— Kak koponb? — cnpocun CebacThbsiH, yBUAeB, Kak Jlaiimak BeIIIa U3 oKoeB Koposs.

[Tocnemuuit HOUHOM 60¥ OB M3BECTEH BCEM B 3TOM 3aMKe, U Telo MakcuMyca OblI0 COXKKEHO, OH
ObLT HA3BaH IIpeJaTeeM U YMep 3a TO, YTO OPOCHUI BRI30B MO3ULKH anbgel. Ero moppyre cooOmumy,
¥ OHA XOTeJIa BCTPETUTHCS C KOPOJIEM, YTOOH Y3HATh, YTO UMEHHO ITPOU30IILIO.

B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, €T'0 CYIPyra OTCYTCTBOBAJIa IIeJIbli IO 10 IPHKA3y KOPOJIs, HO KaK TOJIBKO OH
BEPHYJICS, TIepBast HOBOCTb, KOTOPYIO OHA MOJIy4MyIa, 3aK/I0Yanach B TOM, YT0 MakcuMyca Ka3HUIH
3a U3MEHY.

OHa 3acnyxuBajia 00bICHEHUS, KOTOPOTO XOTeJIa, HO C 9TUM CJeAyeT IMOO0XKIaThk, IIOTOMY YTO IIPSMO
ceiiyac HyKHO ObIJIO T03a6OTUTHCS O IPYTOM BazKHOM feie.

«OH BCe ellle BOCCTaHaBIUBAETCA II0OCIIE TpaBM», — OTBETHIIA Jlanmnax.

"9T0 HeBO3MOXKHO!" — KpukHYyN Kaiin. «Kak paHa Moryia He 3aXKUTh faXke 3a OOHY HOub? MEI He
Takue, Kak ThI», — CKa3aJl OH C HaCMEeIIKOH, IIansd Ha Jlannaxk.

Bort u cHoOBa.

Jlaiimak geiCTBUTENIbHO He MOTJIa IIOHSTh 9TOT'0 BHICOKOPOOHOTO JIMKaHa, KOTOPHIY AyMai 00 aHTese-
XpaHHUTEese TaK HU3KO, KaK TOJILKO MOT, KOT'la IIpaBa roBOpuiia UM 00paTHOe.

HaBepHoe, Tak Bcerga ¥ TOBOPUIIM; BH MOTJIM ITOOEIUTH WX, HO 3aBOEBATh UX yBazKeHUe ObII0 COBCEM
IpPYTUM.

«$1 oYeHb pafia Y3HATh, YTO MBI HE TaKue Ke». Jlaiylak OTBETHIIA TEM XKe TOHOM, uTo u Kaiin. «4d
X04y, 4TOOHI KTO-HUOYOb IIO3BOHUII JIYYIIIEMY LIETUTEIIO B TOPOIE».

Jlaiinak Habmomana 3a CebactbssHoM, Kaliim 1 Yopiiok maxke He IIOIIEBEIUINCH CO CBOEH MO3UIINH,
OHMU flaXke Beu ce0s Tak, KaK Oy[ATO HUYEro He CIIBIIIANIY.

- Thl, - JIalylak KUBHYJIAa OXPAaHHUKY, CTOSIBIIEMY HeflaJIeKo OT Kamephl. «[1030BUTe TydIlero
LIeJIUTENISI B TOPOLE».

Ecnu Tpoe U3 HUX OBUIM CITUIIKOM CaMOHAaesHHBI, YTOOH IIOOUUHSATHCS IIPUKa3aM, Torpa Jlaimak
OTHaBasla IPUKa3bl KOMY-TO APYTroMy. Y Hee He ObIJIO BpEMEHH U TePIIeHUs, YTOOB CIIPABUTHCS C UX
TPyOBIM OTHOIIEHUEM.

«OH He OymeT nogunHATHCS Tebe. OH KOpoJieBcKast cTpaxka». Ce6acThsiH YeTKO IIPOU3HOCHUIT KAKI0e
CII0BO, Kak 6ynTo eciu OBl OH 3TOrO He menal, Jlaiiak He cMoryia Obl ero IOHST.



Kpaewm rna3za Jlaitnak yBupesa, Kak YopsoK u Kaiil yXMbIUIbHYIUCh, HO aHTeNl-XPaHUTEIbh TOXKE
yNBIOHYTACk.

Jlaiimak CBepKHYJIa TEIJION X HeXKHOM yIbIOKOM, Korfa ropopunia. «Torga oH HU OT KOTO He OyneT
MOMYMHSATHCS». JIailaK IPHUCTAIbHO ITIOCMOTPEeIa Ha OXPaHHUKA. «3HAEIb U Thl, YTO ST IIOMOIITHUK
KOpOoJs ¥ TBOos OyAayiast KoposieBa? Thl 3Ha€lllb, UTO CIIYYUIIOCH C TEMU, KTO HEe TTOMUMHUIICS
npssMoMy npuka3y?» OHa TOXKe ITOCMOTpela Ha TPeX TeHepasioB.

— 4 Halimy 1enuTeNs, Ballla CBeTIOCTh. OXpaHHUK yKe coOMpasics HU3BUHUTHCS, KOTTa Y OPJIOK
TIOTOHSIT PYKY, YTOOBI OCTAHOBUTH €TO.

— Yo THI X04elb cKa3aTh? KopoJito NTMKaHTPOIIOB HYXKEeH LieIuTesIb? BapioK BOIIPOCUTEIBHO
mocMoTpen Ha Jlainak. «Mbl TOBOPHUM O KopoJjie. EMy He HyXKeH LIeJTUTENIb>.

«Ecmu cnyxu o 6071e3HM 1[apst MPOUAYT B HAPOME, 9TO BHI30BET eIlle OIWH MEePEeIoIoX U IPo6IeMEl, y
HaC UX yXKe T0CTaTOYHO.

Jla#inak CKpecTHJIa PyKu Ha I'PYAX U BRI3BIBAIOLIE B3MEPHYIa nogbopomok. — OH cedyac.

— BBI, momKHO OBITH, UTO-TO C HUM caefanu. CebacThsH Cy3uTI I'1a3a, 0OBUHSS ee.

OHM X[Oay mepen KOMHATOH [IKegpeKa ¢ TeX Iop, Kak COJIHIIe elle He B30IIUI0, ¥ eJUHCTBEHHOE,
YTO MeIIIaj0 UM BOPBAThCS B KOMHATY, 3TO TO, YTO JIupyc u MTOH He MMO3BOIUIN M. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
310 OBIJTa KOPOJIEBCKAS IajlaTa, ¥ KOPOJib OB CO CBOEH KOPOJIEBOM.

OpHako CIyxX 0 TOM, YTO KOpOJib 00JIeH, He uMeJl o7 000 HUKaKKUX OCHOBAHUM, U OHU YyBCTBOBAJIH,
YTO JOJIXKHEI TOATBEPOUTH 3TO.

— 4 4T0-TO C HUM CcHesana? — HegOBEePYUBO CIpocusa Jlannak U ycMexHynachk. «Pa3Be TH He
CTIBIIINIID UPOHUY B CBOMX CJI0Bax? ¢ caMmoe ciaboe CyIeCTBO B TBOEM BOCIIPUSTUN». JIalinak
Opocuna Ha HUX 37100HBIN B3TJIA/, IpeXkae YeM IPOOOJIXKUTh. «Paii caMOro CHIbHOTO CYII[eCTBa B
9TOM IIapCTBE, ITOKa OH He CMOXKET OIPaBUTLCSI», — XUXUKHYJIa Jlaiinak u mokKadaia romoBou. «I1o
KpalriHel Mepe, OyObTe MMOCIeq0BaTe/IbHE B CBOEM 0OBUHEHUN».

[Tocne Toro, Kak Jlainak cKa3aia 3T0, TpU T'eHepasla liepeq Hell TPOMKO 3aphlyaliy, U OXpPaHHUK He
IBUHYJICS C MeCTa, YTOOBI BHIIIOJIHUTH ITpuKa3 Jlaiinaxk.

— VYcnokoiics... — Jlainak OTOIIa B CTOPOHY U OTKPHIIa 3a c000¥ 3aKPHITYIO IBEPh. — Eciu xouerb
BOUTH BHYTPb, UOU, — HEOPEKHO CKa3ajla OHA U MaXHyJla PYKOW Ha PY4YKY OBEPH.

OpHako 9Ta BHe3almHas IepeMeHa OTHOLIEHUS 3aCTaBUJId T'eHePajla HaXMYPUTBECH.



«Ho [Ixxepmpek He xo4deT Bac BuAeTh. OH CKa3all, YTO COXKIKET MEePBOT0 YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPHIK BOUMAET B
KOMHAaTy», — Pe3K0 ITI0CMOTpesia Ha HuX Jlaumak.

CebactbsaH ycMexHynca. — OH He X04eT BUMIeTh HAC, CBOMX T'eHepasioB, U 03BOJIseT BaM IPUXONUTh
Y YXOOUTH, KaK BaM yTrOfHO?

— MMeHHO, — KuBHYyJa Jlaunak.

"Ecnu xo4ellb COBPaTh, Aefail 9To 6onee ybenuTenbHO!" — mpopkidan Bapiiok, oH Bce ertle Ot
PacCTpoeH 13-3a TOr0, YTO IPOILJION HOYbI0 HECKOJIPKO YaCOB HaXOOWUJICS B JIOBYIIKe CUJIH Jlaliak.
— C 4ero THI B34J1a, YTO MBIl 3TOMY [10BEpPUM?

«4 TBOST KOpoJieBa. HeyBaxkeHrEe KO MHE 03HAYAET, YTO Thl HE YBaXKaellb CBOET0 KOPOJIsi». JIaimak
HY2KHO OBUTO IPUAYMAaTh APYTO# Crioco0 3aCTaBUTh UX yBaXkaTh ee. OHa TOBOPHUIIA 3TO HECKOJIBKO Pas3,
¥ OHHU BCE elIlle Pa3rOBapUBaJIU C HEYW B TOU Ke MaHepe.

«Y Tebs elme HeT KOpoHaIuu», — nporumnen Kain. O mocMoTpen Ha Jlaiinak.

«C kopoHauued unu 6e3, s Bce eme TBos JIyHa. [Togpyra TBoero Anbdri». CHpeHb IpHILypHUa Ia3a.
«JlaBaii, ¥ fail HaM IMOCMOTPETh, KaKKe MOCIeICTBUS ThI IIOJIYYHUIIb 3a HETIOJYUHEHNE TIPSIMOMY
nprKa3y AnbQoL.

Ha camowm pere, H}KenpeK HU4Yero o0 3TOM He YIIOMHKHAJI. Jlanmak IIPOCTO IIpHAayMaJlia 3TOT IIPHUKa3
M3-34 TOro, 4TO H}KenpeK CKa3all HpOH.U'IOfI HOYELIO.

«BrI yxomuTe 04eHb paHO, HE TaK JIU?»

l'onoc no3apu CepeduHs! Halyran BegbMy, 0COOEHHO KOTfla ee MBICNIU OB Ie-TO B [PYTOM MecCTe.
OHa obGepHynach u psaBkHyIa Ha Kanneba: «Brl Bce MoxeTe , JIukaH, nepecTadb 6eCIOKOUTh MeHT?!"

Kanme6 moxart mmedaMu. "5 TOJIBKO YTO IIPOCHYJICS U yBUAEN Tebs."

CepeduHa MPOCTOHAA, OHA [OJIKHA OblyTa BCTPETUThCS ¢ Kamme6om.
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