— OH cHapyXxu, — oTBeTUJ XUpoH PeliH, oOHMMas Jlaiinak.

"CHapyxu?" PeliH B 3aMellaTeIbCTBE IIOBTOPUJIA 3TO CJIOBO.

«Ecnu oH CHapyXH, TO MOYEMY OH He BXOOUT BHYTPh?» — OCTOPOXKHO cripocusia Xoyn XUpoHa, OHa
YyBCTBOBAaJa, YTO B €T0 TOBEAEHUY YTO-TO HE TaK.

C opyrou cTOpoHE, XMPOH He OTBETUJI Ha UX BOIIPOCH U yien ¢ Jlaiak B pyKax.

OpmHako, Korja KeHTaBp 06epHYJICS U II0Ka3all CBOK CIUHY, XOYII YBUeNa paHy Ha OOKy ero Tena.
Ero kak Oy[TO KTO-TO YKYCHJI, ¥ Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO KEHTABp He TIOHMMAET, YTO PaHa BCe elle
KPOBOTOYHT.

— YTO CIy4yusnocs C TBOUM TeJIOM? — MpayHo clipocusia PeliH, oHa XoTesla clefoBaTh 3a XUPOHOM, HO
BMetascs benbderop, BCTaBmNY MEXIy HUMH.

Xoyn HeMenJIeHHO OoTTalua Peliin Ha3af, 4To0w n30eKaTh AbsIBOJIA, HO 3TOT Iar cO3/asl 00JbIIon
Pa3pHIB MEKOYy HUMHU 1 XMPOHOM, KOTOPHIH BCe ellle mepxar Jlailak B CBOMX pPyKax.

— X#pOH, YTO 3TO? — HEIOBEPUYUBO CIIpocuia XoyI. Y Hee ObIIO IIJI0X0€ MTPeIuyBCTBUE 10 9TOMY
IIOBOMY, ¥ OHA YyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO OTBET el He IIOHPABUTCH.

«Pa3Be yxke He siICHO KakK 00KUH JeHb?» — CKa3ajl bembderop, TOpKeCTBYIOIIE YXMBIIIACh. «OH C
HaMU».

"Het!" Hagmexkma 3akpuuaina. "HeBo3MoXkHO!" ee ri1a3a cMOTpesiu Ha XUPOHA, OHA ITBITAJIach YBULNETH
m00601 IPU3HAK TOTO, YTO AbSIBOJI TOBOPUJI HEIPABUJIBHO, HO BCKOPE IIOUYBCTBOBAJIa, KaK ee Cephle
OBICTPO 3a6UITOCH B TPyAU. — XUPOH, YTO THI AeJaellb! ?

Xoyn npoBena 60bIlle Tofa C KEHTaBpaMu, OXOTHUKaMH U JIIOObMU U3 IepeBHHU, Korfa Ketic 3abpan
ee y CepeduHtl, 3a 3T0 BpeMs OHU CONMU3UITUCE, TIO3TOMY XOYII HE MOTJIa IIOBEPUTh, YTO XUPOH BOT
TaK UX MPeIacT, I0CJie Yero OHU IIPOIIIIN U BCe.

9TO He MOXKET ObITh IIPABMIOM, BEPHO?

ToT dakT, yTo XUPOH yIleN OT HUX, He OTBETUB Ha BOoIpoc X0y U faxe He 6POCUB Ha Hee BTOPOTO
B3rJIa, paHut Xoymn 0ombile, 4eM OHa Morja cefe IpefCTaBUTh.

XupoH Ol A7 Hee Kak otel]. OHa CIyllaza ero ¥ MHOTOMY Hay4duyIach B IIpoliecce, II0Ka OHY ellle
KUK BMeCTe. MaJjio TOro, BOXIb KEHTAaBPOB ObIJT OMHUM M3 CaMbIX ONTU3KUX Nofed ans Keic, u 3To
IpefaTeILCTBO MPUYUHUIIO Obl eMy 60Jb, KaK U el, uu faxe 0oJbIie.



Peiin momnbITanack OTTONKHYTH IPerpaguBIiinero uM nyTth benbgeropa, HO IeHUBEI CXBATUII €€ 3a
PYKY u IpuTsHyn 6muxke K cebe, a Xoyn Opocunack K ABEPH, UTOOH TpeciiefoBaTh XUPOHA, KOTOPHIH
HayaJl BEIXOOUTh HapyXKy, Hecs Jlainak.

Xoyn pymara, uTo Peitn 6ymeT npsiMo 3a Hel. [109TOMy B CIeLlIKe OHa He OTJISIHYIach, YTOOH
IIPOBEPUTH APYTOT0 aHTeJa-XpaHUTeNs, a TPOCTO mobexkasa, 4YToOs JorHaTh XUPOHa.

"Ornyctu MeHs!" Pelin 3apbidaja, CTUCHYB 3y0Obl U 37100HO I'ISIAs Ha ObSIBOJIA.

"Unu uto?" Benbderop yXMBUIBHYJICS, €T0 30JI0THIE TJ1a3a SIPKO CUSITIUA B CBETEe IPOX0Ta rpoMa
CHapyXku. — X0y4elllb [103BaT CBOETO ITapHs?

Pelin mombiTanachk BBEIPBATE CBOIO PYKY M3 €TI0 XBATKH, HO OH KPEIIKO IepP2Kall €€, XO0TA U HEe HaCTOJIBKO
CHJIBHO, YTOOHRI IIPUYNHUTD en 6o1b. Ell He HPaABHUJIOCh HAXOOUTHCA PAOOM C HUM, II03TOMY OHa HM30
BCE€X CHIJI IIbITaJIaCh BEIPBATHCA OT HETO.

Peiin cy3una riasa u IOAHSA HOTY, YTOOH yIapuTh ero, Ho benbdherop yBUOE 3TO U TOXKE IMOTHSIT
HOT'Y, IIJIaBHO MTapPUPYs €e aTaKy.

YBumes, uTo PeliH ele 6osblie pa3o3yuiac, JIeHUBEIl pagoCTHO 3acMesiyIiCs, KaK OyaTo Halles YTo-
TO, UTO ero 1o3abaBuio.

— I'me T 9TOMY Hayuunac? benbderop moiiMan pyky PeitH, koTopast coOupanach JaTh eMy
TIOIIEYNHY, U iepXkay 00e ee PyKU B OMHOM PYKe, a IPYToil HeXKHO TIafuil ee JIULO.

Peiin B3mporHysa, Korga ero X0JIOAHbE MalbIlkl KOCHYIHUCH ee ek U Mof00poaiKa, U moKadaia
T'0JIOBO#, YTOOR M30aBUTLCS OT €ro MPHUKOCHOBEHHS.

«TBI BHITTISIOUIIL O0JIee 094apoBaTeIbHO, YEM B IIPOIIILIHM Pa3, KOTa Mbl BUAEJIHCE...» PACCESIHHO
cKasaJl OH.

OnHaxo, B TO e caMoe BpeMsi, ObUI OPYTOi I'oJI0C, KOTOPLIH BHE3aNHO B033Basl K benbderopy,
KOTOPBIY OBUT IPOHU3aH HETEPIIEHUEM.

— THI MOXKeIllb TIepecTaTh 9TO OeiaTh? AcMofel mosiBuiac mo3anu benbderopa u 6pocuia Ha HUX
HeOmOOPUTEIbHEIN B3TTISAM, KaK OYOTO OHA TOJILKO YTO Io¥Masta JIeHWBIa, KOTOPHIH CHOBA
npeHebperan cBoell paboToM, 4TO OBITIO HEe TaK YK HEMpPaBUIbHO. — THl BO3LMEIIb €e C HaMu?

OpHako PeilH youBuiIo He MOSBIEHNE OPYTOr0 AbSBOJIA, @ IOIBJIeHNE KOr0-TO 3HAKOMOTO,
BOIIIEe[IIIero Bciien 3a AcMoaeeM.

910 Onina CepeduHa.



Ee OTYYXKIEHHOE BEIPpAXKEHNE JINIla BCTPETUIIOCH C IIPHUCTAJIBHEIM B3I'JIAI0M Peiin, HO BeIbMa
IIpeaIo4iia IIPOUTHOPUPOBATE €€, OrJIAObIBasd KOMHATY.

— Hrtaxk, roe ocTanbHbBIE aHTENB-XpaHUTeNnu? — cupocuiia Cepedrra, CKPECTUB PYKU Ha I'PYLOH,
KOTZla ITpoliljia Yepe3 KOMHATYy ¥ 00HapyXKuila NsaTHa KpoBu Ha 3emiie. KpoBb XupoHa. — TH
npuyuHUI uM 007b? Begpma HaxMypunacs, Tnsaas Ha benbgeropa.

«Wnu, KOHeYHO, HeT», JIeHuBell MpuTSHy Pelin 6111Ke ¥ BMECTO 9TOro 0OHSTI ee, IOTOMY YTO OHA He
IepecTaBajia MBITaThCS IHYTh €ro. «3Ta KPOBb IPUHAAJIEXKUT KEHTaBPy».

"Cepeduna!" PeliH mo3paja BegbMy, a BeJbMa XOIOOHO B3TJIgHYy/Ia Ha Hee. — HerT... He TH ToXe... —
ee T0y10C OBITT e71Ba CIIBIIIIEH IIETIOTOM.

— Y0elt ee, — NErKOMBICIIEHHO CKa3ajla ACMOMied. «3TO COKOHOMUT HAIIle BPEMSI».

"Your ee?" Benbbherop HaKJIOHUI I'OJIOBY ¥ ITOCMOTPe Ha PeliH, TpuKaBIIyIOCsS CIUHOM K eT0
Kpemnkou rpyau. "

AcMmopeli mpaMaTHYHO 3aKaTHIIa Ila3a ¥ yCMeXHYJach. «PaHo MU TIO3MHO OHA yMpPeT. Thl MOXKeIllb
3abparth ee mymy B TapTape, eciii oHa Tebe IeHCTBUTEIHHO HYyKHA».

Benbderop ycmexHyscs, KOrfa ycinblman 3T0. "KTo Xxo4ueT mOUTH Tyna?" a 3aTeM OH II0OCMOTDeJT Ha

Peiin, pa3meinuisas. «MHe OHa HPaBUTCS KUBOY, U s BOCXUILIAIOCH TEM, KakK OHa BOT TakK KPaCHeeT».
OH 1IpoBeJ IasbllaMy 110 IMHUY ee T000POLIKa U ClleTKa YCMeXHyJIcs, Habiogas 3a ee TIETHEIMU
IIOIIBITKAMK OCBOOOIUTHCS eIle pas.

— XBaTHUT C Hel urpath, HaMm nopa upatu. CepedrHa cy3usa riia3a oT 61u3ocTtu Peiin u benbderopa u
OT TOTO0, KaK IbSIBOJI 00BUJI PYKO¥ LIEI0 IEBYIIKHU. «A TO IPUAYT [IOHOBAHBI U YCTPOSIT 3[IECH Xa0C».

— JlapgHO, mapgHo... — IeHuBO ckKal3an benbderop. OH pa3BepHy PeliH U 3aCTaBUII JEeBYIIKY
TIOBEPHYTHCSI K HEMY JIMIIOM, HO HY C TOTO HYU C Cer0 HaKJIOHWUJICS BIIepel ¥ YMOKHYII ee B T'yObl. —
[Touienyi absABONA, — MATKO CKa3ajl OH.

Peiin Oblyia MOTpsiceHa TeM, 4To caesaln bembderop, Ho BHE3aMHO Yy Hee 3aKpyKUJIach TOJI0Ba, ee
3peHue CTAJI0 PACIILIBYATHIM, a €€ TeJI0 CTaJ0 OYeHb CI1abhIM.

OHa He MorIa COIIPOTHUBJIIATECSA COHJIMBOCTH, KOTOPASA BHE3AIIHO 3daCTaBUJIa €€ 3aKPHITh I''Ta3a.

— Yro TH C Heill cuenan?! — cepauto crpocuna CepeduHa, 1 3To OBIIO ITOCTIEOHEE, YTO YCIIBIIIaNa
PeliH, mpexye 4eM ee IPUBETCTBOBAIY B TEMHOTE.
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