— Yro 3a chenka, KOTOPYIO ThI 3aKITIOYMII ¢ 6oruHed nyHsl, Cepedunoi? Topak HaKIIOHUIICS U
CIIPOCHIT BEIbMY.

«3JTO0 cHenKa MeXAy MHOM U HeH, TakK 4TO BaM He 00s3aTelbHO 00 3TOM 3HaTh». — CTPOTO CKa3ala
CepeduHa u, ONEPIINCEH TIOKTEM Ha MTOAJIOKOTHHUK, ITepeIiesia masblikl BMecTe. «Eciiu BBl HE BepUTe
TOMY, YTO SI TOBOPIO, UANTE BIEPEN U IPHUBEOUTE €€ Ha CBOIO TEPPUTOPHUIO, BO BTOPOM pa3 y Hee
CITy4UJICS PELUAUB, IIOTOMY UTO €€ OyX He BBIAEpKall, s He 3Hal0, CMOXKET JIX OHa BBI3TIOPOBETDH UK
HerT. ."

9To OBITIO IpEnyNpeXaAeHre, yrpo3a, Ho Topak 3Hal, 9To B cjoBax CepeduHsl Oblia pasaa, u Anbda
OBLI PACCTPOEH, IIOTOMY YTO Y HETO He ObIJI0 IPYroro BEIGOpa, KpoMe KaK CHOBA IOC/IENOBATH COBETY
BEIbMEIL.

YBuUmeB, 4TO ee OPYT YyTh He Pa303nuiics, PeliH moioxXusia pyKy Ha ero CKaThlil KyJlaK U YIEI0HYIach
emy. «IToexanu momoii, B ropon OynbpaiiTa, MHe ellle HyKHO XOOUTh Ha 3aHATUS».

Topak IpHUCTaNbHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha CBOET0 OPYra, MEITasiCh COOPAThCs, pexkae YeM KUBHYI U KOPOTKO
3arosopui. "Xopoio."

Topak IpOTSHYI PyKy, coOpan Ipsigb Boioc PelfH, KoTopas 4yTh He yIajia B TAPeJKy C CYIIOM, U
3aKMHYJI ee eH 3a yX0, ITI0Ka PelH nmpoposixKaia C4acTIUBO ECTh.

Ero I"OJ'IY6BIG TJla3a MMPUKOBAHEI K TOMY MECTY, I'l€ Hadalla d)OpMPIpOBaTBCE[ ero MeTKa Ha Iiee PeliH,
CUHSAKHN Ha4dadJIl UCY€e3adTh, d Ha ITOBEPXHOCTHU €€ KOXKU IMOABUIINCE 3aMBICIIOBATEIE Y3JIbI U CIIOZKHEIE
I/I31"I/I6BI, II0X02KHKe€ Ha KeJIbTCKYIO TaTYUPOBKY, OHaA €Ill€ He BO YTO-TO IIPEeBPATUIIdCh, HO, CyOs I10
BCeMYy, 3TO OBITIO YTO-TO KpaCusBoe.

PaccestiHo Topak MOT/IafiujI IIOBEPXHOCTh CBOEH METKHU GOJIBIIUM IaNlbIlleM, ¥ 3TO HEMHOTO HAMyTasio
Peitn. — Bce etre 601bHO? — CIIPOCHUT OH, yOUPas PyKy C METKH.

«Her... 3T0 IpocTo...» PellH 3auKanach, He 3Hasi, KakK OIKACATh YyBCTBO, KOrAa Topak KOCHYICS
METKH.

Ka3zanocs, ee XKeJIyOooK CKPYTHUJIO OT CTPAHHOTI'O OINYIIEHUs, ¥ OT 3TOr'0 €€ JINIIO APKO ITIOKPAaCHEIIO.

TopaK HAKJIOHHUIJI TOJIOBY ¥ YBHUEJI, KaK ITIOKPACHEJIO JINIIO €T0 IIOOPYTrH, KOToa OHa IMPUTBOPAIIACE,
4YTO HUYETO HEe YYBCTBYET.

aBHBIM-TaBHO Topak Korga-mu0o CIIBIIIal OfHY WK [IBe BEIU 0 MeTKe, OOHA U3 HUX Obljia; MECTO,
TZie TIOSIBUJIach MeTKa, OymeT 0oJjiee YyBCTBUTENIHHBIM K IIPUKOCHOBEHUIO, 0COOEHHO KOTZia Balll
IapTHEP KOCHeTCS Bac.

Bupumo, 3T0 OBIIO TPaBOOM.



TopaK HaClaXOaJiCd, CIIyIoad I'0JIoCa, KOTOPEIE PeltH n3gaBasa B CBOeH rojoBe, 3a0bIB, UTO TopaK
TOXK€E€ MO2KET UX CIIBIIIATh.

[Anbda...] BaesanHo Kanneb mMpicieHHO cBg3anm Topaka, YTO 3aCTaBUJIO ITOCTIEOHETO HAXMYPUTHCS.
[Pa3Be THI He X0Uellb Hay4YuTh JIyHY, KaK MaCKAPOBaTh CBOM MBICIIN?]

BecmomorHo cupocun 'aMMa, ¥ ero JINI0 TOXKe IIOKPaCHEO.

9TOT BOIpOC NIpUHEC eMy 37100HBIN B3TJIA Topaka, KOTOPHIM aBTOMaTU4eCKu 3acTaBuil Kanmeba
pa3opBarth CBA3b pa3yMa.

KanneOy He HYKHO OBITIO CIIpaIlIMBaTh U ITPOCTO BHIPE3ATh 3TO, TEMEPh ¥ HEero OymyT Ipo0IeMbl, eCiu
OH BBICJIyLIAET TO, YTO HE [OJIKEH.

«IIpexme yeM MBI OTIIPaBUMCS B ropon ®ynOpaiT, g xouy, 4TOOR MBI CHa4yasla OTIIPABUJIUCH B TOPO.I
UBONT». — 00BsIBUI Topak. «f mpepnmosnara, 4YTo oHa OyIeT B MOPSIKe B TeYEHUE ABYX U TPEX
nHel, BepHO?» OH nocMoTpen Ha CepeduHy, Korma CIIpPOCHIL.

<<TpI/I OHS — 3TO HOPMAJIbHO». — OTBETHUJIAd Cepe(l)I/IHa, He IIOOHMMasA I'OJIOBEI OT JecCepTa, KOTOprfI
OHa eJIa.

«4 x04y, 9TOOH BBl COOOIIMIY [IMUTPHIO, YTO 5 XOUy BULOETH €T0 Yepes [Ba JHS Ha IPaHUIle HalleH
tTeppuTopun». Topak cooburun Kanneby. «5 xo4y ycrnblaTh, Kak OH 00BACHSIET UX JeP3K0e
OTHOIIIEHUE .

PeitH cMOTperia Ha CBOe OTpaxkKeHKe Ha MOBEPXHOCTH 3epKajla B BAHHOM, HAKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY, YTOOBI
Jydlile BUAETh CBOIO IIEIO.

Mecro, rme ee ykycun Topak, BCe ellle pacmyxjo, HO CHHUEe U KpPaCHbIe CUHSKU UCYe3]Id, OCTABUB
cepeOpSIHYI0 TUHUIO U3 3aMBICTIOBATHIX IMHUN U U3TH00B, KOTOPhIE HAIIOMMHAIOT TaTYUPOBKY, HO C
cepeOpsSHBIMU YepPHUTIAMHU.

Peiin He 3HaJjla, KaK 9TO OIKMCaTh, OHA HUKOI[a He mobuita TAaTyHUPOBKY XU HUKOT'TA HE OyMadJlla
COeaTh ee, eClin OBl MOTJIa, HO 3Ta OTMETHHA Ha ee Iee IIoOpa3uiia ee.

Tak BOT Kak BeITJIsAMIeIa MeTKa? CepeOpsIHBIN I[BET, TaKOM ke, KakK y JInkaHa y Topaka.

Ona IIpOBEJia IIOYTU TPUOLATh MUHYT, OyMadd O TOM, KakK en HpPaBHUJIaCh METKA Ha €€ IIee, 3aMupasd,
He IMOHKHMasl, YTO HEKHUH KTO-TO 6eCCTbIJIHO IIPUCIIYIINBAETCA K €€ BHYTpeHHefI MEICIIN.



Topak IPHUCIOHUIICS K CTEHE PSIIOM C IBEePhIO B BAHHYIO, TAK YTO PeiiH He MOT IOHSTh, C KAKUX IIOP
OH OBLLI TaM.

U xorga PeiiH 3aKOHYMIIa YUCTUTH 3yOHI U €IIle pa3 B3TJISHYIa Ha CBOI0 METKY, OHA BBIIIIA U3 BaHHOU
TOJIBKO IJ1sT TOTO, YTOOH Topak OOHSI ee.

OueBupHo, Topak OBUT B XOPOIlIeM HaCTPOEHUU U [axKe IOYTH IIOBEPHYJICS K CBOEMY IIPEXKHEMY «SI»,
KOTZla YTKHYJICSI HOCOM B YT'OJIOK Iiyieda PeliH. BmoxHysa ero HalapHUK ONbSHSIONUIUN apoMar.

— Kak pmonro Tel TaM cTosin? Topak Hec PeliH B CTU/Ie MPUHIIECCH M OCTOPOXKHO IIOJI0KUI €€ Ha
KpOBaThk.

«C TOr0 MOMEHTA, KaK THI IOyMaJja, YTo MeTKa TakKas KpyTas, II0Ka TH TOXe He CTajla CYUTaTh cels
OenblM TuKaHOM». TOpak yBUAeN, Kak I'/la3a ero HallapHuKa PacIIupPUINCh OT 1I0Ka, HO OH He
OCTaHOBHUJICS, 000aBUB: «M MBICITb MEXKIY HUMHU TOXKe ObllIa JOBOJIBHO UHTEPECHOM... XM, YTO 3T0? TH
NEeVCTBUTEJIBHO X0Tella MeHsl YKyCUuTh? Y 0CcTaBUTH CBOU CiIen?»

"Topax!!!" PeliH B yKace BCKPUKHYJIA.

Ona 3a6rwia! CoBeprreHHO 3a05b11, 4TO TOpaK MOT CJIBIIIATH €€ BHYTPEHHKUE MBICTIH.

A moToM, B CIefyIoLIyI0 CeKyHIy, PeliH BcloMHHIIa BCe, 0 YeM OyMasia, Korfa Oblyia B BAaHHOM.

Ho a0 OBIIO TO 2XKe caMoe, Kak OyaTO OHa MBaXKIbl YHUIKAIA ce0s1, BCIOMUHAS BCe 9TH HEJIOBKHE
MBICJTH, HO C IPYTO# CTOPOHEI, KaK OHAa MOTJIa 3TO OCTAHOBUThH?

BrIn 1 KTO-TO, KTO BOOOIIle HE Tyman??

Peiin mepekaThBaiiach, 3aBepHYBIINCEH, KaK OyTepOpos, B Ofesio.

Topak ycMexHyJICsI, YBUEB, HACKOIbKO 3aCTEHYUBOM CTajla ero MOApyra, a 3aTeM IMOTSIHYJICS, YTOOH
CTSIHYTb OZESJIO C ee TOJIOBEI, TAaK YTO, TIOKA TeJo PeltH OBIIO CBEPHYTO B 0f€sJI0, U3 HETO TopYasa
TOJILKO I'0JI0BA, CBHPEIIO CMOTPSIINAs Ha Hero.

He ofpartiasi BEHUMaHUS Ha CEPOUTHIE Tla3a CBOeH Moapyry, Topak HaKJIOHUIICS ¥ IIOWMaJ ee TyOHl,
npo6opMoTaB: — XM... MHE TOXKe HPaBUTCS.
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