— 9T0 OBITI BOMH TEHEM, KOTOPHIH ObLI ¢ TOOOM B Iape? — crmpocu Topak 6eccTpacTHEIM TOHOM U
JIUIIOM, TUIIEHHBIM KaKUX-T100 SMOIIHIA.

PeiiH He OBllIa YyBepeHa, YTO celyYac 4yBCTBYeT Topak ¥ KakK OH MOXKET IIPAaBUIBHO 3TO yrafaTh, XOTS
HH4Yero 00 3TOM He cKa3aJa.

Peiin 6osiiack OTBETUTD, OHA He 3Hasa, Kakoi OymeT peakius Topaka. A eé TPyCOCTh 3aCTaBuIa
BOIIPOC He BBIJIETETH U3 €€ TOJIOBH U HE CJIETETH C €€ Ty0.

«4 3Hal0 0 IIpaBuiIe B IepeBHe AHTelNa, TH000Bb MOsi». TOpakK OTBETHII Ha HEBRICKA3aHHHINA BOTIPOC B
rojioBe PeiiH. «3T0 OBIJIO OOHO U3 IIPaBUJI, KOTOPHIE S IIpe3upast 00JIbIlle BCET0».

CrokoucTBHE B ronoce Topaka memiano PeliH 3aMeTuTh THEB B €r0 PeakIlii. ITO Ka3anoCh
HellpaBUJIbHBIM, 3Has Ype3MepHO o0eperalomuil xapakrtep Topaka.

— JIpyruMu cjoBaMHu, Tl XO4Uelllb CKa3aTh, UTO OEUCTBUTEJILHO OTHAJ IIpMKa3 HalacTh Ha IePEBHIO
aHTeJIOB? — HEIOBEPYUBO CIIpocHia PeuH.

Brio pa3oyapoBaHue B TOM, Kak PeifH cMoTpena B rita3a Topaky, u Anbde cTano He mo cebe. On
HaAKJIOHUJICS, YTOOHI ITOLIEJIOBATh €€ TIa3a, YTOOR OHU BPEMEHHO 3aKPBIIKCH.

OH He xo0Tej, yToOw PeliH Tak CMOTpesa Ha HETo, HO OBIIIO YTO-TO, YTO OH HE MOT U3MEHUTE.

[Tpomoe OBIIO OJHOM M3 MHOTHX BeIlel, KOTOPEIE OH He MOT KOHTPOJIHPOBaTh. TOpPak He XOTeT,
yTOOBI PeliH mmo3Haja ero ypouJjiuBylo CTOPOHY TakK paHo, HO...

— 9710 GBUIO CI0KHO, JII000BEL MOsI, U 51 00BSICHIO Tebe, HO He ceituac. [Ipexkne yeM Peitn cMmoria
CHOBA ITOCMOTPETH MY B T'J1a3a, Topak BCTAJ C KPOBATH U HAIIPABUIICS K iBepu. — 1 mpuHecy Tebe
3aBTpaK.

Peiin PE3KO Cejla U C HEe0ObSICHUMBIM YYBCTBOM IIOCMOTPEII HA 3aKPLITYIO IBEPDE.

OHa He X0TeJla COMHeBaThCsl B Topake ¥ pacCIpalldBaTh €ro, HO ero mpuka3 yOul BCio fepeBHI0. Tam
ZKHUJI0 MHOTO JIIOTEH.

W mo Kako# mpu4uHe OH 3TO cuenasn? PeitH He MOTJIa TPUAYMATh HUKAKOM IIPUYKUHE], KOTOpPas MOTa
OBl OITpaBaaTh €TI0 JefCTBUS.

To, 4TO 0H cpena, ObUIO0 YHUUTOXEHUEM.

Ho 3areM, Korfia o He€ JOIIIO 3TO OCO3HaHUe, PeliH pe3Ko cejla ¥ B3OPOTHYyJIa OT CTpaxa.



YHuuTOXKEHME NepeBHU AHTesa OyHeT He MepPBOM U He MOoCIeqHel pe3Hel, KOTOPY OH yuuHui. Ero
OBLIO OBl HAMHOI'O OOJIBIIIE,

Topak He cTosi1 OBl Ha BEPIIMHE CBEPXHECTECTBEHHBIX CYIIECTB U He OBINT O BEPXOBHBIM alb(oil s
BCEX JIMKQHTPOIIOB, KOTOPEIX MHOTHE 00SITCSI, €Ciii OBl OH He IPEeOIPHHSII PeIluTeIbHBIe MEePH,
YTOOBI TOCEJIUTh HX.

Y Peiin He BuOesa Apyroro crocofa KOHTPOJIUPOBATh 3TUX 3BEpei, KpoMe HaCHUIIUS.

<<Ter[epb BEI BUIUTE 3TO CaMU».

W3 HHOTKyza B ITyCTOM KOMHATE Pa3fasics 3HAKOMEIY ronoc. OH OBUT TAKMM MSTKUM U HU3KKM, Kak
OynTo ero 3BYK 3Bydas TOJILKO y HEE B TOJIOBE.

B3gporuys, PeliH pe3ko OBepHYJIa T'OJI0BY B CTOPOHY UCTOYHKKA rojloca ¥ 0OHapykumia, YTo JOH
CTOUT BO3JIe CTEKJITHHOU ABePH Ha GaJiKoH.

OH OBLT OCTATOYHO [aIeKo, YTOOH! ero ToJIoC OBUT CIIBIIIEH, HO TaK OJIM3KO0, KaK OYATO TOBOPUT
IPSIMO IT03any HeeE.

— Jou? [Irixanue Pelin cOumoch, ¥ oHa pedekTOpHO MOCMOTPesIa Ha IBePh, omacasich, 4To Topak
WU IPyTHeE NUKaHb, CTOSAIINE 3a OBEPDIO, He YCIIBIIIAT €€.

OHa He x0Tesa, YTOOHI IIPOM30IIJIO KaK0e-TO HeJOpa3yMeHue, NI OHU ITIOCCOPHUIIUCE APYT C APYI'OM.

«Tebe He cremyeT OBITH 3[eCh». — IpolenTasna PeiiH B oryasiuuu. OHa BCTajla C KPOBATU U MOAOIIIa
K JoHy. «[Ins1 Te6s1 OyeT omacHO, eCJId OHU Y3HAIOT, YTO THI 3[IEChH».

JIMKaH He XOTeJl TaK IIPOCTO OTIYCKaTh JOHA, 0COOEHHO KOI/la OH BOIIes B KOMHATY Topaka.

— Twt 6ecriokousncss 060 MHe. JoH Gecrokousics He o PeiH, a o mpyrom. "4 cuactiaus." CKasai OH C
MSATKOU yJIBIOKOM.

Panrime PeliH BCE eIlé COMHeBanach, YT0 DOH, KOTOPHIM CTOUT Mepe Hel cerdac, C DOHOM U3
IEPEeBHU aHTella, UMEIOT OIPYTYIO TUYHOCTD.

HuHenmauit JoH ObIT MEHee BpaxneOeH u Msarde, 4eM OH caM MHOTO BEKOB Ha3ajl.

«KoHeuHO, s 6eCIIoKoi0Ch 0 Te0e, HO 3TO He «TaKoe» OeCITOKOMCTBO». PeitH momkITanach
00BSICHUTLCS, OHA He X0TeJa, YTOORI y J0Ha CJI0XKUIIOCh HeIIpaBUJIBHOE BII€eYdTJIEHUEe 00 3ToM.



— PeliH, moWgEM CO MHOM. JOH IIPOTSHYI PYKY, Tpocs PelH B3sTh €. «Tebe 0osbllle He HYXKHO XKUTh
¢ HUM. f Mory 3amuTUTh Te6s1. [103B0JIb MHE 3aIUTUTD TE0S».

"Hert." Peltn HaxMmypusac. OHa He MOTJIa CMUPUTLCS C pelneHreM Topaka B IPOLIIOM, HO 3TO He
03HayYaJo, 4YTO OHA XO0TeJla OCTaBUTh €ro. ITO OBIIO TO, 0 YeM UM HYZKHO OBIJIO TIOTOBOPUTE. «f He
X04y OCTaBIISITh €T0».

O0H BHITTISIAEN 00MXKEHHBIM 0TKa30M Peiin. — ITocye TOro, KakK THI y3Haa, YTO 3TO OH IIPUKa3all
aTaKoOBaTh, TH BCE ellé X0UeIlls OBITh C HUM?

Pelin Toxe yyBCTBOBaja ce0sl HEJIOBKO U3-3a 9TOro (hakTa, HO Kak Obl OHa HU HeHaBUleNla pelleHne
Topaka 1 Kak Obl OH HU OBIJT )KECTOK, OHa He MOTJla 3aCTaBUTh ce0s1 OPOCUTH ero. «f1 X0uy YCIIbIATh
€ro BEPCHI0 UCTOPHH». — IIpobopMoTasa PeiiH.

"Ero ctopona ucropuu?" J0H OBTOPUJI 3asBIeHue PeiiH. — PeltH... — OH pa3oyapoBaHHO B3TOXHYII.
— Tol geCTBUTENBHO AyMaelllb, YTO OH CKa3an Obl Tebe mpaBmy?

"OH OyneTt." Pelin He 3Hana, Oblna M OHa UMITYJIbCUBHOM MJIM IIPOCTO CJEMO foBepsna Topaky. «OH
CKaxkeT MHe IIpaBay». [IoToMy YTO 3TO TO, YTO OH O0eIIan eu.

«ThI IeUCTBUTENHHO X0YEIlh 0CTABAThCS PSIAOM C HUM flaxe IOoCjIe TOTo, YTO OH chemnan? OH yOunl
MHOTO CYILIECTB ¥ Oy[ieT ielaTh 3TO CHOBAa ¥ CHOBa». JOH MMOAYEPKUBAJ KaXk/oe CJI0BO, TOAUYePKUBas
BaXXHOCTh 9TOM uHOpMaIuu s Peln.

«3T0 OB OH B pouyioM. OH He OyneT yOuBaTh HEBUHHBIX JIIOMIeH 110 TPUXOTU». PeliH Oblna
HEIPEeKJIOHA B CBOUX CJIOBAX.

Tem He MeHee, Kak OyaTo cyapba XoTesa JoKa3aTh, YTO OHa Helpasa, Topak HU C TOTO HU C CET0
BCTaJI o3anu PeliH u IOTSHYN €€ Ha3an OOHOM PYKOH, B TO BpeMs Kak Apyras IpeBpaTuiach B
OCTpHIE KOT'TU ¥ IIPOBEJIa PYKOU II0 JIALY DOHA.

PefiH 3armymmmiia KpUK PyKaMu ¥ 3aKphlia JIUI0, TOBEPHYB I'0JI0BY K Teny Topaka. OHa He XoTesa
3TOTO BUETE.

Bcé eé Temno mpoxkaro, PeliH gaxe He 3aMeTuna, Kak Topak 00HSI €€ CBOMMU CHUJIbHBIMU PYKaMH.

— To1 yOun ero... — PeliH mogaBuiach cime3amMu. — [louemy Thl youn ero...? OHa Bcé emé 60s1ach
TIOTHSTH TOJIOBY M KPETKO 3aXKMYpPHIIa TJla3a PyKaMHu.

«41 "He youBan ero. OH He HACTOSIIUI». — CTPOTO CKa3an Topak, moTupas CIuHy PeiiH, 4TOOH
pa3BesiTh e€ CTpax.
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