B rna3ax pe6eHKa ObLI CTpax, KOria OH CMOTpeN Ha PeliH, yMonsis cBouMu OOTBIIUMU KapUMU
rna3aMu PeilH He IPUYUHSATL MY Bpena.

Ha mMruoBeHue PeliH nogyMara, 4To ee ufesi COBEpIIeHHO HeBepHa, HO yOenuna cebs, 4To
nornpo6oBaTh He ITOMeIIaeT.

— 4 npocto crporry Tebs, xopoio. PeliH moporia 6;1uxke K pebeHKY Ha pyKax JInkaHa.

HOCKOJ’IBKy 9TO OBLI BCET0 JIUIIL MaJIeHbKUHI p66€HOK, JIuKaH Ha caMOM [fielie He 06pamanc5{ C HUM
I1JIOXO, ITIOCKOJIBKY OH HOCHII pe6eHKa, KakK 3TO [eJjiajl OTel.

— PeiiH, uTO TH coOUpaeIbcs menaTh? Kanmed cHOBa 3aHepPBHUYAN M3-3a CTPAHHOT'O IIOBENEHUS
Peiin. YTo OymeT menath TpexneTHUM pebeHOoK? [JeliCTBUTENBHO JIM OHA IT0fl03peBasia pebeHKa?

Peitn mpourHopupoBasa Bomnpoc Kanneba u MpoTsHya pyKy, YToOB KOCHYThLCS IIeKH pebeHKa.

XoTs 0Ha BCe ellle He MOrJia ITOHATh, KaK 9TO BUAEHNeE IPUXONUT U YXOOUT Oe3 ee corjlacus, HO, 0
KpaiiHeu Mepe, PeliH Hapesnach, 4TO Telepb OHA CMOXKET YTO-TO HAUTH.

Peiin KocHynack pefeHKa He TIOpe3aHHbIM MaJIbIEM, a IPYTOM PYKO.

BpeMH CJIOBHO OCTAHOBUJIOCH, Korga PeliH KOCHYIJICA €To0. Jlam1ia MUTHYJIA U II0racCjia, KOT'ma BOKPYT
CTaJIO TaK TEMHO, YTO OHa HUYETO HE MOT'JIa BUOETh.

IbixaHue PeiiH cTamo HEPOBHBEIM, KOTZIa €€ VU YIIOBUIM KaK0oe-TO ABUKEHNUE PSIIoM C Hell.
IBUKeHME U 3BYK JETCKOTO IJIava.

Ixenn?

9to 3By4adJIO KdK OH.

Peiin oOepHyac u 00HapyXuia, 4To pebeHKa HeCyT Ha YbeM-TO I1JIede TOJI0BOM K CIIMHE MYKUMHHIL.

9to OBl [IKens.

A MyX4YUHa... KTO OBUI 9TOT MyK4YHHA?

Peiin 3Hasa, 4TO HAXOOUTCS B CBOEM COOCTBEHHOM BUAEHUHU NPOIIJIOTO, HO He Obljla yBepeHa, CMOTYT
JIX OHU ee yBUOeTb. CMOTYT JIX OHU YBULETH €€ cerndac?



Koneuno, 6ymyT! Besskuil pa3, Korma OHa BO3Bpallianaach B MPOIIIOe, OHa OYKBAJIbHO MOMafaia B 9TOT
MOMeHT. PelfH xoTesa gath cebe MOLIEYUHY, HO MOCIIEIIHO IIbITallaCh HANTH YKPBITHE, YTOOBI
CIIPSITATHCS.

Ona Hauna HeGoIbIION MKad, MPUKPEIJIEHHE K CTeHe, U CyHyJla BHYTPh CBOE TEJIO.

W3 npuoTKpHITON OBepU PeliH Moria BUAETh MyKUYMHY, HECYIIETO Ha Ijledye MaJIeHbKoro [Ixkenna,
IIPOIIEAIIero MUMO Hee.

Pelin He MOTJ1a BUJIETh €T0 JIUIIa, HO Obl/Ia COBEPILIEHHO YBEPEHa, 4To 9T0 Anbda PaliaH, KOTOpOTo
uckan Topak, IOCKOJIbKY [I2Kel[ MponoixkKal Ha3bkBaTh €70 CBOUM «I1aIllon».

OpHaxnasl, Korfa oHa Oblla yBepeHa, UTO My K4HKHa yIies, PeliH OTKphiia IKad 1 BHIIIIA U3 CBOETO
VKPBITHS.

Ona OblyTa B 3TOM KYTKOM TEMHOM TyHHeJle. PeiiH HanoMHMIa cebe mompocuth CepeuHy HayIUTh
ee, Kak OpaThb ¢ co00¥ APYTux JIofiel, eciu eii MpugeTcs JeflaTh 3TO CHOBA B CIENYIOUINN pas.

PeliH He OBllIa yBepeHa, 4YTO OPOOUTE II0 3TOMY TEMHOMY MECTY HOCTATOYHO 0e30IacHO, HO Pa3Be OHa
He co0Hpanach IPUUTH B 3TOT MOMEHT?

Ecnu 4T0-TO mo¥eT He Tak, PeiiH 0CTaBUT BCe 3[eCh U BePHETCS B cBoe BpeMsi. OHa chesaia 9To,
KOT[la IIOIIa 3a TPUMYapoM, TaK YTO OHA [J0oTafanach, YTO CMOXKET CHeJlaTh 3TO CHOBA.

MepnieHHO, HO BEPHO OHa Ijia Briepef, 671aro 3To MECTO UMeeT TOJIbKO OfMH IIyTh, TAK YTO OHA He
6osinach 3a0myouThCs. PeiiH nmogkpanach Onuxke U mpuxkasach COUHOM K aBepu. OHa BIENUIACh
HOT'TSIMH B JTQJJOHU, YTOOBI TOJABUTH CTPAX, IMBITASICh IPUCIYIIATHCS K T0JI0CAM BHYTPH.

[Tocrne Toro kak PeiiH oLy TpU MUHYTHI, B KOHLIE TYHHEJISI OKa3ajlaCh KOMHAaTa C IPUOTKPLITON

[IBEPLIO.

OpHako romoca BHYTDH OBLITH CJIOBHO KTO-TO yp4all Ha HE3HAKOMEIX A3BIKaX. Peiin He MOrya IOHATH

N3 HEero Hu CJIOBa.

9TO He UMEJI0 HUKAKOTO CMEICIIA.

OcTopoxkHO PeliH mprcena Ha KOPTOUYKHU U 3arjisHyJa B Clerka MPUOTKPHITYIO ABEPD, ¥ OT 9TOU
CIIEHBI IIEpe]] ee TIa3aMU €€ BOJIOCH BCTAIM JEI00M.

PeitH mpUKpHIIa POT PYKOH, YTOOB HE 3aKPUYATh.



CueHa rnepen ee ria3aMu Oblra HaCTOJIBKO y}KacanmeI?I.

U Bce pasmeinock. "TIOCTABBTE ET'O!" Peitn cpa3y ke 3akpuyana, cxBaTuB Kanneba 3a 3ansicTee u
OTCTYIIMB BMeCTe ¢ HUM. JIMKaH, KOTOPHIH fepxka [[xKeii, He CIUIIKOM OBICTPO OTpearupoBall,
Korma 6e300MOHEIN MalleHbKUI MaJIbulK B €70 PyKax IMOBEPHYJ CBOIO KPOLIEYHYIO T'OJIOBY U YKYCHII
€ro 3a ILIew.

Korpa ee 3peHue nposicHUNIO0Ch, PeitH KocHymnach meku [Ixxenn. ManbuuK BHE3AIHO IlepecTa
IIJTaKaTh ¥ C OTBpAIleHrueM IMOCMOTpen Ha PeliH, ero ria3a moKpacHenu.

JIukaH u3pgan JIOJ'II"PIfI B3BOJIHOBAHHBIN PEIK, IIEITAACH OCBO6OJII/ITBC${ OT MaJIb4YHKa.

Kak TonbKo eMy ymanoch 0CBOOOMUTS 111€10, OH IIJIETIHYJT MaJiburKa Ha 3eMit0. Crila, KOTOPYI0 OH
IPUII0XKUI, OblJIa TaK BEJIMKA, YTO MECTO, IT'Tie MaJIeHbKOE TeJI0 CTONKHYJIOCH C ITOJIOM, OCTaBUIIO
BMSTHHY.

PeliH CKpMBHJIaCh, KOTHa YBUOEa 3TO, KaK ero TeI0 MOTJIO BhIepKaTh TAaKOH yHoap?

Opzako oHa omubanack. [I>XKeln BCTall, Kak HU B 4eM He OLIBAJIO.

'poMKuii ITyM BHYTPY KOMHATEHI IPUBJIEK BHUMaHUe OPyTux JINKaHOB CHapPyXH, HO, KOTAa OHU
coOHpanuch BOUTHU B KOMHATY, IBEPh C TPOMKHUM XJIOTIKOM 3aKpHIJIach, IIOKA He II0YYBCTBOBAJIOCH, YTO
BCe TOMellleHNe Hadyajlo TPSICTUCH.

He TompKO mBEph KOMHATH OblIa 3aKphITa, HO U MMOTAiHas ABEPh, TaK KaK KPOBATh yIajia Ha 3eMITI0,
HAKpHIB €e.

Teneps B clianbHe OBIIO TONBKO YeThIpe YesnoBeKa: PeitH, Kanmne0, JIukan u [xeun,.

"KT0 0H, uepT Bo3pMu!?" Kasnneb rpoMko BrIpyrajucs. Ero ria3a moTeMHeNIH, KOTla OH MPUTSIHYII
Peiin Onuxke K cebe U CIIpSITal €e 3a CIHHOM,

I'ma3a Kanne0a METHYJIHUCH K JINKaHYy, YKYIIIEHHOMY KenmoM. KpOBB, KOTOpPasd XjieCTalla U3 ero
PaHEBI, HE OCTaHaBJIMBalaCh, OYEBUOHO, €TI0 UCHEJIAI0IIad CIIOCOOHOCTH He ITOMOTJIa eT0 aeny.

Yro aT0? Ag?

Ho He Tak y MHOTO $5ifla, ClIOCOOHOT0 HaBpeOuTh 000POTHIO, He TOBOPS yXKe 0 uKaHe. MTak, 4To 3To
OLLIO?



['poMKHe yoaphl CHapyK¥ YKa3bIBAJIU Ha TO, UTO 9TH IMKAHEI HE MOTJIA BEIJIOMATh BEPH, KaK OBl OHU
HU CTapaJIUCh.

OHO momMXKHO OBITH YEM-TO MTOKpPEITA. YepHas Marus? Ho oHu He ObUIM BembMaMu. Malb4uK OBII
II[EHKOM.

— PeiiH, uTo Takoe? — cupocun Kanned TaKuM KeCTKHM rojocoM. 'aMma GBI B COCTOSTHHH
ITOBBLIIIEHHOM T'OTOBHOCTH, KOTTA €ro B3TJISI[l OCTAHOBUJICS Ha MaJIeHbKOM MaJIbuYMKe, KOTOPHIH
CMOTpEI Ha HEero B OTBET.
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