«4l 3a9BJIS10 BaM, YTO XKEHIITMHA He [OIXKHa 3aBUCETDH OT 3alllUTH MYZXK4YWHBI, HO JOJI2KHa OBITH
Hay4Y€Ha 3allUIlaTh Ce65{, 1 B 3TOM A 3aHHMaAK CBOIO ITO3HUITHUIO».

-Cpio3eH B. 9HTOHHE-
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Cepeduna u Peiin mpuOBIIN B IYHKT Ha3HAUYeHUS I10CJie HECKOJIBKUX YacoB I10JIeTa, BO BpeMs
TI0e3[KY OHU BOOOIIe HE PAa3roBapuBali, €CIIA 3TO He OBIJI0 HEOOXOIUMBIM CITyYaeM.

910 OBITIO He TTOTOMY, UTO PeitH ObITIO TPYAHO 06IaThcs ¢ CepeduHOM, HO BelbMa TOXKe He IThITalach
3aBs3aTh C HEM CBETCKHM Pa3roBoOp.

Onu oba BEITJIAOE]IM HESHAKOMIIAMU OPYT OJId OPyra.

BeposiTHO, Ipexk[e YeM OHM CMOTJIA YTO-TO Ha4yaTh, IEPBOE, Hal YeM UM HYKHO ObLIO TOpaboTarTs, -
3TO TO, KaK OHU B3aMMOMIENCTBYIOT APYT C APYTOM.

Peitn gymarna, uyto CepedrHa BCe ellle OUeHb 3NTUTCSA M3-3a BHE3AMHOTO CorianleHus Topaka OTKPHITh
CBOM HOBHIM OM3HEC-IIJIaH B TOM K€ TOPoje, YTO U OHA.

Ona Bupena, kak CepeduHa mapy pa3 CKHUMajla U pa3kuMala KyjlakK 4 TTy00KO B3JOXHYJIa, YTOOE!
YCIIOKOUTH CBOU HAINPSKEHHbIE HEPBHL.

Ha3sniBan ee merkoMeiCIeHHOM, HO PeiiH Hacnmaxpmarncs BugoM CepeduHbl, oxBaueHHOU THeBOM. OHa
OuYeHb pa3gpakajac C TeX 0P, KaK OHYU BIIePBHE BCTPETUINCE, U Teleph Topak CHOBa BHI3BAJ  HeEe
TOJIOBHYIO 00JIb ¥ pa3gpaxai ee CIKUHY, TaK KakK ke PeliH Morja He yTeUIUTbCS 3TUM?

OpHako OHa He MOTJIa II03BOJIUTh BefilbMe Y3HaTh 00 3TOM, MHa4e ee MHU BIepenu He OymyT
XOPOIIUMHU.

PeliH mpopgosKaia UATH Ha ABa Iara no3agu CepeduHbl, IOTOMY YTO €€ IIPUCYTCTBUE OBLIO TaKUM
ycTpartatomuM. Ecriu 65 0OHa MOTTIa BEIOMPATh, OHa X0Tesa Obl OBITH Be3e, KpOMe KaK PSIIoM C Hew.
Ee cMy1ieHme TOCTOSTHHO HAIlIOMKUHAJO e, Kak el HeymoOHo.

«Brr MoxKeTe unTu OnicTpee? 1 He X0uy OECIIOKOUTHCS, €C/TH BBl 3a0nynuiuck!» CepeduHa 3ammesna
Ha Hee ¥ MIPe3PUTEJIbHO MTOCMOTpPesia Ha PeiiH, KoTopas Oblyla HUXKe ee, yepes 1miedo. «Topak
MEeNCTBUTEILHO CITUIIKOM CHUIBHO Te0sT 130asoBall, IoKa Th JaXke He MOXKeIb IePeIBUTaTh CBOIO
3aHUIYY OBICTPEE, YEM MOM KOT».

BYI[eT JIK BC€ TakK 2Ke, KakK paHbH.Ie?



"TlompHUMUTE TTOIO0POIOK ¥ ITOCMOTPUTEe Ha MeHs!" CepeduHa BHe3alMHO OCTAHOBUIIACh U
BBI3BIBAIOLIIE CKPECTHIIa TOHKME PYKU nepef cBoel rpyau. OHa u3nuBasia CBOM THEB Ha JTH00UMYI0
Topaka.

OTa BempMa Oblyla MPUMEPHO Ha TOJIOBY BhIlE PeliH, U C ee PRIXKUMU BOJIOCAMHU Ka3aJi0Ch, UTO €€
roJI0Ba BCIBIXMBAET IJIaMeHeM, KaK Me[y3a, C I1JlaMeHeM.

Petin HEPBHO IIOTAHYJIA 3a IIOJIOCKK CBOETO0 PIOK3dKd, KOrma OCTAaHOBUJIACh HEMHOTI'O JaAJIbIIIE€ OT HEE.

«[Tomoiimu Ko MHe ONIuKe, WU 5 yBePsiio Tebs1, Tebe He MOHPABATCS BeIld, KOTOPEIE s Oyay menaTh
naneie». CepeduHa mpepynpenuna ee. Y Hee XxapakTep XyxKe, Y4eM Y ee CBOTHOUN CecTphl bemuHIs, K
TOMY K€ OHa He OTHOCHJIACh K THUITY TEPIIEJIUBHIX.

Peiin mpekpacHO IIOHUMaJIa, YTO MOXKET CHeJiaTh, HO CHeJlaeT JIX OHa YTO-HUOYAb yKacHOe Iepef
THICSIYEH JTIomein”?

OHa TailKoM OrJjisfienach, OHU ObIIM B @3POIOPTY, ¥ BOKPYT TOJIIUIIOCH MHOXKECTBO JIIOfIel C
yeMomaHaMu. Hefameko OoT HUX CTOsJIa OXpaHa ¥ MOoJUIKs asponoprta. OHa GymeT B 6€3011aCHOCTH,
He TakK nu?

Ho npexne yem PeliH cMoryia peuIuTh, YTO el fenaTh, OHa TOYYBCTBOBaJa, KakK ee HOTu 6e3 ee
corjlacus pe3ko moieBeaunuch. OHa B TaHUKE OTJIsgfenach, KOToa He CMOTJIa yiepkKaThCs, YTOOh
nmomouTu 6muxke K Cepedune.

TonbKo Korpaa PeliH cTosiNa nepen Heu, ee CTYIIHU IIepeCTaiv ABUTaThCAd U U3-3a TOr0, YTO OHa «He
[IBUTajach», ee CTYIHU OYKBalbHO He MOTJIM CABUHYTHCS HU Ha [II0OUM OT CBOET0 MecCTa.

Topaxk...

B YroJIKaxX €€ I'jia3 Ha4aJikd BEICTYIIATE CJIE3BI, KOTroa B HE€ 3aKpaJiCAd CTpaX.

"TlogHUMKTE TOJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTPHTE Ha MeHs!" - 3mo6HO0 npoinunesna CepeduHa.

Y, Kak ¥ ee HOTH, ee T0OJI0Ba U ria3a 6e3 ee COTyacusl OBUTaNIUCh, YTOOE BCTPETUTHCS C BOIUIOIIUM
B3rnaaoM CepeduHB. ITO yKAaCHO Hamyrasno PeiH.

«Heyxenu Bbl IyMaeTe, YTO 5T HE MOT'Y [eJlaTh HU4YEero momo0HOTo B 001IeCcTBEHHEIX MecTax?» OHa
MaxHyJla PyKOU OKPY2KaloIIuM U yCMexHyJach. «[logyman eiie pa3».

YyBCTBO KOHTPOJIS OBLIO y2KAaCHHIM, ¥ PeiiH 9T0 HUCKOIBKO He HpaBuioch. OHa IoiBeprajachc
PE3KHMH CJIOBAMM ¥ PU3NYECKUM HACHUIIHEeM, HO He C 9TUM BUIOM HACHUIIHS.



«Korma st ¢ ToO0¥ pa3roBapuBalo, TH HOJIXKHA BOT TaK CMOTPETh MHE B I'jla3a, IOHUMAeIh?! »
CepeduHa omacHO MPHUIYPUIIACH, TISIAS Ha PeliH, Kak XUITHUK YCTABUJICS Ha CBOIO MOOBIUY.

Pelin xoTena KWBHYTH, HO HE MOTI'JIa ITOIIEBEJIUThCA.

"OTBeTh MHe." - cTporo npukasana CepedurHa PeiiH.

I'napst Ha ee cne3wl, CepeduHa HacMexanach Hafg Hed. "[Tnau?" OHa nmpunopHsiia 6PoBu. «ITO
€OUHCTBEHHOE, YTO THl MOXKEIIb CcAenaTh? Thl JelCTBUTENIBHO AyMaelllb, YTO TBOU CJI€3bl MOTYT
IIOMeIIaTh« UM »YOUTh TeOSI?»

Peiin He 3Hasa, Koro ynoMsHyna CepeduHa, yIIOMSIHYB «OHU», HO 3TO, OJIZKHO OBITH, T€ CYIIIECTBa,
KOTOPhIE OXOTUIUCH Ha Hee B TeUEHHEe MHOT'UX JIeT.

«Ecnu TH He MOXKelllb faXKe MOOHATh TOJI0BY KO MHe, KaK Thl lyMaelllb, YTO BEIKUBEIIIb B 9TOM
MecTe? BHe Tepputopuu TBoero cyMacimepiero! Tol gymaents, Topak Bcerma 6ymeT psimoM ¢ To0Oi B
m060M OTTaCHOM CUTyaI[uH, YTOOB CIIaCTH TBOIO XKU3Hb. !? " CnoBa CepeduHE! OBITI0 0YEHD TPYIHO
yCIIBIIIaTh, XOTS B HUX OBbIJIa IpaBAa.

Peiin 3Hana, uto CepeduHa mpasa, HO ee METO[ OBLI M1 Hee CJIUIIKOM I'PyObIM U pe3KuM. PeitH
HY2KHO OBIJTO BpeMsi, YTOOHI IIPEOH0IETh TPABMY, U OCO3HAHUE TOTO, YTO el HYKHO BEPHYTHCS K
CcOOCTBEHHOMY KOIIIMapy ¥ CHOBa CTOJIKHYTBLCS C Y2KAaCOM CBO€H KM3HH, COBEPIIEHHO HE ITOMOTJIO B
ee cly4ae.

«He xauTe, TOKa MYKYUHEI CITACyT BaIly 3aJHHUIY, BHl [TOIKHbI CIIACTHA €€ CaMH, YTOOB! BHIXKUTB!
ITorumaete !?»

"Tlonsna." PeiiH GbICTPO MOPTHYJIA, YTOOBI COEPKAThH CJI€3bI, KOTIa OHA MOMBITAIach MPOTIOTUTh
CTpax, IOAHSABIIUNCS K ee TOpIy.

Ee nu1io BCIIBIXHYJIO KPaCHBIM LIBETOM, a ee Tejlo 3afpoxKaino. Ecnu 6s1 Topak Ol 37€Ch, CII0BO
«CYMaCIIEeIIUN» He CMOTTIO OBl HUKTO OIKCATh €ro 9MOLMH, K COXKaleHUI0, ero 3[ech He OBIO.

«3JT10 OymeT IepBhIH U IOCIIeIHUM pa3, Koraa Thl OyAelb IIakaTh ITepeio MHOM». - pe3K0 3aMeTua
CepeduHa.
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