«[To KaKo¥ MpUYUHE THI XOUeIllb 3TO cOesaTh? f He BUXKY, 4TOOB OpadyHas LepeMOHHUS UMesa Kakoe-
nubo OTHOIIEHNE K BOWHEe», — CKa3asa Jlainak, oxugas oTBeTa [Kegpeka, HO KOPOJIb PEIINT
KPENKO COMKHYTh TyObl. — Mnu 9T0 Kak-To cBsizaHo ¢ CepeduHoii?

B rnazax ,'[[}KenpeK BCIIBIXHYJIA SMOLIUA IIPU YIIOMAHAHWY UMEHHU BEOBMEI, X 3TO ITIOOTBEPOUIIO
3asiBneHue Jlainak.

— Xoyellb YCINbIIATh PaBAy? — CIpocui [KefpeK C BrIpaXKkeHueM, MTUIIeHHBM KaKuxX-Tu00
9MOIUAH.

Jlaiimak mocMOTpesia Ha Hero. «XBaTUT C MEHS JIKU».

— Ila, — KOPOTKO OTBeTHUl [IxKeapeK. «ITO KaK-TO CBI3aHO C HEW».

Jla#i;ak mMo4YyBCTBOBAJa, Kak ee CIIyX CcTayi OuThcs yaile. OHa 0XKKOaia TaKOro OTBETa, HO BCE XKe
Obla youBJieHa, Koraa [IKeapek ¢ TOTOBHOCTHIO IIPU3HAJ 3TO.

"Bamra npuuuHa?" Jlaiinak cTucHy1a 3yOrl. YyBCTBO pa3odyapoBaHus Haydalo MOJHUMATLCS B HEH U
CTaHOBHUJIOCH BCe OCTpEe.

«Kaxk BBl 3HaeTe, Mbl He MOXKEM BHIPBAThCS U3 9TOM OpayHOIl CBSI3M, ¥ KaK OBl MBI HU CTapaJiuCh
IIPOTUBOCTOSTD €1, 3Ta CBSI3b TOJIBKO KPEMHET, YTOO 00beIMHUTD Hac». [I2KepeK BCTaJ U MOOOIION
O4eHb OJIM3KO K Hel. «MTakK, g IPOCTO X0Uy TOKOHYUTD C 9TUM».

Jlalimak ToxXe 3Hanma 00 3TOM.

HecmoTpst Ha TO, UTO MMapTHEPCKAs CBI3b He paboTaa Tak, Kak oHa paboTana Ha [IKeOpeka, H,
HECMOTPS Ha €e HEeHaBUCThb K HeMy, Jlaliak GbIJI0 TPYIHO M30 BCEX CHUII TPE3UpPaTh JUKaHa y Hee Ha
rylasax.

— Kak Hacuet Cepedunnl? Jlalinak cTano TOPbKO, KOTa OHa BCIIOMHHUJIa OBIBIIETO JTIF000BHUKA
Ixenpeka. — Thl MOOEXKUIIL K HEH, KAK TOJIBKO YBUOUIID?

Ixxenpek cnerka HaxMypui 6poBu. "Het." [ToaToMy eMy HyKHa Oblsla 3Ta OpayHas lepeMOHus,
4yTOOBI OOBSIBUTDH €€ CBOEY U BJIOKHUTH CBOE UyBCTBO B Cepeduny.

[To uponuu cymb0BI, KOTHA Aej0 Kacanoch puanmdeckou cumsl, [Ixkeapek Mor 6e3 0coOBIX TPYOHOCTEN
O[I0JIeTh JTIOOBIX IPYTHX CYIIECTB B 3TOM I[apCTBe, HO KOTTa [eJI0 KacasioCh YyBCTB, EMY HYKHO OBIIO
XOPOIIEHbKO ITOAYMaTh, YTOOH! PEIIUTE, YTO JeJiaTh.

«3HAYMT, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, ThI BRIOEPEIIh CBOI0 CYKIEHHYIO IIapy CBOeMYy OBIBIIIEMY JTIO0OBHUKY?» B
TOM, KaK cIipocuiia ero Jlainak, Okl HaMeK Ha capkKa3M ¥ TOpeyb.



«$1 BBEIOMPAIO TO, UTO IIPABUIIBHO», — OTBETHII [IKe[pexK.

Jlannak kuBHyJNa. «Hafercs, Tl COEPXKULIb CBOE CJI0BO. Y HAC BIIEpEeAy BOWHA, II03TOMY g TOXE He
X04y OOpPOTHCS 3a TBOIO MIPUBSI3aHHOCTE. ECNM TH X0uellb OBITh CO MHOM, 3HAYUT, APYTUX KEHIIUH
HeT». OHa IOYEpKHYJIa 3TO.

«$1 xouy, 4TOOBI THI TOXKE [epxKasics mopanbiie oT Topmodda», — ckasana [Ixenpek. Ero rimaza
TIOTEMHEJIH, KOTHa OH YIIOMSIHYJI UMSI CBOET0 TeHepara.

Pa3Be He oH mompocun Topgodda mpucMoTpeTs 3a Heit? TeM He MeHee, Jlalinak He 03By4YHIa TO, YTO
nymana. X pa3roBop B HaCToslIlee BpeMsd MPOLIe I1afgKko, YeM OHa OXufasla, I09TOMYy OHa He
XOTeNa ero mopTuTh. "CaenaHHo."

A moTOM MeXIy HAMMU IIOBKCJIa MUHYTHasd TUIMHA. [To3xke [IKeapeK CXBaTUII ee 3a PYKy U CKa3al:
«Hmu co MHOI».

OHu BHIIIJIM U3 TPOHHOTO 3ajia, u [I>Kefipek JepKajl ee 3a PyKy B MaJeHbKOM Cafy PSIOM C 3TUM
KPEBIJIOM.

Jlaii;mak cMOTpena, Kak ee MajleHbKas pyKa CXKUMaeTCs ero 00JIbIoi pyKoi. Bce B HeM GbIIO
UCKTIOUUTENbHO 60biIuM, faxe [IKeapek Oblyla Ha TOJIOBY BhHIIIE IPYTUX TeHEPasoB.

Ho 6osnebine Bcero Jlaiiiak OHPABUIOCH TO, YTO, HECMOTPSI HA €TI0 XOJIOOHOE TI0BefeHue, pyka Anbda-
KOPOJIst OblIa TEIJION.

«4l yKe roBopusa 9T0 paHbllle, 1 He Oyoy XKUTh Be4HO. Kak ThI OyHemb ¢ 3TUM CIPaBIATHCI?»
Jlajinak mina HEMHOT'O T103ai4 HETo, TS Ha ero MIMPOKoe IJIeyo.

«41 He mo3BoJII0 Tebe ymepeTh», — 0e3 KojiebaHuM ckaldasa [Kenpex.

C ppyroi cTopoHHI, Jlaiiiak 4yBCTBOBasia, KakK ee cepple ObICTPO KOJIOTUTCS B TPY[AH, OHA Kycana
ryOBI ¥ OITyCKaJsla TOJIOBY, KOTfa roBopuiia. «Ecimu Mexny Hamu He OymeT OpayHO CBSI3M, TH Oy/melb
TAKOM!?»

— Hert, — TeM ke ToHOM oTBeTHTIa [IKenpek. «Ecnu Mexay HaMU He OyfieT POACTBEHHOU CBSI3U, MBI
He Y3HaeM [IpyT Apyra».

«ITouemy Tol TakOM THXUM? TH cerdyac 0 4eM-TO fyMaellb?» — crpocuna Xoyn Peis. C Tex mop, Kak
OHM BOIIJIA B 3Ty IeEIIepy A0 TOTO MOMEHTA, KaK OHU IOXOPOHUJIY 3TUX OEeTEW U BEPHYIIUCH B ELIEDY,
yTOORI 3a0paTh TEJO XKPUIlLl, PeiiH OblIa 04EeHb TUXOH.



Tonbko ecnu Obl X0yTI 3HaIa PeiiH rof Ha3al, KOT[a OHa ellle He MOIJIa TOBOPUTh, OHA OBl He
CKasajla, YTO ceiyac MOJIUHT.

"Huyero", PeliH MofHSsIa TOJIOBY ¥ ofapuiia ee 060APSIONIMM B3TISI0M, KOTOPHIH OBIJT He 0YEHb
yOenmuTeNneH.

«He nru. Ckaxu MHe». X0yn Cy3ua rjla3a, B3IJIHYB Ha UX Iapy no3agy HUuX. Topak u Keuc mwnu
60K 0 00K, HO HUKTO U3 HUX He 3aBg3al pa3roBop. OHU KaXyTCs YyKUMHU OPYT OPYTY.

Ecnu 611 He Xoym 1 PeliH, KOTOPEIE HACTOSITIA 3aMTH BHYTPD IeIlepr], YTOOB HAHTH TaM MePTBOe
TEeJI0 KPUIIBI, UJTU, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, TO, YTO OT KPHUIIEI 0CTANIOCh, TO Topaka u Kelic 3meck O TOUHO
He OBLIO.

3a Keiicom 1 TopakoM cnefoBaja [lefbTa U ellle ISITeP0 0XOTHUKOB.

— Trl HUYEro He YyBCTBYeIlIb? PeliH roBOpHUiia TUXUM T'OJIOCOM, HO [Ba JIMKaHa I103aay HUX,
pa3yMeeTcs, ToXkKe MOTJIA 3TO CHIBIIIATh, XOTS U He IMOKa3kIBaIu 3TOr0 BeIpaXkKeHUeM JIUlia.

"UyBcTBOBaTh uTO?" XOYI MOAKpasnach O1uxke, KOTga OHa HAaCTOPOXKEHHO OTIsifenach. 30eCh HUYETO
He U3MEHUJIOCH C TeX 110D, KakK OHa Oblla 37eCh B IIOCIIeTHUH pas.

— CrpaHHOe 4yBCTBO, — IIpoOopMoTasa PeliH.

— YTO TH MMeeNb B BUMY IIOf CTPAHHBIM YyBCTBOM? XOyI HaxMypusa OpoBu. «f HUYEro He
4YyBCTBY10. M0XKeT OBITh, BB OOUTECH CLIEHB, KOTOPYIO BEl BULIENIU C TeMU O€IHBIMU JEeTbMU».

— Het, — otBeTuna Peiin. «3T0 mpyroe 4yBcTBO». OfHAKO MOAPOOHO 00BSCHUTE 3TO XOYI OHA HE
CMOTJIa.

OHU OOOLUIN K MECTY, THe 3BYK TeKyllel peku Obl unille. 3BYK UCXOOUI U3 IIOO3€MHON PEKH.

«ToNbKO He TOBOPYU MHE, Thl OOUIILCS IPUBUAEHUN...» — Opa3Hsille cKa3aja Xoym, o0HuMas Peiin 3a
IJIeYHu.

W TyT OHU 3TO yCInbIamu. [IpOH3UTENbHBIN KPUK, OT KOTOPOro Xoym 1 PeitH 0CTaHOBUIIKCS.

"Uto 9T0?" XOYII OrIsifeniack BOKPYT, YTOOBI YBUAETh, CMOXKET JIM OHA HaWTH YeJloBeKa, KOTOPHIN
KpHryar.

Mexny TeM, IepPBOH peakiyeil PeiiH ObII0 MHCTUHKTHBHO MIOBEPHYTHCS U IMOMCKATh TOpaka, Tak Kak
OHa 3HaJIa, YTO C HUM OHA OymeT B 6€30IIaCHOCTH.



OpHakKo TaM HUKOT'O He OBLIO...
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