"Yro coyunnocs?" Topak 0CTaHOBUJICS, YBUAEB, KaK PeliH 0OTCTynusa Ha [Ba I1ara, Kak TOJIbKO
yBupena ero. "Ilouemy? Tebe 60mbHO? [ToueMy ThI IIayens?"

Brino scHO BUAHO, YTO PeliH 4T0-TO Gecrnokout, a Topak He 3HaJI, YTO UMEHHO, TaK KaK eMy He
pas3pernranoch MpudIuKaTLCS K Hell.

«HeT, He moaxoau KO MHeE...» — 3aCKynusa PeliH, IpUKpEIBad LIEH0.

IToka TopaK N30 BCEX CUJI IIBITAJICA IIOHATH, B HEM IIPUYHHA CTpaI[aHI/Iﬂ Peiin, ero IMOAPyra gyMalia
00 YPOOJINBEIX CUHSAKAX, N3-3d KOTOPBIX TopaK MOT' e€ HEHAaBUIETE.

«JIrobumas Mosi, He TIyrail MeHs...» Topak chefa ellle OOUH IIar Buepeq, u PeitH He cMoria
YBEPHYTHCS OT HEro, TakK Kak ee CIIMHa yAapuiach 0 CTeHY I103aAu Hee.

— He cMmoTpy Ha MeHsd... — XKeCTKO npousHecia PeiH.

"Kakas?" Topak He OB yBepeH B TOM, YTO ycCibia. "[loueMy 4TO CIy4uIoch?"

«f yponnusas...» Pelin mo4TH IylaKasa, KOrga ropopusia 3To. UTo, eciiy 3Ta paHa OCTAHETCs Ha ee
KOXe HaBcerma’?

"Kakas?" Ha aToT pa3 Topak Ovll1 HCKpeHHe COUT C TOJNKY, OH He MOT IIOHSITh, TI0YeMy BAPYT PeliH
npugymar 9Ty dyenyxy? "Het, KoHe4yHO HeT."

Topak cpenar ellle OfUH 1Iar 61uxke, ¥ Terepb OHYU ObIIM BCETO B ABYX IIarax APYyT oT apyra. OH
OCTaQHOBHUJICS ¥ YCTABHUJICS Ha CBOIO TIOAPYTY, €0 B3TJISAM U3y4all ee TEJIO B TOMCKaX HOBBIX
TIOBPEXeHNH, ITOTOMY 4TO PeiiH Havyasia PIAATh.

«PeuH...» Topak Tux0 1mo3Ban ee uMsa. — CKaxu MHe, II0YeMY ThI TaK pa3roBapuBaja?

Pelin CMOTpPEJIa Ha TopaKa CO CJIE3aMHU Ha I'lla3adX, 3TO 3peniie OBIIO YEM-TO, YETO TopaK HEe MOr
BBEIHECTH.

OH xoTes 00HATH PeliH U YCIIOKOUTH €€ TPeBOTYy.

B Takou cutyanuu Topaky Ka3aaoCh, YTO €r0 pPa3phBaloT Ha 4acTHu.

Crnesa ymasa U3 yrojka ee rjia3a, KOTOPYIO OHa ITOCIIEIIHO BEITEPJIA, U 3TO CBEJO ANbdy C yMa,
yBU[EB, KaK OHA IJITaYeT, a OH He 3HaJI, B YeM IIPUUMHA.

— Ckaxu MHe, IT0XkKaJyucTa... — Ero TOH OB IOYTH YMOJISIOIITIM.



Pelin menneHHO y6pana BOJIOCHI C IIjie4da, HO TopaK HEe 3aMEeTHJI, 4TO €ro Iiapa CKPEhIIa
OIIpeneJIEHHYIO 9aCThk €€ TeJjla OT €TI0 II0JId 3PEHHA.

«MOKHO 1, YTOOBI 9TU CUHSIKU UCUE3JIU?» — C TPEBOTOM cipocuia PeliH, omacasch, 4To Topaky 3To
BLI30OBET OTBpAIllEHHUE.

Topak He 0TBeTUI OBICTPO, KOT{Ia IMOHS, B 4eM npobiema. OH He 3HAJI, CMEeSThCSI €My UJIM TJTaKaTh,
y3HaB 0 HaCTosIIel mpodieme.

«HWpu copa...» Topak NpPOTAHYI PYKY,

KoneuHo, PeliH He cTana TepsATh HU CEKYH[IH, Tpexkae YyeM rnogdexkaina K ero 00bITusIM 1 00BUIa
pyKamu ero Taiuio.

«[la, cuagKY ncye3HyT». Topak yCIIOKOUII ee HEPBHYIO MaJIeHbKYI0 TOAPYTY. OH OCTOPOKHO O0HSII
ee MaJIeHbKOe TeJ0. «JTO MOSI MeTKa».

"Bama MeTka?" PeliH mogHsiia roJ0BY U ClIerKa HaXxMypHuiack. — TBOSI OTMeTHHa OyOeT 1moxoxka Ha
CUHSKU?

Peiin mpu3Haachk, 4TO He X04eT, YTOOHl y Hee Ha Illee 0 KOHIla XKU3HU OBIJIU CHHSKM. ..

— Her, mo60Bb Mos1... — ycMexHyIcs Topak.

910 OBLN IEPBHIH pa3, Koraa Topak OB B XOPOIIIEM HAaCTPOEHUH C TEX IOp, KakK PelH npocHynack. OH
BRITJIsAMIEN OoJiee paccnabieHHBIM, KOTHa CMesicsl Hal HelloHuMaHueM PeliH.

«CHUHSIKY UCUE3HYT, U 3T0 CHOPMHUPYET MOIO METKY...» — 00bsicHUI Topax.

Peiin moprayna. "Kax ato OymeT BHIISgeTs?"

«f1 He 3HaW... { HUKOTOa HUKOTO He oTMedas fo Te0s». Topak moxarn miedamu. OH OBLI pajl, YTo
PeliH He BHITISAEN TAaKUM BSIJIBIM, KaK IIPOIIION HOYbIO.

Ha ee miekax ObUT OTTEHOK PYMsiHIIQ, 0COOEHHO KOTa OHa KpacHella, Kak cedyac, 970 Oblyla OfHa U3
Belleit, KoTopkle Topak 00w B HEH.

"CuHsKU UCYe3HyT?" PeliH BHIIYCTHIA CBOE TEJI0 U3 PYyK TopakKa U MOJoIIa K 3epKay, ellle pa3
0CMOTpEB CBOIO 11ef0. "CKOJBKO...?" OHa IOoNbITanach IOTHKATh CBOM CUHSKM, YTOOB IPOBEPUTH, TaK
71 oHU 60JIe3HEHHE, KaK Mpexe.



Brinio Bce elre 6071bHO, HO PeliH Tak»Ke YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO 00IF HEMHOT'O YMEHBIIUTIACS.

«Hepens unu gBe». Topak OTBETHII, €TI0 TOJI0C ORI TAKMM KECTKHUM, KOTla OH CMOTPEJI Ha IIer0
Peiin, Korfia TOT KPEIKO CXKaJl PyKH.

PeliH CHOBa IIOYYBCTBOBAJA, KaK U3MEHMIIOCh HacTpoeHue Topaka, TS B €T0 Tony0sle Ta3a
CKBO3b OTPazKeHMe B 3epKaJle.

OTH r7a3a OBIIM 3aTyMaHeHBl THEBOM, Ile4asibio ¥ BUHON. A y PeliH He OBIJIO0 HA OMHOU U3 9TUX
SMOLIUH.

Peiin moBepHyIach U MeJIEHHO TPUOIM3UIIACh K HEMY, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 Topak u3bexkar ee.

HaxmypenHkble OpoBu PeliH yKa3bsIBalu Ha TO, YTO XKeCT Topaka ee pa3mpaxaeT. Eciyu CUHSIKE CO
BpeMeHeM MCYEe3HYT, TO Y Hee BooOIe He OymeT mpobiem.

Ho nouemy Topak B ouepeqHOU pa3 Tak C HEU MOCTYIUIT?

«41 mpuHec Tebe 3aBTpaK, Jy4llle MMOEMIb ceiiuac, IT0Ka He OCTHUI0». Topak mombITancs coexaTh U3
BaHHOU.

PeitH yrpioMo Hafiyiach, yCIbIIIaB cjaoBa Topaka. Eit 661710 HEBO3MOXKHO JOTHATE €T0 B €€ HEIHEITHEM
coCTosiHUM, TeM 0oJjiee, eCliy OH pelus usberats ee.

Ho, xoHeuHo, PeliH He momKkHa Oblsia 3TOTO0 feniaTh. Eif MpOoCTO HYyKHO OBIIO YTO-TO CHeaTh, ¥ Topak
rmobexars K Hell.

HmMmeHHO 9TO OHA U cHejaja.

[Tpexne yeM Topak ycresn BHIWTH U3 BAHHOM, PeliH BHE3AIHO IIpHCeia Ha KOPTOYKH, AepKac 3a
111e10, ITOKa OHa CTOHasa.

9T0, KOHEYHO, 3acTaBuiIo Topaka 00epHYThCS U IPUOIU3UTHCS K Hel ¢ 6eCIIOKOMCTBOM B TOTYOBIX
rna3ax. OH [pucern nepeq Hel Ha KOPTOYKY, HO He IIPUKOCHYJICS K Heu.

— YTto cnyuyunock? OnaTs 6omut? [ercTBuTenbHO 60bHO? Topak BUAen, Kak Iuio PeitH nCKa3uiIoch
ot 6omnu. «4... s mo30By Cepeduny». OH 3amHyICT OT UCIIyTa.

Ho ue ycuen TopaK BCTaTh 1 BRICKOYMJI U3 BAaHHOM, KaK HeOXKMITaHHO PeliH cxBaTuja ero 3a
BOPOTHUK U IIPUTAHYJIA Onuxe K ce6e, IIOKa X T'Y6BI He COIIPUKOCHYJHNCH, HO M3-3d HpHHO}KeHHOfI
CHUIJIBI, KOTOPYIO 006pa11a Peiin, oHa HalIpsirila II€l0, U B TOT MOMEHT, KOI'la OHa IIO0IleJIOBajla €ro, ,



OHa TaKXe B3BU3IrHyJia OT 0omu.

"Yro genaems!?" — 3akpudain Topak, ero Tej0 HalpArjiock oT moka. OH U nogyMaTh He MOT, YTO
Peiin BOpyT MOTSHET €T0 3a IOIEeTyeM.

Opnnako PeiiH mopHsIa TOJIOBY ¥ BHI3BIBalOIlE TOCMOTpENa Ha Topaka, cepauTo roBopsi. «Eciu Thl
Oymelrs IpomoKaTh U3berath MeHs, 1 OyOy [elaTh 9TO CHOBA U CHOBA!»
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