"Yro 3mech cnyuunoch?" BHe3anHo mosBuics Topak ¥ cxBaTul PeliH 3a pyKy, IIOBEPHYB ee BCeM
TEJIOM K cebe.

B ToT MoMeHT, Korfa Topak yBUpesn ee ciie3hl, OH MoHsI, 4To CepedurHa pacKphiia CBOM 37100HBIN
POT U CHOBa paccKa3saja 0 Y4eM-TO er0 IIPUATEIIO.

"TloueMy THI ITayelnb?" Topak BEITED CJIe3Hl CO IeK PeliH, MacKa He MOrJjla CKPHITh €€ IedalibHbIX
r7a3, ¥ OH YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK CXKHMMaeTcs ero 6eccepmeyHoe cepalle, TONbKO IIPHU BULIE ee
OIYCTOLIEHHOTO jula. "CKaxXu MHe, 4TO 9TO Takoe?"

He 3a00TsCh 0 CBOeM UMU[Ke ¥ BHUMaHUU OKpykKamimx, Topak nputsHyn PeiiH K cebe U KPenko
00HS$JI, TOTHUpast COIUHY, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTH ee ApoxKallee TeJo.

BmecTo Toro, 4TOo0B CMOTPETH Ha 3Be30HOe He0O U XKaaTh ¢eiiepBepKa, BCe JTI0IKU COCPeIOTOUNITH
CBOe BHUMaHHKe Ha Topake u PeliH, XOTS ¥ HeIOyMeBaJld, TI0YEeMYy OHU He B COCTOSIHUU YCJIBIIIATE OT
HUX HU eIMHOT0 CJI0BA, HECMOTPS Ha MX O/TM3KO0e PacCTOsSHUE, HO 3TO He MOMOoryo. [IpeKpaTuTh CBoe
JII00O0IBITCTBO.

ITocne TOro, Kak 3aKkiInHaHUE Cepe(bI/IHBI BCe ele pa60TaHo, JIIOOY BHE €€ Marn4eCKoOro Kpyra HukKak
He MOTJIA UX YCJIBIIIATh.

— Yro TH C Hell menaelns ceryac? Topaky melCTBUTENLHO Hafloella 3Ta BeibMa, eclid Obl He PeliH, oH
ObI pa3opBall ee Ha KyCKH.

Ho Bce, 4TO OHa HeJasna, 9TO CHOBA M CHOBA IMIPUYMHSIIO GOJIb €ro mape.

Peiin Onlyla B OpPsiiKe, KOTMa OH OCTABUJI €€ C 9TOW BegbMoM, HO CepeduHa, MOMKHO OBITH, CKa3alla
e 4TO-TO, YTO ITIOBEPHYJIO €r0 IMapy TaKuM 00pa3oMm.

— 4 Hu4ero He cKa3asla, TOJBKO ImpaBay. Cepeduna moxasa mjaedamMu U B3siia ele ofuH OoKa
BMHA, TeIleph OHA BHITJISIIeNIa HEMHOI'0 HaBeceJe.

Topak Mosyars, HO TO, Kak OH cMoTpel Ha Cepeduny, 6510 TpeOoBaHUEM 00BSICHUTD, YTO OHA UMeJa
B BU[Y, TOBOPS <IIPABMY>.

«$1 cKaszaj, 4TO eC/IM HaYHEeTCs BOMHA, OHA YMPET, YTOOB! IMKAHTPOIIH BEIUTPAJIA BOUHY». —
OeccepmeuHo ckasana CepeduHa u maxe citabo yneiOHymack Topaky. «f y3Hasa, 4TO BH ellle He
pacckazany ei 00 3Toi BaXHOU HH(DOPMALIUK, TO3TOMY s IPUHSIA Ha ce0s1 OCHOBHOM ymap U
paccka3zana ei». Cepeduna MaxHysa pykol. "He Hamo 6marogapHocTy."

Cyns o Bcemy, CepedrHa 3aTanna o6upny Ha Topaka u PeiiH, mo3ToMy OBINIO IPHUSITHO BUMIETh, KaK
PeliH BhINIaKasna cBoe cepple u 6ecusia Anb(y CHOBa U CHOBA, IOTOMY YTO OHa 3Hajla O BaXKHOCTHU
CBO€ POJIX B BBI3TOPOBIIEHUU PeliH U 0 TOM, KaK YCUJIUTD ee CUJLy aHrea.



Bot mouemy Topak He cMOT OBl COEIATh 110 OTHOIIEHHIO K Hel HUYero XKeCTOKOT0, ecjiu Obl OHA He
IPUYKHUIIA BPeda ero mape HalpsaMylo.

Topak He moBepun ToMy, 4TO ycabiman. OH gepkal 3To B CeKpeTe Bce 9T0 BpeMs, a CepedrHa
TOJIBKO 4YTO CKa3asa PeiiH, He 3agyMbIBasicCh?

Her, aTo 6bita omm6ka Topaka ¢ caMoro Havaja, OH He JoJiKeH Obln m03BosATh CepeduHe roBOpuTh
HaenuHe ¢ PeifH U JIeTKOMBICJIEHHO OTHOCHUTLCS K 9TOMY.

Cuauana oH npepnnonarain, 4To CepeduHa u PeliH OyoyT rOBOPUTH TOIBKO O TOM, KaK YCUJIUTh CUITY
PeliH u y3HaTh, Kak ee KOHTPOJIupoBaTh. KTo OB MOT IIoAyMaTh, YTO WX PA3roBOP MOMET
HallePEKOCIK?

"Tlomu gomoi." — mportenTan Topak u coOKpascs BHIHECTU ee U3 KOMHATHI I BeYePUHOK.

Ho Pelin ymepzkaja ero u MOJHSJIA TONIOBY, IPUKYyCHUIa I'yObl, KOTOPHE MOXKHO I1€JI0BaTh, U
3aroBopusia TUXUM I'0JIOCOM, IIOJIHBIM CcTpaxa. — f yMmpy...? Eile ogHa ciesa ynasa Ha ee IIEeKU.

OTOT BOIIPOC 3aCTaBUJ €ro 3BePst 00JIE3HEHHO B3BLHITh B TOJI0BE, PBAHYTHCS U OBITH TOTOBHIM
pas3opBaTh BeIbMY, HO BMECTO TOTO, UTOOHI BHITYCTUTEL CBOETO 3Bepsi, Topak moleioBan ee B 100,
YTOOBI YCIIOKOUTE 3BEPS.

He Tonbko Peitn 6osimac 3Toro (baKTa, HO 1 TopaK YYBCTBOBAJI TO K€ CaMO€, TaK KakK OH C CaMOI'o
Ha4aJla 3HaJl, KaKOBd LIE€JIb BOCKPELIIEHUs aHTeJIa-XPaHUTEeIAd..

«4 HUKOTIa He IO3BOIII0 9TOMY CIIYYUTBCA». 9T0 OBIIM HE CJIOBa yTeleHuda, HO 3TO ObllIa U KIISITBA,
KOTODYIO TopaK nain cebe, HalTOMUHAHKE eMy O My‘{I/ITeHBHOﬁ Oomu, KOTOPYIO OH CTPaAall TEeIIePb
TOJIBKO OT MBICJIH IIOTEPATH CBOIO IIApPy.

Topak He MOT IIpPefCTaBUTh U HE CMeJI IOAYMaTh, eCu Obl 3TO MIPOU3OIIIO0 Ha CAMOM [IeJle.

[ToCcKOJIBKY OH XpaHuJ 3Ty HHGOpPMALKIO A7 ce0s1 ¥ HUKOTa He TOBOPHUI 06 3TOM, OBLIO JIETKO
TIPUTBOPHUTHCS, YTO OH He 3HAJI 00 9TOM, ¥ OTJIOKHUTH 9TOT BOIIPOC Ha 3agHUM IIJIaH, TI0KA OH JIEJIesT
CyILIeCTBOBaHNE CBOEU IapHL.

Ho nockomnbky CepedrHa pacckasana 00 3ToM PeliH, ¥ 9TOT BOIIPOC OB MOOHST Ha ITOBEPXHOCTD,
Topaxk He MOT ©30aBUTHLCS OT 3TOTO (akKTa.

— 3HaA4uT, TO, YTO OHA CKa3alla, ITpaBmaa? PeilH MOHMIA ellle OOUH CMEICITT B TOM, KaK Topak OTBETHUI

en.

Ecnu To, uTO cKasana CepeduHa, mpaBaa, TO OHA JeUCTBUTENBHO yMpeT? Ee mpruHecnu B KepTBy?



Hoquy en IIPUIIJIOCH CTOJIKHYTBCA C HEM-TO TAKUM XKEeCTOKUM?

«[IprHeCyT Ti MeHsI B KE€PTBY pafu Baliei mobenr?» PeliH He MOT He CIIpocuTh. Ka3zamochk, Tak OHO
1 OBLTIO.

"Het." — cTporo cka3an Topak, gaxe ero rjia3a Io4YepHeu OT TOro, Kak PeuH usnoxuna 310. OgHOU
MBICITA O TOM, 4TO PeitH mocTpapmaet, OBI7I0 JOCTATOYHO, YTOOH MCIyraTh TOpaka, He TOBOPS YKe O
TOM, YTO OHa OblyIa IpUHECeHa B XXKePTBY pafu HeTo.

Ecnu geno pouino mo BpeMeHH, Koraa Topaky Hy2KHO OBIJIO BEIOMpPATh, OTBET OB [ITIST HETO
KPUCTAJIbHO SICEH.

«41 O6ymy mepxkath Tebs B 6€301aCHOCTH, faxKe eClid 3T0 OyMeT IocliefHee, YTO 5 JOJIXKEH CHAeNlaTh».
Topax BHITED €e cie3H U molesoBan PeitH B 106. «BaM He Hy>KHO OECTIOKOUTHCS O TAKUX Bellax,
MoKeH ObITh APYTo¥ crioco0. MBI CKOPO y3HaeM 06 3TOM BMeCTe».

'Bmecre.’

PeiiH OHpaBUIIOCH, KaK 3TO CJIOBO IIPO3BYydYasio B yCTax Topaka, Ka3ajuoch, 4To Topak JoBepseT el u
nyMaeT, 4To PeliH Hapiexkas, YTOOb BMECTE HAWTH pellleHue 3TOr0 MPemnsITCTBUS.

Peiin 3a0rl1a, KOT/Ia B ITOCTIEIHUYN pa3 OHM YTO-TO [IeJalii BMECTe.

"XBaTuT mnakath." Topak moBepHyn Teso Peiin Kk CepeduHe, HO 3aTeM IOTHSII ee MOAO0POIOK,
yTOORI TOCMOTPETh BBePX. — He cMOTpH Ha Hee, OHa HeKpacuBas. Topak cjierka oT4uTan PelH.

Ero croBa BrI3Banu yiaelOKYy Ha ry0ax PeiiH, Korfa OHa B3TJISHY/Ia Ha pa3rHeBaHHOe nuilo CepeuHsI.

B To ke BpeMs CKBO3b TEMHYIO HOYb ITPOPHIBAIOTCS (peliepBepKU, OTHEHHEIE I[BETH PaCllBETal0T
cpenu 3Be3x. OHU Gpocasy ropsyre UCKPHI B IPOXJIaAHbIN BeUepPHUHM BO3yX, 00KUTasi CBOUM SPKUM
CBETOM U JKMBBEIM LIBETOM.

Topak o0HsT PeliH c3aiu 1 CMOTpeEJI, KaK OHUM OCBEIAlOT ee yiari0alolneecs U0, KakK UeanbHy0
peanbHYIO (hoTOorpaduio.
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