"ApocTHEN?" Jlaiinak HaxMypuiack. YTo OygeT Ha 3TOT pa3?

«$l 9yBCTBYIO 9TO Yepe3 CBsI3b padyMa». Topmodd riyooko B3moxHy1. OHa YyBCTBOBAJA, UTO TEIEPh
OH [BIIIaI HeOORIYHO.

"3mu1a u3-3a CeKpeTHOM KOMHATH?" Eif cTano mobonkEITHO, U € He TepIeoch Y3HaTh, YTO
CIIy4uIIOCh C [I2KeIpeKoM Ha 3TOT pa3.

— He 3Hat10. MoxeTt ObiTh. Topmodd mokayas rojioBoit. «3To0 MOTJI0 OBITh TAKXKeE ITOTOMY, YTO OH
TIOTEPSI BeAbMY», — IIPEATONI0XKUI OH. Ecnu mogyMaTh eltle pas, 3T0O OBIJI0 BO3MOXKHO, TOCKOJIbKY
MeXIy HUM U 3TOM BeIbMOM ObIIM IBONCTBEHHEIE OTHOIIEHUS.

«JlomKHO OBITH, OH Ceidyac yKacHO ce6st YyBCTBYeT...» yCMeXHynach Jlainak. Bosblie Bcero oHa
xKasena BegpMy. UTo, ecnu [[3KeOpek AeNCTBUTEIBHO CHeJaja YTO-TO Y2KAaCHOe C 3ToH BempMoii? Ee
JKaJl0CTh K HeW YMEHBIINIIaCh, OHA BRIPBAsiach U3 cebs, KOTr[a CTyK B FOJI0BE TOUYBCTBOBAJ, YTO
MOXKEeT yOUTh ee.

B ronose Jlaiinak crydana rojsioBHas 00jb, ¥ BHoOaBOK KO BCEMY yCUJIMBanach 00Jb B CIOMaHHOMN
JIEBOU pPYKe.

«%1 He MOTY IIPOCTO OCTaThCS. & MOJXKeH yiTH, YTOOH Y3HATh, YTO CIIy4unoch». Topgodd Bcran. OH
elle pas mocMoTpen Ha Jlainak. — f momporry Koro-Hubyab MprHECTH BaM efnl. OH U3BUHSIICS.
[ToueMy-TO eMy OBLIIO HEJIOBKO OCTAaBIISTh €e TaM OfHY. Ho ¢ Opyro# CTOPOHEI, eMy [AeNCTBUTEILHO
HY2KHO OBIJIO YUTH.

YcnpimaB TO, 4YTO OH TOJIBKO YTO CKa3all 0 efie ¥ 060 BCEM 9TOM, OHa ITI0YYBCTBOBaJIa, YTO HACTall
MOMEHT IJI51 CapKaCTAYeCcKoro KomMeHTapusa. OHa [elCTBUTENIbHO coOrpaack CKa3aTh YTO-HUOYIb
00 3TOM, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO TOro cTomo. Ema? Bobiie Bcero ero 3a60TUIO TO, KaK S MUTAIOCh? —
nmogyMmaja oHa. Ha camoM pmene ema Oblyla B CaMOM HH3Y CITHCKA BCETO, YTO e¥ ceidac OBII0 HYyKHO.

OpHako OHa IogyMara O TOM, Kak 3a00TiuB Obll ¢ Hedt Topgodd, Kak MUIIO C €70 CTOPOHHI OBITH
TaKoM KOMITaHMeW BCIO HOYb, OHa He MOrJjla CKa3aTh eMy Hu4ero o0ugHoro. BMmecTo aToro
«Cmacub0o», Tuxo npobopmorana Jlainak. 3aTeM OHa yCIblIana 3xo0 maros Topgodda u
IIOYYBCTBOBasa, KakK OHU YAAJSIOTCS OT MTOA3EMETTbS.

OHa ycrnblliana MeTa/UIMYeCKUi JIA3T, IBePh OTKPHIIACh, & 3aTeM 3aKphllach. AHTeJI-XPaHUTETb
CHOBAa OBIJI OOWH B 9TOM YHBUION KOMHaTe. Jlaiiak meBenbHysa pyKoi. OHa KOCHy/Iach CBOero yiba u
II0YyBCTBOBaJa, Kak Koxa I10f] TafOHbI0 TOPHUT. Y Hee MOAHAIach TeMIepaTypa.

Korpma Topmodd mpubsin B KoponeBckue mokou, TaMm Ovu Cebactbss, Kaiin, Poysn u Jlupyc. Ouu
CTOSJIU IIepef IBePhl0. ' DOMOBOY peB 3XOM pa3Heccs 110 KOPUAO0PY C APYTrOd CTOPOHEL 3TOU ABEDH,



BHYTPU KOMHATH. Anib(pa-KOpoJib OB B SPOCTH.

"Uto 3mech npoucxomut?" — cupocuin Topmodd Jlupyca, ero 6poBU HaXMyPUIIUCh, KOTIa OH IOJIY4YUI
BOJIHY arOHUU OT COCTOSTHUS ApOoCTU Anb(da-Koposs. TeM BpeMeHeM KOPOJIb 3BEPCTBOBAJI CO BCEM,
YTO MOT Pa3pyIIUTh B CBOUX IOKOSX.

«MeHSs UHTepecyeT To e camoe». JIupyc 6eCIoMOIIIHO IToKavas rojaoBoi. HUKTO He UMen HU
MaJIEUINero MPefCcTaBIeHUs O TOM, YTO OBIIO TPUUYMHOHN 3TOr0. YTO MPHUIIIIO B TOJIOBY ANlb(ha-KOpPOIIIo,
YTOOBI OBITH B TAKOM COCTOSTHUAM?

«MozxkeT OBITh, OH MONIY4YUIT KaKue-HuOyIb HOBOCTH 0 CepeduHe?» POysH MOMBITANCS yragaTh.
Koponb BEIOET Ha TPOITy BOWHEI TOJIBKO B TOM CJIy4ae, €CJIM YCIIBIIIUT HOBOCTU 00 9TOM BeflbMe,
Cepedune. OmHAKO IPOIIJIO MHOT'O BPEMEHHU C TEX IOP, KaK OHU CJIBIIIANKA YTO-TK00, CBI3aHHOE C
Hel. MTak, 94To 9TO MOXKeT OBITH ceruac?

"Hert." JIupyc cHOBa IoKa4as r'0JI0BOK.

— I'me Makcumyc? CebacThsiH OTTISIEIICS ¥ He Hallle mepBoro resepana. «OH momkeH OBITh 37ECh,
YTOOBI TOTOBOPHUTEL C HUM».

JIupyc cy3un riasa, Koraa ycinsiman 91o. On 0w opunmansuaeiM beta [I:xkenpeka. Ho Bce Bcerma
oyManu 0 MakcuMyce KakK O TOM, KTO CMOXKeT YCIIOKOUThL Anb(ha-KopoJsd, KOTfa OH IonafeT B
COCTOSIHUE, TI0X0XKee Ha ero HbIHEITHIO CUTYalUIo.

9710 OBLLUIO CMEIIHO!

— Anbda oTman eMy npukas, — 0TBeTun Topoodd, 1 Ha ero nuile 0TPa3uUIUCh YKaCHbIE SMOIINH,
KOTOPEIE eMy He IIpUHaIekKalu.

— A kaxk Hacuert Batonet? I'me oHa? — crpocun Cebactessa Topmodda.

«Pa3Be THI He 3Haelb 0 ee TPocTynKe? He crbiIam o TOM, 94TO OHa cfenana? O IpecTylIeHuH,
KOTOpPOe OHa coBepiuia?» Jiupyc 6pocun Ha CebacThsiHa HEIPUSATHBIN B3SO, — ¢ MMOYTH YBEPEH,
OHa yXKe MepTBa.

YBupeB HanpsizKEeHHOCTb Mexkay Jlupycom u CebacTbssHOM, POy3H BHICTYIIU BIIEPE, YTOOR!
cO0OIIUTH TeHepay Koe-KaKylo HH(pOpMaIuio, KOTOpYyio oH ynycTui. K ToMy Bpemenu, kak Poysn
3aKOHYUJI ¢ 00bSICHEHUEM TOTO, YTO IIPOM30IIIO B 3aMKe BO BpeMs oTCyTCcTBUsl CebacThsHa, IBEPD
CIaJIbHU BHE3AITHO OTKPHUIACh. [IBEPh 3aX/I0MHYJIACh TaK CUIBHO, YTO YYTh HE CJIEeTelIa C IeTelb.

YeThipe reHepasa U beTa IOKOPHO OMYCTHIH TO0BE. OHU OTOIIIH Ha3af, Korga [IXKeopeK BOpBaCsa
B OuONMMOTEKY. ['HEB BCe elle XKUJI B HEM, 9TO YYBCTBOBAJIM BCe TeHepasikl. Boins B OHOIHOTEKY,
Anbda-KoposIb 3aXJI0MHYIT ABEPh, Ka3aJioCh, YTO 3aMOK TPSICETCS, KOTIa OH 9TO MejaerT.



Kak TONbKO [IBEPH 3aKPHITAch, [[7KeIpeK HalmpaBUICs MIPSIMO K BCTDOEHHOM pa3NBUKHOM IBEDH,
CEeKPeTHOMY BXOMy. 3Hasi, YTO HUKTO HE TIOCMEET faXke MOAyMaTh O TOM, YTOOH BOMTH U TPOBEPHUTH
ero B 6ubnunoreke, oH 6€3 0COOBIX yCUNui MpoOpasiCs B TEMHBIM TYHHEIb, faxke He YOOCYXKUBIIUChH
3aKPHITH 3a CO60¥ Pa3mBUKHYIO ABepb. OH OPOCHUIICS MPSIMO K IEePEBSHHOM IBEPH B KOHIIE TYHHEIS.

"AHYC!"

IXenpek B3peBen u 00HAPYXKUJ, YTO €T0 OTel] CTOUT Ha TOM XK€ MeCTe, TIe OH CTOSIJT B IIOCJIeIHUMN
pas, Koraa MpHIIe.

— YTo0 Takoe, MOM CHH? fIHYC IOCMOTPEJI Ha ChIHA C BLICOKOMEPHEM B I'ta3aX. OH fmaxe He MBITaNCs
CKDBHITH IIpE3pPEHKE B TOM, KaK CMOTPEJI Ha HeTO.

"9T0 KOoHel!" — MpayHO cka3an [Ixkenpek. OH cpaxascsi CoO CBOUM 3BepeM, KOTOPHIX BOo3pazkal
IIPOTUB peLIeHUs, IPUHATOTO UM 10 IPUXOTH.

fHyC He ganm 0TBeTa, KOTOPOro oxupnasna [xenpek. BMecTo 3TOro oH HaKJIOHUII TOJIOBY, CJIOKHUB PYKHU
3a CIIMHOM, U CIIOKOMHO CKa3asl: «Y TeOs HUKOTr[a He XBAaTUT CMEJIOCTH CHeJIaTh 9TO, CEIHOKY.

"Twl Opocaellb MHe BBI30B ceiidac?!" [[xKegpek 3apbivaia Ha fHyca 3a ero HeHOpMaJlbHBIN OTBET.
Anbda-KpoBb B HeM TpeboBasa, 4TOOB MyXK4YWHa MOOYUHUIICS ¥ TOKIOHMICSA. OTHAKO MOMYUHUTE
cebe OniBIIETO ATb(y OBIIO HETIPOCTO, XOTh OH U OBIJT JaBHO MEPTB.

— Trt 3a6b1? ThI YOUII MEHSI, CBIHOK! fIHYC TOCMOTpPEN Ha HETO B OTBET ¥ OfaPWJI ChIHa HaCMELUTUBON
yneI0KoM. — Kak Tl AyMaelllb, YTO THl MOXKeIlb CAeIaTh cefyac? OH MOMHSI IiIasa.

H}KenpeK IIOYTHU IIPEBPATHUIICA B CBOEI'0 3BEPI, OenbIi Mex IIPOPOC Ha ITOBEPXHOCTH €TI0 KOXKH, U 13
HEero BBIJIE3JIA IIdPa KOT'TEH.

— Wnu, MmoxeT OBITh, THI TOXKE X0Uelllb YOUTh CBOIO MaTh? AHYC ycMexHyncs. «Kak g yKe roBOpuI,
THI HUKOTT]a HEe CMOXKeIllb 3aCTaBUTh ceOs1 coenaTh 3To. YTo nmogymaloT o Tebe Topak u Kelic, ecnu
BHIMOYT crioBa? Tem Goree, YTO THI BRICTIeXKUBal Kelica 1 ero mapy». AHyC paccMmesinicsi, Kak OyaTo To,
YTO OH TOJIBKO YTO CKa3as, OBIJI0 YIAYHOM Iy TKOHM.

IXeopeK IPOUTHOPUPOBAJ €ro, B I000M ciTydae crop Obl1 6€CCMBICIEHHBIM. ITO HE CTOUJIO €T0
nparomeHHoro BpeMenu. OH HaIPaBUJICS MPSIMO B Ty CaMylo KOMHATY, Ile BCe 9TO BpeMs Jiexkasia ero
MaTb. K HacTosiIIieMy BpeMeHU OHa y2Ke HECKOJIbKO CTOJIeTHH Oblia 6€3 CO3HAHUS.

Anpda-Koposbp HUYero He MPUHEC, HO eT0 OCTPOT0 KOT'TS OIMPeNeIeHHO XBaTHIIO GBI, YTOOBI
niepepes3aTh ropiio JboMy, KOTO OH 3axX04eT. Pa3opBu m060r0 Ha KycKu. C 3TUM B3TTISIIOM Ha €TI0
nuIle OH OB MTOJIOH peInuMocTH. [Ixkenpek 6e3 KoneOaHui BOIIIa B KOMHATY 0T KECTKUM B3TJISIIOM
fdnyca. OH Kpu4an 3a CIIMHOM ChIHA, IIPeXK[Ie YeM 3aXJIONHYTh ABEPh Iepefl ero HOCOM.



«Thl HUKOT'IA 3TOT'O HE CIIEJIAEIIB! Thl OTBPATUTEJIBHBIN CHIH! S TTPOKJIMHAIO TEBS,
ECJIN ThI 9TO CIEJIAENIb!»

Kpuk fAnyca He nmoMeman [IxKefpeKy IpUOIU3UTHCS K MaTepH.

"OcraBre!" — KpukHyn [IxKegpek ocoboMy ciyre.

He ronoc [I>kempeka 3acTaBUII €e YHTH, a OIIyIIeHHEe OTTaCHOCTH 3aCTABUIIO ee 0eXkKaTh IIPOYb.
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