"9T10 He xopomuio." CepeduHa 4TO-TO MPoOOPMOTaa cebe Mo HOC, HO JOCTAaTOYHO TPOMKO, YTOOBI
Peitr u Kanne0 ycbImany.

"UTo BBl UMEETE B BUMY, UTO 3TO He XopoIno?" Peiin cena psimoMm ¢ Cepedunoit, 6atokas ciabyio
ITULY B JIaOHSX. «JTa ITUIIA KaK-TO CBsI3aHa ¢ TopakoM?»

PeiiH 3Haja, 4TO 3TO 3BYYUT CTPAHHO, HO IIOYEMY-TO B 3TOM OblI cMBICTI. OHa elle He CIIPOCUIIa
Topaka o ITHIIE ¥ 0 TOM, KaK 9TO MaJIeHbKO€e CyIIeCTBO GBIJI0O BOKPYT HEr0, KOTA Y APYTUX TUKAHOB
ero He OBLIO.

«3JTO0 CyILIeCTBO — Aylla 3Bepsi». — Bhlanwia CepeduHa, He IBITasSCh HUYETO OT Hee CKPHITh. «IJTO
riny0okas TalHa Oesblx THKaHoB. HUKTO, KpoMe HUX, 00 3TOM He 3HAeT».

U CepeduHa 3HaIa 3TOT CEKPET TOILKO IIOTOMY, UTO IpoBea ¢ [IXKeIpeKoM aecsaTuneTus. [laxe
Kamnne6 He 3HaI.

Ho, mockombKy OH ObIJT OMHUM U3 IOBepeHHBIX NUll Topaka, CepeduHa MpoCcTo coobumIa UM
MH(pOpPMAaIHUIO.

«JIuKaHHl cCUNIbHEe U 00/1afaloT HeoOblualiHO OCTPHIMU YyBcTBaMu. Ho y neresmapHoro 6emoro
JMKaHa WX 9yBCTBa 000CTPUIUCH emle Gombine. OgHako...» CepeduHa B3r/IsSHYyIa Ha MaJI€HbKYIO
ITUYKY B TafOHSX PeiiH. «/IX 3BEPUHYIO CTOPOHY HEJIETKO IPUPYYUTh, T03TOMY OoTHHS JIyHEL fana
elle OOHO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOE CYIIIECTBO, YTOOH YPABHOBECUTH CBUPEIIOCTh 3BEPSI».

Vi3nuimHe TOBOPUTH, YTO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHEIM CYIIECTBOM, IMogapeHHBIM Topaky, Oblia 3Ta XKap-
IITUIIA.

— Torpma 4To Bce 3T0 3HAUUT? PeliH MOYyBCTBOBasa, KaK €e I'Py/b CXKaJach, y Hee ObIIO MJI0X0e
IpefA3HaMeHOBaHUeE O TOM, YTO TopaKa HET PAAOM CO CBOEH XKap-NITULIEH, U O COCTOSHUU 3TOU ITULIBI
npsMo ceiiyac. «Topak He BHITIIAHeN O0IbHEIM UIU eMy Obly1o 60TbHO, KOTHa OH [lal MHE ITHUIY».

Pelin BcmomHuMa, 4To ¢ TOpakoM BCe B IIOPSAAKE.

«Ero HeT, HO ero 3Bepb ecTh». CepedrHa IPOBeia CBOUMH TOHKMMHU aJTbYUKAMHU 110 ITePhsIM IITHITH,
ee MaJleHbKas IpylKa U3pegKa IOOHUMAaach U OMyCcKalachk. «9TO COCTOSTHUE ITPOTUBOIIOIOKHO
cocTosHUI0 Topaka, Korga OH pa3pyLIui 3faHue OuOIMOTEeKH U yOUII MHOTO JIIOfeN».

B To BpeMms yenoBeuyeckasi CTOpoHa Topaka cTasa ciiabee, 4eM ero 3Beph, IIOTOMY YTO OH MIPUYHHUIT
BPEJ CTOJILKHM JIIOIM, KOTOPEIE IOLUUIH IPOTHUB IIPABUJI 3TOTO LIapCTBa.

Bot rnoyemy ero CBHpeHBIﬁ 3BEPb ITOSABUJICSA Ha IIOBEPXHOCTH €0 CO3HAHHUS.



OpHako npsMo cergac. 1o 66110 HA060POT.

[Tockonbky Topak UCIIOIB30BAJI CUITY Kap-IITULBL, YTOOH YOUTH TEX CYIIECTB, KOTOPHIX HAC/IaIu Ha
HUX [IbSIBOJI U BEObMHI, 3B€Ph ObLT HACTOJILKO C1al.

BepOHTHO, 9TO TaKxXKe OBIJIO HpPI‘-IHHOfI TOr'0, 4TO TopaKy OBIIO JIerYe CTAaTh MUIIEHBIO U ITOMACThCS
Ha YJIOBKH TEMHBIX BEObM.

Peiin BHUMaTEIBHO ClIyIIala. «MTak, 4TO 3HAYUT, KOT'Ja COCTOSIHYME IITUIIE TaKoe?» XOTh OHa U
3afalia BOIIPOC, HO Peitn 6osimach YCIIBIIIAaTh OTBET, OHA OTKYOa-TO 3HAJId, YTO CKAaXKeET BebMd.

«OH... B onacHocTH». CepeduHa yIpocTuiia CBOi OTBET, HO, KOHe4YHO XKe, PeitH u Kanneb cmornu
ynoBuTh 0T CepeduHbl HeUTO OObIIIEE, YEM CIIOBO «OTIACHOCTDHY.

PeiiH o0HapyXKula, YTO i TPYAHO [ObIIIaTh. — THl MOXKEIb ee BhIJIEUUTh? — c1abo cIpocuia OHa,
IIPOTATUBAs PYKHU Tak, 4TOOH BelbMa MOTJIa BUfeTh OeIHSIKKY B CBOUX JTafoHX. [Iphiraronias
CepedrHa MOXKET HallTU peIleHue.

OpHako BegbMa IMoKadaja roioBoii. — Borocs, 1 He MOTY.

Peiin IIpOBEJia OeHb OO0 IIOJIYHOYH B cBoelt koMHaTe. OHa obefana u YXKHWHaJla B KOMHATe TOJIBKO

noToMy, uTo CepeduHa cKasaja, YTO el Hy2KHO O0JIbIlle CHJI, YTOOB COXPAHUTD MITUIY KUBOM.

Bxkyc enpl 6b11 TOofo0eH CyXOMy ITeCKy BO PTY, HO PeliH He kajoBajiach U IIPOJOJIKaa ecTk.

2KeBath, r7I0TaTh, 2K€BaTh U CHOBA T'JIOTaTh, TOJIKOM He ITOYYBCTBOBAB BKyca. Bce, 4To el ObII0
HY2KHO, 9TO [IOIMOTHUTEJIbHAS CHUJIa, YTOOR COXPAHUTh JOCTATOYHO CHUJIBI, YTOOBI COXPAHUTh IITUITY B
JKMBBIX KaK MOXKHO [I0J/IbIlle, TOCKONIbKY PeliH He 3Haa, YTO el HyXKHO JeJlaTh.

— Topak, rge Tei? Tel MeHS CBIIUIIG? PelH MIakasa, OHa JepKaja ITUITY 6JIM3K0 K IPYAU, IIBITAsICh
COTPeTh 3TO MajleHbKOe CYIIECTBO.

«4l He 3Hal0, YTO MHe [ieNlaTh...» — IIpollenTana PeliH B IyCcTyi0 KOMHATY, TTIAAg B TEMHOTY.
«MoxeTe 1T BbI CKa3aTh MHe, e Topak? Mmu Bel MOXKeTe OTBECTH MeHs K HeMy? OH MHE OYeHb
HyK€H...» cJle3a yIaja Ha I'oJIoBy c1aboi ITHUIIb, KOT[a OHa KM3/ajla HeXKHbIM BU3T.

Korpga BpeMst yCKONTb3HYJIO U JIyHa IOOHSIACh Hafl 3Be3MHOM HOYbIO, CO3HaHUe PeliH Hayaso yracars,
KOT'7Ia YCTaJIOCTh U TPEBOTA OXBATUIIU €€ Pa3yM U TeJo.

OpHako Ha caMOM fiejie OHa AO0CTaTOYHO IIPOCHYJIACh, YTOORI YCIEIIATE 3TOT I'OJIOC.



«Peiin».

OH Ha3BaJl ee UM UMEHHO TaKUM, KaKUM ero moMuusa Perin. Ero rosoc Bcermga OB HEXXHBIM, KOTOa
OH Pa3roBapuBall C Hel, He3aBUCUMO OT 00CTOSTENIbCTB.

«Peiin».

OH cHoBa 1103Ba ee, HO Pelin mpocTo cnyiana. Ee 3peHue 1 pa3yM 3aTyMaHu Oefiblil TYMaH, Ui,
MOXKeT OBITh, 3TO OBIJIO M3-3a TOTO, YTO PeliH crnana?

Peiin He Obllla yBepeHa B CBOEM HHIHEIITHEM COCTOSTHUM.

Bh110 1M 3TO PeaIbHOCTBIO UJIX 3TO IIPOMUIOIIIIO TOJIBKO B €€ I'0JIOBE, HO I'OJIOC HEe ITepeCTaBasd 3XOM
OTHOaBaJICA B €€ YIIIaX.

«PelH. TPOCHUCH, JTI0O0BL MOST».

PeliH TsKeJ0 CryI0THYMa. — TOpak? OHA BEIKPUKHYJIA €r0 UMs B HeolpeneneHHOCTH. OHa Havasa
CIpamuBaTh ce6si, OTBETHIIA I OHA eMy BO CHE WJIM [IeHCTBUTEILHO Ha3Bajla ero uMs.

'"Mog 11060BE."'

U 370 OBLIO BCe.

['ma3a Pelin pacmaxHyJIUCh, ¥ U3-3a Pe3KOT0 IBUXKEHUS Y Hee HeMHoro 3abosesna ronosa. CHavana
OHa He 3HaJa, roe Haxogutcs. Ho moToM... OHa Hadasla y3HaBaTh UHTEPLEP 9TOTO MeCTa.

Peiin pe3ko BcTana, 4T0OB yOEIUTHCS, UTO OHA HUYEro He BUAUT. TONHKO KOTfla OHa BHUMATEJILHO
OCMOTpeJia BCI0 KOMHATY, TO OblJla HACTOIbKO YBepPeHa, YTO NeMCTBUTEILHO HaXOMUTCS B 9TOM MECTe.

OHa ceJla Ha KOXKaHOEe CUJIeHbE PSIOM C OKHOM OT I10JIa O MOTOJIKA U guBaHOM. OHa OBl He
oIIu0Iack B 3TOM MECTE.

Benp Peiin mpoBesa B 3TOM KOMHATe HENENH, TOTOBSACH K 9K3aMeHY.

Peiin Obinta B Kabunete Topaka. Oduc komnanuu [I0HOBaH, KOTOPHIHM Haxomusics B ropone ®ynbpaiT.

Pelin meiicTBUTENBbHO OBINIa TaM, ¥ OHA He 3Hala, Kak u nmouyemy!?

EnvHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOTJIM OaTh ee BOCTIOMUHAHUS, — 3TO Tojioc Topaka. OHa yCbIIaaa ero, ¥ BOT



OHa 30€Ck.

3aTeM PeliH omycTuia riia3a 4 MOHSJIA, YTO BCE ellle NEePKUT MaJIeHbKYIO IITUYKY B JTAJOHSX.
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