Ketic yuysin 9TOT 3amax, ONbSHSIOMINM 3ammaX, CBOOUBIIKY ero 3Beps ¢ yMa. OH fJaxke He MOHSJ, KoTha
HavaJl BopyaTh U IyraTh Apabesty nepen HUM.

— Keiic, ToI B mopsAake? ApuaHa KOCHynach meda Keiica, ¢ TpeBorou risaas Ha Hero. "UTo
CITy4uyIoCh?"

ApuaHa MOTJIa BUMIETh, KaK rony0Oble OKeaHCKUe T1a3a Kelica moTeMHe M, yKa3kiBas Ha TO, YTO €ro
3BePh IOMBITAJICS BCIUIBITh Ha IIOBEPXHOCTD U B3SIT BEPX.

"MHe xkanb." Kelic mokayas roaoBOy, MEITasgCh OTTONKHYTh CBOET0 B3BOJTHOBAHHOT'O 3BEPS, XOTS €ro
r7a3a Bce elle OBITM I[BeTa HOYH. "4 4yBCTBYIO ce0si cTpaHHO."

ApuaHa IpuIIypunach, HO IpPex/e YeM OHa yCIiesia YTO-TO CIIPOCHTh, OHA yBHUAeNa, Kak Keiic pe3ko
BCTAJI ¥ BBIIIEN U3 KOMHATHL.

OO6HsB ManeHbKyI0 Apabety, oHa 1ociiefoBasa 3a Keiicom u ero moupyrou, KOTOpEIE YN
IIEPBHIMH.

C mpyro#t cTopoHHl, Kefic He MOHKUMAJ, II0YeMy OH Tak B3BOJTHOBaH. HeT. 3T0 GBI €r0 3Bephb. 3BEPD B
HEM YyBCTBOBaJI 6€CIIOKONCTBO U3-3a TOT0 3alaxa.

OH nax CBeXUM YTPEHHUM apOMaTOM, YHCTBEIM U CBE2KHWM. Keiic TI0OYYBCTBOBAJI IIPUTIUB CHACTHI,
IIPOCTO IIOHIOXAaB €T0, U €My 3aX0TEJIOCh OoJIbIIIero.

B aTOT MOMEHT ero Horu paboTanu OBICTPEE, YeM MO3T. B To BpeMs Kak ee pa3yM Bce elre
Pa3MBIIUIST Hafl 3allaxoM ¥ O1TyKmal Hajl ACTOYHUKOM 9TOTO OMbSHSIOIET0 3alaxa, ero HOT:
IIPUBEITH €T0 K HEMY.

[Tpomisio MeHbBIIIE TPeX CEKYHI, pexkae 4yeM Kelic mocmoTpesna Ha ronoBy CepeuHb 4epes Iaedo
Aneka. OH OCTaHOBUJICS ¥ YCJIBIIIAJ, KaK BegbMa HeOpeKHO IIOMPUBETCTBOBAJIA €T0.

«IIpuset, Ketic». CepeduHa nonpuBeTCTBOBAJA €TO.

'TIpuBet'? Kelic He IOBEPUII TOMY, YTO YCIIBIIIAT.

CepedurHa TONBKO YTO yIIjIa OT Hero 60T 3HAaeT CKOJIbKO BPEMEHU U CTOUT IIPSIMO TIepefl ABEPHIO C
3To¥ 60e3HeHHON yIHIOKOM Ha KPaCHBIX T'yOax?

OHa 4yTh He CBeJla ero C yMa M3-3a [ONT0XKIOaHHOTo, 6e3 HOBOCTeH, 6e3 BCETo, U Temephb BCe, YTO OHa
MOT'JIa CKa3aTh, 9TO MPOCTOe «IpHUBeT»? Kak GyaTo OHU TOIBKO BYepa PacCTaIKCh.



«He 3mopoBaticst co MHOM!» Kelic 3apsyal, HO ero rila3a yJI0BUIU CBEPTOK, KOTOpHI CepedrHa
Oarokasa Ha pyKax.

Keiic ObIJT yBEPEH, UTO UCTOYHUK 3TOTO 3allaxa, KOTOPHIMA CBOAMII €T0 C yMa, UCXO[UII OT Hero. [laxe
KOT'JIa OH He MOT 3TOT'0 BUAETh, OH 3Has. Ero 3Beph y3HAI 9TO OIIyIIEHHE.

"Yro k." CepedrHa moxkaja IjiedyaMy, OHa 3aMeTHIIa, KaK U3MEHUJIOCh BeIpaXkeHue nulla Keiica u
TO, KaK €ro IJla3a He MOTJIM OTBECTHU B3TJISM OT «BEIIN» B ee pyKax. Ha 3TOT pa3 oHa Obljla ITpaBa. —
Torma ckaxu MHe. DTO OHA?

910 OBINIO TOX0XKE Ha 3aMeMJIeHHYI0 CheMKY B KMHO, Korfga CepedrHa IIoKa3aa eMy CIISIIero
MrafeHIla Ha pyKax.

Keiic ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdK €TI0 HOTY IIPUPOCIIXA K 3€MJI€, IIOCKOJIBKY OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO BCA €TI0
BCeJIeHHas Oblyla coCpenoTodeHa B OMHOM, ETMHCTBEHHOM, 9YTO MMeJIO OJId HEeTO 3HaYeHHue. Ilaxe ero
coOCTBeHHAs XKHU3Hb HE UMeJla 3HAaYeHUS 110 CPaBHEHHIO C HeW.

— Yro 3T0? YTO TH MMeeIIh B BUAY I0J «3T0 0Ha»? ['oyoc Aneka OB IIOX0XK Ha IIETIOT W3Jalieka,
KOTOPHIM MOCTUT yirei Keiic 1 BepHYII ero K peajJbHOCTH TOTO, YTO OH CMOTPEIT Ha CIIsiero pebeHka
I[e/Iy10 BEYHOCTh.

A moTOM M3-3a CuHH Kelic pa3mgacst Bu3r, 3To Obljla ApraHa CO CBOeH TpexJIeTHEe! JeBOYKOM.

BBIpa)KeHI/Ie ee JInla TpaHC(l)OpMI/IpOBaJ'IOCI: B IIOHKUMAaHHWE CUTYaAllUN.

«3T0 TBOM fpyr? PebGeHOK TBOU Apyr?!» ApraHa 03ByunIia 3TO B KpaTKOM o0bsicHeHUU. Anboa-
JKEeHIIMHA CIIMIITKOM XOPOIIo 3Hajla 3TO 10 ToOMY, Kak Kelic cMoTpera Ha peOeHKa Ha pyKax
CepeduHEL.

— Hu 3a 4T0... — ¢ Opyroii CTOPOHHI, ANleK HEJOBEPYUBO BEIAOXHYII. «...0HA BCETO JIUIIL pebeHOoK...»

IIa, mMeHHO 3TO0 ¥ Ob1sI0 B TojioBe Y Ketica. OHa pebenok! CkombKo el met? Mecsi? [IBa mecsia? Yto
3TO 3a o4yepenHas 1IyTka 6oruHu JIyHb?

[TomoxkOuTe, HO 9TO XKe He UMEJI0 3HAYCHUSI, BEPHO?

Kelic mpourHopupoBa 3afpxaroleecs youBieHue Aseka U ApraHbl, KOTa OH 0YeHb MeJIEHHO
noten K Cepedune. K pebeHKY Ha pyKax.

[Tpu GnuxkaiimeM paccMoTperuu Keiic 60sibIe He COMHEBAIACh B 9TOM, OLIyIIeHre ObII0
HepeaJIbHEIM U 3T0 OBUIO TaK, Kak 6yATO HONroe 0KULaHUE, KOTOPOE OH TEPIIENI BCe 3TO BPEMS, TOT'0
CTOWJIO.



Bce ctouno toro, korga Keiic CMOTPEJIa Ha ee 0e3MSITEKHOE CIISIIEe JIUIIO.

"Tel He Xouelb HecTH ee?" CepeduHa 3aBopyana, MoATankKuBas pebeHKa K Kpenkou rpynu Keiica.
CnoBHO nOopazkeHHas 3JIEKTPUYECKUM TOKOM, Kelic 04Ty cpa3dy MOMsATUIICS.

"He menaii aToro! Tel mpuunHUIID et 601b!" Kelic 3apbidaj, IeTasCh TOBOPUTH TUXO0 U HEe Pa30youTh
pebeHKa.

— V mens pyku 6onst! 4 yKe mBa 4aca ee Hecy! - Bo3myTtunack Cepeduna. «Trl He X04elllb HECTH
ee, ¥ Tellephb THl HE MTO3BOJISEIIbL MHE ONYCTUTH ee! [lyMaellb, MOU PyKu U3 cTanu!?» oHa Oblsia
B3BOJIHOBaHA TeM, Kak BeJ cebs Keiic.

"CC-C-C-C! C-C-C-C!" Ketic mpuioXuj yKa3aTelbHbIN Majiell K ryb6aM, 4ToObl 3aTKHYTh BegbMy. — TH
pas0ymuIs ee!

Kak oH MOT fepXkaThb YTO-TO TAKO€ XPYIKOoe, Kak pe6eHOK? MEIC/b 0 TOM, YTOOBI IPUYUHUTE i 60JIb,
IIOYTH CBOMXJIA €T0 C yMa.

[TaHuKa TpoMeNbKHYIa Ha nuile Kelic, Korga oH yBupen, Kak Markas 6poBbs pebeHKa ciierka
CMOPIIMIIACh, KaK 6yATO OHAa BOT-BOT IIPOCHETCS.

"Isans Ketic!" ApaGenia mo3Baja ero, Ho Keic CHoOBa IIPUJIOKMII MTasell K ero rybam.

«Crcc! Pebenok crut». Kelic cka3aja rojocoM, eBa CIHIIHLIM IIEIIOTOM.

«Keiic, TeI OUeHb HapsixKeH...» Y ApuaHnbl 6oJiesla T0JI0Ba, KOra OHa Habiomana 3a peakiuei Kelica
Ha Meso4b. ECIU 3TO MPOAOIIKUTCS, V HETO OyHIeT BEICOKOE KPOBSIHOE HaBIeHHE.

BricTpo ApraHa oTHaia CBOIO JOYh CBOEMY MyXKY ¥ B3siyla pebeHKa u3 pyk CepeduH, Korna BegbMa
B3[IOXHYJIa ¢ 00nerdenueM, u 6aiwokarna ee.

«MeneHHo... Me[JIeHHO...» Kelic OLLT B TaHUKE.

"Csimp!" ApuaHa KOMaHoBasa [J0OHOBAaHOM, OOHUM M3 CAMBIX CTPAIIHBIX JIMKAHOB, CJIOBHO OH OB
MaJIEHbKUM IIIEHKOM.

Co cBoei mapo¥ B pykax Apuansl Kelic cmenan To, 4To eMy CKa3asid, HO ero rja3a Bce elle ObUn
IIPUKOBAHEI K CBOEH Imape.



«[TpOTSIHU PyKu». — TIOBTOPHIIa ApraHa.

"Hert! 4 He Oymy aToro genath!" Ketic 3Han, uTo ApraHa coOupasnach cienaTh, HO OHa BCe paBHO
IIO[ITOJIKHYIa pe0eHKa K HeMy, He 3aiyMbIBasich, KOHeuHO, Keiic OymeT mepxkath ee. «HepT, ApuaHa!
He pemaii aToro!» — BeIpyTasics OH, KOTAa Ha ero 0y BRICTYIIUJIN KalleIbKX MOTa.
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