"Peiin!" Topak B 0TUaSHUU BHIKPHKHYJI €€ UM, KaK OHa MOTJjla Tak yrpoxkarThk eMy? He 3a0wina nu
OHa yXe 0 IpUYKHe cBoel 6omu?

— 4 He xo04y, 4TOOHI THI TaK CO MHOM oOpairascs! PeiiH o6xBaTuIa OrpoMHOe Tesio Topaka pyKaMu 1
OCTOPOKHO TI0JI0KUJIA TOJIOBY EMY Ha Tpydb. «4 He X04y, YTOOHI TH u30erana MeHs...»

«ToI 32051714, YTO 51 caenan ¢ ToO0ou?» Topak Mmo-mpexXHeMy He 0TBedas Ha 00bsaTus PeilH, OH mepKart
PYKH PSIOM C TEJIOM, HO IO3BOJIUII PeliH mpuKaThCI K HEMY.

Tenepb oHH 00a CuaeJIn Ha XOJIOOHOM IIOJIy B BAaHHOM, Ka3aJI0Ch, HUKTO U3 HUX HE XOTEJI UATH B
TEIIJIYIO IIOCTEeJIb, BCETO B HECKOJIBKMX IIIarax OTTyda.

«Het, KOHEUHO HeT. OT0 ObIJI0 0YEHB CTPAIIHO, S AyMaja, YTO yMpy». PeliH BHIIaNuII IpaBay.

I'ma3a Topaka MOTEMHENH U CTaJH elre 6ojlee XKEeCTKUMH, YeM CeKyHAy Ha3an. OH 3HaJ, YTO 4yTh He
yOuII ee, Kak OH 3a0ymeT 9TO YyBCTBO, KOTIa TOJIBKO YTO BOCCTAHOBUJ KOHTPOJIb HAMl CBOMM 3BEPeEM U
00HaAPYKMII, YTO €T0 MMapa UCTEKAaeT KPOBLIO B € PyKax.

9T0 OBIIO TIepBOe, UTO yBUAEN TOpak, KOTHa BEPHYJICS B CBOIO YeIoBeYecKyio Gpopmy. OH ObIT
OlIapalleH ¥ JaXke He 3HaJ, YTO U AyMaTh.

Ero pa3ym meITajcs OTPHUIATH CLEeHY IePel ero ria3aMu, HO PeasbHOCTh OBlIa TaM, ¥ OH YYBCTBOBAJI,
KaK TeIllasi KPOoBb PeMH COUMTCS U3 ee ILIeH, KOTfla ee [IbIXaHue CTaJio IOBEPXHOCTHRIM, a
cepruebrueHnye 3aMefInIIOCh.

Topak OykBaJIbHO YyBCTBOBAJ CTPaX ¥ My4UTEIbHYIO 00JIb KakKOOX ITOPOH CBOEH KOXKM, COKpyLIas
€ro cepaile OT 0CO3HAHHUS TOTO, YTO OH MOXKET IOTePSITh CBOIO IIapy, U APYyroro ¢hakTa, 9YTo OH ObLI
IPAUYUHOU 3TOTO.

Kaxk oH MOr 3T0 BEIHECTH? ITO0 OLLUIO CIUIIKOM IS HEro.

Topaka IepemnosIHsI0 YYBCTBO BUHEI, OH faxe 00sJICS MPUKOCHYTHCS K HEW U MPUYUHUI e
ouepenHyto 0osb. OH He MOT HoBepsATh ceOe. Ero 3Bephb OB TAKUM OUKHUM.

3Bepb B HeM OBLI B IPOCTH M3-3@ TOTO, UTO PefiH 0 CUX IIOP HE HOCHUIIA €T0 METKY, ¥ pa3apazkaics,
TIOTOMY YTO €T0 CIepKUBaJIK, KOTa ero Inapa Obia Tak 6JIM3KO0 K HEMY.

Takum o6pa3oM, IepBoOe, YTO CeJIal 3BePh, 3TO MMOCTABUI CBOI0 METKY Ha CBOEH IIOJIOBUHKE. ITO
OBLI0 YTO-TO Hen36eKHOe, TOCKOJILKY 3Bepb OBIJT IPUMUTHBHOM CTOPOHOM Topaka.

"Ho, BB 3HaeTe, mo4YeMy 51 3aKOHYUJI, KaK 3T0?" PeliH nopHsIa TOJIOBY U CllerkKa CKpUBUIIACh, KOTa
IIeBeJIbHYIIA IIee, ¥ 9TO 3aCTaBUII0 Topaka riy6okKo 3apbiyaTh. UrHOpHpYS 9T0, PeiiH mpomoskuiia



CBoH cJioBa. «II0TOMy 4YTO THl HEAOCTATOYHO HOBEPSEIIb MHE, YTOOLI COOOUIUTh MHE O CBOEM
COoCTOSTHUY. THI TPOMOJIKaelllb 3alUIaTh MEHS, OCTABJIAsI MEHS B HEBEJEHUHU U HE MTO3BOJISAS MHE
pemats nmpobiemy BMecTe ¢ ToO60#. Pa3Be ThI He TOBOPMII, 4To MbI cTOnKHEMCS C 3TO BMECTe?"

— H... — Haxmypuca Topak.

"Brl MHe obemianu." PeiiH He mo3Bouia Topaky Bo3pa3uTh eil. — THl CKa3as 3TO, Thl CKa3aJl, 4To
HuKorga 0oJibiiie He OyOels HUYero OT MeHsI CKPhIBATh.

Petin IIPOCHYJIACh KaK pPa3 BOBPEMs, KOrga TopaK CKasaJl 9T0, TaK 4YTO 3TO OBIIO IIPpaBUJIBHO, TOJIBKO
€CJIA OH BBITTOJTHUT CBOE OOelIaHHue.

— Wnu... TH MXKeIb, Koraa ropopuiilb 3T0? Korga PeliH cka3asa 3T0, B rma3ax PeliH 0Tpa3unoch
pa3odapoBaHue, ¥ Topak aBTOMATU4YECKM IT0OKaYal T'OJI0BOM.

OH He J5ITraJ, KOTga TOBOPHUJI 3TH CJIOBA, HO 3TO OBLIN OBE Pa3HEIE BEIIH.

«f1 He nry, m060Bb MOS... f O0ombllle HUKOTHOA He Oyoy HUYEro CKpPhIBATh OT Te0s, KOrha YBUKY
TIOCJIE[ICTBUSI CBOET'0 I'IYIIOT0 pPelleHus». Topak CMSTYUIICS, OMYCTUB I'OJIOBY. « ¢ MOJKeH OBIT 3HATH,
yto Cepedune Henb3s noBepsiTh». OH mpobopMoTa, u PeitH pacxoxoTaac.

3By'K CYaCT/INBOI'O I'0JIOCa ero IOMOIIHUKA 3aCTaBUIJI TopaKa CJIETKa YJ'[BIGHYT]:CH.

«Tenepb 0Ha MHe G0JIbIlIe HPABUTCSI». — IIPoIemnTana emy PeitH. — Obelaii MHe, 4YTO HUKOTHA
HUYero He OyOelb OT MeHsI CKPhIBATh.

"Obemmato." Topak oTBeTUI MrHOBEHHO. — Ho... 4T0 3T0 OBITI0? OH mocMoTpesn Ha PeliH ¢ BecenreM B
IJ1a3aX, KOrja OHa HaKJIOHUIAch, YTOOBI CHOBA IIOIEJIOBATh €T0, HO OH YKJIOHUJICS OT 3TOTO.

«3amnedaray 9TO IOIe/lyeM». — YIPIOMO CKa3ajla PeliH, 13-3a CBOUX Me[JIeHHBIX IBUKEHUI OHA
IIPOIIYCTHUIA 3TO.

«$1 He 3HA0, HEYXKeJIU Thl TaK XKaxXK[elllb 11eJI0BaTh MEHsS CHOBa M CHOBA, JTI000Bb MOs...» Topak Obln1
oureniomyieH. PeliH oueHb aKTHBHO COKpalllajia PaCCTOSHUE MeXOYy HUMHU C TeX IOP, KakK TOIbKO
ITPOCHYJIACh.

«IToToMy 4TO 0OBIYHO 9TO OBLI TH, KTO BCETfIa feJiajl TaKue Bellly, HO Tereph TH u3beraelrb MeHsI,
TaK YTO 5 MMPOCTO TIHITAI0Ch OTBETUTH B3aUMHOCThI0». PeifH yXMBIIbHYIAC OT yXa [0 yXa.

Topak cy3urn riasa, yciblliaB OTBeT PeiiH. "



I'maza PeifH pacIIMpUINCh OT YOUBIIEHHUS, KOTa OHA yCikiana ero. — Kak Tkl y3Hasn 06 aToMm?

— 4 cnpiana pa3roBop Mexay ToOoi u CepeduHoM. — cKa3an Topak ¢ ynbIOKoii B TOI0Ce, TaK Kak
OH TOPOUJICS €10, IOTOMY YTO €M yOaloCh BHIIIOJIHUTH 3aJaHue CaMOCTOSTEIbHO.

Ero maneHbKas mofpyra cTajla CUJIbHee, UYeM B IIEPBHIM pa3, Korga Topak BCTPETHUII ee.

— BrlI nmopcnymuBany Hall pa3rosop. O0BuHUIA PeliH.

"Het." Topak mmokayaJ rojIoBOM. «f CULes B YeThIpeX MeTpax OT OBEPH, TaK KakK Ke Bbl MOTJIU
OOBUHUTHL MEHS B MTOMCTYLIINBAHUN?»

PeltH HaXMypuyIach, HO IIOTOM ITOHSJIA, YTO Y Topaka ecTh 4TO-TO BPOME CyIepciyXa.

'Pa3gpaxaromuii.’ — mpobopmoTana PeitH mpo ceos.

"Tel Tak gymaemns?" Topak Becesio IOgHSI OPOBH.

OueBUOHO, €T0 HACTPOEHNE HEMHOTO YIY4IINIOCh IIOCTIE UX CCOP M3-3a TOr0 U 9TOT0, eC/IN He
CYUTaTh TOT0 QaKTa, YTO OH MO-IIpeXKHEeMy He XOTeJl IpUKacaThCd K PeliH, HO OH He 0TBepran
npopBuXKeHue PeiH.

"Kakasg?" PeiiH He mOHKMaJsa, 0 YeM FOBOPUT Topaxk.

"¢ pasgpaxaio?" — crnpocuin Topak, U B ero rojiyObxX rjla3axX BCIILIXHYJIO BECEJIBE.

PeiiH moTpe6oBaIoChk MHOTO BpEMEHH, YTOOH! MOHATh. Ee rila3a pacIupuIruch 0T yxKaca.

'‘HeBo3MoxkHO! C1I0BO HE CIIETEJIO C MOUX I“y'6, He Tak nu? OHa OyMalla, ITbITasiCh BCIOMHUTD, CKa3ajla
OHa 3TO BCJIyX UJIX HET. Ho net! OHa 3TOr0 He chesnaia, 9To OblJIa JIETKOMLICTIEHHAsI MBICITh B
CIIOHTAHHOM IIOPHIBE.

«Her, He 0vu10. HO TEM He MeHee s 3TO CIblLan». Topak yCMeXHYJICs, YBUAEB IIOKKPOBaHHOE
BeIpaxkeHue nuila PeiiH. «B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 9TO OfHO U3 IIPEUMYIIECTB HOCUTh MO0 METKY».
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