Peiin TakxKe MoHMMAaIa, YTO TopaK caoeliall aJjid Hee, HO OHa He MOTI'JIa CIIPDABUTBCSA C IIe49aJlbl0 B CBOEM
cepane, KOTOPYIO OHAa 9yBCTBOBaAJId U3-3a TOI'0, 4TO TopaK HUTHOPHUPOBAII €€.

Ho Ha stom Kanneb He 0CTaHOBUJICS, IPOLOJIKIII OH. «BBI, JOJIKHO OBITH, BCTPEYAJUCE C IPYTUMU
JTMKaHaM¥, KOTOPHIX Topak IOMeCTHJI B Balll yHUBEPCUTET. Bbl 3HaeTe, CKOJIbKO JINKAHOB ITOMECTHIT
Tyna Topak?»

"Het." PeliH 4eCTHO OTBETHIIA, UTO OO0 HEJJaBHET0 BDeMeHH OHa IIOHATHUSA He UMeJla O APYTuX
nukKaHax. "Tpu?"

"Hert." Kanne6 nokauas rojsosoi. "Bojble yeM 310."

"10?" PeliH yOouBJIE€HHO paclIupHuiia I1a3a.

«Het, PeliH. 3mech COTHS IMKAHOB, ¥ BCE OHM [IOJIXKHBI JepXKaThCSI OT Te0ST Ha PaCCTOSHUU, UM He
pas3pelraeTcss HaXOOUTLCS C TOOOM IONToe BpeMsi B OMHOM MeCTe U3-3a TBOET'0 COCTOSIHUS, HO OHU
IOOJIZKHEI OLITH HOCTATOYHO O/IM3K0 K TeOe». Tebe, eciu Tebe MoHamoOUTCS IIOMOIIE, KaK Toroa, Koraa
Te0s BCTPETUII JOH».

"CotHs?" Pelin Oblla IOTPsiCeHA HOMEPOM, KOTOPHIH et Ha3Basl Kanneb. «BoT moueMy s HUKOTTa He
BHJIe/Ia CBEPXbECTECTBEHHHIX CYIIeCTB BOKPYT YHUBEPCUTETA...»

ITo Toro, Kak PeliH BcTpeTuna Topaka, OHa BHfeja 3TUX CYIIECTB Ha KaxXKAOM YTIIy YAIULHI, 10
KOTOPOU I11/Ia, XOTS HEKOTOPHIEe M3 HUX He MBITAJIUCh HAllaCTh Ha Hee UJIKM MPOCTO UTHOPUPOBAIIM ee
€CIIZ OHa He CMOTpeJia UM B I'J1a3a, I09TOMY OHa Bceraa GUKCHpoBasa B3TJIAA Ha CBOUX Ty(QIIsax, HO
KOT[la OHa BCTpeTuia Topaka, PeitH BUena WX BCe pPeXe U pexe.

"Ia." Kanne6 kuBHy1. «M «60JbIIOE yCUTHE» faXe He MOXKET XOPOIIIO ON1caTh, Kak MHOTO Topak
crena, 4ToOH II0CanuTh OOJIbIIOE KONUYECTBO JII0fEe! B Balll YHUBEPCUTET. ITO BKIIIOYAET B Cebs
BEJIMKYI0 Maruio A1 U3MEeHEHUs TaMsATH HEKOTOPHIX JIIOfen».

TouHO Tak Xke, Kak Topak 3acTaBujl benuHay U3MEeHUTh NaMSTh JTIOAEN B IPUIOTE, YTOOH HUKTO He
MOT BCIIOMHUTH JTUI0 PeliH, KOrga KTO-TO CIIpPalllABall O Held, B 9TOM clly4yae AHAPOManInycC MbITaacs
BBLISICHUTD TUYHOCTH PeltH.

OmHaxo, mocie myOIuYHOro 00BSIBIEHUS 0 TOM, 4TO PeifH Obiyla meByIIKod Topaka U, B IPYTOM
IIOHMMaHUHY, eTo [1apoil, BEPOSITHO, 9TO 3aKIMHaHUe 0oyblile He paboTaro.

Vinu xorma Topak youn yenoBeka B 60/IbHUIIE, KOTIa OHA BIIEPBHIE HCUe3a."

PeiiH He o4yBCcTBOBala ce0s Mydlle, KOTHa yCIBIIIana 3T0, €CJIX YTO-TO U YXYALIUIIO ee
CaMOYyBCTBHUe U3-3a TOT0, YTO Topak Tak MHOIO chenas Ay Hee. «OH Tak MHOTO CHesal Ajis
MeH4...» Pelin 3amnakan. OHa 4yBCTBOBaa ce0sl yKacCHO.



«3Haems uTo? ECiu B TOT IeHb BOMHY-TEHU yaanochk 3abpath Te0s, 1 He YOUBIIIOCH, €CITU B
CJIeNyIOIUY MOMEHT B PACIIOPSIXKEHUU OKaXKeTCsI COTHSI 00e3rIaBIEHHBIX JIMKAHOBY.

Peiin 3aBH3XKaJja, MPUKPEIBas POT 00€UMH PYKaMu.

«$1 3Hat0, mist Tebs 3TO BRITJISIOUT KECTOKO, HO MHI Tak xkuBeM, PeitH. Kak Anbda, oH 00513aH OBITH
JKeCTOKUM, TIOTOMY YTO JIMKQHTPOIIEI He MOTePIT cabocTu». — Brmanui Kanneb. «TeM He MeHee,
HE3aBHCHUMO OT TOT0, uTO Topak Bcerma 6ymeT OTHOCUTHCS K TeOe KakK K caMOMy LIeHHOMY, YTO yV HETO
€CTb».

Pelin TaXemno CriunoTHyna.

«f1 roBOpIO BaM 3TO HE IIOTOMY, YTO F'OBOPIO 3a Topaka ¥ MPUHUKAIO BalllK YCUJIKAS BCE 3TO BpeMs, BEI
TaK CHJIbHO IIONPaBUINCE, a I TOBOPIO BaM 9TO IIOTOMY, YTO X04Yy, YTOOB CUTyalus cerdac Obla [s
BaC IIPO3PayvHOi, YTOOLI BRI MOTJIM CYIUTh 0 Hel camu. " Kanne6 motep PelH romoBy. «51 3Ha, 4TO
9oH cmac Tebe XKU3Hb U Tl CKIIOHSEIIbCS K HEMY M3-3a 3TOTr'0, HO eCJIM 3Ta HOBOCTb OyeT moiMaHa
Bparom Topaka, 3To Oymet mst Tebst OyMepaHIoM, a eCJId 3TO YTO-TO CBSI3aHHOE C TOOOM, TO 3TO
noBnusieT Ha Topaka. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, KOTga-HUOyOb TH Oymens Hamlei JIyHou. Tel OyOels BeCTU U
IpaBUTh 00K 0 60K C Anbhoii».

PeitH mo4yyBCTBOBAJA, KaK Tsxkejoe 6peMsi TOIKHYIIO ee medo BHU3. Korga Bce Peitn mymarna, 4To
BCe 3TO BpeMsi OBIJIO KaK KUTh HOPMaJIbHOM XKU3HbBI0, MHOTO Yero IIPOX301I1I0 6e3 ee BeioMa, U BO
BCeM Bcerga OBIIM TOJICTHIE 3aTOBOPHI.

Pelin He 3Hana, CMOXKET I¥ OHa 0Ka3aThCs TOU HYHOfI, KOTOPYIO OHHM OZKHUOAJIH.

Brino TpynHO OBITE ¢ TOpakoM...

«Ecmu ThI X04elb, YT0OE J0H OblT B 0€30IIaCHOCTH, 3aCTaBb €0 AePKaThCs OT Tebs KaK MOXKHO
MaJbllle UK MepecTaHb 3allUINaTh ero nepen TopakoM, IOTOMY YTO 4eM GOJIBIIe THI IBITAEIILCS
CIIACTH €To0, TeM SIpOoCTHee OymeT cTaHOBUTCS Anbda». Kanmneb manm HECKOTBKO COBETOB.

Peitn mocmoTpena Ha Kannme6a B HoBoM cBeTe, [aMMa, KOTopas BCerfia Jypadusiach U BCe BpeMs
Ipa3Husa ee, Ha CaMOM [ieJie TOBOPHIa el ANuHHEIe Ppa3bl, U BCe 3TO ObIJIO0 XKECTOKOM MpaBroi,
peaibHOCThI0, KOTOPYI0 PellH urHopuposaia.

PeliH mpogosKaia HITHOPUPOBATE TOT (HAKT, YTO Y KAaXKJOT0 AeHCTBUS U PeaKIy Bceraa OymeT
IPUYMHA, ¥ COCPENOTOUMIIACh TOIEKO Ha TOM, KaK X0poIo Topak oOpaliajcs ¢ Hel, ToKa OHa He
3a0kblyTa, YTO OH CHEJIa [JIs Hee, IPOCTO YTOOB 00e30IacuTh ee.

HeynuBuTenmbHO, XOTS BO3pacT JIukaHa Kanmeba cuuTancs MOJIOOEIM, OH OB TDETPUM B KOMAHTe
Topaka, u Anbha ZOCTaTOYHO KOBEPSI eMy, YTOOb 00ecrieduTs 6e30macHOCTh Peil.



Kanne6 Obl1 1OCTAaTOYHO MY[p, YTOOB OOBSICHUTE €M peakiuio Topaka.

Ho, ecnu PeliH cHOBa 3agyMascst 06 aToM, CepeduHa mapy pas ynoMmsinyaa 06 3TOM, HO ITO-APYTOMY.

JTtomu BOKPYT Hee IEITAIXCh CKa3aTh €, 4YTO MUD He TaK IPEeKpaceH, Kak KaxeTcs, u cnocob Topaka
3AIUTHUTH €e, 3aCTABUB ee 3a0bITh 0 TOM, YTO IIPOUCXONUT BOKPYT Hee, OB HeIpaBUIbHEIM
pelleHreM.

«He mopmmaBaiiTech HaBlIeHMIO, 1 3HAIO, UTO BRI MOXKETe 3TO CHejaTh». Kasmeb mombITancs
mo0OMIPUTE €e.

YyBcTBO PeliH Temephb OBIIO ITOX0XKeE Ha TO, YTO OHA YYBCTBOBaJa, KOTrMa TOBOPHIIM, YTO OHA ITapa
Topaka ¥ aHTen-XpaHUTENb, KOT7la OHa HUYero He 3Hajla O CBEPXbeCTECTBEHHBIX CYIIeCTBax U
CYIIECTBOBAaHUY CTau JTMKAHTPOIIOB U 000POTHEH UK ObSIBOJIA ¥ BEIbMEL.

9T0 Ka3ajoCh CTPAHHBEIM, HO B TO K€ BpeMs CIOppeaTuCTUYHEBIM.

HeszaBucumo oT TOTO0, 4TO CKa3asn Kanne0, Peitn Bce elle YYBCTBOBAJI JAaBJIEHHUE.

VM HyXHa Oblyla cuibHas ¥ yBepeHHas B cebe JIyHa, 4TOOBI BO3TIaBUTh CTal0, KTO-TO, ¥ KOTO ObLIH
CUJIbHBEIE JTUJIEPCKYE KayeCTBa, Kak U y Topaka, HO PeilH Oblyla HUYEM MHBIM, KaK CUJIbHOM, U KaXK bl
pas, Korfa oHa fyMasa o0 3TOM, ee MBICIIM BCerfa AyMau o [[KeHenuer.

Ee yBepeHHOCTDb U CMEJIOCTb... €€ KPacoTa ¥ CBUPEIOCTb... ObUIM YeM-TO, YTO MOTJIO ObI IOTIOJTHUTD
Topaxka.

He kT0-TO BpoOfe Hee...

«Mory 11 g ObITh TaKo# JIyHOU?» — cipocusl PeiiH oueHb TUXUM TOJ0COM. «f X0uy ObITh CHUIBHOM. ..
HO II0YEMY 3TO TaK CII0XKHO?»

"KoHeuyHO BB MOXKeTe." — ycnokauatolle cka3asn Kanne6. «OrnsiHuTeCh Ha3afl, ¥ Bbl YBUAUTE, KaK
CUJIbHO BBl U3MEHUJIUCH, U BH OyIeTe MEHSTLCA [0 TeX II0p, I0Ka He CTaHeTe CUIbHee, YEM BEI
nyMaeTe».

Pevin nogHsama T'OJIOBY H, IIJia4a, obusna Kanneba. «Crmacu6o... TBOM CJI0Ba OYeHb MHOTO 3HAYaT AJIS
MEHA...»

«[Toxanyucra, Jlyna».



Ha BTOpO# meHb mociie Toro, Kak Topak yien u3 goMa ¢ PadasneM, oHu 06a ellie He BEPHYIUCE.

HeTt HoBocTeli. HeT cooOtienuii.

Haxe Kanne6 OblsT B3BOJTHOBAH CHTYyallel, U Tellepb OH ObUT 3aHAT B KaOuHeTe Topaka, YTOOHI
PELINTh HECKOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB, TOTOMY 4TO HU Topak, Hu Padasns He MOrnu ynpaBnsiTh 6U3HECOM U
IPUHUMAaTh KaKOe-TO PellIeHNueE.

Kanneb He MOT ONTH B KOMIIQHMUIO, IIOTOMY 4YTO Peiin He Ppa3peniasoCh BEIXOOUTh U3 IOMa, U Ha 3TOT
pa3 Peiin He XKaJoBacs Ha 3TO.

OHa He xoTena 0oybIlle pa3gpaxkaTh Topaka, HTHOPUPYS €ro MpHUKa3, HO OHa He MOTjia ¢ 000
TI0JeJIaTh, TPEBOXKACH 3a KaXOYI0 MUHYTY, Ipolneanryo 6e3 HoBocTel oT Topaka.

«4 6ymy nmpu3HaTeNleH, eCy B lepecTaHeTe U3[aBaTh 9TOT LIyM». Kanned MOgHSI IoI0By OT
NOKYMEHTOB B PyKax ¥ IIOCMOTpes1 Ha PeuH.

"U3BUHSIOCL." — OTBEeTU/IA PeliH 1 mepecTana CTy4aTh ITajabllaMu 110 CTONy. — Bce ele HeT
HOBOCTEM?

Kanme6 B3gOXHYI ¥ TPOUTHOPUPOBAJ BOITPOCHI.

PeliH 3a7aBala OOHY ¥ Te e BOMPOCH C TeX II0p, KaK MOCJIefHKe Ba Yaca OHa CHesla B KaOWHeTe
Topaka, conpoBoxpaast Kanneba, uTo 60JIbIlIe IOX0auIo Ha 0eCIOKONCTBO ['aMMEI.

— Kanne6... — 3ackynun PeliH.

«PeliH, 51 He 3Ha, roe oHU. Ecnu OBl 1 3HAJ, TO MpeArnoYest Okl MONTH C HUMU, BMECTO TOT'0, YTOOHI
UMeTh Jiefio ¢ 3TuMu Oymaramu». Kamnneb Toxe 3ackynui. bymaxkHble pab0oTel HUKOTHA He ObIJIA eTo
[eJIOM.

Ho, mOCKONbKY HUKTO HE PYKOBOJUJI, €My IIPHUILIOCH B3ATh Ha cebs1 Bcio paboTy Padasns u Topaka, ¢
KOTOPOM OH MOT CIIPaBUTHCS.

«Ho s He cobupaloch crpamnriBaTh 00 3ToM...» PeliH BcTan u nopoiren K Kasnme0y, KOTOPBIM BO3UIICS
3a cTojsioM Topaka. «MOXKHO g ITOKMAY B OpaHXKepero U IMOUTpato C KPOIUKOM? 30eCh I HUYero He MOTy
CHenaTh...» X)anobHO cKa3ana PeiH.

Eif He pa3pelany XOOUTh B KOJIIEK U Hellb3st OBIIO BRIXOMUTH M3 OMa, a KOTHa OHa X0Tela TOMOYb
Kanne6y, oH He O3BOJISIT € IPUKACAThCS K JOKYMEHTAM.



CMoOTpeTh GUILM B OIMHOYECTBE OBIZI0O HEBO3MOXKHO, TIOTOMY 4YTO OHA YyBCTBOBAaja Okl cebs Gomee
OOUHOKOM, MOCKONbKY Kasnneb He MOT COIPOBOXKIATH €€.

TeMm BpemeneM BenuHpa Orvlna 3aHsTa nedyenueM CepeduHbL.

PeiiH MOHATHS He UMeeT, HACKOJIbKO IJIOXUM ObLlI0 cocTosiHue CepeduHsl, mOTOMYy 4TO Topak He
TI03BOJIUJI €1 YBUAETh BeIbMy. PeliH 3Hama Tonbko, uTo CepeduHa Bce elle Obiyia 6€3 CO3HAHUS, JaxKe
cenyac.

«Temnmnuiia Bce ellle HAXOOUTCS BHYTPHU AOMa, ITOBCIOIY TUKAHCKNE BOUHBI U OXpaHa». — JobaBuia
Peiin, yBunes, uto Kanmeb He OTBETHII el Cpasy.

Kanmne6 3agymarncs, eMy motpeboBanoch BpeMs, YTOOB OTBETHThH. «XOPOIIO, HO HUKYAa He BHIXOJU U3
[IOMa ¥ [IePXKHUCh B [T0JIe 3PEHUS TUKAHOB-BOMHOB ¥ OXPAaHHUKOB. ECTU THI HaleIlbh YTO-TO
IOO3PUTEIILHOE, HE XOOU ¥ He IMPOBEPSH 3TO, MYCTh 3TO CHeIaeT KTO-TO APYroi». — BO3MYTHIICS OH.

«Xopotto... {d mpocTo MoMAY B OpaHKepelo, a He Ha 1oe 60s». PeliH 3aBopyasa 1 3aMaxajla pyKaMu
Ha Kanneba.

Tem BpeMeHeM Opyroit TenedoHHbIH 3BOHOK pa3o3ui Kanmeba, u oH 3amnakan. "OTI0XKUTH BCe
BCTpeum!"

Korma Peiin mopotina K opaHkepee, OHa BCTPETHIa HECKOJIBKO OXPAaHHUKOB C HUYEro He
BBIpaXKalIMMHU JTHLaMi 1 00MEeHSIach C HUMU BeXKJIMBOM YIEIOKOM, HO PeliH He Buena mMo6IU30CTH
BOMHOB-JIMKAHOB.

MoxeT ObITh, OHU I'TIe-TO MPSITAIKCh, 3Hasl, YTO PeliH OyHeT B opaHXKepee.

Topak oTHam UM CTPOTHH IPUKA3, YTO UM HE Pas3pelraeTcs HaXOOUTLCS PSIOM C Hel, eCJTH B 9TOM
HeT He0OXOIMMOCTH, HO, KaK ¥ Te JTUKAHbI, KOTOPHEIX Topak IIOMECTHIT B €e YHUBEPCUTET, OHU BCerma
OymyT cMOTpPeTh Ha PeliH 1 BHICKOYAT, ecyiu PeiiH Oblyla B OMTAaCHOCTH.

PeiiH mopounia K KIeTKe C KPOJIUKOM U 00HapyKuJia, 4TO OeJIbli Maslblil 0€33ByYHO CIIUT, OIIyCTUB
[NIMHHBIE VK, HO Korfa PeliH npucena Ha KOPTOYKY, YTOOBI HAUTHU €r0, KPOJIUK OTKPELUI CBOU
KpacHble I71a3a U IOAHAJ CBOI0 MaJeHbKYIO I0JI0BY, YTOOHE IIOCMOTPETH Ha Hee.

«3mpaBCTBYH...» PeliH ynbIOHyIac ¥, OTKPHIB 3aMOK KJIETKH, OepeKHO B3sijla KPOJIMKA B CBOU
00BATHUA.

OpHaKo B TOT MOMEHT, KOroa KPOJIMK BEIIIEN U3 KJIIETKH, OH IEPEIIPEITHYJI YePpe3 e€ IJIe4Y0 U



mobexan K IMeTyHIM, IIpexXae 94eM KPOJIMK huC4Ye3 Cpean HuX.

Peitn HaXMypPHIIaCh, BCTaJla U IIOOOIINA K IIETYHUIM, YTOOBI B3SITh CBOET0 KPOJIKKa.

— Kponuk, ungu ctoma. PeliH mo3Baa ee, HO, KOHEYHO, He IIOCIE0Baio Okl OTBETA, MHAYE KPOJIMK MOT
¥37aTh 3BYK, [IOX0KUM Ha KOIIa4Yuu.

Peiin nmpucesna Ha KOPTOYKH, YTOOHI 3aryISHYTh IIOf TOPIIOK C pacTEHUEM, IILITasiCh Pa3TIsAgeTh MOf
HUM OeJIBli MEXOBOH ITap.

KpaeM ria3a PeiiH MenbKoM yBufesia Kpojuka, Oeryiiero K OyreHBunaM. Pa3mpaxeHHas, Peiin
BCTaJla ¥ IOJOIIJIa K TOMY MeCTY, I'le YBUAella KPOJIUKa.

Ho xorma PeiiH yxke coOupascst HarHyThCS, YTOOHI HOCTATh €T0 U3 YKPOMHOTO MeCTa, KPOJIMK CHOBa
y0ezxkas, ¥ Ha 9TOT pa3 nobexkas K MPUOTKPHITON OBEPH.

PeiiH yguBunac u Toxe nobexarna.

B0 OB XJI0TIOTHO, eCyu Obl 3aMYKK YCIIesI BEIUTH U3 TEIIUIIE], ITIOTOM ero OblIo OBl TPyOHEE
[I0MMaTh.

"Hert Her...!" — 3akpuyaina PeliH, korga 6eblii MEXOBOH IIIap BOPBAJICS B IBEPh U OCTAHOBUIICS B
necsaTyd MeTpax CHapyxu. "Ilnoxou kponuk!" OHa 3acTOHarna.

3aliKa BCTajla Ha 3afiHHe Jiallbl ¥ MUJIO IIOJHSJIa CBOM OJIMHHEBIE VIIKU, CJIOBHO XK7aja, Koraa PeiH ee
IIo¥MaerT.

BpunnuadT Ha KpaCHOU PE3UHOBOM JIEHTE KPOJIMKa, IPUKPENJIEHHOU K ero IepegHel ane, CUsI Mo,
Jly9aMH¥ II0CJIENOyIeHHOT'0 COJIHIIA.

PefiH BCOMHMIIA, YTO 3TO TOpak Oaja ero KPoiuKy, KOTHa IOKYyIal s Hee.

Ona ouyeHs cKyyasa 1o Topaky...

U xorga Peiin morpy3unachk B BOCTIOMUHAHUS, KPOJIUK CHOBa I00exkKar.

"BepHucs cioga!" PeitH cHOBa nmobexasa, 4YTOOB! TOMMaTh CBOEI'0 KPOIUKA.

OHa He 0CO3Hasa, KOTjja MOYTH BHIIIIA U3 IOMa, KOTHa IMKaH-BOMH OCTAHOBHUII ee, IIPexXk/e YeM OHa
ycnena nogbexkaTh 611Ke K BOPOTaM.



— HYHa, MOTY 4 Tebe nmomous? TaM OBIIO TPOE€ BOMHOB-JIMKAHOB, HO TOJIBKO OOWH IIOOOIIEII K Hel, a
OBO€ ONPYTUX OCTAJIUCh U TOJIBKO BEXKIJIMBO KUBHYIIN en.

«Jla, g Uy CBOEro KpojiuKa». PeiiH MOYTH 3allkixanach, IT0Ka TOHSIach 3a KPOJIMKOM, HO Teleph OHa
ero HUTe He BUOesa.

- He BomHy#icsi, MBI CKOPO HaiieM. BouH-TMKaH COOOIINA el, mpexk/ie YeM ero Ir'a3a 3aTyMaHUJIUCh.

[Toxoxke, OH CBSI3BIBAJT MBICITU IPYTHX JTUKAHOB, PeH YacTo BUeNa, Kak 3To Aesanu Topak u
Kamnne6.

«JlyHa, moxaryiicTa, ocTaBalics BHYTpU. S BepHY Tebe ero, Kak TOJIbKO MBI ITIOMMaeM KPOJIuKa».

Pelin cierka IIOMOPINKUIACh, YCIIBIIIaB CJIOBO «JIOBUTH» OT I'POMO3KOI0 JlukaHa. B rima3ax PeiiH ero
OTr'POMHO€ TE€JIO COCTOAJIO TOJIBKO M3 MYCKYIIOB.

«He TporaiiTe Kponuka, loxamyicra...» OHa He MOTJIa He CKa3aTh 9T0. Ka3anoch, 4TO OHU TOTOBH
VKYCUTh KPOJIMKA, KaK TOJIbKO ITOMMAIOT €TO0.

['pomo3akuit MUKaH U3[an TUXUN cMellnoK. — He 6ymem, JlyHa.

Peiin cnerka nokpacHesa, IOAyMaB, HAaCKOJIBKO TITyTIHIM ObUT ee Bonpoc. OH IPOCTO BHIPBAJICS U3 €€
PTa, ¥ OHa Jaxe He mogyMasa 06 3ToM. «X0poIlo, HO 5T TPOCTO OCTAHYCh 3[1€Ch, XOPOIIO? JTO HE
3alMeT MHOI'0 BpeM€eHH, BEPHO?»

Co crmocoOHOCTBIO ¥ CKOPOCThIO JIMKaHa, 3TO BCETO JIUIIb BOIIPOC HECKOJIbKUX MUHYT, TPEXK/E YeM
OHM CMOTYT IIOMMaTh IIJI0X0T0 KPOoJiKKa, BepHO? Tak uTo 6b110 OB XOpOIIOo, eciu Obl PeliH ocTanack
TaM...

I'pomo3pkuii JIukan yBunesn 6ecrmokoncTBo JIyHEL, a 3aTeM pe3K0 U30THYI CBOe TeJo, yibbasick. «Jla,
fayl MHE MUHYTKY, U s BEPHYCh C KPOJIUKOM>».

BeposiTHO, JIyHa HEIOCTATOYHO [IOBepsia UM U JyMaJjia, YTO OHU CIIy4alHO YKYCSIT KPOJIMKa [0
CMEPTH, XOTSI BEPOSITHOCTh 3TOT0 OBINa.

PeliH KMBHYJa ¥ YBUOENa, KaK [Ba JIMKaHA [T03aii TPOMO3JKOr0 JTUKaHa I0CJIeOBaIk 3a HUM,
IPUHIOXUBASACH K BO3AYXY, UTOOHI YJIOBUTH 3allaX KPOJIHUKa.

PeiiH 3agaBaachk BOIIPOCOM, OTKYy/a MOXKET OBITh 3amax Kpojauka? Kak oHM MOT/IH JIETKO YIIOBUTh
cambii ciabwii 3amax? HeBeposiTHO, KaK 3TH CBEPXhECTECTBEHHEBIE CYIeCTBA MOTJIM 00/TafaTh TaKOH
CTPAHHOMU CIIOCOOHOCTHIO.



OpHako OBIJIO ellle MHOTO BEIIEH, KOTOPHIX OHA €Ille He 3Halla.

Peiin nrHana MajaeHbKHE KaMeIIKY 100 HOraMu, Korja YCIIEIIaJIa ITOPOX C YJIXUITBI 3a BOPOTAMHU.

Korga oHa mogHsa TrOJIOBY, OesbIi KPOJIMK CMOTpPEJ Ha Hee, HEBUHHO HAKJIOHHUB CBOIO MAJIEHBKYIO
TOJIOBKY, CJIOBHO CIIPDAIlIMBaAs Peiir 0 TOM, 4TO OHa He CMOIJIa €ro IIoMMarTh.

— Tu1? [ToueMy THI 3mech? PeliH ornspmenack ¥ HUKOTO He yBupesna. «IloueMy 3mech HET CTpakHUKaA
Uy MrKaHa?» OHa mpobopMoTasa Ipo ceos.

A Takxke, IOYeMy 3TH JIMKAHBI He 3HAJIM, YTO KPOJIMK OBIT TaM, CTOSI Ha 3aHUX Jlallax MMpsMo 4epes
ynuiy. OHU OOJIZKHBI OBLIM 9TO 3HATh, BEPHO?

PeliH pa3MBIIIIsAIa O TOM, YTO €¥ fenaTh. Kpomuk OBIT TOTBKO Yepes YIIuIly, U eCJi OBl OH CHOBa He
IBUTAJICS HEOCTOPOXKHO, OHA Morjia Obl IToMMaTh ero 6e3 mpobieM.

Ho eif He pa3pemnanoch BHIXOAUTH U3 IOMA... @ JIOBUTh KPOJIUKA OBIJI0O HEKOMY.

Y KposnuKa pe3uHOBHI OaHmaxX ¢ poMOoM, Peitl 60s1ach, YTO KTO-TO IIOMMaJI U3-3a 3TOTO €r0
KPOJIKA.

Peiin HEepeInTeJIbHO OIBUHYJIACh BIIEPE, OTJIAObIBAsdCh BOKPYT, BOSMO2KHO, MUMO ITPOXOOMJI
OXPaHHHUK, 9€JIOBEK UJIN JINKAH.

OpHako TaM HUKOTO He OBIJIO, ¥ KPOJIMK ITOCMOTPEN Ha CBOM JIEBHIM 60K, KaK OYATO UTO-TO IIPUBIIEKIIO
ero BHUMaHMe, KOToa OH HayaJl HEMHOTO OBUTAThCS.

YBupes 3T0, PeliH yckopuia maryu 1 0OCTaHOBUJIACh IIPSIMO Y METaJIJINYECKOU PELIeTKHA BOPOT,
IBITAsICh IIPUBJIEYb BHUMaHKe KPOJIMKa, XJIomas B Jlapom. "9, 3atika. Mou cioma! 4 mam Tebe my4ox
MOPKOBKU!" — cKa3asa PeliH rpomMye, YTOOL TUKAHIIH TOKE MOTJIM €€ YCIIbIIaTh.

Ho KponuK He 3aMHTepecoBasICsS IpenoxkeHreM PeilH 1 Havasl geflaTh JBa IPBIXKKA, MPUOINKAACH K
BelllaM, KOTOpble IIPUBJIEK/IN €T0 BHUMAHMUE.

PeliH IPHINENKHYIA S3EIKOM H IIOIBITalIach IIOCMOTPETh Ha TO, YTO IIPHUBJIEKIIO €70 BHUMAHHUE, HO
Hu4ero. Jlopora OblTa MyCTa, ¥ TOJIBKO C 00EMX CTOPOH OBlla CTeHa, KOHEI] KOTOPOo# PeliH He MOT
BUJIETh.

Kponuk coenarn eie OOUH MPLIKOK.

"Het." PeliH moMopIuuiack, IOTOMY 4TO KpoIuK Hayal uc4ye3aTh U3 ee I0JIS 3PeHUs.



Korpma Kponuk CHOBa MPHITHYJ, PefH mbITanack HalTH Py4YKy BOPOT U, 0OHAPYKKB, YTO BOPOTA HE
3amlepThl, TOJIKHYJa UX U Tobexkaa U3 foMa.

Pelin He oco3HaBana, 4To OHa YK€ CHAaPyXKU U 4YTO TaM CTPaHHad CUTyalliusd, €€ BHUMaHNe OBLITO
COCPeoTO4Y€eHO TOJIBKO Ha €€ KPOJIUKe.

B TOoT MOMEHT, KOTfla OHa yBuAesa Oesblii MeX, OH MMOBePHY Ha T-00pa3HoM mmepekpecTke, u PeiH
nobexasa 3a HAM.

Y Peiin IIepexBaTUJIO ObIXaHUE, KOT'Md OHA CBEPHYJIA 3a TOT K€ yI'OJI, YTO ¥ KPOJIMK, HO B OOPOTrn
IIPUBEII €€ B U3YMJIEHHE.

9T0 Obl/Ta He OPOoTra, a KpkhIIa!

PeiiH moHamo6UI0Ch MHOTO BpeMeHH, YTOOH pa300paThCsi B CBOEM IIOJIOKEHUMU.

Kaxk mopora oka3anach Kpbimen foma?! Kak 370 Bo3moxkHo0!? HaBepHOe, assiiee COJHIE ChHIIPaso C
HeH 31IyI0 IIYTKY.

Ho 210 651710 He TakK, IIOTOMY 4YTO, KOrfa PeiiH moBepHYyach, 4TOOH BEPHYTHCS Ha YIIUIy, 10 KOTOPOU
OHa IIIJIa, YJIUIIEL Y2Ke He OBITIO.

Ona 6biy1a COBCEM B IPYTOM MECTE.

XoTs 9T0 OB He TIEPBHIM pa3, KOTrMla OHa OKa3hiBajiach B IPYTOM Cpefle B MTHOBEHME 0Ka, HO OHa BCe
elre He MOTJIa IPUBHIKHYTh K 3TOMY.

OnHa CHOBa BepHYJIach B IIPOLIIOE?

PeliH HaxMypusace, IIOTOMY 4YTO ee OKpPyKeHue He YKa3bBajlo Ha TO, UTO OHa IepeHecach Ha
CTOJIETHS Ha3al, Ha caMoM [eJsle Ka3aJioch, YTO OHa Obljla B IIeHTPe ropofia C PeKJIaMHBIM IIUTOM Ha
CaMOM BHICOKOM 3[IaHUH, KOTOPOe OHA MOTJIa BUAETh, ¥ 3BYKOM [IBUTATEJISI aBTOMOOUIIS C YIIHUIIBI
BHU3Y.

He moxoxke, 4TOOBI OHa BEPHYJIach Ha CTONETUS Ha3af. M c 3Toit Hebonbion nHbopmaluen Peiin
MOT'JIa B3MOXHYTH C 00JIeTYeHUEM.

[Toka oHa OBIJIa B 3TOM TEKYIleM BpeMeHH, OHa MOTJIa T03BOHUTDL Kasnneby u monpocuTs ero 3abpaTh
ee, TOTOMY YTO OHa HENCTBUTENLHO He 3Halla, Kak eil BePHYThCS NOMOM, U He 3HAJa, Iie oHa Oblla.

Peitn Hadana OrnsOpIBaThECS B IIOKMCKAX OBEPHU HIIU JIECTHHUIILI, YTOOBI CITYCTUTBCA C 9TOU KPBIIIIH,



KOTra KTO-TO OKJIMKHYII €€ 110 UMEHH.

«PeliH... TH 31eCh».

Ycnpilnas, 94TO ee 30BYT 10 UMEeHH, PeliH oBepHYyIa rojioBy Ha HCTOYHUK I0JI0Ca U Hallllla YeJI0BeKa,
KOTOPBIY 3aCTaBUII €€ APaThCd C TOpakoM.

«3ou». I'onmoc Peiin 0BT X0/I0OHEE, YeM OHA XOTeJa.

TeM He MeHee, D0H, Ka3ajioCh, He BO3pazKaJ MPOTHUB TOTO, KakK PeiiH Ha3Bala ero uMs WM KakK
BEIPaKEHUE €€ JIUIlA CTali0 6ECCTPACTHHIM B TOT MOMEHT, KOTZIa OH OKa3aJICsd Ha JINHUY ee B3TJIA/a.

— Tl mpuBen MeHs ctofga? PeliH MpUIypUiIach, TISAsS Ha HETO.

S0H OBLT OfEeT B MPOCTYI0 PyTOONKY U PBaHBIE MKUHCH B TOM Xe CTHUJIe, B KOTOPOM OH OBIJI, KOTa
BCTPETHJI ee B YHUBEPCUTETE, a €r0 CJierka [JIMHHBIE BBIOUINECS BOJIOCH OBITMA 3aBsi3aHbl C3ay Ha
IIee.

«JTO HE OH, 3TO .

E1me oguH ronoc u3-3a CUHLL PeliH, KOTOPHIY 3aCTaBUII €€ B3APOTHYTh U PE3K0O pa3BEePHYTHCA.

Hepaneko ot PeliH Ha Hee OIIEIOMIEHHO CMOTPEJI MyK4YKHa C 30JI0TBIMU I'Jla3aMU. Y HETO Ha pyKax
VIOTHO YCTPOHUJICS OeNblii KPOIUK.

Peitn HUKOrma paHbIlle HE BUOEJIa 3TOT'0 YEJIOBEKA, HO €I0 30JIOThIE I'lIa3d K OKPY2KAI0IIad €ro aypa
OBLITH € OYeHb 3HAKOMEL.

«3mpaBCcTBYH, PeliH, HAKOHEI-TO MBI BCTPETHIMCh». MyKUKWHA CKa3al C JpaMaTUYeCKUM MTOKJIOHOM |
yNBIOKOM, KOTOPasi He KOCHY/IacCh ero riaa.

ToNbKO TOTIa K HEeU NMPUXOOUT HOHUMaHue. «TH ObSIBOI». — IIPOU3HECHA OHA.

Peiin Bupiea 9T4 30JI0THIE TJ1a3a, HO 9TO OBUI HEe OH. DTH 30JI0ThHIE IJIa3a IPUHAMJIEKAIH ObSIBOY,
Benwderopy. Ho ompeneneHHo 3T0T 4ennoBek He Obl1 Benmbderopom,

«ITo3BOJIbTE IPEACTABUTHLCS». JIIoIHdep MOTIafAnII 3aTPUBOK 6eI0ro KPoJiiKa B CBOUX pPyKax. «f
JTrornudep U, Kak THI CKa3ana, s ObSBOI».

— YTo TH X0OYelllb OTIPABUB MEHS Clofa? PeliH TOCMOTpeNa Ha KPOIHUKa, KOTOPBIM BRITIISANEN OYeHb
YVIOTHO YCTPOUBIIUMCS B pyKax Jlronudepa.



«ITonerye...» Cka3zan Jltonudep, mpomosKas COCPEI0TaYuBaTh CBOE BHUMAHNE Ha MaJIEHBKOM
JKHUBOTHOM.

«BepHHUTE MHE KPOJIMKa». — CTPOT0 CKalas PeitH. Kponuk OblT mogapkoM oT Topaka.

«0, BEpHO... MHe 04€eHb XKaJb». JIfonudep NOGHSAI FOJI0BY U U3BUHAIOMIKXMCS B3TIIA0M IIOCMOTPE Ha
Peiin, TeM He MeHee 3TO ObIJIO ¢asbIINBOe BrevaTiaeHue. «BoT. f Hamesn ero 6pOasIIUM II0 YIIUIIE».

Kakas m10Xb...

Opuako PeiiH He X0Teja CIIOPUTh C HUM 00 9TOM, OHa ITPOCTO XOTeJla BEPHYTh CBOET0 KPOJIHKaA.

Hfound)ep CcheJiall iar Bliepen, HO MHCTUHKTHBHO, KaK €CJIx Onl OH OBLII omaceH, PeliH chesnaa mar
Ha3ald C HaCTOPOZKEHHBIM BBEIPA2KEHHUEM JIAIIA.

«Kaxk THl MOXKeIIh IOJTyYUTh CBOET0 KPOJIUKa, eciu Oyfelb BecTu ce0si TakuM oOpa3om?» Jliomudep
YXMBIJIBHYJICSI, HAKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY, KaK Oy[ITO OH OIleHUWBAaJ IEBYILIKY IIepef ee riaa3aMi.

Peitn cTrosima mexnay JoHoM u JlronudepomM, mosToMy, Koraa Jlronudep mopouien K Hel, a OHa
OTCTYIIMJIA, 9TO MPUOIU3UIO €€ K BOUHY-TEHHU.

«BoT TBOM Kponuk». Jloudep NPOTIHYJ PYKHU U AepKaa KpoirKa 3a 3arpuBoK. "Bo3bMu 9T10."

PeiiH BRIT/ISIIENIa KaK KPOJIMK, N30 BCEX CHJI ITBITAIOUIUNCS BHIPBATHCS U3 PYKU [bsIBOJIA, HO HE MOT
BLIPBAThCS U3 HEE.

"TIpekpaTu 3T0." DOH 3aCTOHaJ, CAEJaB AJIMHHLIE IIIary, BEIPBaB KPOJiMKa U3 pykK Jlionudepa 1 OTAaB
ero Peun.

Peiin B3OPOTHYyJIa, KOTraoa J0H IIpoiieia MUMO Hee, YTOOHI B35ITh KPOJIMKa, X1 OCTOPO2KHO B341JI
MaJIeHBKO€ XKMBOTHOE U3 €r0 PYK.

[To kpaliHeu Mepe, PeliH 3Hana, 4TO JOH He IPUYMHUT el Bpefa. [loaToMy OHa nmpegnoyuTana
0CTaBaThCS PSAOOM C DOHOM, YEM C ObSBOJIOM.

[TockombKY KPONHK OBITT HA pyKax Y PeliH, oHa He xoTesa 60Jbllle 0CTAaBaThCS TAM M IIBITAIaCh HAWTH
nyTh K OErCTBY OTTy[a, HO Korfa PeitH cobupasnack yiUTH, JOH CXBATHI PelH 3a mieyo.

— EcTb K0€e-uT0, 4TO 51 X0uy Tebe MoKa3aTh. — CKa3aJl OH TUXUM T'OJIOCOM, CJIerKa ITOMOPIIUBIIKCE,
Korma PeltH créxkunack. — PeiiH, He Oynb Takou. T XKe 3Haellb, 1 He IPUYUHIO Tebe Bpefa.



JTrorudep CKpecTHn PyKH Ha TPYOH, TSSO Ha Iapy C BecelabeM, TAHIYIOIIUM B eT0 30JT0THIX Tla3ax.

"¢ xouy mouTu moMoi." — 3asiBuiia PeiiH, 0OHUMas KpPOlIuKa U IMbITasgCh n30eKaTh TPUKOCHOBEHUS
JoHa.

— MHe HYXHO CKa3aTh Tebe KO0e-uTO BaxKHOe. DOH IIPOUTHOPUPOBA MPockOy PeiiH.

«41 momKHa BEPHYThCS celyac XkKe, HHa4Ye B TOT MOMEHT, Korfa Topak HaufeT Te6si, Tkl
TIoCcTpafaelnsb». PeliH MonkITaIach HAWTH BRIXOM U3 9TOM CUTYALUH.

Ho OoH He o1eHunn yrpoxaromy ToH B rojoce PeuH.

«Bay... Anbda TouHO yObeT Te0s1, JoH». Jloudep MOAINI Macya B OTOHb, KOTAa YBUAEJ, YTO JIUI0
D0HA CTaJIo IeIleIbHBIM.

— Kak T gymaets, JInkaH MOXKeT MPUUYUHUTL MHe 0071b? JOH 3aphiyall U chelia [iBa Ilara BIepes.

PeitH x0Tea CKa3aTh «Ja» U IMOMPOCHIIa DOHA OTIYCTUTE ee, KaKoBa Okl HY ObIJIa MPUYKMHA, 10
KOTOPOU JOH IPUBEJI ee CIofia, OHa 9TOT0 He chesaa.

[TotomMy uTO 3TO OyHeT pa3apaxaTh JOHA, a 3TO He OBIJI0 My[IPLIM OTBETOM [J1s1 PeiiH B 9TOM
Heyoa4yHOU CUTyalluH.

Tem He MeHee, D0H BOCIPHUHSI MoT4yaHue PeltH Kak oTBeT «ga». OH OBITT 3071, TIO3TOMY CXBaTul PeliH
3a pyKH u 3amunen. «[JocMOTpuM, Kak OH MeHS yObeT».

B cuutanHbie CEeKYHIOhBI BCE CHOBA U3MEHHIIOCH.

PeiiH He OblIa Ha KpPHIIIE 3[IaHUs, BMECTO 3TOTO OHa Obljla B KOMHATE, 3all0JIHEHHOW KHUKHBIMU
TIOJIKaMH, P 3a pAmoM, Kak O6yTo oHa Oblyia B 6UOIHOTEKE.

"I'me aTo!?" — B maHuKe crpamnuBaiia PeriH. Kak oHM MOTJIU TeIenopTUpPOBaTh €€ II0 CBOeMY
XKeJlaHui?!

"BubnuoTeka." Jltonudep capkacTUYeCKU OTBETHII Ha Bonpoc PeiiH. "Pa3Be TH He Buguis?" OH
MaxHyJI PYKOU B CTOPOHY 3TUX KHUT.

Pelin He

«Wmu croma, PetH...» Hu oguH 13 J0HOB He 00paTuil BHUMaHUS Ha CyllecTBoBaHue Jlonudepa,
npoTATruBas PeilH pyKy. «f x04y 1mokKa3aTh BaM KOe-4T0. OTO TO, YTO BH U CepedrHa UlieTe».



«f1 He xo4y 3TOT0 BUOETH». PeliH MoKay4asa roioBou. " xouy moitu nomoun." OHa Oblsla HETIPEKIOHHA
B CBOeM TpeGOBaHUHM, ¥ 9TO He TIOHPABUIOCh TEHEBOM CTpaxe.

«Iloumem co MHOM, ITOXKanylicTa». XOTh OH M CKa3aJjl «I10XKalylicTa», HO T/1a3a JOHa CTajid TEMHEe,
YyeM paHbllle, eMy He IIOHPaBUJICA 0TKa3 PeliH.
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