H}KenpeK CTOSAJI B OOMHOYECTBE IO JIYHHBIM CBETOM IIOCPEOHN OBOPA, YyBCTBYs, KaK BETED JIaCKAET
€ro KOXYy M pa3BE€BAET IIJIalll. Houn Oblia oueHs 6e3MsaTexHoi. OH 3adaBaJiCAd BOIIPOCOM, 6YJI€‘T JIX OH
YyBCTBOBAThb cebs Tak yepes OBa OHsA, KOrga COCTOUTCHA 6pa‘-IHaH IIepeMOHHUA.

OmHako U cedyac OH YyBCTBOBaJ ceOst He B CBOEH TapejKe, B MPOTHBOPEYUH CBOETO OKPYKEHMUS.

Ero nmocnenuuit pasroBop ¢ 6paThsIMU OEHCTBUTENILHO OCTABIJI OOJIBIIYIO IYCTOTY B €T0 CepAlle, XOTS
OH ¥ CTapaJiCs He IOKa3hIBaTh 9TOTO Ha JIMIE, HO OH He MOT He JyMaTh, IPaBUJIBHO JIK OH CKa3as?
Wy OH CKa3aJl 3TO HEMPABUIILHO, U OHU HEBEPHO 3TO MCTOIKOBAJIH.

Ixemnpek comnrain Ovl, ecyii OB CKa3asl, YTO ero He OECIIOKOUT, YTO IIOOYMAIOT ero 6paThs MOCHe TOTO,
YTO OH CKa3aJl.

OH yCMexXHYJICs, KoTa MoHsT 3T0. OH He [OMKeH Tak ceGst YyBCTBOBATh, 0COOEHHO MTOCIIe TOTO, KaK
oH oOpalancs ¢ HUMX BO BpeMs UX Pa3NlyKH, ¥ KaK OH W3rHai Topaka U3 9TOTO LIapCTBa, 3aCTaBUII
€ro CO3IaTh CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO CTal0, ITOTOMY 4TO [IKeOpeK He XOTeJsI, YTOOB OH OCTABaJICS B TOM K€
3aMKe, Iie OyIlla UX YMEepIIero 0Tia KOHTPOJIMPOBAsa ero pelleHue.

Kpowme Toro, [Ixxempek xoTes, 4ToOw Y Topaka Oblyla COOCTBEHHAS CHITa, JIIOOU, KOTOPHIM OH MOT
IOBEPSTh.

— Yro TH 37€Ch Aenaelnib? — crpocun [Keapek, faxe He I0BepHYBLINCh. HeCKOIbKO MUHYT Ha3af
OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJ ee mpucyTcTBue. OH OyMas, YTo OHa GPOCUT ero, ¥ OH MIPUTBOPUTCS, YTO €€
HUKOTHA He OBbIJIO PSI0M, HO OHAa OCTAJIach.

"Yro Tebs 6ecrokout?" CepeduHna momkHa Oblsla 3HATh, YTO HE MOXKET CIPSTATLCS OT HETO, HO OHa
He CMOTJIa 3aCTaBUThL ce0st YUTH OT HEro, KOTHa yBUAesa, Kak [IKeapeK 4yBCTBOBAI Ce0s
[I0aBJIEHHEIM B JaHHLIM MOMEHT.

Bup ero cuuHEBI OBIT TAKUM OOMHOKKUM, 4TO CepedrHa He MOTJIa OCTAaBUTh €T0 B IIOKOE.

«MHoroe», — IIpU3Hal H}KenpeK. — CImcok MOKHO IIPOAOOJIZKATh €Ille OBd OHs, — IIPEYBEJINYEHHO
CKa3aJl OH, HO Cepe(bI/IHa He CMEETCAd U HE HaCMeXaeTCs Hal HUM.

B03MO0XKHO, OH IIPOCTO TOBOPHUII IIPABTY.

I>XempeK ycibIman cinabril 3ByK Imaros CepeduHb 1 OHA MOAONITa K HeMy. OIHAKO OH He
TIOIIEBEJIUIICS U He 00epHYJICs, YTOOB YBUAETH €€, II0Ka BebMa He OKa3ajach epey HUM.

«4T10-TO Bac OecrnokouT». ITo OBITIO0 yTBEPKAEHNE, a He Bonpoc. CepedrHa BHUMATEIHHO
TIOCMOTPesIa Ha [[2KefipeKa U MO4YyBCTBOBaa OYeHb 3HAKOMOE CTOMYECKOE BhIpaXKeHHUe JIUIIa,
KOTOpOe OH ceiyac Hocun. Ee cepaiie 6orerno 3a Hero.



«MeHSI TOCTOSTHHO 4YTO-TO 6€CIIOKOUT», — mpu3Hancs [Ixkenpek. OH CMOTPeNI Ha KEHIIUHY, KOTOPYIO
mo6un. YenoBek, KOTOPHIN TPUUYMHUII €My CTOJIBKO 60711 1 GpOCUIT ero, KOoTa OH O0JIblile BCETO B Hel
HYXK[ascs.

CHOBa TOMYJT XOJIOMHKIM BETED, 3alllypIai BETKAMU U IMCThSIMU, HO ObII0O HEIOCTATOYHO XOJIOTHO,
yTOOBI JBOE JTIOfIeH UCKAJIU YKPBITHE.

Cepeduna npotsaHyna pyku. OHa He [onKHa Oblsla ieflaTh 3TOT0 ¥ CHOBA YCJIOXKHSAThH OTHOIIEHUS
MeXKIy HUMH, HO OHa He MOTJIa Hu4ero ¢ coboii nmopenath. OHa X0TeJla IPUKOCHYTHCS K HEMY.

CKOIBKO BpeMEeHH IIPOIIJIO C TeX 0P, KaK OHa B ITOC/IeOHUM pa3 Kacanach ero? CKOJIbKO BpeMEHH
IIPOIIJIO C TEeX IIOP, KaK OHHU B MOCJIEMHUI Pa3 Pa3roBapuBaIu MOmo0HEIM 00pa3oM? Bpems mponeTreno
Tak OvIcTpO, U CepedrHa He YyBCTBOBAJa ce0s KUBOH.

OmHako, Ipexe YeM KOHYUKY ee MasbIlleB CMOTJIH KOCHYThCS ero, [[xkempek OLICTPO YBEPHYIICS, He
IIpepHIBasi 3PUTEIBHOT0 KOHTAKTa C Hel. B ToM, Kak OH MOCMOTpe Ha Hee, OBITIO MpenyIpexaeHue,
u CepedrHa IPeKpPacHO 9TO MOHSIIA.

BengpMa ropbKo paccMesiyiach U OMyCTHIA PYKy. — [TOHSATHO, — MSATKO CKa3asia OHA. « MBI OTHaIuIINCh
IPYT OT ApyTa».

«Tebe cnemoBano 0XKUOATh 3TOT0, Pa3 YK THI yIIJIa, He CKa3aB HU CJI0Ba», — [IKepeK MOMILITalICs
TOBOPUTH Oe3pa3In4HO, HO 60Jb B €T0 rojioce Oblyia OIlyTUMa.

«Tebe cnemoBano 0XKUOATh 9TOT0, Pa3 YK Thl YTO-TO CKPHIBAJI OT MeHs», — Bo3pa3uiia Cepeduna.
Ona Obl He IIOIIIJIA B IePEBHIO aHTEJIOB, YTOOHI U3IUTH CBOW THEB, U He Onlna Ovl yOuTa, eciu Obl He
OblTa OYeHb 371a Ha HEr0 B TO BPeMs.

I>XKegpeK Hayas 4YTO-TO CKPHIBATE OT Hee,  CepeduHe 3T0 HE mMOHPaBUIoCh. OCOGEHHO, KOTTa OHa
3HaJIa, YTO 9TO OLIIO YTO-TO OUEeHb OOJIBIIOE, YTO 3aHMMAJIO €T0 BPEMS ¥ MBICTIH.

— ThI He TOHUMaEMIb, — C COXKaleHHeM CKa3all H}KenpeK.

Cepeduna Bcerna Obla yrpsiMa 1 He 00uiTa, KOT[la ee OCTaBIIsANIY B HeBeeHUH, HO [[xKepek He
OBLI TOTOB pa3[eIuTh ero OpeMs B TO BPeEMS, a Y BEIbMEI He XBaTUJIO TEPIIEHUS JOKOAThCS, IT0Ka OH
OTKPOEeTCS.

HukTo He Mor OBITH OOBHHEH B 9TOM [iejie, HO 9TO MPUYUHMIIO TaK MHOTO Bpefa UM 000MM.

— OOmBsicHUTE MHE, — CTHCHYIa 3yOrl CepedrHa. BHe3anHo eii cTano jerde, KOrja OHa TOCKOBAaJja 1o
HeMy, HO He MorJjia OBITh C HUM, BMECTO TOT0, UYTOOH BUAETh Pa304apoBaHNe B TeX KPaCUBBIX T'OTyObIX
TJ1a3aX, KOTOpPHE OHa JII00uIa.



— CKaxu MHe, TToYeMy THI yita? — 0e3 KonebaHuw cupocun Ixempek. OgHako, KOrfa OH
IIOCMOTPEIT Ha ee peaklirio, OH Cpa3dy MOHSJI, YTO He MOIYYUT Hy>KHOT'O0 eMy OTBeTa. — THl He
MOZKeIlIb OTBETUTD Ha 3TO.

Cepeduna omyctuia rojosy. Kakoe-To BpeMsi 0Ha He MOTJIa 3aCTaBUTh CeOs ITOCMOTPETh eMY B
riasa.

"9T0 He MOXKeT OBITh IOMOYb, He TaK MU?" — MATKO cKa3asl [[xKeapek U IPOTSHY PYKY, YTOOHI
IIOTJIaOUTh €€ BOJIOCHL. «$l HUKOrga He gyMaJl, 4YTO MBI OKaKeMCs B TAaKOU CUTyaluu».

CepeduHa mpukycua ry0y ¥ HacjaaXkaanaach er0 MPUKOCHOBEHUEM.

«JepeMoHUS cllapuBaHUs COCTOUTCS Yepes ABa OHSI», — COOOUIMI OH el. «CKaxu MHe, eClu g
IPUMY HEeIpaBUIIbHOE pelleHue». [[KepeK MOMbITaNCs OnpaBaaThcs, naB CepeduHne MoCnegHUN
IIaHC CKa3aTh eMy IIpaBay.

Ho korpa BembMa IOAHSTIA TOJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTpPeEJIa Ha HEro, OHa MATKO YIBIOHY/Iach U oKadasa
ronoBou . "HeT, TH IpUHUMAaEIIL IpaBUIbHOE pemieHue. [103apaBsio BaC JBOUX.

— Cmacubo, — x0710HO CcKa3as [IKepeK U OIyCTHUII PyKY.

— Hy BoT u Bce, — CepeduHa yCIIOKOUIa CBOE CEPAlle, TIOTEPSIB €0 MPUKOCHOBeHNe. — MOXKHO Tebs
00HaTh? [TocnenHee 00bsATHE, — APA3HSLUIMM TOHOM CIIPOCHUIA OHA, PACKHUHYB 00e PYKH, HO 3ByK ee
coOCTBEHHOTO I'0JI0Ca 3By4aJl KaJIKo [lake B ee yIax.

Opnako JIKenpek chenan Imar Hasaj, u3beras ee.

— o ceupanus, Cepeduna. Koponb cerka KUBHYI U U3BUHUJICS, OH [laXKe He 00€pHYJICS, YCIIbIIIaB
TUXYE BCXJIUIIBI OCTABIIEHHOM UM KEHIIUHEI.
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