— ThI mpocHyack, — Jlalnak MoI0XKuIa KHUTY B PYKY U BCTajla C IJTIOIIEBOT0 Kpeciia, Ha KOTOPOM
cupesna HeCKOJIbKO YacoB.

3a OKHOM COJIHIIE TIOYTH CEJI0, ¥ OBCSIHKA B MUCKeE, IpeJHa3HaYeHHO Ayis [IxKepekKa, OCTHUIa,
IIOTOMY YTO KOpOJIb OBIJT 6€3 CO3HAHHUS IIOCJIE CBOETO MocaeqHero 605 ¢ MakCHMYyCOM.

I>XeopeK IPUIIYPUII I'7la3a U MOMIBITAJICS MOIIEeBETUThCS, HO 3aCTOHAJ. ETo Tenmo 610 0ueHb
cnabriM, Kak Oy[TO OH He KCII0Ih30BaJl ero Tak Joiro. "HYTo cly4unoch?" — CIIPOCUII OH CyX0. B
ropiie OBIIO OmIyIneHue, OYOTO OH TOJIBKO YTO CHEJI ITECOK.

Jlaiiyak mopoIIia CO CTAKaHOM BOIH B PyKe U ceJla Ha Kpad KpoBaTH psmoM ¢ HuM. OHa ITOMOorja
IxenpeKy MOAI0KKUTh MOAYIIKY 3a €r0 CIIMHOM, YTOOLI OH MOT IMUTh BOMY, HE 3a[IbIXasiCh.

«Tol youn Makcumyca, HO, IT0OX03Ke, OH YTO-TO CHeJIajl ¢ TOOOH mepes cMepThio». Jlaknak
noamepxkaia [IKeapeka 3a IIe0 ¥ IOMOTJIa eMy HAllUThCS.

I>KeOpeK JIerko moimars 1 Mo4yBCTBOBaI ce0si HEMHOTO JIy4Ille, KOT/ia X0JIOfHas Bofa YBIaxKHUIa
€ero nepecoxiiee ropio. — YTo OH cHaesan co MHOU?

— IIpoknsiTue, — KOPOTKO OTBeTHUIIa Jlauax.

— HeB03M0XKHO, — yCTas0 B30OXHYJ OH, OTKUHYB I'0JIOBY Ha NONYLIKY. «IIpOKNIAThHEe HE NEelCTBYyeT Ha
KpoBb [loHOBaHa». BOT nouyemMy OHU CTaJld KOPOJIEBCKOU CEMbel, IOMUMO CBOEU CUJIBI, IIOTOMY YTO
OHU OB 0COOEHHBIMHY.

«Ho Tak oHO u 6b1710». JIalinak ocTaBUjIa IMyCTOM cTakaH 00paTHO Ha CTOJ PSIAOM C KpoBaThio. «To
JKe caMoe TIPOKJISITHE, YTO U y TBOero OpaTa».

[>Xeopek OTKPHII I'Jla3a ¥ ycTaBuicd Ha Jlaunak. «Keuca». OH BCIOMHUJI, YTO IIOCIETHUMU
HOBOCTSIMU, KOTOPHIE OH Imojryuusi o Keiice, Oblu; OH OBUT paHeH U3-3a BCTPe4Yu ¢ MaKCUMyCOM, HO
eMy yOaJoch yoexkaTh OT Hero ¥ 4yTh He YOUTh reHepasa. ITo OblsIo ToToMy, 4To Keiic ObIT CTUIIKOM
no6p, eOMHCTBEHHOE, YTO IIOMeIIajo eMy youtb MakcuMyca u cracyo [[Kenpeka oT paboTs. —
OTKygna TH 3Haelb 00 3ToM?

— HToH cKa3anm MHe, — YeCTHO cKa3asa Jlaiiak.

H}KenpeK, oX0xKe, Obl/Ia He 0YeHb Pafda 3TO CIBIIIATE, ocobeHHO Korga Jlalinak CHOBa 3aroBopuiia.

— 4 BrI3Bana nenuTenbHULy. OHa OBINIa 37eCh, KOTa TH elre cral... — Jlumnak o6opBan
IpeIoKeHue,

«MHe He HyXeH IIeJINTeNIb», — MPAYHO cKa3an [IKeapek, TS Ha CBOIO mapy.



TeMm He MeHee, Jlaiiiak Bce paBHO IPOJOJIKUIa CBOM cloBa. «OHa He 3HaJa, 0T KaKOT'0 IIPOKJISATUS
TH CcTpafaemtb. KaxeTcs, paHbl Ha TBOel CIIMHE He 3aXKUBAIOT fJaxe celdac». ee 6poBU
HaXMYPUJTUCE.

Jlalinak BCIIOMHUNA, Kak [IKeOpeK pyxHy/a y Hee Ha KOJIeHsX rocyie OuTBe ¢ MakcuMycoM. CHavana
OHa ImogyMasa, 4To [I2KefpeK IpoCTo yCcTall, HO OHa 00HapyXuia paHy Ha ero ClKHe, KOTha
nepeofieBaa B TOT MOMeHT, Korga Topnodd u ViToH momornu el BepHyTh [IKefpeKa B er0 KOMHATY.

Y KaK HYM CTPAHHO, PaHHl HE 3aXKUIHU TaK, KaK MOJIKHEI OBITH.

«$1 mompocuna MToHa MOXOPOHUTH TeJlo Makcumyca u cooburumna ero npusteso. OH MPUTOBOPEH K
CMEepPTHOM Ka3HM 3a U3MeHYy», — coobuuna emy Jlanmaxk.

«THI cYacT/IvBa UrpaTh CBOIO POJIb IIPABUTEJIA, TOKA 51 €3 CO3HaHHUS, He TakK Iu?» [[xKeapek
ycMexHyscs Jlaumnaxk.

Kakoe-To BpeMs Jlaliyiak He oTBedajia eMy, OHa ITOfI0K/ala, oka [IKefipek rnepecrtaHeT 6pocaTh Ha
Hee NpeHeOpeXKUTETbHBIN B3TTISI U BHIPaKEHHE ero JIMIla CTaHeT CePhe3HEIM.

«f He cyacTIMBa UrpaTh CBOIO POJIb IIpaBUTENS. £ Urpaio CBOI POJIb TBOEU MOAPYTH, JIyHEI
JIUKAHTPONOB». JIalJlaK YeTKO IPOU3HOCHIIa Kaxkoe cioBo. OHa XxoTesa, YTOOH 39TO CJIOBO ITPOHUKIIO
B XOJIOHOe cepple [Kegpeka U 3aCTaBUJIO €T0 IIOHATH, YTO OH [IOJIKEH IepecTaTh OTTAJIKUBATh ee.
«TBI CKa3as MHe Ilepeq TeM, Kak [0TepsiyI CO3HaHUe MPOIIION HOUbI0: HUKOMY HE BEPh».

IIKempeK cKasas 3TO ABAXKOHI, IPexXe Y4eM 3aKpHITh I1a3a. OJHaKO OH He ITOMHMII, YTOOBI TOBOPHII
YTO-TO IIOmoOHOe.

«f He TOMHIO», — OTBETUI [IKenpex.

«ITOMHHIIG THI 3TO MUJIX HET, TBOE IIONCO3HAHKE BCErma HalloOMUHaeT Te0e, 4YTO Thl He B 0€30MaCHOCTH
maXke B COOCTBEHHOM 3aMKe».

2Ku3Hb 1of 0gHOM KPHIIIEH CO CBOMM BparoM Obljla CAMBIM CTPALIHEIM KOIIMapoM, U [IKeapek KUl B
TaKOU CUTyalluu BeKaMu. He 3HaJ, KOMy OeUCTBUTENIBHO MOXKHO J0BEPSTh. [IocTaBbTE BCEX HA
PACCTOSTHHAU BHITSHYTOM PYKH, YTOOLI OHM HE MOTJIM IIOOOUTH OCTATOYHO OJIM3KO, YTOOH
IPUKOHYUTH Bac. COH C ODHUM OTKPHITHIM I'1a30M. Pa3Be 3T0 He ObIJIO OUeHb YTOMUTENIBHO?

Jlaii;mak o4eHb CTapajiach ero MOHSATh, HO ¥ ToxKe HYXKHO ObIJI0, YTOOH OH COTPYOHUYAIT.

«WTak, moueMy s fHomkeH HoBepATh Tebe? [TIoToMy 4TO TH MOs napa?» [IKegpeK CepauTo IOCMOTpe
Ha Jlaliniak, OH BCe ellle yIPsIMO JeMOHCTPUPOBaJ e CBOU 3MOILUY U BCerga UCII0Ib30BaJl CTpax u
nogpa3yMeBasl CJI0Ba, YTOOBI 3aCTaBUTh UX AEePXKaThCS OT HETO MOfasibllle, BKIo4as Jlaiinaxk.



«IToToMy 4TO 51 TBOS mapa. [I0TOMy 4TO THI 3HaeIllb, YTO MOXKEIllb MHE NOBepSATh». Jlaiinak
coTrjlacuiach ¢ HUM. «B BaleM ysi3BUMOM COCTOSTHMH BBl OoBepsieTe MHe. [loueMy BH He [OBepsieTe
MHe ceiyac? Bel MOXeTe mepecTaTh CpaXxKaThCsA B OOUHOUYKY, BIEPEOU HaC XKOET BOMHA, 3a KOTOPYIO
MBI OyIeM cpaxaThCsi. BaM He Hy>KHO TPaTHUTb CBOIO S3HEPTHI0, YTOOH CpaXkaThCs co MHOM. 4 Tebe He
Bpar».

IIxxenpeKy He HPABUJIOCH 3TO CJIBIIIATH, HO OH CJIMIIKOM yCTasl, 4YTOOBl cefyac CiopuTh ¢ Jlainaxk.

«41 pam, 4TO THI TaKas CHUCXOOUTENbHAS.  gyMmalo, TH 3a0biia, 4To g youn Tebst MHOTO JIeT Ha3aq, a
HeJaBHO s TOMEeCTUJI Tebs Ha TOfl B MUD MIITIO3UK». [[;KeapeK CHOBA HAaIlOMHMII €H ¥ CTasl XKIaTh
BCIIBIIIIKY T'HeBa Jlainax.

TeMm He MeHee, OHa 3TOTO0 He chenana. Jlaimak cMoTpena Ha [I>Keopeka, He TOBOPS HU CJIOBa, HO TO,
KakK ee rjla3a CMOTPeJIU Ha Hero, Kak OyTo OHa CMOTpeJjia Ha MajlbyrKa,

AHTGH-XpaHI/ITeJIb BRITTIANE]I YCTAJIBIM, TJIAO4 Ha CBOIO ITapy, U II0 KaKOH-TO IIpu4YnHe H}KenpeK
YyBCTBOBaJla cebst BHHOBATHM, YTO CHOBd U CHOBa OTBEPraeT €e€.

— Tebe HYKHO OTHOXHYTb, — CKa3aja Jlaiiak u BCTala.

CepedwuHa IITa IO pa3BaauHaM IIeHTpa ropofa ¥ CMOTpesia B He6o, moYyepHeBIlee OT AbIMa U Iella
TOPSIIIUAX TOMOB.

Osa cnplmana o0 KaTacTpode, CIy4uBILIECS B 3TOM rOpofie, ¥ 0 BopoTax TapTapa, KOTOpPEIE
OTKPHIIUCH IIPSIMO B 3aMKe.

[ToTpe6oBanoch OBl HECKOIBKO THEH, YTOOR MoOPaThCs [0 I0KHOTO PeTHOHA, HO KaXKABIX IIar,
KOTOPBIY OHA [ieJiaa, Obl71 OYeHb TPYOHEIM.

Ha cepare C Kaxaou CGKYHJIOfI CTAaHOBHIJIOCH TsAXKeEIJIEE...
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