[l7151 lepeMOHUY BeCh II0JI TPDOHHOTO 3ajla IPEeBPaTUiIu B 04eHb O0JIbIION, HO HeTTTyOoKul Oacceis,
HaTOJIHEHHBIY NIPOXJIafHOU BOLOMU.

BacceliH OB HaCTONIBKO MEJIKKMM, YTO BOMa fjake He MOoCTaBajla UM [0 LIUKOJIOTOK, KOTTa OHU
BXOMIUIIX B Hero. Y Bce mpuOHIBILIKEe TOCTH OBIIM GOCMKOM, TaK KaK OHU BHIOPOCUIIM CBOIO 00YBb Ha
YJIUIY B CBSI3U C LIEPEMOHUEN.

[ToToMy 4TO 3TO GblsIa CBAIIEHHAS IEPEMOHUS, U OBUIN IIPUTJIAIIEHEl TOIHKO CaMble BaXKHbIE JTIOMIHU.
[TocTOpOHHUM BXOJi Ha MEPONIPHUATHE OBLI 3alpeleH.

Atmocdepa 6binia monHa 6€3MITEXKHOCTU U BEJTMYECTBEHHOTO CIIOKOMCTBUS.

Peiin mepxkasna Topaka 3a PyKy, CTapasiCh He CIIOTKHYThCSI 0 COOCTBEHHOE IIaThe, Moka Topak
IIOMOTal el MOAHATHCSA II0 TPEM KOPOIEeBCKUM CTYIIEHSIM K Ha3HaUYeHHBIM UM MeCTaM, IPSMO PSIAOM
C TPOHAMH KOPOJISL ¥ KOPOJIEBHL. B 3TOM MecTe He OBIJIO BOOHI, TAK YTO, 110 KpalHel Mepe, PeliH He
IIPUIIOCE OB MOYUTH KpPail CBOETO IJIaThsl, B OTJIMYKME OT APYTHUX TOCTEH IO TPOHOM.

Bce roctu Ov1mn OIETEI B CepPhI€ IIIallli IIOBEPX CBOMX KPACOYHEIX OOEXK UJIN IINTaThEeB, U UX
TOPZKECTBEHHEBIE JIMIla, OXKNOAdBIINE IIOSABIIEHUA CBOEen 6y;[y11l€f1 KOPOJIEBHI, TOJIBKO IIPpHOAaBAJIA
CBSIIIIEHHON nepeMOHNHn 00JIbINe CIIOKOMCTBHUS. KOMHATa HAlOIHMUIIACh FapMOHH‘{HOfI THUIITAHOM.

Opnako Korma PeitH u Topak moOpanuch M0 CBOMX MECT, OHA MOHSJIA, YTO YTO-TO He TaK. OHa OBICTPO
orjsgpena KOMHATy u oOHapyXkuia, 4To Kelicu u Xoyn HUTe He BUHO.

[Tme Ketic u Xoymn?] PeitH MBICTIEHHO CBsi3ajia Topaka, IIOTOMY 4TO UM ObLIO HeynoOHO U3aBaTh 3BYK
B 9TOY THXOM KOMHATe.

[OHu He OyOyT IPUCYTCTBOBATH Ha IlepeMoHuHu.] TOpak OTBETHII €i U ITOMOT PeliH cecTh Ha CBOe
MeCTO, COeJlaHHOe U3 KoxXu 0esoro amebacTpa.

[[Touemy?] PeliH B 3aMeliaTeIbCTBE ITIOCMOTpPEa Ha CBOIO Imapy. [[ToueMy oHUM He IPUOYT Ha
1epeMonui0? I'me oHu?]

Peitn BcmoMHMIIa, Kak X0y Obljla 04eHb B3BOJIHOBaHA 3TUM COObITHEM. [10 TpaBae roBops, oHa Oblyia
naxke 0ojiee BOCTOPXKEHHOM, yeM Jlaak, ¥, KOHeYHO xXe, PeliH He oueHb /100MIIa HAXOIUThCS B
3TOM mogHoM MecTe. K cuacTrio, BHUMaHUe 9TUX JIIofel OBIO He Ha Hel.

[OHu mominu ee UCKaTh.] — 0TBeTUN Topak, CxKUMas ee PyKy, YTOOBI YCIIOKOUTb.

[KT0?] Ho emie mo Toro, Kak BOIIpOC OKOHYATENIbHO C(HOPMUPOBAJICS B €€ T0JIoBe, PeliH cpa3y ke
[orajianack, KOTO OHU HIMYT.



"Tlouemy Onl TeOe He CMEHUTH MTaThe?" Kelic moxkasoBascs, KOoraa yBUIes, 4To X0yIl 3afiupaeT
naThe, CTapasich He HACTYIUTh Ha HETO BO BpeMs Oera.

"MHe HpaBUTCSA 3TO IiaThe!" Xoyn IocMoTpesia Ha Hero, ¥ Kelc MOr TOJIBKO B3[MOXHYTh U 3aMefJIUTh
CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN TeMII, YTOOBI COOTBETCTBOBATH ee. « MHl He ToiIeM Ha [IePeMOHHUI0, 110 KparHeH
Mepe, [TI03BOJIb MHE HaCIagUuThCs 3TUM».

Ycneimas ato, Ketic 4To-T0 6€CCBSI3HO IIPOBOPYA.

910 Onina He ero umesi. OH OB ITpaB, YTO MPEAIOKHUI 3TO, HO, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, X0y PeIInia He
IIPUCYTCTBOBATh Ha IlePEMOHUY, IIOTOMY YTO 04eHb BOITHOBanach 3a Cepeduny.

OpHako IoYyeMy OHa He MOTJIa CMEHHUTH IJIaThe Ha 4To-To Oonee ymobHoe? He To uToOn Cepeduna
Opomuia Mo 3aMKy, 4TOOH 00JIErYUTh UM ee IIOMMKY, IIOTOMY YTO elle [IBa OHS Ha3amd, Koraa
Ha4aJKCh HACTOSIIKE TPUTOTOBJIEHNS, OHA UCYe3JIa OTTy/a.

BenbMa HeHaBHIea I[BETH, U TEIepb BeCh 3aMOK OBIN yChIIaH uMu. KoHeuHo, ee TaM He OymeT, Kak
OynTo Bech HaOOp meKOpalui KOJIEKTUBHO UCIILITHIBAET €€ TePIeHue.

Tem He MeHee, OHU 3Ha/IM UCTUHHYIO IPUUNHY HCcUe3HOBeHUS CepepuHEl, 1 UMEHHO I03TOMY X0y
X0TeJjla HaWTH ee.

«3Haelb, MBI MOXXEM BEPHYThCST B 3aMOK, €CJIA ThI HEHCTBUTENIBHO X0UEIllh YBUAETh IIEPEMOHUIO», —
ckasasn Kelic, HaXMypHBIIUCH €llle CUJIbHee TIpY Bufe ee 0eCKOHEeYHOM 60pPHOLI CO BCeM HapsmoM.
XOyTI ¢ TPYOOM CITPAaBUIIACh CO CBOMM IIJIaTHEM.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH IIPHUCEJI ¥ PA30PBaJI ee [0 JOIbIKKH, YTOOLI 00JIerYUTh ee JIBUKEHHe.

"Aaaa!! Xoyn B3BU3rHya u ygapuna Keic no nnedy. «4to ThI fenaemis!? Tsl UCTIOPTUII MHE IJ1aThe!»

Keiic BcTanm u 0TOPOCHII OCTABIIYIOCS TKaHb, KOTOPYIO OH pa3opsas. "He rnynu!" oH 1eTOHBKO yaapuil
Xoyr1 1o ronose. «ECu T X04Yellb IOUTH Ha BeYEPUHKY, MHI ToiieM. Ho ecu Thl X04elb
no3abotuthcs 0 Cepedune, TH He MOXKEITh HOCUTh 9TO», — CTporo cka3san Keiic. MHorma Xoym Bena
ce0s Tak IO-IeTCKH, YTO OBLIO TPYOHO IOHSTh XOJ €€ MBICIIEH.

— He cepnuch, — 3axubiKana Xoymn. OHa Opocuiach Ha HETro U KpemKo 0OHsIJIa CBOIO ITOJIOBUHKY.

U camoe riaBHOe OBITIO; OHA 3HaJIa, Kak YCIIOKOUTE €TI0 THEB BCSIKUU Pa3, KOraa OH 3JIUJICA Ha ee
TIIyIIbIE OelCTBUS.



H3masieKa OHM MOTJIX CJIBIIATE 3BYKH KOJIOKOJIOB CO BCEX YeTHIpex GallleH B YeTHPeX HaIpaBIeHHUsIX.
I[TepBEIi 3BYK YKA3BEIBAJI HA TO, YTO KOPOJIE€BA HAIIPABJIAETCS K TPOHHOMY 3ajIy, YTOOBI BCTPETUTh
CBOETO CyIpyra.

"Xopomo", Keiic mormagum ee o royioBe, u XOyI TJIYI0 YXMbIIbHYIack. OHU CHOBa no0exasu HCKaTh
Cepeduny nocine HeGOIBIIOTO (GUACKO.

"Bl yBepEHEI, YTO 3TO TakK?" XOyII OTJIgfesnach, KOrga OHU NOCTUTIIM MeCTa, I'ie HU4ero He OBIIo
BUIIHO, KPOMe OOJIBIIIOTO KOTMYECTBA BEICOKUX IEPEBBEB.

«XM, 3[ech 5 YYBCTBYIO €€ 3allax CUiIbHee», — cKasan Kelc u yciblmran, Kak Xoyn mpo6opMoTara
YTO-TO BPOfE; 'Tak jerde’.

OJIHaKO IIPpSAMO B 3TOT MOMEHT OHH YCJIBIIIAJIX JOBOJIEHO T‘pOMKI/IfI B3PEIB.

"Yro 310?" XOyn HaXMypHuIach. 3BYK IIeJ C TOX CTOPOHEI, TTle YyBCTBOBaiCA 3anax CepeduHsl, 1 OH
MOT 03HaydaTh TOJIBKO OfHO; BegbMa Obljla IPUYKUHOM 3BYKa B3PhIBA.

«$l He 3HaI0, HO 3TO OIpefeIeHHO He Ka3al0Ch Y4eM-TO XOPOILINM», — Pa3fipaxeHHo cKka3an Keiic.
Cepeduna neitanace ckedb Bech jec? "Ilongem." Kelic cxBaTum X0oym 3a PyKy ¥ yCKOPUII IIar.

Keticy He HyKHO OBLIIO 03By4MBaTh TO, YTO OBLUIO Y HETO HA yMe, IIOTOMY 4TO ¥ XOYII ObLIX Te XKe
MBICIIY, YTO U Y HETO.

HeticTtButensHo, CepedrHa He Obllla caMbIM HOOPHIM CYIIECTBOM, KOTOPOe KOorma-Tu0o BCTpedasa
Xoyt, HO OHa BHMENa B BeObMe KOTro-To 00jiee OIM3KOT0 /sl Hee MaTepH, IIOCKOJIBKY OHAa He 3Hala
CBOIO CEMBIO.

Keiic creéxuncs, korga Xoyn pacckasaa eMy CBoio IpuurHy. OH cKa3an, 94To y X0yl MypallKy 110
KOXKe, I0TOMY YTO OHa Morja ayMath o CepeduHe Kak 0 MaTepy, BegbMa Oblsia faneKko 0T STOH

GUTYDHL

Bonee toro, umenno CepedurHa u JlaHa 3a60TUIKCH 0 Hel C TeX IOp, KakK OHa Oblia ellje MIafeHIEM,
korpma Keiicy mpuriock 6exkaTh oT mofel [[xkeapeka, KOTOpble XOTEeIN ero MoMMaTh.

OpHako o0a OHM OOUHAKOBO O0ECIIOKOMIIKCH 0 HeH. JlaHa Toxe Onlyia OBl 37eCch, YTOOBI UCKATh
Cepeduny, ecnu 6bI He IOTOMY, YTO OHA ObI/Ta CIIUIIKOM cja0a, YTOOLI UCKATh ee.

Houb nepen cBagb00#, Korga OHU coOpasich BMECTe B TPAKTUPE, YTOMHUJIA €€ U 3acTaBUlla
XOPOIIEHBKO OTIOXHYTE.

[ToaTOMy 3HaHKE TOTO, Uepe3 4To ceryac npoxoaut CepedrHa, oueHb 06eCIIOKOUIO0 UX 000UX.
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