfa ero ry0bl IpAOTKPHUIKCE, @ CepeduHa 1oI0XKuIa pyKy eMy Ha I'Pyab.
Osna nopoiia Ha UBIIIOYKAX U IOMBITAIach I0IeJI0BaTh ero.

OTa CIoKOMHas HOYb Oblna HaeanbHOU CLIeHOU s II000BHEIX MOMEHTOB, YTOORI TOI'PY3UTLCS B 3Ty
CTpaHHYI0 aTMOoC(epy U CTaTh 3aBUCUMEIMU OPYT OT Apyra.

Ixempek HAOMONA, KaK Iepef ero ria3aMy BO3HUKIIO NuI0 CepeduHbl, 3aKPHIBIIEH CBETIIO-
3eJIeHbIe T71a3a, KOTrfa OHa coOMpasiach MoLesIoBaTh ero.



OmHaKo B OHY CEKYH[Y, KOT{la OHa yKe cobuparach MMOLeoBaTh MyKUKUHY Iepel Hei, HO B
CIefyIoIIyi0 CEKYHy OHa yKe C BU3TOM JiexkaJjla Ha 3eMJie, yralia CIIUHOU B TPS3b.

"Mxenpek!" CepedrHa B3BU3THYJa U IOCMOTpeJia Ha JIMKaHa, HO IIpeX/e 4eM OHa ycIela
IIPOM3HECTHU XOTh CJI0BO, [[2KepeK ABUHYIACh BIepeq U BLENUJICS el B JIULO.

Ero mBuxkeHue OBITIO CTPEMUTENBHEIM M OBLICTPHIM, KOT'Ia OH Iepepes3as e ropjio, HO BMECTO KPOBH
13 OTKPBITOM PaHBI BEIPBAJICS YEPHBIM OBIM.

[IsIM IOKPBIBAJI BCE TENIO PHIXKEBOJIOCOU BeAbMbI, ITI0Ka BCE €€ CYIIeCTBO He UCYe3JI0 Iepef riia3aMu
Ixenpeka.

Tem He MeHee, 3TO, II0X0XKe, He YOUBHUIIO KOPOJIsA, BO BCAKOM Cliy4ae, OH BRITTIAOEN TaK, KaK 6y,[[TO
0ZKHupaajl, 94TO 3TO HpOPI30ﬂI[€T.

«TBI 0YEHB KECTOK [laXKe CO CBOMM OBIBIIMM JII000BHUKOM», — Pa3aJiCsl XKEHCKHUW T0JI0C M3-3a
IepeBa, Ipex/e YeM OHa BHIIINIA U3 TEMHOTH M XUXHUKHYIIA.

«AcMmopeii», — mMo3Ba ee J[IXKeopex.

OH poraparncs, 4TO 3TO OHa KonupoBaa ¢purypy CepeduHsl 1 co3faBaia TaKyl aTMocdepy, KoTopas
MOTJIa IPUBECTU K YEMY-TO APYTOMY. ITOT AbSIBOJ [IEHCTBUTEIHHO OB 3aHO301 B 3aHUIIE!

Ixenpek OyKBaIbHO XKUJ C IbSIBOJIAMH ITO[ OMHOM KPHIIIEH, TaK KaK eMy IPUXOIUIIOCh UMETh IO C
OYIION CBOETO MOKOWHOI'0 OTIla, TOTa, KOT{la OHHU ellle HaXO[UJIUCh B TJIaBHOM 3aMKe.

OH 3HaJ 3TOT TPIOK X 9aCTO CTAJIKUBAJICA C HUM. OpHaKo ObSIBOJIEL, IIOX0XKE, HU4YeMy He Hay4YUJIUCh U
IIPOAOJIZKAJIA UCIIOJIb30BATE OOWH U TOT 2kK€ MeTOJ CHOBa M CHOBA.

Bonee Toro, Cepeduna He cTana OBl TakK IOCTYATh ¥ TOBOPUTh TaKKe TIIYIIOCTH. DTO CJIOBO HUKOTHA
He CJIeTaso C ee I'y0, maxe KOorfga OHU OBUIM BMECTe, BeIbMa BPS[ I CKa3asa Okl YTO-TO IMOM0OHOE.

«THI Bcerga 3Hal, 4To 3TO0 Oblla si», — CKal3ajia AcMofielt C coxkajleHreM B3[OXHYB B KOHIIe ee ppa3Hl.

Y Ixxempeka He OBITI0O BpEMEHU pa30UpPaThCs C 3TUM ObSBOJIOM, ¥ OH HE XOTell 00JIbllle OBITh C HEH.
Ecnu 651 OH TOJIBKO MOT YOUTbH ObSIBOJIA, OH CHean OBl 3TO MHOTO BEKOB Ha3af UM IIPHU JII060M
ymoGHOM cydae.

K coxanenunio, mbsIBOJIE HE MOTIH YMEDPETE, OBIIIO JOBOJIBHO HEIIPUATHO UMETH 3aKJISATHIX BPAros,
KOTOPEIX OH HE MOT Y6I/ITB.



«Kyma Tht upemb? Mbl TOJIBKO YTO CHOBA BCTPETHUITUCH CIIYCTS HECKOIBKO MeCsIeB!» — KPUKHYIa
Acmogpeit [Ixkenpeky. «9#, BepHUCh! T He CKy4aelllb 10 MHE?» — KOKETJIUBO CIIPOCHIT ObSIBOJI, HO
OHa paccTpouiack, Korga [[Kefpek Haxe He B3TJITHY/ Ha Hee U MoIIesl 00paTHO B CBOI Jlareps.

— O, KaK Bcerga pa3gpaxaeT, — IPOBOPYA ObSIBOJ.

Opnaxko, Korga [lxkKenpek, HAaKOHelL], UCYe3 U3 ee I0Js 3peHUs, U ACMOJe! nogyMara, YTO OHa Telepb
COBCEM OfIHa, OHa BHE3aITHO IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK YTO-TO IIPOJIETENIO B €e HallpaBlIeHUHU, U
MHCTUHKTUBHO OTOOBUHYJIACh, YTOOBI YBEPHYTHCS OT BCETO, YTO IIOIMAfanoch i Ha My TH.

Korpma oHa o6epHynach, TO 3aMeTHJIa, YTO 3TO OBIIM 3a IIPEIMETH], U el ObIJI0 BCe PaBHO, Ybs 3TO
paborTa.

9TO0 OBIIM OTHEHHEIE IITapPeI, KOTOPBIE COXKTJIX 3EMJIIO TaM, I'T€ OHa PaHbIIIe CTOsAJIA.

— TrI x04elsb cxKeyb MeHs? ACMOfieyC TOBEPHYJIa TOJI0BY U ITOCMOTpesia Ha GUrypy, 1eHuBo
IIPUCIIOHEHHYIO K [IePeBY, C ellle ONHUM OTHEHHEIM IIapOM, TOTOBEIM BBEIITYCTUTH B IbsIBOJIA B JII000M
MOMEHT.

"Mory nu s caenaTh 3T0?" CepedrHa BOIPOCUTEIHHO MOAHSTa 6POBU. — Pa3 Th HE MOXKEIIb YMEePeTh
IBaXK[Ibl, 4Yero Thl OOUIILCS? — CIPOCHIAa OHA HACMEIIUBEIM TOHOM.

«OueHb CMelIHO», ACMOI el KPUBO paccMesiyiac U yCMeXHynacs. «Bel BEIIOIHUIIU CBO 3afady? YTo
BHI 3[eCh feylaeTe?»

Cepeduna mozxarna IjedaMy U TIOCMOTPeia Ha KEHIIUHY. «f TOT, KTO OOJIKeH OB CIIPOCUTH Teb4,
YTO THI fiejiajia, IPUTBOPSISICh MHOU?»

- He Hago 371UTHCS, TBOU MyK4YMHA OYEeHb BEPHBIN, OH fjaXxe 3HaJI, 4YTO 3TO He Thl, - yCMEXHYJ1ac
Acmopeii. «Bce B mopsaKe, 9TO He IIEPBHIY pa3, KOraa MeHs OTBeprawT. f XKujaa ¢ HUM BeKaMu,
II03TOMY S IPUBBIKJIA K €T0 IIOBEOEHUIO».

U Ha ee myTu MOSBUJICS ellle OOVH OTHEHHBIN IIap, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 ACMofen IorMMarsa ero rojiou
PYKOU ¥ yAapoM Ioracuia.

<<HepeCTaHB 6p0C&TB B MEHS 3THU IITYKH, A OoJibIlie He IIPUKOCHYCE K TBOEMY MYyXK4YNHE. He noxoxe,
YTOOEI OH KOT'JZ[a-J'II/I60 IIO3BOJIKJI MHE COEJIaTh 3TO». — PA30PAa2KEeHHO CKa3dJla OHA. "

— XM, — nnpoMbidana CepeduHa U IOBEPHYJIACh, YTOOH YUTH.

"Xopomwo!" — Beceo cka3an AcMopeu. «3JHA4YUT, 3TO 03HA4asIo, YTO JaXKe eC/Iu aHTeJl-XpaHUTesb
OCTAHOBUT BpPeMs, 9TO He MOBJIMUSAET Ha HAc, BepHO? Ilocmeguuy pas3, KOrga 3TO IPOKU30III0, 3TO



OYEeHb pa3gpazKalio».

— Ia, — cka3amna CepeduHa.
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